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OP P A K T VI. 


Nun EAI 
PARISH OF STEVENSTON. | 


(can 7 Ayr. —Proſttery of Iroine—Snod „ 
. Glaſgow and ar.) 8 : 


By the Reverend Dy Jaws Webnews. 


1 Ain E hea, ec. 


"HE name of this pariſh is ſaid to have been derived 
from a perfon called Szephern, who came from Ire- 

had wad ſettled here; or, perhaps, from the church having 
been dedicated to Saint Stephen, It was probably an ap- 
pendage of the abbacy of Kilwinning. The Houſe of Ker- 
rila, the only old caſtle in the pariſh* (which was lately inha- 


bited by the proprietors, the Hamiltons of Grange, but is now 
VV A . 8 


3 „ | Statjfica Account. 


bj 25 bass according to tradition, to the abbot: 
After the Reformation, the then Earl of Glencairn, who be- 
came proprietor of the whole pariſh, lived in it. The con- 
cave roof of the old hall in that caſtle, a very ſpacious ſquare 
room, was ornamented with the coats of arms of the greateſt 
part of the Scottiſh nobility, In the year 1678, the pariſh 
was very inconſiderable, if we may judge from the proportion of 
aſſeſſment it paid towards the maintenance of the Highland 


HFoſt, and other exactions, during thoſe unhappy times. . 


muſt then have conſiſted of farmers only, who do not make 

a tenth part of the inhabitants at preſent. The two popu- 

lous towns of Saltcoats and Stevenſton, have riſen almoſt within | 
the preſent century. There was, indeed, about a quarter of 
a mile eaſt from the latter, a group of 14 or 16 houſes, 

chiefly inhabited by perſons who manufactured, or played 
on the trump, or Jew's harp, the ruins of which lately re- 


5 mained; and one of the coal pits contiguous to their ancient 


dwellings, is ſtill called the Piper-beugb. This pariſh lies 
on the northern ſhore of the Bay of Ayr; its form is a kind 
of irregular ſquare, two miles and a half in length, and about 
as much in breadth; but beyond this, the ſandy ground 
| ſtretches two miles farther to the ſouth-eaſt, and terminates 
on a point of land oppoſite to Irvine Harbour, The two 
rivers Garnock and Irvine, meet near this place, and 
their waters immediately enter the Atlantic. The line | 
of ſhore between the Harbours of Irvine and Saltcoats 
zs about five miles, and thus is nearly double the length of 
the northern boundary. The town of Stevenſton is centri- | 
cal, with reſpect to the inhabited part of the parith, The 
Church ſtands on an elevated ridge, immediately above the 
town, and commands a very extenſive and delightful proſpect 
of the whole bay of Ayr, narrowed by a long ſtretch of the 
mountainous coaſt of Carrick towards the S. E. diſtant about 


five 


the 
ut 
Ive 


| fee or ix TY 'Corteſponting to this, on the weſt ade, = 

it a ſeemingly equal diſtance; appears the greateſt part of the 
romantic Ifland bf Arran, - with its till more lofty and tre- 
mendous mountains, and broken creeks. Between this 
land and Carrick, the ſea opens unbounded to the eye; 


and the beautiful regular rock Ailza appears, as if ſet down 


WE” in yu" DOS of the — ns about * miles diſtant. 88 


is Croft The 6 five Miles line + of ſhore. is quite a hardy. 


| beech, on which the ſea deepens in the moſt gradual manner 
| | imaginable. Hence, during a weſterly ſtorm, it is formi- 
duable to ſuch ſhips as have the misfortune to be here em- 


bayed, as they ſtrike the ground at a confiderable diſtance 


from the ſhore, which is covered with a dangerous ſurf. 
6 The ſandy beech begins at $altcoats, and ſweeps round b 
5 Irvine, along the whole coaſt of Kyle, for more than 20 
- miles, to the mouth of the river Deon or Dune beyond Ayr; 
interrupted only by a ſmall peninſula of rocky ground at the 
Trune. The coaſt of Carrick, beginning at Doon, is rocky, 
as is likewiſe the coaſt of Cunningham northward from Salt- 7 
coats towards Greenock. The Harbours of Ayr and Irvine 
within their reſpective rivers, the mouth of which is croſſed _ 
by a bar or bank of fand, cannot be entered but at foring 
tides 3 and the harbour of Saltcoats, which is a natural one, 
at an ordinary tide; and none of the three can at any time 


admit ſhips above 220 tons burden. Accordingly, when 


they are checked within this bay by a weſterly ſtorm, which 


ſometimes continues for ſeveral days together, it is impoſſible 
for them to make the ſafe road of Lamlaſh in Arran, on the 


veſt, and equally ſo to clear the rocky ſhore of Cunningham, 
and the point of Pencrofs, fix miles N. W. of Saltcoats, in 


order to get ſhelter in the Fairlie Road. There is only one 


Particular place in this open bay, which will afford them 


ſhelter 


4 0 5 Suiherai deus 


miner in ſuch a ſituation, viz. under the Lady Ie, a ſmall 
_ uninhabited rocky iſland, about two miles 8. W. of the 
"  Trune, and near four miles N. W. of Ayr, on which there 
are two beacons or ſpires, erected by the town of Glaſgow 
about 17 years ago. If the diſtreſſed ſhip can get to the 
| ſouth-eaſt of this little Iſland, between it and Ayr, and bring 
_ theſe two ſpires to bear in a line with herſelf, ſhe may drop 


her anchors with ſafety, within a cable's length of the ſhore, 


in water from 10 to 14 fathoms ow on very good 
ground *, Eu 


"5 * and Soil of the Pariſb. The pariſh naturally di- 
vides itſelf into two diſtricts, the upper incloſed farms on 
1 the north, and the low ſandy plain on the ſea. The laſt 5 
is narrower, but nearly double the length of the firſt, 
"..= Thing ground of the upper pariſh is unequal, many parts 185 
level, mixed with little hills, and continued ſtretches of riſing 
| ground, toward the boundaries; and this track will ſoon ex- 
bibit a fine appearance, from the riſing belts, and plantations 
of Mr Hamilton's eſtate, and his very elegant houſe lately 
built in the middle of it. The prevailing ſoil here is clay, 
85 not very ſtiff, but eaſily ſubdued. There are alſo ſeveral 
: fields of kindly — and rich bam. : 


The lower ſouth dividons; is a continued Sia, the i inequa- 


ties made by the ſand hills, as they call them, excepted, 
ſome of which are above 3o or 40 feet high. The foil here 
is pure ſand throughout ; yet the ſtratum of clay prevalent 
in the higher ground continues under the ſand, and has 
been once bare, and cultivated nearer the ſea than at preſent ; 

| for. a ſection of the clay, in a regular curved line (the un- 


doubted 


* Some ſhips ſaved themſelves here, while fourteen others 


were wrecked, December Sth 1759, on the Kyle and Carrick 


cealts, 


Lovbted veſtige of ancient plowed ridges) is frequently lde 
open to the eye, on the ſides of the canal and other deep. 


S % 


1 : A ſteep ridge of rocky ground, the greateſt part of which 
ſtraight line from weſt to eaſt, between theſe two tracks of 


the pariſh, and ſuddenly raiſes the upper plain to a conſider - 


able height above the lower. On the weſt end of this 
ridge, where it dips into the ſea, is the town of Saltcoats, 
| built on the rocks. More than a mile eaſt, immediately 5 
under the ridge, is the town of Steveaſton, adorned with 
trees, and two gentlemen's houſes, with their parks at ſome 
diſtance, one on each fide of it. All the reſt of the plain, 
_ conſiderably elevated to the caſt, exhibits a waſte and dreary 
vented only by the deep-rooted bent growing through it, 
from being reduced to a dead level. At preſent, the ſand - 
hills or mounds are continually ſinking, and laying open to 
the eye the ſpires of Irvine, and other land objects, never 
ſeen before. In a courſe of time, the inland part of theſe 
lands, raiſed by the ſtorms from the ſea, will cover a little 
more of our cultivated ground; and the outer part of them, 


undermined by the ſpring tides, and blown by the dry N. E. 
winds, will gradually raiſe the bottom, and narrow the 


bounds of the ſea, which has in fact retired in a very ſenſible 


There 


There is little ground to doubt, that theſe and the other 
adjoining tracks of ſand conſiſt of the ſoil of the upper coun- 
try, carried by land floods down the large rivers of Irvine 
and Garnock into the ſea, beaten back again inceſſantly by 
the lides, and thus reduced to their preſent ſtate and form. 
At every land flood, the ſea appears to the eye brown and 

F 8 muddy 
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| ſeems ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, 


6 Sltatzſtical Account 


Ĩ here is little ſea- weed thrown in upon the ſandy ſhore; 
but abundance on the neighbouring ſhores of Ardroſſan and 
EKilbride, where it is chiefly uſed as manure to their barley 
grounds. There are very few white fiſh caught in the open 
bay. From the ſhores contiguous to Saltcoats, we are ſuffi- 


_ Fiently 


muddy for a mile round the mouth of theſe rivers. Every 
appearance indicates, that, at a very remote period, the ſea 


covered the whole tracks, for the upper ſoil is looſe ſea ſand, 


without a ſtone in it that, at a leſs remote period, perhaps ſe- 
veral centuries ago, the ſea covered the lower part of the track 
neareſt Saltcoats, waſhed the whole rocky ridge above de- 
ſeribed, and ſtretching N. E. through low marſhy grounds, 
went within Jeſs than a mile of Kilwinning, and thus left the 
aeeaſt part of Stevenſton ſand hills more elevated than the reſt, 
together with part of the pariſhes of Kilwinning and Irvine, in the 
form of a circular iſland, three miles in diameter, ſurrounded 
eceeither totally by the ſea, or in part by the Garnock, which 


ſeems to have then held a more weſterly courſe than at preſent. 


The proofs of the inſular ſituation of that part of the coaſt, 
and that it was probably a deer iſland, are theſe—The anchors 

of boats dug out of the lower marſhy grounds — The name of 
the eſtate of Patrick Warner, Eſq; the proprietor of a great 


part of the track, Ardeer, (the only Gaelic name in the pariſh) 


- — The old houſe ſtood on a part of the rocky ridge, which juts 


out beyond the reſt like a promontory—Two pair of branching 
deers horns, lately found ; one pair with part of the ſcull 


ſticking to them, dug out of the ground zo feet deep; the 
other at a leſs depth, diſcovered by the courſe of Stevenſton 
burn; both now in the poſſeſſion of that gentleman—A cave 
under ground, diſcovered about two years ago, near the ſame 
gentleman's houſe, or a cavity in a ſolid rock of free ſtone, 24 
feet long, 12 wide, and 6 high. The ſtone in the bottom of 


this cave, and in the ſides, two feet up, is poliſhed or worn 
ſmooth in ſuch a manner, as leaves no doubt that it muſt have 


been waſhed either by the waves of the ſea, now above a mile 


diſtant, or by the courſe of a river. The river is above 
three miles diſtant. —Laſ/ily, An old atlas, ſaid to have been 


in Eglinton Caſtle about the beginning of this century, in 
which there was a chart of the coait, exhibiting this inſular ap- 
pearance. It is doubtful, however, whether this change be ſo 


recent that it could appear in any chart; but the fact itſelf 


itſelf 


of CY 0 


= 4 fapplied with ſhell fiſh of all kinds, except ern PIT 
Of theſe there are very few on any part of the weſt coaſt, 
There is a ſmall ſalmon fiſhing at the mouth of the rivers ; 
Garnock and Irvine, from whence they ſometimes come 
along the whole ſhore of the pariſh, and are caught near 
| Saltcoats Harbour. The ſalmon ſeldom» make their appear- 
ance in theſe rivers till about the beginning of July, 'They are 
inferior in taſte and quality to thoſe caught in the other 
rivers of Ayrſhire. In general, the ſeaſon of the ſalmon is 8 ; 
earlier, and their quality better, according as the rivers lie 

_ farther to the ſouth, that is, according as they become clearer, 


and their channels more rocky, by their approach towards 


| the mountainous part of the country. There is a ſmall. 
© freſh water lake covering, perhaps, about 30 acres of ground, 
at the N. E. point of the pariſh, where ir meets with the 
pariſhes of Kilwinning and Ardroſſan. No * are caught 
on in it, 18 89885 a fow perches and 1 


3 Climate ind 1 3 of the dry Rruntiem, 
and the ſouth and weſt winds which blow into the open bay . 


for three fourths of the year, the air is in general ſalubrious, 


and the climate more mild by ſeveral degrees, than in the. 
higher country 3 fnow being ſeldom ſeen in the lower part | 


of the pariſh for 24 hours. The climate is alſo more dry; * 


the loaded clouds often paſſing on till they touch the 
hills, Nevertheleſs, rheumatiſms, coughs, and conſump- 


tions are as frequent as in the ipland pariſhes : Epidemical 
fevers perhaps more frequent. The ravages of the /mall-pox 
are ſometimes dreadful, among the children of the families 
who neglect inoculation. The meaſles and the chineough are 
ſeldom, I might fay, almoſt never, mortal. The fopping, or 
croop, a diſeaſe ſaid to be attached to the ſea-coaſt, has made 
e 69 = 
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its appearance twice or thrice within cbeſe 36 yeardy and cut 
off between 12 na a Ade at a time. 


; 2 * 2 » ** * * "a" —— * * 2 So 12 ; 


. is dt tidal AR plans in 


Ayrſhire. From 300 to 500 people uſually reſort there, 
during the Summer months, for ſea-bathing, from the inland 
country, nie bann © the towns ot, e ee and . 


nes. 
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| "Min 8 is a "nd well i in 28 north quarter © 
of the parith, of the ſame kind with the chalybeate ſpring at 


| Moffat, but weaker ; and, probably, ſeyeral other ſprings 
impregnated with iron, if one may judge from their tafte, 
and the tinge they leave on the clay or ſand from whence 
they iſſue. A vein of iron ſtone, from 10 to 14 inches 
thick, has been lately found between the coal ſtrata. The 
5 upper pariſh abounds i in different ſtrata of fone, whin, flag, and 


free fone, both the ſofter and harder kinds, which are worked 
whenever there is occaſion for them: And in the ſandy 


5 grounds, n near Mr Warner's houſe, there are inexhauſtable 
: quarries of poſt free-ſtone, fifty feet thick, of a very white 
and excellent kind, ſuſceptible of a fine poliſh, This is 

carried into the inland country, for tomb-ſtones ; and of- 
ten by water, along the coaſt, to gentlemen's ſeats, for 
| hearths, ſtairs, gates, &c. It is alſo exported to London- - 


derry and Dublin, and ſells there at 11. 125. per ton of 


None, which is 16 feet, i. e. 2s. per cubical foot.— Beneath 
the rocks on which Saltcoats ſtands, and within the ſea-mark, 


there is found a kind of black ſtone, which has the appear- 


ance of a coarſe marble, but without the calcareous quality | 
| of marble or limeſtone. On the contrary, it ſtands any or- 
dinary fire, and on this account is nuch uſed as cheeks, in 


which they fix their grates. Fitted up in this manner, thele Y 
5 have 


of Benſon C 


| have perfedtly me appearance of Carron grates In the 
upper part of the pariſh, there is plenty of good limeſtone. 

Two of the proprietors have draw-kilns, which are kept 

= going for a conſiderable part of the year, to anſwer the ors - 

dinary demand of lime for building, and eſpecially for ma- 5 
nure, which is purchaſed by their own tenants, and by the 

farmers of the country weſtward along the ſhore, where 

| there is none of it, Notwithſtanding this abundance, a ſmall = 
quantity of Irifh limeſtone is imported at Saltcoats, as ballaſt, 

| in the coal ſhips. The lime made of it is whiter than the 
Scots, and anſwers better for * and Toy —_— = 
5 of houſes and walls. 1 5 | | 


| Saltcoats—The principal object worthy of attention in 
this pariſh is the town of Saltcoats, and the coal-mines in its 
neighbourhood, which have furniſhed an article of exporta- 
tion from that town to Ireland for near a century back, 
The town is ſingularly ſituated, on the limits of the two pa- 
riſhes of Stevenſton and Ardroſſan, and almoſt equally di- 
| vided between them. There were leaſes of houſes and gar- 
dens granted to a few families as long ago as the year 1565, 
But it is certain, from unqueſtionable traditionary teſtimony 
| (that of parents to their children now living) that a century | 
after that time, or about 130 years ago, there were only 
| four houſes in Saltcoats, which now conſiſts of about 40. 


Yet at a much remoter period, ſalt mas made there; which 


appears not only from tradition, but from the remains of 5 
conſiderable heaps of aſhes ſouth and north of the preſent 


town, It was then made by poor people, in their little pans 


or kettles. They digged up the coal near the ſurface of the 
ground, at a very ſmall expence, and lived in huts on the 
ſhore. Hence, probably, the name of Saltcotes or Cottages. 


Vox. VII. 3 1 
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The Ae pee of diſtricts, and even oe de and | 


RY 33 ſeems to depend, not fo much upon a natural and 


regular tendency in the progreſe of faciety towards improve- 
ment, as upon the happy ſpirit of particular men, raifed up 
by Providence from time to time, endued with uncommon : 

_ talents themſelves, and capable of rouſing the talents, ſtinnu- 
| lating the exertions, and directing the induſtry of others. 


| Of this ſort was a Robert Cunningham of Auchinharvie, 


who, by the death of his uncle Sir Robert Cunningham, 
phyſician to Charles II. became proprietor of this whole pa- 
riſh, during the latter part of the laſt century, Mr Cun- 
ningham, with a very enterpriſing genius, and perſevering 


j ſpirity made trial, at a great expence, on the different ſeams 


of coal, bored, and alſo put down ſhafts or pits at conſider- 
able diſtances from one another, to aſcertain their declivity, 
their thickneſs, their qualities, with the principal rroubler or 

_ obſtructions to them. Theſe things he aſcertained with an 
exactneſs that ſurpriſed his ſucceſſors, who are ſtill in poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſome of his papers, and have ſeldom found him far 
miſtaken in his conjectures about this dark ſubterraneous 
field. He drove a level mine under ground, through his 
dcn and part of Lord Eglinton's eſtate, for a mile and a 
half, and thus laid the upper part of ſeveral of the ſeams 
dry. After this, he began to turn out a much greater 


LR quantity "of coal than ever had been done before; and to 


open a door for the exportation of it, and thus compleat his 
_ great and uſcful detign, he let about building a Harbour at 
Saltcoats, carrying on this work entirely at his own charges, 
amidſt many difficulties and diſcouragements from its ex- 
poſed ſituation; the Winter ſtorms, for ſeveral years, demo- 
liſhing part of what he had done during the preceding Sum. 
mer. At laſt, he compleated the Harbour, about the year 
1700; z and, with ſome mall reparations, it ſtands to this 

275 


of Stevenſton. | 5 | 1 5 ar 


day, a chien of his public ſpirit and pelt He 
built ſalt-pans, with all their appendages, to conſume. the 
| uſeleſs part of the coal. By theſe expenſive ſchemes, how- == 
ever, he hurt his fortune, and was obliged to ſell a confider- 
able part of his eſtate, reſerving to himſelf the track of it 
neareſt — wa a ſervitude for e the EP on 
the . 


the 60. years 3 bie eb the egal 1 to hs : 
worked in different places of the pariſh... A fire or ſteam- 


engine was erected near Saltcoats i in the 1719, the ſecond 


then in Scotland. The ſmall cylinder of it was brought 


from London, only 18 inches in diameter, not much larger 
: than their preſent pumps. It could, therefore, raiſe little 5 
water. The work was carried on with a cautious ſpirit, and 
+ moderate ſucceſs, yielding a maintenance to miners, falter 8 
: and many others employed in carrying the coals; the ſhi p- 
ping of Saltcoats increaſing in the mean time gradually, but 


ſlowly, till about 20 years ago, when a new and very lucceil- 


ful puſh towards improvement was made. This Hall be ex- 


plained immediately. But in order to render it intelligible, 


it will be neceſſary to attempt ſome geſcription of the coal- 

feld, which the writer of this has been enabled to do, from 

papers put into his hands by the preſent Robert Cunning— ” 
bam, Eſq; one of the proprietors, and the ſole 8 of 
8 the work. 


Feen of the 1 Coal Strata, Tho has hs 
wrought not far from the ſurface in moſt places of the pa- 


riſn; but the proper coal-ficld now, is the lower ſandy divi- 


ſion, the ſurface of which has been deſcribed, from Saltcoats 
on the weſt point to the river Garnock on the eaſt; an 
oval piece of ground, above four miles in length, and a mile 


vor 


_— | Statiflical Account 


or more in hk: In this feld there ure „ en Rant a 
' ſeams of workable coal, which uſually djp (decline downward) 
one fathom in five, towards the ſouth, or the ſea, but in a 
circular direction, from the ſouth-weſt to the ſouth-eaſt 4 
and they all rj/e towards the land in the oppoſite direction. 
The firſt or uppermoſt of theſe ſeams crops aut neareſt the 
ſea, and the reſt follow it towards the land, at regular diſtan- 
| ces; all the different ſeams being perfectly parallel to one 
another. The diſtance, or reſpective deepneſs, with the 

thickneſs of the ſeveral . at mw —_— from 1 8 an- 
n ſketch, | 


- The ketch exhibits a ſmall ſeQtion of the eleven feams, as 

they would appear to the eye if they were viſible, with ſome- 

| what of their proportional diſtances. They yield coal of 

different qualities, all good and quick burning, except the 

| laſt, the raiſe cual, which is duller than the reſt, and chiefly 

uſed in making ſalt and lime; but it has alſo been exported. 

The preſent dip-engine pit is cradled on the pavement of 
the firſt ſeam. The figures on the left fide, mark the diſ- | 

tances of the reſpective ſeams from one another in fathoms, | 


© and conſequently, their perpendicular depth, at that place, 


from the ſurface of the ground. The figures on the right 
hand mark the thickneſs, from the roof to the pavement, 
of the ſeveral ſeams, in feet and inches. From theſe things 
it appears, that from the pavement of the firſt ſeam to that 
To of the eleventh, is 104 fathoms ; conſequently, if the engine- 
pit were removed fo far to the dip as to take hold of firſt 
ſeam, or Bow-bridge coal, at a depth of 20 fathoms, it would 
take hold of the whole 11 ſeams at the depth of 124 
fathoms, which is ſaid to be leſs than the depth from 
which coals a are raiſed | at Newcaſtle and Whitehaven ; and 


ſuch 
_ * Engliſh technical term, Baſſet out. 


r 


of Sven En 13 


ſack TR would ave 9 37 feet of good 1 Sbich ! Mo. 
ſaid to be more than they raiſe from the ſame depth at ei- 
ther of theſe places. And along with the coal they could 
raiſe, with little expence, a vein of iron-ſtone, hing ; 
upon the roof of the ſeventh ſeam of coal. But this is 
an enterpriſe which muſt be left to future generations. At 
preſent, the dip engine-pit, reaches only 54 fathoms, and 


takes in only five of the ſeams, viz. from the pavement of 
the firſt: And though the engine on that pit has a cylinder 
5 feet in diameter, and a 16 inch working barrel, yet they 
were juſtly afraid that it would not be able to manage the 
prodigious weight of water; ſo that they have lately erected 
on the rife-pit (40 fathoms deep), a fecond ſteam- engine, with 


a 41 feet cylinder, and a 135 inch working barrel, which it 
is to be hoped. will do their buſineſs effectually; and they : 


have at preſent a field of coal on the /eve/ and riſe, which : 
wil u probably ſerve them for a generation or two. 8 


3 Divifons of the Cial Fields, — . This: V 4 


3 nde field of coal, reaching from Saltcoats to Garnock, is 
cut into three parts, by two great galls or dikes that run 


through the whole field, nearly in a line from north to 
ſouth. The firſt weftern diviſion next Saltcoats wag 


J wrought improperly in the 1719; and the greatelt part of 


it remains, very much incommoded with water, open to fu- 
ture adventurers. It is bounded on the eaſt by the Capon. 


craig Gall, a great dike of hard whin-ſtone, above 20 yards 8 


thick, at leaſt where it appears at the ſurface, ſinking per- 5 
pendicularly into the earth to an unknown depth. This 


2 In the eaſtern part of the field, em are two thin 8 
beſides thoſe exhibited, lying between the gth and loth, one of 
3 feet, and another of 2 feet 4 inches, which would make the 
thickneſs of the wants coal raiſed there 42 {cet 4 inches. a 


* 
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: dike” 9558 de in chi leaſt diſturb the ſtrata ef end Wel it 
|  euts them, but has the happy etfe& of keeping off the _ 
| vaſte of water on the weſt ſide * * ” 


„The ed centre diviſion of 1 coal-field, 1 belt 


Si largeſt which is wrought at preſent, This is bounded 
on the eaſt by the Piper-heugh gall, a dyke ſmall and thin 
compared with the former, and the metal or ſubſtance of it 
ſoft. It is what the miners call a bitch, i. e. it diſturbs all 
the ſtrata of coal, of ſtone, and every thing elſe in its neigh- 
| bourhood, ſo as to make them ſtart ſuddenly about ten or 
twelve fathoms out of their former inclined plain: But they 
immediately go on again in a fimilar declivity, at their regu- 
lar or parallel diſtances. In this diviſion there is ſaid to be 
an extent of a field of coal about 2000 yards on the level of | 
| the dip engine pit, viz, at 54 fathows, and al clear to 9 


7 fe of this. 


3: The third or eaſt diviſion ——_ from the Piper-heugh- ; 


| Hep to another, called the Milldam-ſtep, and gives them an ex- E 
ent ot level of about 1500 yards. Here the coal, inſtead of its 


aal dip of one fathom in five, dips one in ten. The ſecond i 


and third ſeams become alfo ſo thin as to be worth nothing. 
And the whole coal, when it approaches towards the laſt 3 


named Milldam-ſtep, becomes very much troubled, and turns 


into what they call humph, a black uſclefs ſubſtance. In all - , 

8 Probability it continues in the ſame ſtate to the eaſt, as ſeve- 3 
ral unſucceſsful trials have been made in the pariſh. of Kil- 0 
winning and on the Muir of Irvine, on the level of the Ste- IF 
venſton coal, and not a little money ſunk in theſe experi- 1 
ments. 4 


Late 1 ariel efforts in working the Coal-mines,—But to trace 


> It 
eat 


1 EX= Z 
of its 
ning. 5 | tween the two ſchemes of conſtructing a waggon-road, or 


; laſt He fortunately fixed on the laſt, which was 


turns © 
In all 
ſeve- 
Ki- 
Ste- b ig 
xperi- 


trace 


"of biegen. 5 ; 1 $ 


2 Hittle further the late improvements in \ this pariſh. — About : 


| the year 1770, the Auchinharvie eſtate, comprehending the 

| weſtern diviſion of the coal-field, the harbour of Saltcoats, 
the Salt-pans, and every thing connected with the colleries, 

came into the poſſeſſion of the preſent Robert Reid Cun- 


ningham, a gentleman who inherits a ſufficient portion of the | 
active and enterpriſing ſpirit of his great-grandfather, and has 


proſecuted his ſchemes with judgment, perſeverance, and 8 
ſucceſs. 


The ſervitude already mentioned, page 11. being 
then expired, Mr Cunningham entered into a copartnery for 
a long period with his neighbour Mr Warner, the proprietor 
of the reſt of the coal-field. They made trial, by ſinking 
pits between the 2d and 3d diviſions, not diſcouraged by the 
prodigious depth of ſand, which required three or four hun- 
dred men at the beginning to work night and day without 


intermiſſion, in ſcooping a circle near a hundred feet in dia- 
i meter at the ſurface, narrowing it gradually, till they reached 


: we clay at the depth of 30 or 36 feet, and were thus able to ; 


1 W the ſides inclined at an angle of 4 5 degrees; the 


ſecure themſelves againſt the increaſing force of the under 
water. Here they found excellent coal, but loaded with the 
expence of a conſiderable land carriage to Saltcoats, through 
deep ſands. Mr Cunningham hefitated for ſome time be- 


cutting a canal. 
executed at much leſs expence than had been calculated, and 
free of all the formidable dangers that had been predicted. 


The canal was finiſhed and navigated September 19. 1772, 


the firſt upon which any buſineſs was done in Scotland. It 
is a ditch without any locks, but very wide and deep in ſome | 
places, from the inequality of the ground; 2+ miles long, 


= beſides the long fide branches afterwards cut to the mouth 


of every new pit that was opened ; twelve feet wide at the 


Water 
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4 water 10 feet 1 the boats carry for che e or 1 
ſalt-pans, from twelve to fiftcen tons; the land carriage 609 
yards from the weſt end of the canal to the harbour of Salt- 


4 | | 


In ͤ the year 1778, theſe gentlemen made a new and ſucceſ;- 


ful trial, where nothing had ever been attempted before, in a 
field called the Miſt, on the banks of the Garnock, at the 
eaſtern extremity of Mr Warner's eſtate and of the pariſh, 
There they erected a fire-engine on a pit forty fathoms deep, 
and wrought the firſt and fourth ſeams, (fee figure.) They 
continued in the mean time to work on their weſtern colliery till 
they were ſtopped by an unconquerable depth of ſand, This 


obſtacle they endeavoured to ſurmount by a very ingenious 


effort. They attempted to drive a very {mall canal under 5 
Ne ground, from the bottom of the pit along the level and pave- 
mant of the coal, and actually carried this canal more than 
200 yards eaſtward; purpoſing, had things anſwered, to 
have driven it on, the whole way to the Miſk; to have con- 3 
nected their two colleries by means of this ſubterraneous 
communication, and thus to have ſaved themſelves the enor- 5 
mous expence of ſinking pits from the ſurface along this : 
track. But unfortunately their coal at that place began to Z 
degenerate, and turn into humph ; ſo that they were forced : 
to abandon this project, and execute another more obvious 5 
and practicable for the exportation of the Miſk coal. This 
was, to cut two ſhort canals above ground, from the Garnock 1 
to the mouth of their two pits, with flood gates facing the 5 
river; and to build lighters of thirty tons burden. Into | 
theſe the baſkets full of coals are emptied, or poured, as they 
come up from the mouth of the pit, at a very ſmall charge; 
and, ſailing down the canals and the river, the lighters diſ- . 
charge their coals either into empty veſſels lying at anchor in 5 
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the tte bayr or, more frequently, into the Irvine ſhips, which 


600 have already taken part of their loading within the bar of 
alt- their own river, and, for want of depth of water. are unable 


'to complete it. Thus theſe gentlemen have increaſed the 
trade of the port of Irvine, as well as that of Salt coats. This 
TR work, however, can only be carried on in moderate weather z 5 
ban no . accidents have mage: attended . 


: At theſe two calleties there are upwards of 200 men, ex, 


iſh, | 
— cluſive of boys, employed, and about 50 horſes: Near 20 „ 
They the horſes under ground; the reſt in the gins and land car- = 
„ till riage. The ſecondary employment created by the exporta- 
Tnis tion, and by the carriage ot; an extenſive land Hale, cannot be 
5 ſtated. | | 5 
nder Tons. 


"Fw 1 the Culleries —The quantity of round 5 
coal, /þlent coal, ſmall or pan coal, raiſed from 
the Weſt Colliery, taken at an average of twen. 
ty years, ending March 27. 1799, amounts 
yearly to about . - 5 37000 
The quantity of the ſame, miles from the Eaſt os: 
Mik Colliery, taken at an average of eleven 


pave- 
than : 
d, to 
con- 
enor- 
g this : 


an to il years from the fame day, + amounts yearly to 


forced 5 
bvious 
rnock BY 
ig the 2 This i is greatly on the increaſe, from the ſeas good eſta- 
"Treo 2 | bliſhment of the work; the Weltern Colliery alone, during 
woe preſent month, March 1791, having put out more than 


s they 
= 500 tons weekly, 
harge ; 
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; Total annual out- put about 323.006 
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lo of Cral —The price of the coal here to the ſhipraaſ- 
ze VIL:-- — LE: 


e in the 8 of falt made from it. 


5 The quantity of Calt made at the pans for four 


1 5 22 lauun 


ters is 68. ir ton. The Britiſh duty about 1 s. 2d. per 
chaldron. The duty by the Iriſh Parliament 8 d. per ton. 
Additional duty or tax laid on by the Lord Mayor of Dublin 
for paving the ſtreets, &c. 1 s. 2d, The price in the 
Dublin market is fluctuating; never below 16 s. per ton; 
ſeldom above 20 8.; ſometimes it riſes to 30 8.; and laſt 
| winter, when the ſhips were kept in their ports by more than 
two months of weſterly ſtorins, it roſe to 36s. per ton. The 

. quantity of Ayrſhire coal imported into the north of Ireland 


bears but a ſmall proportion to what they receive from 


Whitehaven. The coal ſhips return here from Dublin in 
balaſt. Except ſome very trifling articles of proviſion, they 
N . home the value of their * in hard 8 


| Salt—The 428 or rubbiſh of the coal, 1180 with A little 


: | good round coal, is uſed for making alt. The ſame ſtuff is 
employed to heat their ſteam engines, and to burn lime, 
and is ſold for the laſt purpoſe at half price. A new ſalt- 


pan was erected about two years ago: They talk of build- 
ing two more. At preſent there are four, all contiguous to 


the harbour, with a large reſervoir, which, howeyer, unleſs 
during the heat of ſummer, is of little ſervice in ſtrengthen- 
ing or evaporating the ſea- water. Though the pans are five 
miles diſtant from the mouth of the two large rivers; yet, 
during a track of rainy or of dry weather, there is a very 


conſiderable difference in the ſtrength of the vater, and con- 
. Bolls. Fir, 


years, ending March 27. 1790, was 13949 3 


Average quantity made yearly, being a fourth 


af! the above * n 3262 2 
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| The eirly daty oiyable on the above, at 68. per voll, is : i 


5701 125, This, however, is the groſs duty, ſome little diſ- 


count being allowed for ſea waſte, prompt payment, &c. The 
quantity made will increaſe from the additional ſalt-pan- It 
is chiefly diſpoſed of by an inland ale, reaching to the ſkirts 
of Renfrewſhire and Clydeſdale, till it meet the Borrowſtouns — 
neſs ſalt from the eaſt coaſt; which, for I know not whazat 
reaſon, ſeems to be made cheaper than on this coaſt, and = | 
: therefore bear the expence of a longer land carriage. A 


cargo of ſalt is ſometimes ſhipped from Saltcoats to the 5 3 
of Galloway and Nithſdale, but never to Ireland; on the 
contrary, over the whole weſt coaſt of Scotland, from Mull 


to the Solway Frith, the Iriſh ſalt is ſmuggled in ſuch quan- 
tities as to be very prejudicial to the ſalt manufacturers and 
to the revenue. Conſidering the high price of coal in re- 1 5 


land, it may ſeem ſtrange that we ſhould be rivalled and un- 


derſold in an article ſo much connected with coal; but it is 
to be accounted for from theſe circumſtances; that the two 


proceſſes of making ſalt and burning lime are combined in 
Ireland, and carried on with the ſame fuel, probably turf; 
that their ſalt is almoſt free from any duty ; and, above all, 


they have the liberty of importing roct-/alt from the Engliſh 
mines without any duty, or with a very trifling one. The 
= mineral-falt diſſolved in ſea-water makes their proceſs eaſy 
and cheap, an advantage from which the Britiſh manufacturer 


is cut off entirely. This grievance deſerves the attention of 


thoſe who have it in their power to remove it; and the 


means is very obvious, viz. the laying ſuch a conſiderable | 
but equitable duty on the exportation of the Engliſh rock. 
falt as would bring the prices of the Iriſh and Britiſh ſalt to 
par: For, though every indulgence ought to be given to the 


1 fiſter kingdom which ber fituation requires, it ſeems rather 
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7 ende to ſtretch this, ſo far as to hurt the.manufac- 
; _ and revenues of Britain, 


Kenne | of the Cout Country of Scotland — Though the account 
of the coal has been extended, perhaps, too far, becauſe it is 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing feature in the ancient and preſent 
fate of this pariſh, yet I cannot conclude. it without taking 
notice, that the Stevenſton mines are the northern limit of 
the coal country on the weſt coaſt of Scotland; as the Bar- 


geny mines, near Girvan, are the ſouthern limit. = North of 


; Saltcoats there are no coal ſtrata 1 to be found, to the ex- 


tremity of the iſland. South of Girvan, none, til you croſs 
the Solway Frith. There will be two points, correſponding 


to Saltcoats and Girvan, on the eaſt coaſt : And within theſe 


four point: the coal country of Scotland ſtretches, nearly 


from the S. W. to the N. E. acroſs the Ward's in | breadth 
between 39 and 40 miles * 


EY 


I ſay fate Some veins of coal, or of a finer ſimilar ſub- 


| ſtance, from ſix inches to two feet thick, have been found in the 
itland ot Mull, at Caſtle-Leod, and perhaps other places in the 
Highlands, among veins of lead, between fiſſures of rocks, 
and under what has been (perhaps erroneouſly) taken for 
jointed lava or baſaltes. But theſe coal veins are ſo ſhort and 


incontiderable, and the whole appearance of the metals, as they 
call them (the other ſubterraneous ſtrata), is fo different from 


the appearance in a coal field, that the veins muſt be conſidered 
AS ſingular phacnomena, which may, indeed, exerciſe the i inge- 


nuity of the naturaliit, but upon which no fo} d practical con- 


eluſious as to the exiſtence of coal can be founded. 


+ The north ſine begins at Saltcoats, or rather at Pn tel, 


ton (neatiy 8. W. of ns), runs through the parithes of Dalry, 


Kilbirny, Lochwhinoch, Kilbarchan, croſſes the Clyde about 


four miles welt of Glalgow, pattes through the eaſt corner of 
 Dumbartonflure, takes in (probably) all Stirlingſhire, Clack- 


mannanthire, paſſes through the middle of Fife, along the high 
country to the {ſouth of the river Eden, and ends ſomewher? 
near Eenefn Phe ſouth line begins near Girvan, goes on to 

. Demellington, 
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Stevenſton. 21 
fac- | _ Ship-Building, —The ſpirited and ſucceſsful exertions in the 
F coal branch which have been deſcribed, the circulation of 
os Iriſh gold, and the animating example of Mr Cunningham, 
bunt gave a new ſpur to the induſtry and improvement of the 
it is pariſh. Other circumſtances concurred; ſuch as the Ame- 
ſent WM rican war: The Saltcoats people, finding an increaſing de- 


ing 


mand for ſhips, which they could not build in America, nor 
t of 


Bar- 2 rally led to attempt to build them themſelves, their harbour 
h of being remarkably convenient for launching them, Accor- 


ex- WF dinply, they began to import ſhip timber from South Wales; 
oy and in a place where ſcarcely a boat had been built before, 
ling three carpenters yards were ſet up one after another, which 
heſe 


have gone on ſucceſsfully ever ſince. In theſe yards there 8 


arly have been built, from the year, 177 5 to the 1799, . 

adth e 
= No. of afl. - Tons, 

Shipe 3 1 6 ſhips, from 160 to 220 tons „„ OST 

p _ 37 brigs, from 55 to 180 tons „4630 

8 A 18 loops, from 20 to 85 e ee 

e 3 ſmall velſels at preſent o on the ſtocks EO 

cks, ll - © | 9 

they Bl | En | | „ 

from 3 

ered Demell ington, Sanquhar, Mairkirk, Liſwkhaghe: It cannot be 

inge⸗ traced farther, from the accounts of the miners. It ends, pro- 


bably, near North-Berwick. More light will be thrown upon 
the ſvbjeR, from the Statiſtical Reports of the different parithes | 
when they are completed, The coal country in the north of 

England, from Whitehaven to Newcaſtle, is probably of a 
alry, greater breadth than the Scottiſh, and ſeems to run acroſs the 
bout A illand in a ſimilar direction. There is alſo coal in the ſouth- 
er of EY weit of England, from Somerſetſhire to North Wales ; but id is 
lack- WY probably inſulated, or in patches; at leaſt, this is the caſe with 


4A two great beds of it, one in Colbrook vale, at the Iron- bridge, 
here 


n to 


Con- 


pb el. 


XZ tordſhire, which have no connection with one another, or with 
ton; 7 the reſt of the mines. It would be well worth while to trace 
© the extent of this valuable mineral throughout the whole iſland. 


buy at that time in Britain but at a high price, were natu- 


in the north of Shroptkire, and another in the ſouth of Staf- 


22 e Statiſtical Actount 


Value of the above from the carpenter's 5 hand, 


at the low rate of 5; l. per ton L 3 345 
Value of the iron, the maſts, yards, rigging, 18 
— &c. e Lats As much more. 


. Al theſe veſſels do not belong to the port of Balzconts, 
: Several of them were built by commiſſion for other ports z 

and ſome of the largeſt of them were afterwards profitably 
ſold by their owners, in England, Ireland, and Spain. The 
three carpenters yards generally employ 60 men. There 
are not ſo many at work at preſent, as the demand is leſs 
than formerly. One of the maſters is about to remove to 
— but will Toon be lucceeded "IF . 1 


Oiler Jenn m Mee ee . time a 
: rope-yard was eſtabliſhed, which conſtantly employs, at an 


average, 25 men, and works up annually a cargo or more 


of hemp, imported in a large brig from Peterſburgh and 
Riga. The eſtabliſhing a manufactory for working fail- 
cloth at Saltcoats, has been thought of; but there is not ſuf- 
ficient encouragement as yet for carrying this ſcheme into 
execution. Three or four men are employed at the rope- 
yard in making (ſewing) fails. Some time after, a conſider- 
able brewery was built near Saltcoats, which continues to 
5 ſupply the towns and the country for ſeveral miles round 
with ſmall-beer. A diſtillery was ſet on foot. about five 
years ago, which, while it continued, conſumed weekly a 
very great quantity of bear and barley ; but when the duty 
on licenſed ſtills was doubled, the proprictors found them- 
ſelves obliged to give it x 4 | 


Trade” ee e This e den Sale: 
coats, beſides the coal and ſalt, are only a few herrings, with 
e ſome 
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hem- 
of 12 or 13 annually. This buſineſs is alſo on the decline, 


1 as there are now only about eight, and theſe have been un- 
1 ſucceſsful for the laſt three years. The buſſes from Camp- 
belton and Roſa, have done better than the Saltcoats ones. 


Salt- 
with 


3 = 
ome 
oy F 


into 
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fome bales of the Paiſley ſilK and cotton e which 5 : 
go that way to Ireland. A conſiderable quantity of oats 
from the pariſh, is carried in boats oy Ong: to Arran 5 


and 3 for ſeed. 


"There is | annually imported ; a cargo of hemp, from Peterſ 
burgh ; 1 

A cargo of i iron n from Gottenburgh ; 
| Three cargoes of fir timber from Memel ; and 
As much ſhip timber from Wales 4 as is needed, 
The average of oats, oatmeal, and barley, for three years 
preceding January laſt, imported chiefly from Galloway, - 


above 2000 bolls annually. From January to May 1791, : 
imported about 3000 bolls. The Ayrſhire boll is exactly 


the Engliſh quarter, A little linen yarn, and ſome trifles 
of proviſion from Ireland, are all the ther i unports recol- ; 


rged. 


and 


During the Summers 1788, 1789, 1790, three veſſels, of =o 


about 100 tons each, were annually employed in the New- 


toundland fiſhery. They were very ſucceſsful on the Banks, 
in getting as many fiſh as they could carry; but from ſome 


: circumſtances and accidents, the ſales of their cargoes did 
not anſwer expectation, ſo that the adventurers have drop. | 


* this buſineſs at | preſent... 


For a conſiderable time backwards, Saltcoats veſſcls have || 
been employed in the Weſt herring fiſhery, to the number 


The 
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The reaſon of this may be, that the Saltcoats buſſes are too 
large, from 80 to go tons, navigated. by 18 men. The ex- 
pence of their maintenance for more than three months, and 
that of the nets, ſalt, &c. exhauſt all the Profit of their 
ſmall cargoes, together with the bounty, now in part with. | 
drawn; Whereas the Highland buſſes are only from 60 to 
65 tons, navigated by 10 or 11 men. But the principal : 
reaſon may be, that the Highland failors and rowers are | 
- more Expent: at the buſineſs than Ours. | 8 © | | : 
OOO US Ry theſe 8 * b and 
f Aulos of the veſſels belonging to the port have doubled with. 
7 in theſe laſt twelve years, and doubtleſs the trade increaſed i in 
857 ſome proportion to this. The number at preſent | is | 
zs veſſels below 100 ce 

23 from 100 to 200 tons | 
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Total veſſels 41, the regiſtered tonnage of which is about. 
4300 tons, navigated by above 320 men. About a dozen of 2 
the largeſt of theſe veſſels do not frequent their own incom- 4 | 
modious port, but find employment, in the carrying trade, in 1 
the ports of Glaſgow, Liverpool, and London * 1 


 Pepulati ” 
The carrying trade has been greatly hurt 57 a late Rege L 
lation of the Congreſs, according to which, goods imported in- 
to America in Briti/h bottoms, pay conſiderably more duty than 
goods imported in American bottoms. The effect of this might 
be eaſily deſtroyed by a counter. regulation of the Britiſh go- I 
vernment, to confine the benefit of their debentures entirely to | I 
goods exported from this ifſand in Britiſh bottoms. Without 3 
ſome ſuch regulation, this kind of trade, ſo important to Bri- 4 
tain in raiſing a nurſery of ſailors, is in ſome danger of being 
transferred to America, as Our merchauts already employ their N . 
hips, and let our's lie idle. - 
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| In the ſouth or Stevenſton fide of the town there are 


of Stroh. "7 5 25 
- Pepulatieti and Police of Saltevats, 


Houſes. Tin. 
V 169 inhabited a by 1131 
Ardroſſan ſide 8 | ; 230 — ö 1194 
Total houſes and inhabitants 399 75 2325 


(There are no > magiſtrates, 1 nor r any local police i in \ Saltcoatsy * 


only one inconſiderable annual fair; no market- place nor 
weekly markets; no tonnage paid by the veſſels. A ſhore- 


bailiff levies the ſmall anchorage dues, and carries into ex- 
ecution ſuch regulations as are neceſſary for the loading and 


failing of the veſſels; which regulations the owners or maſ- 
ters come under a written obligation to ſubmit to. The Ear! 
of Eglinton is proprietor, and receives rent for all the houfes 


on the Ardroſſan ſide, built by the poſſeſſors on longer or 
ſhorter tacks. His Lordſhip is alſo ſuperior of the Steven- 
ſton fide of the town, all the n, _— 4 few, Paying | 


2 him a ſmall feu-duty. 


| Population of the Pariſh, — Acud average of the Births for 


the laſt * years. 


Annual average from January b 1757. 


to January 1711 - 54 : 
Ditto, from Jan. 1761 to Jan. 177 | between 53 and 54 : 
Vitto, from Jan. 1771 to 1781 = -$8: 3 
Ditto, from Jan. 1781 to 1791 - 94 


i Annual average of the Deaths for the laſt 40 years. 
Anat average from January | I. 1751 
to January 1761 — MW: - "0 
Vol. VII. „ 
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Ditto, from Fan: 1761 to Jan. 177 between 35 and 35 
Ditto, from Jan. 1971 to 1781 — between 29 and 30 
D from Jan. TITS to 794 N 46 5 


— average of the Marriage for the lan 40 years, 
Annual average from January 1. 17 1 


to January 17 = = between 12 2 und 13 
Ditto, from Jan. 1961 to Jan. 7 7— between 11 and i 


Ditto, from Jan. 1771 to 1117 14 3 
Ditto, from Jan. 1781 to 1% — „ 18 5 


The marriages comprehend thoſe only where the couple con- : 
tinued to reſide in the pariſh. Thoſe, where the bride left 
it, were n Bruck or _ lifts, to TIENES EEE: n 


other — | 


"th anſwer to o the queries, this . She the pariſh : 


8 regiſters has been given, but no calculations can be founded 


on the deaths, as many of the pariſhioners die at ſea, and in 


diſtant places of the world. The increaſing population of 
this pariſh is chiefly to be aſcribed to the influx of ſtrangers 
from other pariſhes into a place where they have a reaſon- 


able proſpect of work and maintenance; and the rate of this 


| will be beſt ren trom the Og: facts. 


ls It i is certain, that the number of ſouls 

in Stevenſton pariſh in the year 1 709 was below 400 
No. when Dr Webſter's ſurvey was made 
V T3 
No. of ſouls from actual ſurveys ir in the „ 
BY. - 1 1760 | 1325 
Ditto, in the year ry: 1765 1431 
Ditto, in the year „ 1783 15384 
Ditto, in April — — | 1791 242 5 


In 


1412 


ub 
RY 
* «0 - 
* 7 
N 
. 
2 * 
> 
* 
Cape 
* 
#4 
Pink 
8 
2 
"KN 
WY, 
5 
4 
2.5 
4 # 
* 
58 
2 [1 
8 
* 
8 
a” 
Ley 
7 
"IS 
N 
> 
TV) 
3 
$8. 
x. 
** 
$7. 
ELM 
5 
* 
1 
Ne 
5 
2 
. "IE 
n 
WS 
* * 
Ws 
Bok. 
4. 
8 
1 
Wh Ge 
Sy 
"DEI 
* LF 
: SW 
4. 
1 
* 
1 
e. 
* 
+: 
3 
=. 
IF 
AD 
4 1 
<A Wy 
0 
2 
9 
n 
a * 
"3600 
5 
72 
N 
e 
e 
NN 
2 
1 
TAP. 
7 
fe 
To 
Ba... 
AY 
ICS 
RAT”, 
©» 
St 
"1 "1 
my, 
* Oe 
7 
<0 y 
5 
* + 725 \ 
ö 7 3 
1 
TED... 
mJ 
9 
2" 
2 * 
os. 
AP 
£ 
1 
24a IN 
1 
5 
1 
885 
1 
N. 
2 
£m. 
2 
4 
5 
4 
( 
bs 


400 


1412 


1325 
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In Swing town. - 
In the country, gentle. 


Total in the pai. 


of Stevenſon: 27 


10 April I 79 I, there 1 were in x Saltcoats 


| Dueling buf. 
169 


Tunis 5 | 
250 
234 


mens, . and 5 5 „„ 
miners "_ 46 1 7 0 


"0 


all, 


ss 


Of hes. 535 e there are 506 married 7 widows, 


and only 29 heads of families unmarried, (of theſe about oy 


females). The children under the age of ſeven are, in Salt- 
coats, very near a fifth part; in Stevenſton and the e Dis 
very near a fourth part of the whole inhabitants. 


however, no fixed houſe or  relidence N. chere. 


Different Claſs —About ten years ago, a Relief Mecting- 


houſe was built near Saltcoats. There are about 80 families : 


in this pariſh of that perſuaſiop, 14 families of Burghers and 


Antiburghers, and a ſingle Cameronian, Three perſons in 
the pariſh were born in England, five or fix | in Ireland, and 
more than a half of the heads of families born! in other diſ- 
tricts of Scotland. There are 20 families of farmers, and 


| ſix or eight cottagers, or perſons in that ſtile, though they 


may hold their ſmall poſſeſſions from a proprietor. The 
number of thoſe individuals in the pariſn who are and have 


been ſailors cannot be aſcertained, provably between two and 


three hundred. | 
„ 


Employed. 


Individuals do not actually reſide in the pariſh ; they have, 


ned about che coal, Taylors 10 


tained to the age of 9o; three or four very near it. T 
died lately beyond that age, and one ſome time ago conſt 
derably beyond 100, viz. a N who had been at the 
MN battle of — 855 


; a good breed of milk cows, between the Engliſh and the : 
country kind; no ſheep, except the few reared for the gen- 


chaiſes, none for hire as yet, except during the ſea-bathing, 2 
and between 70 and 80 carts, taking in the whole pariſh, : 


he real land rent (valuing the ground in the proprietors | 
hands at a very moderate rent) may be about 11701. Sterling. 


demand for them, is higher than in moſt places of the king- 
dom. The beſt of the houſes, poſſeſſed by the owners them- | 
ſelves, pay no rent; but, according to a calculation, which | | 
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e ee Carter and carriers in the 


i i 


Beſides theſe, there. are twotows - 16 


12 carters and 14 falt- | Butchers 0 


Weavers, about 90 Servants houſehold, ey = 
Wrights 19 female, above = Fo f 
1 95: en men ſervants, 
Smiths - NO about 2 1g 
VTV „ 


There are none juſt now living in the pariſh who have at- 
f EW E c—The 3 of Horſes in the pariſh is 135; 
tlemen's tables. There are at preſent three, generally four | : 


The canal has greatly diminiſhed their number. 


Rai —The ESD rent 55 the anclth 1 is 12061- Scotch. 


The rent of the houſes in the two towns, from the increaſing 


may be depended op, were the whole 16g houſes in Saltcoats | 3 
e 


of Stevenſon. 8 29 


10 let at the beten high rats; they 50444 give sol. Thoſe 8 
in Stevenſton (excluding the manſe, and a gentleman' 8 houſe 


16 — to 50 = I.; in all 1 e 


4 3 - this as eva 6 10070 or land ge eien. They 
5 all reſide in the pariſh except the Earl of Eglinton, whoſe 
50 property in it is but ſmall. Of the fix reſiding heritors, 
Fa three draw about five-ſixths of the rent. The arable or cul- L 
24 tivated ground in the pariſh is now all incloſed; about 400 - 

—_— acres of it poſſeſſed by the proprietors; 3 20 farms, and about 

8 100 acres in ſmall incloſures contiguous to the towns. Theſe 
e at- may comprehend altogether near 1500 acres. About two 
Two I thirds of this incloſed ground is in paſture or hay. The un 
-onſfi. IE incloſed and uncultivated ſandy ground has never been pro- 4 
it the perly meaſured. It is viſibly larger in extent than the for- 

— mer, and may be {ſomewhere between 1600 and 1800 acres, ; 

This extenſive track, however valuable from the coal in its 

135 bpowels, yields nothing from the ſurface but a ſcanty proviſion 
d the during the ſummer to about 50 cows ; beſides a rabbit-warren 
gen- In the weſt quarter of it, out of which they kill annually near 


7 four 300 dozen. The urs and the Heſh a are in value about 108. : 
thing, the dozen. : 


Agriculture, —The ground in the inelofur s contiguons to 
be town is generally let from 3os. to 2 per acre. The 
cotch. average rent of the farms is Juſt. now 47.4 138. an Acre, 
rietors This will riſe conſiderably at the expiration. of the long and 
erling. cheap leaſes of four of the largeſt farms, After that event, 
eaſing there will ſcarcely be an acre under a guinea, the uſual rate 
 king- of the new tacks or leaſes at preſent. The farms are not 
them- 2 large. At the end of the preſent tacks they will be till 
which A ſmaller, the proprietors finding it their intereſt to ſubdivide 
Itcoats m— By the late tacks, the farmers are bound to plow 
8 | three 


n 


= 30 N 22 Actonnt © 


three years, and reſt fix, But, .if they chonke to manure an 
Tay incloſure every third year with a ſpecified quantity of dung, 


they may continue to plow it as long as they pleaſe. Of 
their own accord they lay down all the ground they reſt with 
graſs- ſeeds, chiefly rye-graſs, the ſeed of which they fave 


| themſelves, raiſing tolerable good crops of it on every kind 
of ground. The clovers, eſpecially the red, does not ſuit their 
particular kind of clay; not that it is too ſtrong, but there is 


| ſomething in the ſoil adverſe to it, which no manure nor cul. 


_ tivation can conquer. On the loams, the gravelly, and even 

the pure ſandy ſoil, there are crops of graſſes raiſed abundantly 
rich and luxurious. The farmers pay their rents chiefly from 
the dairy, The turnip huſbandry i is never eee for a 
Foy ry S at. 


| Ohio is ; the . grain which has for. It covers, 
: perhaps, three fourths of their plowed ground, On the reſt 
they have bear, or barley, and beans, ſown at the uſual times, 
For ten years paſt, the farmers and proprietors have begun 
to ſow a little wheat, under the diſadvantage of being obliged 
to carry it 14 and 18 miles to a market, This is in part re- 


moved, by wheat mills erected nearer them. In conſequence 


of the very ſuperior profit of this grain on our dry grounds, 
the wheat culture is increaſing every year. It is ſeldom or 


never ſown here after a thorough Summer fallow, but after 


a potatoe fallow, the rows of the potatoes four feet diſtant, 
the ſpaces between them plowed four or five times, from the 
- beginning of June to the beginning or middle of Auguſt 
when the rows become luxuriant, and begin to unite. This, 


| beſides the preparatory plowings and dreſſing of the ground 
They uſe, for fallowing and planting the 


in the Spring. 


potatoes, a ſmall plough of the Scotch form, drawn by a ſin- 


gle horſe. Another poten they have very lately learned, 
which 


— zt 


which deſerves attention and imitation. They break up the 
oldeſt, the richeſt, and dryeſt of their /eys with à ſingle 
tüch, and immediately ſow wheat upon it. They endeavour 

to plough deep, and to lay the ridges turned up by the 


plough as cloſe as poſſible, to prevent the growth of the un- 5 


der graſs during the Winter, which, however, ſeldom di- . 
ſturbs the crop. The ground is generally dreſſed with lime 
or dung, about a month or ſo before; but if the ley be old _ 
and rich, they reſerve the manure for the ſubſequent crops. 
A crop of oats, in a wet ſeaſon, would lodge on ſuch ground "i 


The wheat runs little hazard. This ley-wheat is ſown in ; 


the beginning of September; that on the potatoe fallow in : 


the end of October, ſometimes in the middle and towards 85 


the end of November. There is never any ſeverity of Win- 
ter here to hurt it. RE Sf rig: ag 


Manufacturer. 


* The following ſteep is generally uſed before ſowing, and 
it effectually prevents the ſmutt in wheat. Diſſolve, in a quan- 
ity of water ſufficient to cover the ſeed, as much common ſalt 
as will bring the pickle to ſuch a ſtrength that an egg will 
ſwim on it. Pour in the wheat very flowly and gradually, 
ſtirring it in the mean time ſtrongly and inceſſantly, and care - 
fully ſkimming off all the light grain that rifes to the ſurface. 
Let the wheat, thus purified, lie under the pickle about thirty- 
ſix hours; then take it out of the hogſhead in ſmall quantities, 
Ipreading it in very thin layers on the floor (before a fire, if 


onvenient), and ſifting on every layer as much quicklime as 5 


ill dry or cruſt the drenched wheat, in ſuch a manner that 
very grain can be eaſily ſeparated and ſown with the hand. 
ow it immediately, if the weather will permit; if not, it will 
uffer nothing by lying for a few days in that ſtate. . 

A reſpectable Engliſh agricultural writer has lately denied 


Whe efficacy of ſalt, or any other ſteep, to prevent ſmutt in 


heat. Without conjecturing on different ſoils, and ſeed, and 
modes of preparation, I ſhall only ſay, that after more than 20 
years trial of this ſteep, I never ſaw any ſmutt in the very ſmall 
Juantity of wheat I raiſe annually. On the other hand, I ne- 
er examined a field where it was neglected without finding 
ome 3 a rare ear or too, perhaps, the firſt vear, but abundance 


ce 


Manzfadturer.— There was formerly a great deal of 'thin 
narrow linen, from 10 d. to 18. 1 d. a yard, made in thi 


| 
2 
the next. From motives of frugality, we diſſolve dirty falt (che 2 
ſweepings of the garnels, bought at a low price) in ſea water. c 
But 1 ſhould hardly think this circumſtance could make any | 4 
GG OCD EO DW np eo ae 
A vaſt quantity of potatoes is raiſed in this pariſh, not only | f 
by the farmers, but every family in the towns have a patch of it 
them, which they plant and dreſs themſelves, in the neighbour. 
ing incloſures, if they can procure ground, if not, they go to ai 
_ conſiderable diſtance. This not only makes a principal article b 
of family proviſion, but is uſed here for feeding ſwme, horſe, tl 
/ c ĩ ĩ nent 5 Ol 
IJ he price of many articles of proviſion is lower, and that of 
labour higher here, than in many other diſtricts of Scotland. in 
The firſt is the conſequence of plenty, joined with our diſtance «: 
from the great markets of Glaſgow, Paiſley, and Greenock t 
The laſt is the conſequence of the increaſing demand for labour. wn * 
Eggs are from 3d. to 4d. per dozen; beef, and all butcher. h. 
meat, from 4 d. to 6d. per lib. ; pork ſomewhat dearer; butter 
from 7d. to 10 d. the lib.; the Ayrſhire pound is 24 ounces, 
or 13 pounds Engliſh; honey at 6s. the Scotch pint, z. e. 5 cE 
pounds Engliſh ; ſalmon, except at an early ſeaſon, 3 d. the 
Engliſn pound. The price of moſt of theſe articles, and all 
of cheeſe and coals, has riſen, within theſe laſt 20 years, about 
a third part, The price of eggs, butter, and alſo of horſes Vi 
has doubled; and that of ſalmon, in conſequence of an eaſiet m 
carriage from Ayr to Edinburgh, tripled. _ ET 


2 wages of the coal-hewers, or miners, are from 28. 6d. 
to 35s. a day; but they never work above five days in the 
week. The coal is now ſo well aſcertained, that it is lately le 
by the piece at one of the collieries, much to the advantage boih 7 th 
of maſter and workmen. Long before the late act of Parlia- 1 
ment, the coal-hewers and their children in this diſtrict, were 0 
ſet free from their ancient ſervitude, by a voluntary deed of 21 
their maſter ; and this much more effectually than that act df = 
Parliament did. They are here quite on the ſame footing with ; 105 
all other workmen, The wages of the carpenters are 28. 5 40 
day: Thoſe of maſons now riſen to half a guinea and 118. % ſpi 


week, beſides ſharpening their tools. Wrights, 10s, a week 5 50 
Common labourers, 18. in Winter, 1s, 2 d. often, 18. 4 d. "W 

Spring and Harveſt, Wages of houſe maid-ſervants, 3 J. a ye" 
and upwards ; and of a labouring man ſervant, not — Bo = 


an parifh aud neighbourkood, bleached by private families, ſold 


hi BY at the fairs it the beginniüg of Auguſt, and fent to England, 
ih BY where it was chiefly ſtamped for handkerchiefs; but for a 
the number of years paſt the demand for it has gradually de- 55 
ter. clined, perhaps from their making it too flight, Still a lit. 
wy le cbarſe linen is made for the market, beſides the demand 
WM for the pariſh wear; and they are improving the texture of 
it. But above 45 of the weavers are now employed by the 
Paiſley manufacturers in the ſilk, beſides a fe w in the cotton 
branches. A number of young girls are employed alſo ' NN 
them and the Glaſgow manufacturers, in flowering and tam= 
bour work. Within theſe few weeks, the Jeanies have been 
introduced, and will give employment to boys and girls in 
{pinning cotton. There is a bleachfield in Stevenſton town, - 
which has ſufficient buſineſs from the pariſh and neighbour. 
hood, bleaching between 8000 and gooo yards yearly. The 
nets for the herring buſſes are weaved by the Saltcoats 
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Si pend, School, and Poor.— The ſtipend; being moſtly _ 
victual, is variable, The whole living, including the glebe, 

| may be at an average about g61. yearly. Meſſrs Alexander 

« 6d Hamilton of Grange, and Cunningham of Sea-bank, are vice- 


the houſe, in money, meal, milk; and' potatoes, about fourteen 
guineas yearly. This laſt is a general anſwer to the zd page of 
the queries, becauſe the families of theſe labouring ſervauts live 
almolt as well as any other common labourers. The earnings 
of their wives and children, mult ever depend upon their turn 
for induſtry, Seldom, very ſeldom, is it in'the power of an in- 
duſtrious mother of three or four young children, to earn, by 
ſpinning even fine linen yarn, more than 18. 8d. a week. The 
ie Poor families of Highlanders in Saltcoats, can live upon much. 
4d. 5 than the natives of the place, and ſeldom apply to the poor's 
unds. : EG | | | 


5 


Vor. VII. E 
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patrons. The former has the next vice. The manſe, after 
| undergoing ſeveral expenſive reparations, was at laſt pulled 
down, and rebuilt about four years ago, and is now a very 
good one, It is above 120 years ſince the church was built. 
A large alle was added to it by the Saltcoats people, about 
: 48 years ago. . 15 he ſchool- houſe is an old and inconvenient 


one, and muſt be rebuilt immediately. The ſchoolmaſter's 


 falary is ſcarcely 51, yearly, and ought to be augmented, 
His ſcholars are not numerous in proportion to the pariſh, 


only about 503 but there are two, and ſometimes rer 
other ſchools. - 15 


The poor are n v numerous in a this populous pariſh, 
The funds for their ſupply are under the management of the 

_ miniſter and kirk ſeſſion, who lay their accounts once E 
: year before the principal heritors. | There are from 9 to 12 
penſioners on the liſt, who receive from 6d. to IS, 6d. 
weekly; and between 30 and 40 more who receive ſupply 
occafionally. Above 7 l. is paid annually for houſe- rents to 
the poor; 41. for the education of poor children, who are 
taught in the different ſchools at a lower price than the 
other children; and a ſmall ſum annually for medicines to 
5 the ſick. The whole annual diſburſements amount to 64, 
8s. at an average for 10 years back. The fund which chiefly 
| ſupplies this expence, is the collections at the church, amount. 
ing, at the ſame average, to 50 l. 108.; which, with the 
other ſmaller funds belonging to the poor, give the ſum of 
70 J. annually. There is a charitable ſociety in the pariſ};, 
and two boxes belonging to the coal-hewers and the failors, 
which give a little aſſiſtance in this humane work, independent 
of the ſeſſion; not to mention the private charity of the better 
fort, which, in a pariſh circumſtanced like this, is very con- 
ſiderable and commendable, becauſe the higheſt of them are 
_ well 


E Stevenſton, | £ 35 


: well acquainted with the ſitoation of the poor, and intereſt 5 
W in it. 15 


ten more than 80 years ago, and ſtill extant, it appears, that 
the rent of theſe farms at that time, and probably of all the | 
reſt, was about a ſixth part of their preſent. rent. 


e, er ant Turn of the Ponds. is « writer 95 2 
this, during a reſidence of more than 30 years, has had the 
ſatisfaction of obſerving a gradual, yet a very ſtriking change 
on the face of the pariſh, by canals, and other efforts, 
I which have increaſed the mining, trade, and ſhipping ; by 
= good roads, convenient bridges, well built houſes, both in 
the towns and country; the whole upper pariſh, almoſt open, 
-Y now properly incloſed ; a better mode of culture eafily in- 
5 troduced, and willingly followed by the children of the old 


habitants, with rel] pet to moſt of the conveniencies and comforts ; 

= of life; and they have been projected and executed by many 
different ſorts of perſons concerned in them, not only with aju- 
Licious and proper regard to their own intereſt, but with a liberal 
and laudable public ſpirit. He moſt ſincerely wiſhes that it 
was in his power to give the ſame favourable teſtimony. of .. 
their improvement in a higher ſcale—he means that of their 
85 | minds and morals, But the conſtant influx of unknown per- 
bons from diſtant pariſhes, leſs under the reſtraints either of 
religion or character than the native inhabitants, is an unta- 
# rourable circumſtance in the way cf example. The manner 
of life both of the ſailors and miners, furniſhes ſome temp- 
tation to drunkenneſs and intemperance, and leads on to 
WB babits of theſe vices. The high wages of the miners, earned 
85 oy di agreeable and ſevere Ee are too often immediately 
= | pers 


From tacks of three of the beſt bum n the parith;. wr: „ 


farmers. 'P heſe things have improved the fituation of the in- 8 
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diffipated ; little laid up for the maintenance of their ami. 
lies, whoſe education is too much neglected. This, how- 
| ever, is with the exception of ſeveral individuals. The temp- 
tation is much increaſed by the cheapneſs of ſpirituous li- 
quyors, and the number of ! inns, and houſes for ſelling ſpirits. 
Of thele there are no leſs than 18 in- Stevenſton town, and 
16 in Saltcoats, 34 in the whole pariſh 3 an evil which ought 


to be ſomehow checked by a better police; for it certainly 


has very melancholy conſequences on the health, the induſ- 
try, and the morals of the people. It ſoon renders them 


- weak and crazy, turbulent and riotous, idle and worthleſs. 


It opens a door to pilfering, a and. all other vices connected 
85 idleneſs. | | 


Happily the diſorder here 1 is as yet confined 1 to the very 


8 loweſt claſs. 5 The generality of the people are fully as ſober, 
and perhaps more intelligent, as well as more induſtrious, than 


they were 30 years ago; and having employment enough, 
they are in a reaſonable degree eaſy and happy in their pre- 

| ſent fituation ; while ſeveral of them are very ingenious in 
diſcovering, and- attentive in improving the means in their 
power to better it. The luxury and profligacy of the great 
| towns have not yet reached them, 'The fortunes of the bet- 
ter for t are ſmall, indeed, but gradually increaſing by fruga- 
 lity. The ſituation of the greateſt part of the pariſhioners, 
with their habits of education, naturally create a prejudice in 
flavour of the ſea-faring life, and cheriſh, in young minds, 
the ſpirit of adventure. Numbers of them never return 


home, but marry, and ſettle in various places of the world. 


By far the greateſt part of thoſe who do return, behave de- 


cently in their families, and appear leſs infected with the 


vices of foreign countries than the generality of that claſs of 
men. Din the American war, it was computed that 
about 


So = 
about 200 Saltcoats ſailors (including the whole town) were 
on board the navy; one in the rank of a captain, three lieu- 
tenants, and above a dozen inferior officers in the fleet. 


Hints for the Improvement of the Pariſh.—The raiſing coals | 
from a depth of more than 50 fathoms, by double horſe _ 
gins, is very expenſive, There is a ſmall neat ſteam engine 
in the pariſh of Gorbals, a mile ſouth of Glaſgow, which, 
under the management of a ſingle man, performs the gin- 
work in half the time, and with much greater effect than 
any horſe gin; raiſing large baſkets full of coals alternately, 
from a depth of about 60 fathoms. | At the linking of a new Z 
dip-pit, this improvement may be worthy of the attention 
of our people, and, probably, many other improvements 

© 1 which the inventive genius of the prelent age may produce, ; 


bine the Gorbals machinery, which is very ſimple, with TT 
the machinery of every engine - pit, i. r. make a part of the 
water raiſed by the pumps to raiſe the coal at the ſame time. 
lf this be impraQicable, the hint will be forgiven from one 

2 who Potency & to no > Kill | in mechanics, 


1 is very pradticable to bein g a part of the 5 1700 
acres of tandy ground in this pariſh into good culture and 


2 ed in incloſing, levelling, and manuring, but would in the end 
refund the expence many fold. Three or four of the farms, 
1 and part of the parks of the two proprietors, are already on the 
ſrirts of that ground. The ſoil, though pure ſand, is very kind- 
2 ly, more fit for the graſs-huſbandry than the clay ſoil; more fit 
F for potatoes than any ſoil whatſoever. The looſeſt of the ſand 
- makes excellent garden ground. It will bear good wheat, which 
5 has been raiſed e on an acre of it in the glebe, and ſeveral acres 
of 


Perhaps an able mechanic might, with little expence, com- 5 


paſture; it would, indeed, require a great ſum to be expend= _ 


E 
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i it in the tales near Saltcoats. - ; As to the leveling 


Theſe Saltcoats incloſures were feued out, 15 years ago, ina 
ſtate perfectly uſeleſs to the eye, full of large hills or mound; 
of ſand. Theſe the fevers annihilated in a few weeks, with- 
out almoſt either labour or expence. After any heavy rain, 
they led the ſcattered water, which drilled over from the 
| Higher grounds into a ſingle very ſmall ſtream. This they | 
| directed againſt the middle of one of the ſand hills, which : 
Was gradually and ſoon undermined, of whatever height or | 
1 bulk it might be. Thus reducing them one after another, 8 
chey brought the whole incloſure to a dead level. The ſand 
hills, indeed, at a greater diſtance from the higher grounds, 
cannot be ſo eaſily ſubjected to this operation; but there are 
| acres and hundreds of acres which would need little levelling 
or 1 : 


 Enlorgement f the Harbour f Saltratr—The laſt thing de 


1 1 


» As thers is frarcely 8 any famed: on {ahi ſhore, the great 


difficulty would be to find manure ſufficient to raiſe one fingle 
good graſs crop, to bind the ſurface by the net-work of its 


roots, after which the ground would be gained. Lime, tho' 


| beneficial, does not anſwer ſo well as dung, eſpecially cow. 
dung. A village of manufacturers, enticed by cheap ſuel, and 
a very low rent or feu-duty, each family ſet down by itſelf, (as 
all manufacturers ought to be), with ſmall incloſures of three 
or four acres behind the houſes, would ſoon, by means of their 
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cows and potatoes, make their ſmall incloſures as valuable as = . 


the Saltcoats ones. The reſt, and by much the greateſt part of L 
the track, could not be brought into culture without much 
expence. But, as it is already, incloſed in part, by the canal BY 
and its various branches, it might be planted with trees of dif- 
ferent kinds beſt ſuited to the ſoil, eſpecially the pine or fir 
kinds; and, though the ſea air and ſtorms would undoubtedy BR 
deſtroy a ſmall part of the young trees moſt expoſed to this dan- 
ger, yet the reſt would ſoon riſe under the ſhelter of one an- 8 
other, favoured by the great inequality of that part of the BY 
ground, and, in proper time, turn this dreary, bare, barren By 


waſte, into a comfortable, extenſive, and valuable * 
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5 ſhips to enter. 
canal BE 
ik. containing 14 veſſels more, in water from 15 to 16 feet, and 
much more commodious than the preſent one. 
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ſerving attention is the enlargement of Saltcoats Harbour. 
Though the firſt building of it, 90 years ago, was a great ef- 4 
fort for a private gentlemen, it does not now ſuit the im- 
proved ſtate of the trade and ſhipping. It conſiſts of a quay, 
all of ſtone, about 24 feet thick, large hewn ſtones on each 
ſide, and an outer wall to ſhelter the ſhips, of a conſiderable 5 
height, This building runs along a natural ridge of rocks, 
in a ſtraight line from N. E. to 8. W. five hundred feet. 


I At the 8. W. end, it turns at a right angle, and runs through 


the ſea, more than a hundred and fixty feet, forming a pier 
which points nearly north. Within this rectangular ſpace is 
the preſent harbour, capable of containing 24 veſſels, having 
a proper clay bottom, dry at low water, and from 10 to 12 
| feet deep at ſpring tides, admitting veſſels of 200 tons. But, 
as only two large, and three ſmaller veſſels can be loaded at 
a time, and the large ones muſt be hauled down to the very 


end or point of the pier, before they can complete their load- ; 


ing, and muſt fail too, at a ſpring-tide, in order to make 
room for the loading of the reſt, I his delay is is a Ly great 
inconvenience in a the coal trade, 


To remove « which, it is i propiedad te to carry Grows the Grit 
deſcribed line of quay two hundred and fifty feet beyond the 
pier, onwards to the 8. W. along the ſame line of natural 
rocks, which ſtill continues. Then, to turn it through the 


1. 2: ſea, northward and eaſtward with a fingle obtuſe angle, till 
rt of jt it comes ſo near the point of the pier as to leave room for 


nuch Þ 


This would form an outer harbour capable of 


; For the 
= preſent pier (ſtripped of its outer wall) would ſtand as a 
ongue or middle quay between them, from which veſſels 


could take in a their loading on each tide 3 3 the largeſt always 
arren 


ling 


I The bottom of this ſpace is rocky; but, if it were deepened by | 


= 5 | Statflitl Acchunt 
Iying i in \ the deter harbour, which would admit dps of 306 


tons. Every perſon may conceive in a moment of what ad. 


5 vantage this would be to the trade of Saltcoats, where the 
veſſels now frequently lie for ſeveral weeks before they can 
receive their loading; ; while, in the mean time, perhaps the 

Price of Eoals i is high at Dublin, and an Engliſh fleet of col- 

liers arrives there before them, and brings down the price 

. three or four ſhillings a ton. The public benefit alſo would 
de very conſiderable to the Glaſgow ſhips, and to all other 

15 ſhips checked within the bay, as they ſometimes are, by weſ- 

terly ſtorms. They, would then have a better place of ſhel- 

ter to run into than under the Lady lile, deſcribed page 3. 

:. amd" at times, too, when perhaps, from the courſe of the : 
: winds, that Ifte was en to them, - 


ar 


Or ine, a more inn alt attention 101 ardour has been | 
: raiſed about this object, partly owing to the ſtatiſtical i inqui- 


ries now going forward. Within this fortnight, (26th May * 
1791), an accurate ſurvey has been taken, and plans and eſti. 5 
mates drawn out, which ſtate the expence of this very im- 15 
portant improvement at only about 20001, Small as this L 
ſum may appear, it will require the aſſiſtance of public ſpirit- 
ed perſons. It is eſpecially worthy of the attention of the 
| Fart of Eglinton, who has ſuch a particular connection 5 
with this riſing town. The line which divides the two : 
pariſhes runs acroſs. the preſent harbour from eaſt to welt, | 
On the north or Ardroſſan fide, which is his Lordſhip's pro- - 


perty, there is a ſheltered place for ſhips, nearly double the E 


extent of both the inner and outer harbours which front it, 


raiſing the rock, which is free-ſtone, (and would be very uſe- 5 


ful in building the new harbour), and if a quay were carried BM 


out from the north fide, till it ſhould come not far from the : 


point 


been 
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) Pro- 


E Stevenſton. 1 A 


point of the et pier, and the hath tune baſon com- 
pleted, (which perhaps would not coſt above another 1000 l.), 
it would make one of the moſt convenient and ſpaciong har- * 
bours i in che ——— | 


10 the ons. report, » miles always mean n Engliſh miles, a and i 
arres Scotch acres, | | 
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PARISH or ARDROSSAN. 


ce aun; 1 4 beer, of Iroine—Synd 7 
| \ Glaſgow and oo” 1 8 


202 Reverend My Jon Do xen. 


Na me, Situation, and Extent. : 


HIS pariſh takes its name from a ſmall promontory 
which terminates in a ridge of romantic rocks run- 
ning i into the ſea, about a mile and a half from the town of : 
Saltcoats. It probably obtained the well known prefix Ard | 
from its conſpicuous ſituation, having the ſea on one fide, 
and flat fields on the other; or from the rank of the ancient 
' Proprietors, who are ſaid to have had extenſive poſſeſſions in 
this country. It is ſituated about 18 ſtatute miles from the 
town of Ayr, and ſix miles from Irvine. The different e- 
| tenſions and diviſions of the pariſh are very irregular. 'The $ 
medium length, from north to ſouth, is ſix miles or thereby; 
its greateſt breadth about 1 and its leaſt does not Excook | 
three miles. go 


33 15 Soil. The ſurface of the pariſh is a mixture of ll 
hilly and flat country, in moſt places fit for the plough, in WY 
others only for paſture, Though more than nine-tenths of | 

it be arable, and capable of high improvement, yet the far 
2 part even of the beſt lands remains in paſture. Be- 

twizt 


C 22 „ - 
twixt the Caſtle of Ardroffan and the limits of the parifh, | 


on the caſt, is a beautiful inclined plain, moſtly of very good 


ground. Towards the weſt, the hills are nearer the ſea. 
About two miles from the coaſt, a ridge of ſmall hills bound 
the proſpect. The tops of ſome of them are planted with 
l of large clumps of foreſt trees, which have a voy pleaſing ef⸗ 1 
fect. Beyond theſe the ſurface is irregular; in ſome places 


coarſe and marſhy; in others dry, fruitful, and pleaſant. 


The ſoil is various. Betwixt the point of Ardroflan and 
town of Saltcoats, graſs and clover grow ſpontaneouſly with- 


in a very little of flood-mark. The ſand is ſoon ſucceeded 


by a thin layer of earth, on a pebbley bottom. A little far- 


ther from the ſhore, it is moſtly a loamy earth, with a mix- RE 


5 ture of ſand, On the north-eaſt and north ſides of the pa- 
tory riſh, the ſoil is, in general, a ſtrong deep clay, capable of 


run- bearing great crops when well drained and manured, but apt 


n of Wt to - Eg ony bent and other coarſe . where it is ne· 20 


ade, | | | 2 | 
1ent 1 Though * ſoil a this 3 bs in Web üng 
is in capable of very high improvement; yet, in many places, the 


the ſtate of agriculture, compared with that of other pariſhes in 
ex · ¶ the ſame country, is much behind. Its preſent ſtate, how- 
The ever, compared with that in the remembrance of ſome old 
eby ; E men, ſhows that the farmers have not been altogether idle or 
ceed ignorant. Forty, even thirty years ago, the land was almoſt. 
in a ſtate of nature, very low rented, and the pariſh almoſt: | 
. deſtitute of incloſures. At that time far mers had very few 
inducements to ingenuity and activity. Towns and villages | 
in the neighbourhood | were very ſmall, compared to what 
they are at preſent ; conſequently, the conſumpt of the pro- 
duce much leſs, and the price of vivres not above the half, in 
many inſtances not above the third of what they now bring. 
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44 5 Statiſtical dent 


Low as theſe were, Ireland was able ho to underſell them 
in the common neceſſaries of lite, _ man chende, but. 
e nnn c. 


1 re. —Belides the s want t of ee he want \ of 


roads may be juſtly reckoned a great bar to improvements of 
every kind, It was not till the year 1779 that a turnpike. 
road was in the whole pariſh. At preſent, all theſe put to- 
3 gether do not much exceed five miles. The other roads to 
: church and market, to lime and coal, in the winter, and even 
in a wet ſummer, are almoſt impaſſable. Beſides, ſo long as 
the preſent ſyſtem of farming was unknown or diſcredited in 
this country, labour in the fields was conſidered as mere 
drudgery, ſcarcely fit to procure a decent ſubſiſtence, - The 

| ſons of farmers, rather than follow the profeſſion of their 

| . forefathers, chooſe to be bred to the ſea ; ; and the ſucceſs of | 

a few fortunate adventurers was ſufficient to draw numbers to Ur 
that line. Their parents were not averſe to the choice. Hear. : 

- ing of riſe of the rents in their neighbourhood, dreading the 5 


ſame riſe in their own farms, and inſenſible to the advantages 


ariſing from new improvements, they looked upon bankruptcy | 


and beggary as the certain conſequences of continuing farm- f | 
ers. Such are the probable cauſes why the ſtate of agricul 
ture is ſo much behind in this pariſh, But, of late years, 


matters in this reſpect have taken a very favourable turn, 


owing, in a great meaſure, to the laudable example of the : 
reſiding herltors, gentlemen, and clergy in the neighbour- N 
hood, and a few {pirited individuals who have made farming 5 


their ſtudy. Not only the incloſur es about the town of Salt- ; 


coats, but ſome farms in the pariſh, are making rapid pro- 
greſs to a high ſtate of improvement. In providing the f 
means, Nature has indeed been very liberal. The ſhore 
abounds with ſea· weed, a manure of the beſt kind for the 8 
ad; Jac ent 


7 ehen. 


45- 


adjacent ſoit, pattieularly for raiſing burley erops. The i 
terior part of the pariſh has, in many places, great abundance 
of lime and coal, which is wrought at a moderate rate. With 
ſuch advantages, and a ſpirit of ingenuity and application, 
which is daily gaining ground, there is every reaſon to hopfe 
for a vaſt ncreate to the n the PO” . 1 


e TT 


Prams, Heritors—The Earl of. 1 is patron: and 10 
proprietor of far the greateſt part of the pariſh, The valu- 
ation of the whole amounts to 29701. of which his Lord- - 
ſhip's property makes 20141. 10s. The remaining part of 


the pariſh belongs to >. four Gs and three ee 
| heritors, i 1 2 | 


| Ecelfaftcal Ste —The living has never been augmented = 


W voce 1650, but, on the contrary, has ſuffered ſeveral dila- 


pidations. It is, communibus annis, about 751. Sterling, ex | 
duſive of manſe and glebe. The pariſh-church is a neat, 
plain edifice, well finiſhed, and large. It is fituated in the 


veſt end of the town of Saltcoats. The preſent manſe is in 
a ruinous ſtate, but a plan is agreed on for a new one, to be 

4 built ſoon, The glebe and garden contain five acres one | 
L rood of 8000 ground. 


e gunuet ES to the ſchoolmaſter by the 


; variſh is 61. 38. 4 d. Sterling. His other emoluments and 
by ices are very low. Forty-two years ago, however, the pre- 


ſent incumbent accepted this office, after having received a 


iy college education, capable of teaching the languages, and the 
= practical parts of geometry, trigonometry, and navigation, in 

che laſt of which he has been very ſucceſsful. 
e regretted, that pariſh ſchools muſt, in all probability, ſoon 


It is much to 


: 46 7 8 , | | Star] 2 Haun 


be occupied by men of no rerature, and thet an advantage 
which Scotland has long had over all other nations ſhould 
be allowed to dwindle away for want of ſupport. The pariſh 
ſchool-houſe of Ardroſſan is almoſt in ruins, but about to be 
rebuilt. It was the gift of che ne Earl of — vith 
i M garden to the maſter,” | 5 5 


55 ' Population —The country part of the pariſh, eſpecially to 
: wards the coaſt, is thinly inhabited. Farms of conſiderable 
extent are only uſed for paſture, and ſome of them rented by | 


perſons who reſide at a diſtance. The farmHouſfes which 
are inhabited amount to 31, (befides 2 or 3 that are unin- 


| habited). Theſe are occupied by 219 perſons, old and young, 
- viz. 31 fathers, heads of families, 29 wives and widows, 23 | 
= ſons above the age of 16 years, 24 below that age, 29 daugh- 
ters above the age of 16 years, 26 below that age, 31 male, 
and 28 female ſervants of different ages. There are beſides, 
In the country part of the pariſh, a few ſubtenants, herds, 
and cottagers, whoſe families amount to 105 perſons, viz, 
TE 20 fathers, heads of families, 23 wives and widows, 4 ſons . 
above the age of 16 years, 20 below that age, 13 daughters 
above 16 years, 22 below that age, beſides 3 female ſervants, 
Total amount of the country . of the pariſh, 324 FRO 
old and young. 


ett 0 this part of the town of Saltcoats which 


| ſtands in the pariſh of Ardroſſan, there are 230 houſes, the 
annual rent of which is computed at 7401, Theſe are occu- i 
pied by 216 fathers, heads of families, 254 wives and widows, ; 


150 ſons above the age of 16 years, 153 below that age, 176 : 
daughters above the age of 16 years, 187 below that age, 24 ; 


journeymen and apprentices, who only occaſionally reſide in 


the pariſh, and 34 female ſervants, making in whole 1194 
" JO 5 


tape 
ould 


158 


7 to- 
rable 


d by | 


hich 
min- 
ung, 
23 


ugh- 
nale, 
ides, 


erds, Wchicfly inhabited by ſailors, ſhip-carpenters, and weavers *, 


viz, Of the laſt, beſides thoſe employed in working the ſtaples of 


he country, near 90 are employed in the ſilk and cotton 
ately Z branches by the Glaſgow and Paiſley manufacturers. Theſe 


ants, have not increaſed ſo much as was at firſt expected, They 


Gs Z have all the inconveniencies of diſtance tr 
ns, 
Pf manufacture: They are always the 


5 i ariſing from a ſtagnation of trade, and the laſt 


ſons 


kick 


1194 
-fons. 


: of Ardrofſſans * 


perſons. This, added to the number in the country, makes 
the whole amount to 1518 perſons. The average number 
of births for 10 years is annually 37, deaths 38, marriages 
14. Thoſe who are baptiſed by diſſenting miniſters, and 
thoſe who die at ſea, are not | Included, * 1 he N of dil. 
ſenters | is uncertain, . 


Mts inhabitants of Saltcoats are, in general, 
ſober and induſtrious, Perhaps no ſea-port town in Scotland 
is more ſo. In the whole pariſh of Ardroſſan there are only 
five public-houſes, moſt of which are indifferently frequented, 


and none licenſed to deal in foreign liquors. Drunkea riots 

happen very rarely even among the lower orders of the 
people. In ſobriety me regularity, the "OT, work are e : 
exemplary. 18 1 


JJ ᷣͤ 


the chief ſeats 
Irſt who feel the dif. 


who are benefited by Its revival. A few ſhoes are made here 


the : for exportation. 


cu- 8 | 
ows, i 
e, 24 
de in 5 ſee the ſtatiſtical account of Stevenſton by the Reverend Dr 
James Woodrow. In that pariſh the harbour, and nearly one 


drtiuitis,—Some hill bern in the pariſh. are evidently, : ar- 
tificial, 


* For a more particular account of the trade of Saltcoats, 


Walt of the town are ſituated, 


„ Sfical deu 


-tificial, and very probably contain the remains of the chick 
ho fell i in, W at the time the Danes and We, * of. 
8 . HiQted 


* To bills are > remarkable 9. a tradition - in ; the county | 
conrernin them. The firſt is ſituated on the northern extre. 
mity of the parifh, called Knockgeorgan. It is acceſſible only 
on one ſide; and, from its central ſituation, there is a mol: 
_. extenſive proſpect of the inland country, the Frith of Clyde, | 
and Weſtern Iſles. The veſtiges of an ancient camp are very] 
"eaſily traced on this hill, particularly the ramparts and gate. 
ways, and in the middle an artificial mound, from whence in| 
times of diſtreſs, or when a Daniſh fleet was ſeen advancing to. 
_ wards the ſhore, ſignals of alarm were made. The other is on 
the eaſtern extremity of the ſame ridge of hills, called Round. 

Hill, the top of which is entirely a piece of art, 28 yards in 
15 length, and 18 yards broad, and ſeems to have been conſtrut . 
ted for a ſimilar purpoſe with the former. From theſe two hills 
by ſmoke in the day, and by flame in the night, ſignals were 
communicated from hill to hill till the whole inland countr7 
was alarmed. That hill tops, in convenient ſituations, were 
uſed for this purpoſe, is evident often from their names. For 
example, Lowdown, ſituated on the extremity of Ayrſhire to thei 
_ eallt, ſignifies 2% bill flame. Betwixt Round-hill and Lowdown 
the country is almoſt a plain upwards of 20 miles. Not fa 
from Round-hill is a ſmall farm, called Tower-lodge, where ih 
is ſaid the centinel who had this charge conſtantly reſided. I: 
was originally a gitt of the Crown, and to this day pays no cels = 
teind, or any other public burden. OS 
The Caſtle of Ardroſſan is of a antiquity, and frond E 
from what is {till ſanding, to have been originally a huge 
building. Its walls were entire when Cromwell viſited this pan 
of the country, and fixed his head quarters at the county tou 
: That uſurper had rendered himſelf very unpopular by occupy 
ing the church of Ayr as an armoury ; and, to conciliate the 
minds of the people to his meaſures, he beautified the town, bj 
building the fort and parapet, which are yet ſtanding. Fo P 
this purpoſe, he threw down the walls of the Caſtle of Ard 
Jan, and carried the ſtones in boats over ſea, ſo little were qua- 
Ties known in theſe days, in which the county of Ayr al 
moſt every where abounds! The Ear] of Eglintoune at thai 
time reſided in the ſmall iſland of Cumbray, and muſt have fcc! 
with much pain a place of ſuch ſtrength and beauty belonging 
to him laid in ruins. After the relloration, che fort of Ay 
_ e | and 
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of Kedron. 19 


An ified this coaſt with their ravages. F rom one of theſe 
53h mounds, on the * of a ſmall hill near ee bones 1 were 5 
ol lately dug up. 

antry i Price of Labor and P. vi be wages ofven to 1 12 
15 : meſtic ſervants. vary, according to their age, ſtrength, and | 
mol: WF abilities. A good plowman receives 4 1. Storz 2 boy ca- 85 


Ayde, 
very 


pable of driving a plough or cart, a guinea; female ſervants . 


gate. from 15 8. to 35 s. for half a year's ſervice. Aj journeyman . 
ce in maſon receives 22 d. per day in Summer, 20 d. in Winter; 
ig to. d. bak 5 

” 2 wright 18. 6 d.; a ſhip's carpenter 25. 3 common labourers 
ound. from 16 d. to 18. a day. There being no market day, 1 
rds in market place, the ſupply and price of proviſions are variable. 1 5 


bills The prices are pretty much regulated by the next market: 


were town (Irvine), though in general higher. Great quantities 
10 BY of meal and oats are ſometimes imported from the coaſt 
were 
mY of Galloway. This renders theſe commodities ſometimes = 
to the cheaper here than in inland towns; but in years of ſcarcity, . 


„do va 8 
ys ſuch importation ceaſes, they muſt be dearer, In the Win- 


nere i ter ſeaſon, rabbits are ſold without the ſkin at 7d. a pair. 1 


d. a It is ſingular, that in a country ſo populous and cloſe by tl 


ſeem are to be found in great quantities on the coaſt of Arran, 
„ hoße and could never fail of finding a ready market, The inha=- 


is part | 5 I 3 
- town. bitants of Ayr long laboured under the ſame inconveniency, 


ſea, | none think of making fiſhing a buſineſs, eſpecially as fiſh _ 


ccupy- till a colony of fiſhermen from the North ſettled in that - 


70 7 place. In the courſe of a few years theſe have enriched 
„ Fa themſelves, and continue to ſupply the town and neiglibour- 
\ rdrol: hood of Ayr at a moderate rate. Saltcoats is a ſtill more 
e quai | 
5 1 8 8 for a colony of the ſame profeſſion t to ſucceed z 
ve. {een = & : | 
ono : 
+ Al 45 
aul 
1 


and - ia about, were granted to this noble nd in reward. 
of their loyalty, and by way of compenſation for the demoli- 
| tion of the Callle of Ardroſſan. 


5 Ts 22 Account. 


for beſides that the country adjacent 4 is equally, oh more 
populous, it is much nearer large towns and villages; Irvine, 
Stewartown, Kilbarchan, Lochwinnoch, Johnſton, Paiſley, 


Poor. — The number of poor have greatly increaſed of late 


| years. They have as yet no other ſource of ſupply than vo. 


luntary contributions; and conſequently, the ſtock formerly 
made up of the overplus of this is rapidly upon the decline. 
In the year 1741, five ſtated penſioners received 58. per 
month, divided among them; in 1751, thirteen received 
14s. 2 d.; in 1761, twelve received 148. 11 d.; in 1771, 
cleven received 14s. 6 d.; in 1781 „eleven received 155. 
6 d.; in 1791, the monthly penſions exceed in whole 50s, 
955 Beſides the ſtated penſioners, ſome poor receive occaſionally 


ſſmall ſums to aid them in n houſe rents. Poor chil- 


Aren are ee to > read. 


"wi das the ade a Saltcoats regular, 
perinanent, and productive; to maintain good order and 
5 comfort to the inhabitants; aud to invite ſtrangers to ſettle 
in a place ſo healthful and pleaſant, various improvements, 
of no very coſtly nature, are abſolutely neceflary, and with- 
out which there is much reaſon to fear its decline. The 
preſent Harbour is by far too ſmall for the number of ſhips, 


and might at no great expence be made one of the beſt of 


its fize in Britain :. There is no magiſtracy, or any eſta- 
: bliſhed police in Saltcoats, though the number of inhabitants 


exceeds 2200 perſons z and of conſequence, the virtuous and 


inoffenſive part of the community muſt frequently pocket 
injuries, becauſe their poverty puts it out of their power to 
{eck redreſs I in a diſtant and expenſive court, Vagrants and 


N ſturdy 
* See Statiſtical Account of n, 
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of de., V' 
e ſturdy beggars may pilfer and oppreſs almoſt with. Jnagunitjc: ; 


5 in no place are they more clamorous and impertinent. 
7 Laſt winter, a murder was committed on the body of a poor 
young woman, who reſided in town, The horrid deed was 
perpetr ated 1 in the fields, at no great diſtance, After the 
e diſcovery, the ſuppoſed murderer with the greateſt compo- 
. ſure returned to town, where he lodged all night, and ef- 


y feed his eſcape next day, before the juitices could poſſibiy 
begin a precognition; and every attempt ſince that time to 
ee him bas . truitleſs, . | 


Were the t town of Saltcoats . environs erected into a 
corporation, as Port- Glaſgow lately was, beſides the ſuppreſ- : 
fion of ſmall crimes, it would no longer give ſhelter to great 
ones. Men of wealth, virtue, and ability would be happy to 
exert themſelves for the common good; the inhabitants in 
general would be taught to reſpect, and find themſelves . 


= town increaſes in riches and population, i it would alſo increaſe 
in virtue and ref] pecability. 


1 


5 happy, under lawful authority; and in proportion as the 5 
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oy c Starr / rele- Y 2 
5 | Synod of As A "i 


2 * Reverend Me Jon GanL1Es MarTLaND. ; 


N ame and Appearance. 


NN Apr, or Monnigaff, is ſaid to mean, in \ Gaelic WT ha 
— 4 a ſtony muir, which is abundantly deſcriptive of the f 
greater part of this pariſh. The country exhibits a very 
5 rugged appearance, being compoſed of rocky and heath £0- b 
25 vered hills, ſome of them of * N be DA. : 


5 "Tinh of the partth as des. —_ 
Breadth, about 12 ditto. 5 4 om 
. in 1748, lee 5 | 

in 1755, 1209 

— in 1792, 1420 

Increaſe i in 44 years 592 f 
This increaſe is chiefly owing to the mines. 
Average number of ee 40 yearly. FP, 
| Valued rent N L. 7586: 10 Scots. 
Real rent ee nine beni L. 5925 Sterling. 


e Di oe, 9%. — The elimate in all the lower grounds . 
is mild The cb is ſeldom viſited with any epidemical i 
5 caſc. 


ſenſe. The a des is -ofien attended hk fatal | 

effects i in this neighbourhood, owing to the neglect of inocu- 

ation, Some unhappy ſcruples, flowing from a miſtaken Z 
religious principle, prevent the people from doing that duty 1 

o their children which Providence has pointed out by this im- 

portant diſcovery. Inſtances of longevity are frequent in this 

darin. One man, ſtill alive, is ſaid to be 118 years „„ 
This, however, reſts chiefly on his own teſtimony, as no 
authentic record of his birth has ever been produced. A 

name is William Marſhall ; he has the remains of an athleric | ; 
ame. In his youth he was a ſoldier; he ſays he ſerved 

under King William in Ireland. If this was the caſe, he 
ertainly does not exaggerate his age; but of this part of his 
Wiſtory there is no better evidence than that of his age itſelf. 

elic, That his age, however, is very great, there is this preſump- 15 

the ive proof, that none of the oldeſt people 1 in the e e, have 5 

very N ver r contradicted his aſſertion. 8 

co. 


E —The only 1 river of any confequence is the c 
. which forms the boundary between this pariſh and Penning- 5 
' ame, and empties itſelf into Wigton Bay. This river is for 
ome miles ſmall, and runs through a bleak and dreary coun- 
: ry, but is ſoon conſiderably increaſed by ſeveral large ſtreams, 
4 which terminate in it. As ſoon as it has received this addi- 
ion of waters, its appearance is changed in every reſpect. 5 
Waſtead of holding its courſe through rocks and muirs, it 
- glides ſlowly and beautifully, for ſome miles, through a rich 
1 alley, abruptly bounded on each fide by banks covered with 


"as f wood. The river in this place 1 is broad, and the whole forms | 
Þ landſcape truly romantic and ee 

zunds i | But TOR is not the moſt valuable characteriſtic of the | 

mica eee; it mingles the uſcful with the agreeable, It is navi- 


ſeaſe, 5 gable . 


0 Cree. It is found only in one other river in Scotland, vi 
the Forth at Stirling. it makes its appearance only during * 
a few days in March, at which time they are caught in greu 
. quantities. They both taſte and ſmell ſtrongly of ruſhes; : 
and this flavour, although uncommon, is to moſt + peopk : 


that this pariſh. contains ſeveral mountains, ſome of which E 
are higher than any in the ſouth of Scotland. Cairn 
muir is 1737 feet above the level of the ſea; and there 1 
are one or two more which are 20 or 3o feet higher; : 
but, ariſing from a more elevated baſe, their altitude is not 5 
fo ſtriking. There are many others of a leſs conſiderable . 
5 height. — Theſe mountains, though apparently barren, are 1 
not unproductive. Large quantities of lead have been dug 5 
from their bowels. The military road from London to e 
Dublin paſſes through this pariſh for ſeveral miles. It wa 5 


ore was accidentally diſcovered by a ſoldier, who was at | 
work. This important diſcovery was firſt made in the pro- 
perty of Mr Heron of Heron. It produced, at one time, 


8 22 lla 


gable for Senat miles up, which ka been the ſires-of About 
the agricultural improvements which have been made in there 1 
part of the country. It likewiſe produces excellent fiſh bout 
different kinds ; but the beſt and moſt abundant ſpecies i 
the ſalmon. Theſe are found in conſiderable quantitie here 
Even in the beginning of the ſeaſon, when ſalmon are eſteem. 
ed a rarity, they are ſold at two-pence per pound; and, & 
5 * the whole ſeaſon, the your. never varies. 


The ſmelt « or » Reid a very 1 rare e fh, i is alſo found i in th 4 


 agrecable, ome 
1 5 | | ES = c. 
Hin _ Ab hits been N abivrecd Z ſn 


in making this road, in the year 1763, that a piece of lead. 


15 — $ 

« [ 
about 
FATE 

8 
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bout 400 ton H bre per annum to Mr Heron, and thoſe who 
rere in company with him. At preſent, it yields them only | 
bout 30. It was found that the veins, leaving Mr Heron's 
nds, went into thoſe of Mr Dunbar of Machermore; and 
here it is at preſent ſucceſsfully wrought. Some years it 


f al 
1 this 
h « 
ies i 
ties 


eem-Wroduces from four to five hundred tons of ore. The ore, Es 


hen ſmelted, yields, for every three tons, two of lead. It 
rings at market 181, per ton when ſmelted, and 81. in ore. 
has been aſſayed, but will not bear the expence of extrac- 
ng the ſilver. It is not carried above a mile by land till 
hey put it on board ſmall veſſels; and then they generally 


du 


n the 


via, | 


urinary it to Cheſter, to which place they can run, vith a fair 
oreatil ind, in 18 or 20 un. | 
ſhes; 7 


opt: Wands But lead i is not the only ente of our hills. ES. 
5 n ome of them, eſpecially thoſe in the vicinity of the Cree, 
rc covered with uſeful wood. There is no land in the pa- 
rredl * in more productive than that which is employed i in this 
ia , Hanne. The greater part of this belongs to the Earl of 
urn Y Galloway, who lately fold the cutting of his woods for 6000 
there! Z Wuineas, although the trees were then only from 25 to 30 
her; F ears old. The wood is moſtly charred, except a very ſmall 
$ not Z uantity which is uſed in the neighbourhood for domeſtic 
rable 5 irpoſes. Belides Lord Galloway's, there is a good deal of 
ai ther wood in the pariſh ; but its value has not been ſo well 
dug certained. In all theſe woods, the moſt PRES * : 
n to x jes of trees are the oak and the aſh, 
T7) Mz | nr gr on Dy 
lead: Shop, Black Cattle, Horſes, Ge. Sheep are certainly the _ 
18 at 5 aple commodity of this pariſh. It is believed that their 
pro- | amber is not leſs than zhirty thouſand. Although, from the 
8 iyneſs of the farmers to give an exact account of their ſtock, 


ime, 
bout e information on this ſubject cannot be perfectly accurate, 
# | yet 


3 | Statfical dens 


» yet; it is ig es this ſtatement is not aaa. Br, 
1 | although ſheep are evidently an object of ſo much importance 
to the farmer, yet little regard has been hitherto paid to the 
improvement of the breed. Indeed, no experiment has eve 
deen made for this purpoſe. They have been contented with 
the breed which they found upon the grounds, which is cer. 
tainly far from being good. They are of a ſmall ſpecies; wit 
black face and legs, and covered with wool of a very inferly 
| quality, They are generally ſold at three years old, at which 
5 age they are, at an average, worth 121. per ſcore. They 
then weigh, if ſlaughtered, 12 pounds per quarter. The 
wool ſells for gs. a ſtone; and it commonly requires ſeven c 
eight fleeces to the ſtone. The ſheep are, I believe, unit. 
fally laid, which, although prejudicial to the quality of wobl 
1 deemed a N precaution . the en of 
Vinter. ET 


"MT Beſides ſheep, there are a conſiderable quantity of black 
| cattle bred in the pariſh. Theſe have all the advantage 
common to Galloway cattle, which are well known to be 
remarkably handſome. They are ſhort legged, deep in the 
rib, broad over the loins, and, in general, without horns 
They weigh remarkably well to their apparent bulk. The 

bullocks and heifers bred in this pariſh are ſold at three and 
four years old, when they are ſent to the Engliſh my 
where they bring an excellent price. ol 


; - hers are few horſes bred for Cate. In the upper part d 
ö the pariſh, there are ſtill ſome remains of the true Gallow! 
breed, which, although ſmall, are remarkable for figure, pt 
Tit, and durability. They are the ſame with the Corniſh, 
the Welſh, and Hebridian ponies, and are the ancient Britil 
breed, In the lower parts of the pariſh, where horſes att 

8 | 5 ; 5 mort 
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Bu more winted for the purpoſes of agriculture, they enen N 
ante aſe bers Saale 2 1 . e ee . 


There are 450 bred in the 1 forive goats, which are 


ged grounds which are frequently to be met with. Their 


"with number i is not "OT n * are worth 71: or 81. per ä el 
ori ſore. 9 8 W ane 
The Rent, Soil, Crops.—The rent of land varies aſtoniſhingly | : 
The in different parts of the pariſh. In ſome places it is let not 

en oi by the acre, but by the mile, one farm containing ſeveral in 
river extent each way. In the ſouthern part of the pariſh, arable 
woch land brings from 20s. to 308. per acre. The ſoil is ſuch as 


cy i might be expected from the appearance of the country. Bar- 8 
1a renneſs is certainly its moſt ſtriking characteriſtic. There is, 
7 however, a ſmall ſtripe of land lying along the Cree, which 
black is abundantly fertile. The ſoil of this is light and ſhallow, 
"tag" but kindly, and, in wet ſeaſons, produces excellent crops. 

to be 


{ The part of this tract which lies neareſt Wigton Bay is of a 
different quality, being a deep clay, and in ſome places cover- 
ed with moſs. This is not unfertile, The crops raiſed are 
oats, barley, rye, wheat, potatoes, and turnip. What number 
| of acres are reſpectively occupied by each of theſe cannot eaſily 
be determined. By far the greateſt number is employed in rai- 


a the 
norm; 

The 
e and 
rket5 


art 0 rather as experiments, than as forming a part of the general 


lov plan of huſbandry. Theſe experiments have been ſucceſsful. 
e, p The whole grain produced in the peri does no more than | 
rnily ſupply the inhabitants. 
Britiſh | 

es art 


Feel ehaflical State of the Pari 10. TAE, he inhabitants of Gal- 


mor Vol. V. : - loway $6 


ſuppoſed to anſwer better than ſheep on the exceflively rug= 


fing oats; and, next to them, in barley or bear. Wheat and 
turnips are not cultivated to any extent, and have been tried 


8 Stathfical hau 


END Joway' have Whom enjoyed, in a very great. 4 a 
valuable bleſſing of peace and unanimity in their religious 
_ ſentiments. Diſſenſion of any kind has been leſs known than 

in almoſt any other part of Scotland. There are few Sece- 
dees in this pariſh from the eſtabliſhed Church. There are, 
55 however, two or three families of Antiburghers and M. Mil. 


lamites. One of the clergymen of the latter ſect has his reſi- 
dence in the pariſh, although the number of his adherents is 
d ſmall. He preaches occaſionally in different parts of 


| Galloway, and at home only by turns. The amount of the 
ſtipend is 7 2 J. 4s. Sterling. The glebe conſiſts of 20: acres 
of land, 10 of which are arable, The value of the living, 
excluſive of the houſes and garden, may be about 841. per 
annum. The number of poor perſons upon the pariſh-roll is 


at preſent 25. Theſe receive about 30 I. per annum, which is 


diſtributed to them quarterly. This ſum ariſes almoſt en- 
tirely from the collections made on the Sabbath, a very ſmall 
part of it only being the intereſt of ſome money left for their 


| behoof, From this account of the matter, it appears that 


the poor are but very indifferently provided for. The heri- 
tors have never been aſſeſſed, although this is a meaſure 
which it would certainly be prudent and humane to adopt. 


7 Prices of Labour and Prouiſons.— The prices of labour are 
various. In huſbandry, during ſpring, ſummer, and harveſt, 
the labourer receives 18. per day at ordinary works. For 
cutting peats, 18. 49:3 for cutting hay, 18. 6d. A woman 
at weeding, &c. 6d. But, at reaping, both men and women 
receive 18. In winter, a man gets 10 d. The labourer who 
is hired by the year, and has a family, is generally paid by 
what is called a benefit. This benefit conſiſts of a houſe, 
garden, co ſtone of oat-meal, 2 or 3 pounds in money, his 
fuel led home, — to plant 3 or 4 buſhels of potatoes, 
. FD 


. 7 ea. ©. 

When he eats in \ his maſter's houſe; this is all that he re- ; 

ceives ; but, if he eats in his own, he is allowed to keep a 

cow, and has ſome addition made to his money or meal. | 5 

Theſe benefits are worth from 15 J. to 161. yearly. Upon 5 
this, when they are ſober, which is moſtly the caſe, and their 
wives induſtrious, they are enabled to bring up healthy and 
vigorous families, and to give them all the education which 
their ſituation in life requires. I do not know one inſtance. 


people, however, are certainly much owing to the potatoes | 
which they are allowed to plant. A great part of their ſuſte- 


ber nance is derived from this ſource. The huſband generally taxes 
Il is care to have them well dunged, and his wife and children 


employ their leiſure hours in keeping them clean; ſo that 
the cottagers potatoes generally look the beſt of any in the 
field, —A farm ſervant living! in the houle get” 8 l. 5 2 2 maid | 


ſervant 31. * annum. 5 TY 


that LS Ins SORT oh, 
eri- 1 A Ehe language at preſent ſpo- 
ſure W ken in this pariſh is that which is common to all the low 


4 lands of Scotland. But, although it is a dialect of the Eng- 
liſh which is now ſpoken, there is no doubt that Gaelic was 
formerly the language of this country, and of all the weſt 


reſts coaſt of Britain, but a few ages ago. Buchanan fays, that 
For this was the language of Galloway even in his time, The 


names of Places 1 in this pariſh confirm the tr uth or. the re- 
mark. | | 


The people of this EY are, in i general, ſober EY in- 


who 
| by duſtrious. They have been even able, in a great meaſure, to 
uſe, . withſtand the pernicious influence of Pritiſh ipirits, which, 


do the misfortune of this country, are too commonly in uſe, 
The lane claſſes policls a degree of information which is 
_ unuſual 


of indigence in the parith which has not proceeded from mifſ@ 


are moſlly wealthy, and live in a very comfortable tile, 


= _ armour, all of which ſeem to have been offenſive. One of 


was ſhaped on one ſide like a hatchet 3 but, ſubjoined to the 


„ Ky Rical Kaan 


. unuſual among peaſants· While engaged in tending their | 
ſheep they have long intervals of leiſure. Many of them fill 
up theſe with reading and reflection. Hence they are always 
better informed than the mechanics, « or even "Om labouren 
who are engaged in agriculture, -- | 
Many of the-farmers are decent and intelligent men. „ The 


Some of them pay a great deal of rent. One, in particular, 
pays you many w n, and A. 8 Rock af near * Good 
ſheep. ETD 


© Hntiquiticco— There: were formerly General dcs tom the 
banks of the Cree. In the year 1754, ſome of theſe were 
opened, and arms found in them, particularly three pieces of 


them was formed very much like a halbert. The ſecond 


. back part of this hatchet, there was an inſtrument reſembling Wt C 
a pavier's hammer. The third was like a ſpade, but much 
ſmaller in ſize. Each of theſe had a proper aperture for re- 
ceiving a handle. When they were firſt diſcovered, they 
were ſo much covered with ruſt, with which they ſeemed to 
be much corroded, that it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh of 
| what metal they were made; but they were at laſt found to 
be of braſs. They lay for many years in a farm-houſe in the 
pariſh; but it is not now known what is become of them, 
Near the place where theſe were found, ſome veſtiges of an 
intrenchment are ſtill to be diſcovered ; and formerly, at no 
great diſtance from this, ſome large ſtones were placed, in- 
cloſing a circular piece of ground. Theſe circumſtances tend 
| ſtrongly to confirm the truth of an account which Buchanan, 
in his Hiſtory of Scotland, gives of a battle which was fought 
near the Cree, by the Scots on one ide, and the Romans 
and Picts on the other. 
0 Mifellaneo 


of Mo 


M. e —— —It has been FRF obſerved, 1 


fil chat the great road from London to Dublin paſſes through 
rays Bl this pariſh for ſeveral miles. The advantages of this are too 
ren obvious to need any remarks. We have alfo ſeveral other 


roads of great utility. One directly to Edinburgh interſects 

this pariſh for 12 miles. Another, which is now making 
to Ayr, alſo paſſes through it for ſeveral miles, This road is 

the effect of the patriotiſm and public ſpirit of the gentlemen 9 


defrayed by their ſubſcriptions. The utility of the object - 
will well reward them for whatever it may coſt. There was 
| formerly no carriage road to Ayr without going round almoſt 
40 miles. The great advantage of having a communication : 
opened with ſo rich a — as e will n be ex- 


e o perienced. oY Tb eee 

cond This parill produces neither les nor r coals. Lime, hows 

the ever, is got from England. It coſts, at the ſhore, 13d. per 
ling | Carliſle buſhel. The farmers generally lay on 50 buſhels tio = 


weck the acre, but it is by far too little. Shells, which are found 

r re- on the neighbouring ſhores, are alſo ſucceſsfully uſed as a 
they [WE manure. They are brought in 1 mall veſſels for ſome miles 
d to vp the Cree; and, when landed, the beſt kind colt rs. 4 d. 

h of ber ton, 25 ton are commonly given to the acre. The lame 

d to error is committed here as in the lime. 1 
the The coals, as well as the lime, are brought "FIN betas 

nem, They might be procured on very reaſonable terms, were it 

f an not for the duty they pay as on exportation, though they are 

t no only carried acroſs a frith, from the Engliſh to the Scottith 
in- : border. This duty renders them very high priced, and re- 

tend I prefies the ſpirit of agriculture, manutacturcs, and commerce, : 
nar, in 9 part of N = 
ught WE 

mans 


NUN. 


of Galloway and of Ayrſhire, as the whole expence is to be 0 


ſiſting only of one principal ſtreet, about half a mile in length, 


3 Account 
NUMBER IV. 
TOWN or PAISLEY: 


= (Cunt i Renfro: 3 of Paj 0. = wy 
Slate and 4. 1 


* the Anna Dr Joux svobenass | 


| Nome, Situation, Extent, Sr. — 


HE town of Paiſley, one of the moſt conſiderable ma. 
= nufacturing towns in Scotland, lies in the ſhire i : 
; "HER; and about fix miles and a half weſt from Glaſgov i 
Its ſituation upon the banks of the river Cart is equally ple 
ſant and commodious. It was erected into a burgh | in 
barony by James IV. in the year 1488 », at that time 
Probably deriving all its importance from the rich mora. 
ſtery which had been eſtabliſhed there for ſeveral ages; 
for George Shaw, who was then abbot of that mona 
ſttery, obtained this privilege from the King. Even in M. 
_ Crawford's time, who wrote the hiſtory of the ſhire oi 
| Renfrew near the beginning of this century, it ſeems to hare 
been but an inconſiderable place for he deſcribes it as con- 


with ſeveral lanes belonging to it; whereas now the town, 
with its ſuburbs, occupies ſuch an extent of ground, that 


ſtrangers 


* The burgh i is governed by three magiſtrates and ſeventet 
| counſellors, and i is not repreſented i in Parliament. 


e Tal. . | 63 

| rangers : are apt to G1 it as, next to Edinburgh and 
Glaſgow, the largeſt and moſt populous town in Scotland. 
Hts buildings of late years have been greatly improved; its 
ſtreets are well paved; and the different parts of the town 


Land ſuburbs, where the river intervenes, are connected with 15 
Jone ne by. three en at convenient diſtances. 


T. vide 1 M e trade nd e of 

E Paiſley, which have always chiefly been in the weaving 
branch, are the main articles which render it of importance - 
Win a hiſtory of this nature. Theſe may be traced from very 
ſmall beginnings 3. but their progreſs in ſome periods has 
been rapid and aſtoniſhing. Not long after the Union, when 
la free trade was opened with England, the ſpirit of manufac- 
4 ture began to ſhow itſelf there; z and the fabrics which were =, 
produced were made upon ſuch juſt and oeconomical princi- 
ples, and with fo much taſte and judgment, that they found 
I a ready market not only at home, but likewiſe in the neigh- 
| . bouring kingdom, But the trade of Paiſley, in that period, 


W creat benefit to this country, though they are now diſcoun- | 
5 tenanced, and laid under ſevere reſtrictions by government; 
: I mean, the pedlars or travelling merchants in England, . 
: many of whom having frequented Paiſley as their Kaple, 
and having gained a little money by their trade, came to 
ſettle in that town, and bought up large quantities of its 
: : manufaCtures, which they vended among their friends and 
© correſpondents in England. Afterwards the merchants in 
Z Glaſgow found their account in purchaſing theſe goods, and 
- ading them both to the London market and to foreign 
parts. Such was the ſtate of the trade and manufactures of 8 
Ja from ſoon after the Union till about the year 1760. 
| he Citterent articles of which they conſiſted, during that 
- "Y 


owed its chief encouragement to a ſet of men who were of 
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. Sftatiſtical Account 
period, were, at firſt, coarſe checkered linen cloth, and den. 
gal; afterwards checkered linen handkerchiefs, ſome of then 
fine, and beautifully variegated, by the manner in which the 
different colours were diſpoſed, according to the taſte and in. 
vention of the manufacturers. Thefe were ſucceeded by fi 
brics of a lighter and more fanciful kind, confiſting not only 
of plain lawns, but likewiſe thoſe that were ſtriped or check. 
ered with cotton, and others that were ornamented with 


great variety of figures ; ſome of which laſt articles {till con. 


tinue to be manufactured there. Towards the end of the 


above mentioned period, the making of linen gauze was 


conſiderable branch of trade in Paiſley z and, before the mid. 
dle of it, a new ſpecies of manufacture of great importance 
was begun by the inhabitants of this place, which they hare 
continued to profecute with peculiar advantage; I mean, the 
making of white ſewing thread, known to the merchants b 
| the name of ounce thread, as diſtinguiſhed from the different 
| kinds of coloured and white thread which have been manu 


ſactured chiefly at Aberdeen and Dundee. This valuable 
branch of trade may be ſaid to have been imported into thi 
country by a gentlewoman in that neighbourhood , who, 


about the year 1725, found means to procure from Hol- 
land the machinery which is neceſſary for carrying it on, and 


ſet the firſt example of it in her own family. Such a ſpirit 
of enterpriſe, of ingenuity, and of ſober induſtry, marks: 


- character of high diſtinction in the ſtatiſtical account of an 
country. The manufacturing genius of the people of Paiſle 
well knew how to profit by ſo worthy an example. That 


buſineſs was ſoon introduced there, where it has had its prit- 


cipal ſeat ever ſince, and is now carried on to a very conf: 


Gerable « extent About the "your 1760, the making of ſilk 
on 


* Mrs Millar of Bargaran. 
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gauze was Beſt attempted at Paiſley, in imitation of that of 


then Spittalfields i in London. The ſucceſs was beyond the moſt 

\ the ſanguine expectations of thoſe who engaged in it. The in- 3 
din ventive ſpirit, and the patient application of the workmen; _ 
y BE cheapneſs of labour at that time, and the ſkill and taſte 5 : 
oc of the maſters, gave it every advantage for being naturaliſed 
neck there. The conſequence was, that nice and curious fabries 
ith ill were deviſed, and ſuch a vaſt variety of elegant and richly 


felds was obliged to relinquiſh the manufacture. Companies 
mid caine down from London to carry it on at Paiſley, where it 
tance proſpered and increaſed, it is believed, beyond any manufac- 
hau ture which any town in Scotland could boaſt of. Indeed, it 
a, the not only became the great diſtinguiſhing manufacture of that 
us by town, but it filled the country round, to the diſtance of 20 
reren miles; and the gentlemen engaged in it had not only ware= 
ann WY bouſes in London and Dublin, but they had correſpondents Z 
oak upon the continent, and ſhops for vending their cominodities _ 
) the even in Paris itſelf, It is true, that the change of faſhion, 
who WY upon which this trade entirely depends, has of late had an . 
Ho. unfavourable aſpect towards it: But there is reaſon to hope, 
_ that it will ſmile upon it again; and, in the mean time, ſome 
ſpir of che principal houſes in that place, while they are puſhing : 
*** their former branch as far as they can, have entered into the 
£ muſlin manufacture with their accuſtomed ardour ; but, I 


muſt add, conſidering that this is a branch which has as yet 
That 10 fixed principles, with a judgment and prudence by which 


ih men of bufineſs are ever diſtinguiſhed from rath and unwary : 
, WE adventurers, . = 

conll | | 

f filk It appears, from the beſt calculation that FRY he” made, | 
„ chat, in the year 1784, the manufactures of Paiſley, in fil 


gauze, lawn and linen gauze, and white fewing thread, a- 


e VI. ; I _ mounted 


ornamented gauze was iflued from that place, as outdid eve= 
ry thing of the kind that had formerly appeared. Spittal- 5 


G. 1 2 iſtical Account 


- mounted to the value of 579,185 l. 168. 6 d. ue that no 
fewer than 26,484 perſons were employed in carrying them 
on. It is difficult to give an exact account of the ftate of its 
manufactures at preſent. The filk branch has evidently de- 

clined, but the muſlin has ſo far come in its room, and the 
thread manufacture is conſiderably increaſed. There is, 
however, reaſon to conclude, that though it is daily advan. 
cing, it has not yet recovered its former greatneſs. = 
| Beſides theſe principal manufactures, there are ſome other; 
: cid on there of too much importance to be overlooked, 
| For inſtance, confiderable tan.works, four in number, two 
| ſoap and candle works, A manulacture of ribbons, and another 
of inkle or tape. 

"Theſe valuable matifaftures have had a moſt beneficil 
zufluence over all the neighbouring country. By the increak 
of population and wealth which they have occaſioned, the 
a farmer can diſpoſe of every article of his produce to the 
| greateſt advantage. This ſtimulates his induſtry, agriculture | 
. flouriſhes apace, and the value of land is amaſingly increaſed, 
The ſpirit of manufacture i is the ſecret ſpring which puts a 
in motion; and the weaver upon his loom, while he provide 

a comfortable ſubſiſtence for himſelf and his family, may be 
cConſidered as miniſtering to the eaſe and to the elegance even 
of the pos” who lives upon his J eſtate. 1 


al in 1695, : 2200 n= 
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Fam. Souls. Males, Fen. 
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5 Under 15. 151070. Above 70. 

5129 8437 234 

Theſe numbers do not include the ſuburbs, which are to be 
referred to Abbey pariſh, 
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Ri W moſt diſtant of the congregation can hear a tolerably good 
To : ſpeaker with eaſe and diſtinctneſs; and, as it ſtands upon the 


* N higheſt part of the town, it was afterwards ornamented with, 
. lofty and well-proportioned ſpire. 
Jof the inhabitants ſtill rapidly increaſing, another church was 


1. W built not quite ſo large as the former, but very handſomely _ 
_ and elegantly finiſhed ; and, in the following year, the town 


aſed. 


vides 
ay be 


Fen, 


prin 


K Number of difſenters 25 50. : 0 


Frate pariſh, 3 
extended plan, to accommodate its multiplied inhabitants, in 


choſe of the Antiburgher perſuaſion and the Relief. 


- : firſt of theſe has exiſted there for upwards of 30 years; the 
$0.8 N other! is of a late date; and ey are both ſupplied with mi- 


| Baptiſms and Marriages. | = 


| Bab. males, Females, + Marriages, Fu 

fo JJV 

1788, e e OI. | 
. oo Ole: - £5 
1790, 404 272 1 


Pariftes, ale, Ge. rb town 11 kalley a8 20 
Ja part of the original or Abbey pariſh of Paiſley till the year 


1738, when the Magiſtrates and Council having purchaſed 


Ihe right of patronage from the then Earl of Dundonald, a 


new church was built, and the town was erected into a ſepa- 
In 1756 another church was built, upon a very 


which, though it is one of the largeſt in Scotland, yet the 


In 1781, the number - 


was divided, and erected into three ſeparate parithes, viz. 


; the Low Church, the High Church, and the Middle Church = 
© pariſhes. The three pariſhes are an area of about a mile and 
a half ſquare, cut out of the old original pariſh, by which 
© they are bounded ; and the ſtipend of each miniſter, which 
has of late been avgmented, is 130 l. without manſe or glebe. 1 


7223 5 


There are two large diflenting congregations in the town, 
The 


nitters | 
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: 68 . Statiſtical Account 


niſters who ſeem to have no further aim than that of diſchar, 


ging the duties of their office in a quiet and conſcientiouf 


manner! There is an a ſmall os. ages of TY 


. rh manufaturing town muſt always have a pref 


57 proportion of poor belonging to it. When trade is briſk, 


5 great numbers of tradesfolk, and working people of all de 
ſeriptions will naturally flock to it by reaſon of the en cou 
ragement which they expect to meet with; and it is cos. ; 
trary to the intereſt of its manufacturers to be very ſcrup i 

lous in admitting then. Many of theſe, when trade become - 
dull, or when ſickneſs and debility overtake them, will ne. : 7 
ceſſarily be reduced to circumſtances of penury and wart E 
They muſt then fall a burden upon the public; and it is: 
matter of vali importance, that, while they receive an ade 
quate ſubſiſtence, induſtry be not diſcouraged, and that they 


be maintained in a manner not only the leaſt expenſive t 
the community, but likewiſe the leaſt ſenſibly felt. 


The plan of ſupporting the poor by the weekly collection 
at the church-doors, under the management of the miniſteg 
and eidcrs of every pariſh, has produced ſuch ſalutary etteds| 


that it certainly deſerves the higheſt commendation. No ſa 
of men are better acquainted with the ſituation and charac 
ters of the poor than they. They therefore can judge en 
actly both what ſupplies they may need, and how they ma 
be given them with molt advautage. It is much to be re 


gretted, that, while this mode of maintaining the poor, u, 
many parts of Scotland, is diſcontinued, recourſe i is had to: 
icheme of ſupporting them by a diſcretionary tax upon the 
inhabitants, under the management of what are called over: 
ſeers. The progreſs of this ſcheme is not a little alarming 
as there is too much reaſon to fear that it will be produciat 
| | mn 
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1 de. bring at length an intolerable burden upon the country. It . 
ncowſM 


rupu, 


come 


[1 ne. 5 


want, 
it 184 


oy : poor as far as it is praCticable in a populous town, and exhi- 
iniſte 
feds 
No {al tinct parithes, yet, in reſpect of the maintenance of the poor, 
: they are conſidered as one. Their funds are thrown into 
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. put out to nurſing, and 25 whom they ſent to ſchool. 


of Lalo - „ 


It puts charity entirely off its natural . 


of x very bad effects. 
W principle. It is calculated to multiply the poor, and to in- 85 
creaſe their demands, by holding out to their view a ſettled 
maintenance which they can call their own. It diveſts them 
Jof ſenſibility, by teaching them to claim it as their right, 7 
when they would be aſhamed to appear in the character of 


beggars, Thus it is unfavourable to induſtry; and i will ; 


Rt Pa what evils are aſcribed to the poor tax in 
England. But Dr Windeborn brings a new charge againſt 


it, by aſſerting, that, though there are in no country ſuch 


large contributions raiſed for the ſupport of the poor as in . 
England, yet there is no where ſo great a number of them; 


(and their condition, in compariſon with the poor of other countriet, 
Wo appears truly the maſt miſerable. If a ſimilar mode of providing 

ade for the poor ſhould prevail in this country, there is little ſe: 
t they 3 curity againſt the ſame evils attending it which have been ſo 5 . 


ave th 7 long complained of in the neighbouring kingdom. 


Paiſley proceeds upon the old plan, of maintaining the 


bits a proof of the excellency of that method, Though the 
town is divided, as has been already obſerved, into three dif. 


one common ſtock ; and the miniſters and elders of the e. 


veral pariſhes meet together from time to time to conſider 
; the neceſſities of the poor, and to give them ſuitable relief. 
or, i 
dito 


on the 


The number of poor whom they have either occaſionally re- 


lieved, or entirely ſupported, for the laſt two years, amounts 
to 240 each year, beſides 1 3 children each year whom they : 
The 


Z collections at the church-doors were, at an average, 3931, 


128. 13d, each year, beſides about 1081. ariſing from pro- 
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70 ASrtiflital Account 
clamations of banns, mortified money, &c. 80 that the 
whole yearly ſum by which 240 perſons were enabled tg 
: keep houſe, 13 children were nurſed, making, the ſecond 
| year, a burden. of 26, and "3 educated, was 26 Soll 
5 125. 13 d. . 179 
It is believed, that no > money is | laid out with greater at. | 
| tention than this, or can go farther in promoting the true 
I purpoſes of charity, The people who receive it are much 
| better pleaſed than even to be more comfortably provided for 
cut of their own houſes, This is a ſpur to induſtry in thoſt 
who are able to make themſelves any help, and the money i 
5 raiſed in a way that can never be felt, three fourths of the 
whole ſum being the yearly contributions of three large con. 
gregations at the church- doors, and given moſtly i in balk 
i F except upon extraordinary occaſions. 
In ſuch a town an hoſpital is certainly neceſſary for n mains 
taining poor and deſtitute children, and as an afylum for the 
| infirm and the aged, who have none to take care of them, 
For theſe purpoſes an hoſpital was erected there in 1752. 
The houſe is capacious : It is built in a free and airy part ol 
the town, and has a large garden belonging to it. It is un- 
der the management of 15 directors, who are choſen annual. 
ly; three from the town - council, one from each pariſh ſeſhon, 
and the reſt choſen by the council from among the inhabi 
| tants at large. It is conducted upon the ſtricteſt principle 
of oeconomy, and with great attention to health, cleanlinels, 
and good order, and has hitherto anſwered the ends of its 
; inſtitution as much, perhaps, as any of the kind. | 
The following is a ſtate of the expence, and of the pe 
fons ale in it for the laſt three years. 


* 
3 


Children 


of Poily. PD 71 


cui. ln nun, „ 
the wn . | E aged. 1 8 1 . 
A 1788, „% 06, kan . 
760% . 524 6 0 
JJ en! © 7 . 
b 20 5 14 1 1515 1 6 
true | Pat To . 
uch rom this account it appears, that the average 0 LETS 
| for expence of each perſon yearly Was © 4165 4 7 a 1 
hoſe N Deduct for the labour of the houſe in 3 years 223 10 e 
ey n And the erpenee of each e to the : public | SET 
the 


was only R 1 3 14 3 
The children are e educated and beuge up to induſtry from 


ingly ſmall, as there is only a miſtreſs and a ſchoolmaſter at 


I" Pery moderate ſalaries, and a ſingle houſe · maid; and the an- 1 
\-n ual expence is defrayed by mortified money, and a ſmall 

fleſſment upon the inhabitants. Such is the manner in 
75% Which the poor of the | town of Paiſley are s; provides for and 5. 


1 aintained. 
There are, indeed, 190 f ne of money distributed yearly 
Wy the ſeyeral trades from their boxes, as they are called, 


= ; bmong thoſe of their number who are diſabled from work- | 

ciple : ng. Theſe inſtitutions, however, are to be conſidered in 

inch, me what of a different light; 3 for, as they are intended to 
„ea ſecurity againſt want, they are conſtructed upon ſuch a 


N Principle, as that the perſon who receives ſupply, only draws | 


; Part, perhaps, of the contributions of his brethren, which 
. Whey all chearfully give, in order to be aſſured of the ſame 
Fomfortable proviſion, A ſcheme of this nature may, at firſt 
; Fob be thought liable to ſome of the objections which have 
: been 


bildret 


heir earlieſt years. The charge of management is exceed- 


: dut the money which he had formerly put in, along with | 


2 Account 


| 3 each againſt the Poor-tax, ey that it tend 
3 tar romote idleneſs, 3 and that the benefit whieh it -affork 
* may b be drawn away by undeſerving objects. Bur hie dog 
| nof ſekm to be the caſe i in fact, and there is no arguing againſ 
experience, The pride of enriching the box, and of being} 
| ſupport to the trade, inſtead of a burden upon it 3—a jealouj 
that pervades all its members, leſt any of their money ſhoul 
* be improperly given away z— the diſgrace that attends. an un 
- _neceflary application and the evident ruin of the {chem 
if ſuch applications are not effectually diſcouraged, all co. 
operate for the prevention of any of thoſe evils which othe; 

| "ih PETS . be e apprehended from it. 5 


25 Shale —There 3 is an eſtabliſhed Engliſh ſchool. in each i 
— - the three pariſhes, which are well filled with ſcholars ; 3 and 
s each ſchoolmaſter j is ſeſfion-clerk of the pariſh to which 
562 be belong, the emoluments of the two offices bring : a decett 
and comfortable living. There is likewiſe a public grammy 
| ſchool, with a houſe and ſalary, and a ſchool for teachin 
_ writings arithmetic, &c. beſides many private ſchools; which 
meet with good encouragement, and a Sunday ſchool fe 
' thoſe whoſe education is in danger of being altogether m. 
| glected ; but ſuch is the attention that is Paid to the educi 
tion of poor children in that town, that all the three pariſhs 
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gd 3 in | them, Communicated ” . Gentleman of that Town i in the your 1 Ty. 

A 3 — 3 85 . mY: 
: — 1 . in 2 Bn fires, a a No. of bands. | . in money. 'Z, 
Silk Cause. - Weavers employed in this branch in Paiſley © - - $906 5 

E os ? Wingers, warpers, cippart, overſcers, &c. employed gu . 
20 100 
Value manufactured by every flk loom 7ol. Sterling | 5 
5 | ber annum, at an average, is = | = 1. 350,000 0 0 
Lawns, : his employed in theſe benches „ = 200 
 Cambrics, Winders, warpers, clippers, overſeers, bleachers, c. 1100 
Thread Gauze _ Jhiovers of the yarn uſed in this manufacture 7384 1 | 
"& Muſlin. " Makers of machinery, — W &c. 8 e 
. * JJ He 5 On ; 5 
: a : 12084 
das of thoſe x now Cloned] in the muſlin trade, VVV | 
| "Value of the lawns, cambrics, and muflins manufactured is 180,385 16 0 
; White or Threads, Spinners, winders, bleachers, twiſters, and mill· drivers : 5 4800 . 
| I Value of this manufacture nnn . 70,000 © © 
Ee Hold & LM ? Value of theſe branches wh amount to 5 4 „„ 48,07 o © 2 
Teel. 5 Value of theſe Trades put together will be * „ lte 0" $: 3 | 
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< the pariſh of he the of Pj 


ede the church in Pais. licht. 


* 5 
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5 e f e of altes a of 
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to above three. Till 1736, the pariſh extended over tht 
town of Paiſley; but an additional church at that time be. 
coming neceſſary, the town was erected into a ſeparate'pariſh; 
and the original pariſh has, fince that period, been diſtin. 


name Paiſley; The following has been ſuggeſted: by a gol 
Gaelic ſcholar: 


building of the town, be undoubtedly the moſt ſtriking ob- 
To that this place would preſent, 
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"J” HE pariſh of Paiſley is in length, from eaſt to / well 
about nine miles, varying in breadth from half a mile 


guiſhed by the name of the Abbey par: , or, more re 


No ſatisfactory etymology has hitherto aceurred of the 


« A ridge of rocks that runs acroſs the 
river, and forms a beautiful caſcade, would, prior to tht 


The brow or face of: 
A church i in front of the rock 
A church did ſtand her 
previous to 1160; it is named in the foundation charter Fcclſ# 
de Paſelet, Latinized, in the records of the monaſtery, Poſe 

um, an eaſy derivative from Paic-licht, | in al probability ths 


original of the modern Pa ifley,” 
* * 4 ga 


rock is, in Gaelic, Pais-licht.. 


of the Abbey Fariſb e Paiſley, 278 
| Surface and Soil.—lt is generally of a gently waving fur-, 
face, frequently ſwelling, eſpecially in the neighbourhood of 
Paiſley, into beautiful little eminences. A conſiderable part 5 


anciently moſs, extending i in the year 1719, when 3 Aer. 5 


d of of it was made, | to about 300 acres; but now reduced to 5 
about 130 by the operation of burning, which, in dry ſeaſons, 
Ns ſtill carried on with ſucceſs. The ſouth part of the pariſh 
ies into a tract of hilly ground, known by the name of 
o Paifley or Stanley Braes. The greateſt elevation to which 
tleſe grounds riſe in this pariſh is about 680 feet above flood- 

5 mark at Paiſley. Part of them is moſs and heath, but the 

bulk of them is good ſheep paſture, and even a conſiderable 

weſt, BY Part of them arable. The foil of the pariſh, as may be ex- N 
mit pected! in ſuch an extenſive diſtrict, varies. It is in general 2 
r tie chin, with a bottom of gravel, more frequently of till, very 
e be. retentive of moiſture. In the flat grounds, and along the 
arilh banks of the rivers, it is rich and fertile; leſs ſo, thinner, aud 
Jiſtin- more ſtony, as it riſes to the ſouth. Pires - 
90 Air and Diſeaſes, —The air is moiſt, a neceſſary conſequence. 


of the | of the prevailing ſouth-weſt winds, which, coming loaded 
gol with vapour from the Atlantic, produce frequent and heavy 
C the rains. The effects of this moiſt atmoſphere appear in rheu- 
to the matiſms, quinſeys, pneumonic ailments, and all the tribe of : 
ng ob- inflammatory diſorders. Upon the whole, however, this pa- 
b of Tiſh, and even the neighbouring town, cannot be ſaid to be 
e rock unhealthy. Contagions, indeed, at times viſit this as other 
d hen places, which run their uſual courſe as epidemics; but none 
are remembered of any uncommon violence, except a pleuri- 
1 ſummer 1771, and which, contrary to the received opi- 
nion, was truly epidemic. There are no diſorders that can 
be aid to be endemic, unleſs ſcrophula. is to be excepted, 


| which 5 


of it to the north of the town is a perfect level, having been 5 
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which 3 fil but too common. This has been —— 
Water uſed by the inhabitants in Paiſley : It more prbbaby 
procteded from, it certainly was grently aggravated by; poor, 
morag and by the damp hops Which were neteſfafy for the 
Imten nisnufacture; for, fince filk-wWeaving became the geit 
ral employment; and increaſe of trade has introdueed betta 
 livitif, chis diforder is leſs frequent. From the ſanie' cauſty 
probably it is that ſwelled and ſore legs, once entremely rom 
mon here, are now but rarely met with. Dyſentery raped 
Wirk great violence in 1765; ſince "that' time h has been 
ſcarcely eomplamed of. Nervous fevers at times appear, but 
they are neither very general nor uncommonly fatal. It is to 
de apprelrended, that the confinement and ſedemary poſtufte 
of the weaver, and the laborious life of the bleacher, att 
frequent cauſes of conſumptive Tanin Intermittent 
which, from the damp air, and adjoining mofs, right be ex: 
peted to . are not fo reli a as $ End. * 


2 different; and there is ſcarce any thing more wanted for the 
colfenicnith and comfort of the inhabitants than a plentiful 


rill is occupied and decome valuable property, ng is ate 
46 8 W 1 Wa 4 e 


. Semple Loch, partly bounds the pariſh on the north, and 


the rivulet Levern, which merks it on the fouth-eaft, the 
| pariſh is watered by the river White Cart. lt riſes in the 


town. After forming a beautiful fall at Secabfl. mill, it 


Snaga nn 


. > > ; . 2 { 727 
140 1656 r nnn | R016 427 5 


Wale. The water | in Tales and the wburbs is but in. 


fupply of good ſpring water, But now, that every ſpring and 


-Ende the Black Cart, which, rift | in Caftle 


high grounds about Kitbride, and, entering this pariſh from 
the eaſt, flows in a pretty direct weſterly | courſe towards the 


turns northerly, and, about a mile below the town, enters 
Renfrex 


of the. 


Renfrew pariſh; and joins the eos * at ibi Midge 1 


ain the Cart are found perch, trout, flounders, and braiſes, s 
300r- Pee but none of them in any conſiderable quantities, | 
the mg, no deubt, in a great degree to the bleachfjelds, 


elds, and a copperas work upon the banks of the river. . = 


ire or the gige large pearls once found in this river, and which, 
uſe: accbrding to our old hiſtorians, had been noticed. by the moſt 


eminent je wellers in Europe, they have long diſappeared, and 


vtflity to an induſtrious and manufacturing neighhourhoode 

Of ſeveral ſmaller rivulets in the pariſh none none are 1o conſi- 
derable! from -their G2e as to merit hotjee. Covered „h 
ever, as their banks every where are with thread, lawns, or 
muſlins, they have all become highly valuable to their pro: 
prietors, and of great importance to the country. The rixer 
White Cart was, by direction of the Magiſtrates of Paiſley, 

ſurveyed by Mr Whiteworth in 1786. He reported, that, 
by removing ſome rocks and ſhoals in the river, a depth of 
eden feet of water might be obtained in ordinary ſpring- 
tides and, AS, the channel 1s but ſballow under Iochinany; 

bridge, as it could not be eaſily or ſafely deepened there, and 
aß, at any rate, veſſels with ſtanding maſts could not paſs un- 
der the arches, he propoſed to avoid that part of the naviga- 
tion dy means of a navigable canal, which ſhould leave the 


« the 
itiful 
and 
reely 


expence of the whole, including a draw- bridge acroſs the 
canal, was eſtimated at 1900 l. The plan being approved of, 


and Ws 
he Jan act of Parliament was obtained, empowering the Magiſ- 
| trates and other truſtees to carry on the work, and defray the 


ezpence by a tonnage of eight · pence per ton upon all elle 
Inavigating the Cart, with, an exception in favour, of thoſe 
boaded with coal. ＋ he work is now completed, but at an 
Feger of about 49901, T he navigation is Freatly improved, 
$94 1539 A | but 


de river has becdme a more certain ſource of eat Ay cit 5 


river a little above, and join it again below the bridge. The 


that navigation of moxe conſequence to Paiſley than it vn 


78 Sdellial la 
but not to the, Fm that was expected; W. . th 
| obtain an unobſtrutted paſſage at all times to and from Pail, 
ley, ſome further operations upon the river and canal will Rl 
be neceſſary. The tonnage lets at preſent for 155 I. But, frop 
W Whitſunday 1792 to that term 1793, it has been let for 259] 
Paiſley has derived conſiderable advantages from the com. 
pleating of the great canal between Forth and Clyde. Thy 
great and increaſing demand for Baltic goods have rende 


perhaps at firſt ſuppoſed it would be. But, to give this ple 
the full benefit of it, a branch would be neceſſary from the 
great canal to the Clyde, to terminate as nearly oppoſite t 
the, mouth of Paiſley river as the ground would permit 
Perhaps it could not be brought nearer than Newſhot Ii 
I) be diſtance at this place between the canal and the Clyde 
= but about one third of a mile; its elevation above the lend 
: of. the river nearly 22 feet. Two locks would therefore be 
— and from theſe the chief expence of the work 
: would ariſe. The advantages, however, would be, great, 
The navigation would be ſhortened no lefs than five mile 
for veſſels and rafts of wood coming to Paiſley. Two day 
f would be ſaved each trip to the proprietors of goods. The 
: bulky articles of corn, wood, iron, coal, aſhes, ſoap waſte 
gcc. &c. which are intended for Paiſley, Kilbarchan, John. 
ſtoun, Beith, Houſton, Neilſtoun, &c. would be brought to 
Paiſley by water-carriage, inſtead of being landed at Port 
Dundas, and ſent from thence by land-carriage. The mw 
nufacturers of Paiſley might ſend a great part of their goods 
from their warehouſes immediately by water-carriage to Lon. 
don and other places. A conſiderable - increaſe of tonnage 
: wand ariſe to the proprietors of the great canal, and many 

important advantages to an 1 extenſive and een tract of 
country. 
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ed in the lands of Newton, the property 
Lerſlie. Of theſe, the two firſt merit particular notice. 
The Hurlet or Hawkhead coal lies about three miles ſouth- 


= of the 4220 Pars if Paiſley: | #5 

There ate no woods of any” pres vektent in che 
— th about 140 acres 6f natura rep aſh, "Uh | 
gane, &c. may be the amount of the ae, upon three as : 
our different eſtates. The Foreſt of Paiſley exiſts Or 


ancient records. Walter, Great Steward of Scotland, by idle 


härter of foundation of the monaſtery of Paiſley, grant ing 


the monks „ Decimas de omnibus terris infra” Foreftuni ſuuii 


le Paſleto.” © In Prynne's Collections, we meet with Johan 


De Hunter de la foreſte de Paſly. „ And, in 466 and 1 5245 f 


ke tenant of Dunſkaith-wood, in the immediate neighbouts = 


hood of the town, is bound by the abbot « Cuſtodire ſylvam Ts 


ſuſtentare foſſas circa dictam ſylvath.” The names of 
Chi Oakfhawfide, and Oakſhawhead,” are the eb 4 

po w_—_ remain of _ > Q TON LAYOW . 70 ltd 1 

„Aae ws wines 6 in ths nagt is cut PEW? > 
ning through it from eaſt to weſt. Of late years, it has been N 


Wkept in very good repair. The others, which depen 4 up 3 i 


the ſtatute labour, are in a very indifferent ſtate, This, it is | 


Y hoped; will be remedicd by a bill to be brought into Parlia. 


ment next ſefſion for making ſome new turnpike-roads, con- 


_verting ths'Kature work into n e and 4 e the ap | 
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— and 2 —There are five bod at pre 
wrought in the pariſh, That at Hurlet, belonging to the 
Earl of Glaſgow z Quarreltown, to Mr Houſtoun of Johnſ@ 
toun; Achinloadmont, to Mr Fulton of Achinloadmont; 5 
Nutſhiel, to Mr Dunlop of Houſehill; and one lately open- 


f Mr Spiers of El- 


eaſt =_ Paiſley, It is a num 5 feet 3 inches thick, de- 
RAY - clining 
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9 | Statiſtical Aa, 


clining ated, with a dip about one. foot in ſeven, oY 
valuable ſeam has been wrought, it is ſuppoſed, for conſider 
ably. more than 200 years. In 1634, there were five miney 
employed; of late there have been from 20 to 303 and th 
pyearly produce, on an average of 20 years, is about 10,0 
tons. Inflammable and fixed air are met with in this mine; 
but the pits are ſo well ventilated, there being a complet 
communication between ſhafts half a mile diſtant, that, tho 
+ accidents ſometimes have happened, they are not frequent 
It is well aſcertained, that fire has been generated in the 
mines, and among the coals upon the hills, by the martil 4 
Pyrites with which they abound; —The coal at Quarreltom 
is one of the moſt extraordinary maſſes of that mineral i 


| Britain. It conſiſts, in effect, of five contiguous ſtrata, T 
| thickneſs of the whole, meaſured at right angles to the ſur 


face of the ſtrata, is upwards of 5o feet; but as, in fone 
Places, the ſeam forms a very conſiderable angle with tb 
; horizon, the thickneſs of the whole in theſe places, meaſurel 
vertically, is about 15 fathoms. In conſequence of this grea 
depth, it is worked in different floors or ſtoreys. Till of lat 
the work was carried on horizontally from the ſhaft, ſo as ſuc 
ceſſively to interſect all the five ſtrata, At preſent, the mine 


mode of working, there were five ſeveral floors or ſtoreys; 
in the preſent, there are only three; the firſt, third, an co. 
filth ſtratum being wrought, and afterwards fo much of the . 
: ſecond and fourth as may be done with ſafety. —lt i is difficul z 


poem eng yah ods 


maſs of coal lies. In a field of about 15 acres, it is found i 


purſues the fame ſtratum, riſing with it. In the forme 
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to convey a clear idea of the manner in which this ſinguu me 


POTS ae e 
— 
= 
7 — 


dip in ſeveral different directions. At leaſt, conceiving ſl 


88 


nearly circular area of thoſe contents, the coal, from the no 


north, the eaſt, and ſouth quarters of that circle, dips pretiſ lin 
uniformly towards the centre, This, home rer, is, in ſoui of 
meaſur * 


9 the Abbey Pariſh if Pa aj. - 
ide. 
ninet 
d thy 
0,00 
mine; 


e, erated by ef hitches, at one of which the 5 
maſs of coal i is ſuddenly thrown up about, 50 feet, at another 
about 30. Theſe hitches interrupt not only the direction, 
but the degree of the dip. On one fide of the firſt mention ; 
ed hitch, it is about one foot in three on the other ſide, on- 
y one in fix. Some years ago this coal took fire; and the | 
npletl pillars giving way, the ground ſunk, and left the ſurface | ina 


„ tho very rugged ſtate. The excellent judgment and perſevering . 
quem 


nartiß 
eltom 


that have occurred in working this valuable coal. It now 
employs about 30 pick - men; and there are commonly 12 or 
14 horſes below ground. - The produce n a r been | 


eral fil not leſs than twenty thouſand tons. | 
Thi Free ſtone quarries abound in the OY The ſtone i in [- 
1e fur. 


& moſt of them i is of a good quality, lies near the ſurface, and 8 
1 ſom 
th 10 W or blue whin, in what was formerly the Abbey garden, ab. 
alu fords excellent materials for paving the ſtreets. A ſtone, 
: greaſy Y here called O/mond ſtone, found on the tops of the hills in this 
of lat i and the adjoining pariſh of Nielſton, is uſed for hearths of 


as ſuc F ovens ; but the Inverary ſtone is preferred to it —We have 
1 Leere lime-ſtone quarries. That at Stanley, the property 
forma 


of the Earl of Glaſgow, merits the examination of the curi- 
0 ef Lous. An enormous rock, projecting from the brow of a hill, 


d, wil Contains the limeſtone lying | in a maſs of about ten feet thick, 
of tht and dipping towards a centre, like the Quarreltown coal. 
Iifficul bt Several mines have been driven into the rock; and theſe 
1 5 meeting in the heart of it, preſent a very ſingular piece of 
und eg 


8 ſubterranean ſcenery. The limeſtone at Blackhall, the pro- 
wing i perty of Sir Michael Stewart, is alſo wrought by mining, but 


20 the not without danger, having only a clay roof. The Hurlet 


DU 2 lime lies in a ſtratum three feet thick, incumbent on the ſeam = 
1 10088 
n ; After the coal i is dug out, the limeſtone is blown 


z of coal. 
Vol. VII. * 


1eaſure, 19 


down 


T induſtry of the proprietor Have ſurmounted many difficulties . 


Wl generally dips towards the eaſt, A quarry of coarſe granite = 


| 82 | Shah 2 Account 


_ down with ter bend, about one half being en to _ 
3 8 ſtrata above. 3 


 Foffle—Fodhl ſhells, and her 5 marine exuvine, are e foun 
in-great quantities in all our lime quarries ; ſuch as entrochi 
Which are numerous; anomiae, both with the perforated and 
entire beak ; gryphites; milliperes ; fungites ; ſeveral varie 
ties of pectens, and many others, which do not exiſt in theiſf 
natural ſtate upon our ſhores, All theſe abound in the line 
quarry at Floors, the property of Mr Houſtoun of Johnſtown 
and are generally found contained in a ſtratum of white cf 
immediately incumbent on the lime. Corals and ſhells ha 
been found in ſinking the ſhafts for the Hawkhead coal; th: 
former in detached pieces of limeſtone, a few feet from the | 
| ately over the coal, and at a depth of not leſs than 160 fect 
Among theſe are the ortho-ceratites, turbinated cochlea, au 

| ſeveral ſpecies of bivalves ; 3 all of them retaining their orig 
nal form, and ſhining like the marcaſite in common ſlate- 
= ſinking a ſhaft for that coal. in IG, the e ſtrata 0c 
| curred as follows: . ; 
. „ 5 "Fett 1 : 

9 8 "Parch and * „ VVV . 


2. Sand and gravel „„ „„ . 
3. Schiſtus or till, with ſome thin rata of lime -E * 
: — and 1 iron ſtone : WE 5 N 105 q f 5 
4. Limeſtone . 3 - 75 3. 
5. Schiſtus, of an aluminous quality | wot 3 5 
6. Coal 3 2 8 7 - «i 00 
166 he 
W fur 


In the limeſtone, N o. 4. eryſtals of calcareous "RES are found : Ar 


They are depoſited | in open crevices, the ſides of which ae n 
nel 


ofthe Abbey ber f Pa: . | 2; | 


uppen ined with them. Rhomboidal ſpar, both opake and tranſ- 
barent, is alſo met with, The ſchiſtus, No. 5. is extremely 
zard ; but, when lying in a dry place, as in the waſte of the 
oal-pit, it gradually decompoſes, and acquires a flacky ap- 


found 
trochi, 
ed and 

varie 
n ther 
e line 


ſembling plume alum, but ſeems to have more of the vitri- | 
lated iron than vitriolated clay. In this ſtratum of ſchiſtus, 1 
and in the ſtratum of coal, pyrites abound ſo much, that na- 
tive copperas is ſometimes found. They lie not in any regular TY. 
alten bed, but interſperſed through the ſtratum, and are ſeparated 
te co om the coal by the workmen. They are employed in a 
is han copperas or green vitriol manufacture, eſtabliſned at Hurlet 
al; thy Win 1753 by a company from Liverpool, —A bituminous ſub- 
om thei tance is found both in the lime and whin-ſtone quarries. It 
drops in a fluid ſtate trom the limeſtone at Blackhall. In 


chat at Hurlet it is found ſolid; ſometimes ſo indurated as to 


nme d. 
50 feet 
ae, and 
. g . highly inflamanble. 


mY . Stones,— At Hd a farm belonging to the Earl 


Jof Glaſgow, are found ſtones in confiderable quantities, with 


on : Vell defined vegetable impreſſions. The impreſſions are up- 
£4 Jon a concave ſurface, and evidently formed by its application 
0 the convexity of a ſtem or branch of a tree. In {ome ſpe- 
= ö eimens, they preſent the appearance of a kind of rhomboidal 
5 net- work; in others, that of regular indentations, nearly re- 
3 bembling what we may conceive would be retained by a ſoft | 
ö ; body from its application to the cone of the ſir- tree. A body 


Jof a compreſſed cylindrical form, which has communicated 
| I theſe impreſſions, is ſometimes found: It is figured upon the 
; lurface in a manner correſponding to theſe indentations: 
| 5 And, though no plant preciſely reſembling it is now known 
n this country, it is evidently a portion of a petrified branch 

or 


pearanee. It is a beautiful vitriolic efloreſcence, perfely 


be brittle; ſometimes ſo loft a8 to cut with a knife 3 in n either ” 
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0 {mall trunk of a tree. The ſtones thus marked are com. 
185 monly free-ſtone ; ſometimes, but more rarely, iron-ſtone, 
55 Vegetable impreſſions have alſo been obſerved gd and py 
5 rites of pes TEINS coal? * Fe 


1 TWIT —The huſbandry of this deb as of al the 
weſt of Scotland, was, about the middle of this century, in a 
moſt unproſperous ſtate. The indigent circumſtances of the 
farmers, their indolent habits, the want of roads, of wheel. 
carriages, and proper implements of huſbandry, all conſpired 
to obſtruct the improvement of the ſoil.. Till about 1770, 
lime, coal, grain, &c. were generally conveyed on horſe. 
back. The old ſervitudes of carriages, kain labour, thirlape, 
"ME Aill exiſted, with many practices diſcouraging to the fat. 
mer, and ſtrongly marking the languid ſtate of agrieulture 
The ſpirit of 1 improvement, however, which, about that time, 
appeared in Scotland, reached Renfrewſhire; and a very fa 
vourable change has now taken place. The introduction of 
artificial graſſes, and the culture of potatoes, have producel 

a more diligent and accurate huſbandry, and banithed th: 
pernicious diſtinction of croft and outfield f. Before 17066, 

be there was ſcarce any hay ſown; and the natural graſs hay 
then ſold at 3d. per ſtone. The general price of hay, of lat 
years, has been 5 d. or 6 971 ; at preſent it is no leſs than 90, 


Potatoes, about 40 or 50 years ago, were brought in boat) 


from Kintyre to booed market. About 39 years ago, far 


mer 


* The partic! ars colative. to the mineralogy of the pariſ 
have been chiefly communicated by the ingenious Mr Joi! 
Wilſon, factor to the Earl of Glaſgow. 

The diſtinction between croit and outfield prevailed ver! 
generally in the old and imperfect huſbandry of Scotland. Tit 
croft, conſiſting of a few acres neareſt the farm-houſe, was pet 
petually i in crop, and received the whole manure of the farm. 
The ou/fic{4 was the open paſture land, which was occaſionally 
ptowed in patches for oats till they were exhauſted, and then 
left to reſt. 
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bers began pretty generally to cultivate them i in the feld. . 
Vo crops, it is probable, have proved more profitable to the: 5 
farmer than theſe. —The ſcheme of farming moſt commonly 
| llowed is,—oats out of lee, —beans and peaſe,— barley with 
clovers and graſs ſeeds. After one crop of hay, the field is 
generally paſtured for three or four years, and then broke up 
with the oats. Little wheat is ſown, but rather more of late 
5 than formerly. Rye, flax, and turnip, are but very little cul- 
Fa tivated; hemp not at all. Oats are ſown in March, more 
. generally in April: Barley from about the 20th of May to 
the 10th of June: Wheat i in September or October, either 
after fallow, after potatoes, or out of lee. Lime | is common- 


ö ? provement of a caſt-iron mould- board. The crop, in gene- 
rab, is got in in September and October; ſometimes, as was 


P winden falls of ent. 


5 of Paiſley, The beſt paſture ground brings about 30 8. per 
Ke Lands of inferior quality from 12 to 205-3 and the 
7 high 


[ly applied upon the lee for the oats; dung and manure to 
barley and wheat. The old Scots plough is generally uſed, 
many farmers having a prejudice againſt the chain- -plough, * 
leſs fit to overcome the impediments to tillage with which 
much of the ſoil in this neighbourhood abounds. It has, 
however, of late been introduced with ſucceſs, with the im- 


ide caſe this ſeaſon, (1791) not till the beginning of Novem- 
ber. In 1781, it was all in in Auguſt, and was one of the 
1 belt known. In 1782, the harveſt was not finiſhed till the By 
Very end of November ; ; and, during that month, there were | 


: Rent. —The valued rent of the fly" is 1 11944 I. 13 8. 1 445 5 
I Scots; the real rent 97001. Sterling, belonging to 30 landed 
A proprietors, 15 of whom poſſeſs each above 100 l. Scots of 
F valuation. The rent of the beſt arable land is about 2 guineas 
3 per acre ; ſomething more in the immediate neighbourhood 
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5 of them having been doubled within the laſt 30 years, yet 
the farmers are more independent ; they pay their rents more 
regularly, live better, and are better cloathed than formerly, 
the effect, no doubt, of a more vigorous and ſucceſsful huſ- 

bandry. Still, however, they are far, very far from. enjoving 


quence of the greater wealth and population which the ma- 
nufactures have introduced, their cheeſe, butter, and eggs 


lanced by another effect of the ſame cauſe, the immoderate 
riſe upon ſervants wages. A little more regard to the inte. 
reſt of the farmer will not, perhaps, be found ſo very incot- 
ſiſtent with that of the manufacturer as ſeems to have been 


G Stat tice laue 


high 15 0 boſe 58. Garden grounds around tl 

| town let at about 51. per acre. Till within theſe few year 
_ paſt, a great proportion of the garden-ſtuffs uſed in Paiſley 
was brought from Glaſgow. The number of farms ſeems 
rather diminiſhing, but not in any great degree. Their ex. 
tent is, in general, from 40 to 100 acres. Few farmers Pay 
more than 1201, per annum of rent; the moſt of them about 
5 col. or 601. All of them are ſufficiently ſenſible of the ad. 
: vantages of an incloſed farm, and willingly pay 73 per cent. 
to the proprietor for money laid out in that ſpecies of im. 
provement. In conſequence of this, the pariſh 1 is all Incloſed 
nber with þ hedges « or es aces E 


"Farmers. Though the riſe of rents hs been great, wol 


the comforts of life in the degree to which ſuch an induſtr. 
ous and valuable order of men are entitled. The prices 
grain, their chief commodity, do not riſe ; | and if, in conſe 


bring a higher price, this 1s probably more than counterba- 


imagined of late, when all this part of the country was in 
flame during the dependance of the corn-bill, the operatio! 


ef which not one in a thouſand underſtood. The number 
| OF. 3 
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nd thy of femers in the pariſh is about t 1403 3 ; of ploughs, 1 148 3 „ 
7 yeary ps op - EF nn 
Paiſley 3 //... Pa One LIP PESO 
ſeems ger vis, —The ancient ſervitudes, ſo oppreſſive and har- 
eir ex. raſſing to the farmer, are almoſt entirely aboliſhed. The on- 
ers pay y one of any conſequence that remains is that of thirl "I n 
| abou The Abbey Mill exacts from moſt of the lands thirled to it a 
he ad. multure of the one and twentieth peck, beſides dues to the i 
r an. ſervants of the Mill. This Mill, let by the abbot and con- 
of in. vent about A. D. 1500 for four chalders eleven bolls of meal, 
_ and one chalder malt, yearly, pays at preſent a rent of 4321. d 

| Another mill! in the neighbourhood lets at t 2201. 
„ mol * 3 os is this perim 
rs, yet : are, the weaving of filk gauze, muſlins, lawns, cotton ſtuffs, = 
4 : and thread gauze, in all their varieties; thread making, cot- 
merh, ten ſpinning, bleaching, callicoe printing; 5 the making " 
al huſ- candles, white ſoap, black ſoap, and ſtarch, An account of 
„07 : the riſe, progreſs, preſent ſtate, and produce of the principal 
Juſt wanufactures, is communicated from the town of Paiſley. VIE 
ices of we ſubjoin their prefent ſtate in this pariſh. = 
conſe In the various weaving branches there were employed. 4 
e ma- { Whitſunday 1791, in the ſuburbs of Paiſley, 1108 looms, 
L e995 wap added to 2494 employed in the town, gives 3602 in 
ery But it is to be obſerved, that the extent to which the 
derae | weaving branches are carried on by the manufacturers in 
> inte- bind is not to be judged of from the number of looms 
incon- in the town and ſuburbs. Beſides about 1 50 in the country 
1 bert of the pariſh, there are great numbers employed by 
as in 2 : | them in the villages of Nielſtoun, Bar-head, Beith, Dalry, 
ration Kilwinning, &c, &c. In 1744, when all the buſineſs was 
amber | confined to the town and ſuburbs, there were 867 looms at 


of N work. — The thread making employs 9 mills, which, added 


5 to this pariſh in 1783. The principal ſeat of that manufac, 


employed in both mills is 660, There are beſides about 120 


3 Suat ical Ala 


to 128 ertaployed 1 in Paiſley, makes 137 in all. The nag 
in 1744 was 93. The ſpinning of cotton was introduced in 


ture is at Johnſtoun, a neat and regularly built village abou 
three miles weſt from Paiſley, upon the eſtate of Mr Houſton 
of Johnſtoun. The feuing of that village was begun in 1783 
and it contained at Whitſunday laſt 293 families, or 143 
| ſouls, There are five companies eſtabliſhed in it for cotton 
ſpinning. Two of theſe carry on their principal operation 
by water-machinery. In the two mills employed in them, 
there are going at preſent 11,672 ſpindles; but, when the 
whole machinery in both ſhall be compleated, there will b. 
22,572. The number of perſons, young and old, at prefer 


ſpinning Jeenies employed throughout the pariſh ; but th: 

number is daily increaſing ; and, when the machinery is com. 
_ pleated which the buildings already erected are calculated t 
| contain, there will be about 150 Jeenies, excluſive of thoſe it 
the two great mills. The number of perſons employed | In 

this branch at preſent is, in all, about 1020. 
It is painful to think, that a manufacture which gives ems 
ployment to ſo many hands, and which may be a ſource u 
great wealth to individuals, may be productive of very ut 
happy effects upon both the health and morals of the chi 
dren employed in it. This there is ſome reaſon to appre 
hend. The numbers that are droughttogether, elpecially i 


the larger mills, the confinement; the breathing of an al : ] 
loaded with the duſt and downy particles of the cotton, aui £ 
= contaminated with the effluvia of rancid oil riſing from thi KV 
; machinery, muſt prove hurtful, in a high degree, to the ds * 
licate and tender lungs of children, Add to this, that milk j 
F 


which produce the water-twiſt are kept going day and night; 
and children muſt be had who are willing to work throug 
| Kota ww Ae —— 
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umbe he je night; and ſleep during the day. Tempted by the wages, 
ed in parents fend their children to this employment at a very ear- 
uf. age, when they have got little or no education; and the 
abou cloſe confinement deprives them of the opportunity of ac- 
quiring more. Ignorance, diſeaſe, and mortality, are but too 


1 4 likely to prove the effects of this manufacture, if carried on 5 
r 14% by unfeeling and ſelfiſh men. Lhe characters of the gentle 
cou men engaged 1 in it in this neighbourhood give reaſon to hope, 
ati that every method will be employed which humanity : and . 
then good ſenſe can ſuggeſt to prevent theſe evils. * | 
a 2 The bleaching buſineſs in this pariſh is carried on to a 


will b very conſiderable extent. There are 10 fields for whitening 
prelel muſlins and lawns, and about as many for thread, almoſt 
1 10 wholly employed by the manufacturers in Paiſley. About 
det Zoo perſons are at work 1 in this branch of buſineſs, of whom . 


is com. N about 240 are women, who are hired for the ſeaſon. : 
ited 6 A ſoap and candle manufacture pays about 2000 l. of duty 
hoſe u fer annum to Government, and has, in ſome years, paid 


2 8 45001. per annum. The Rarch manufacture 5 " "Wy 
/ eſtabliſhed. | 

| The diſtillery buſineſs i is to be mentioned ks this head; 
it has for ſome time paſt been carried on to a great extent, 
J and the ſpirit manufactured in great perfection. A conſider- 
q able quantity of it is exported, but too much of it is conſumed : 
, at home. Dram drinking is common; alehouſes numerous. HE 
; 1 hey are the reſort of the vagrant, the idle, and the profli- 
; gate ; they gradually become a ſnare to the ſober and induſ- 
Y trious, and are producing the worſt effects upon the health, 
; the morals, and domeſtic comfort of the people. This grow- 
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2 upwards of 3000 l. A black and hard ſoap manufacture, . 


Ing evil might, in ſome meaſure, be ſtopped, by limiting the 
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"horn ana whi ch they ſhould be kept © open. The juſtica 
have power to do ſo. | The ſteady exertion —. theſe pown 
is what 1s wanting. | 


| lnportation of goods from the Baltic. The many and large 
5 buildings erecting for the cotton ſpinning have produced 
Y great demand for wood and iron; the bleaching and ſvay. 
: making, for tallow and aſhes. e 


178. 4d. per boll; milk cow, 8 J.; beef and mutton, 6 d. 5h 
cheeſe, 4] >: eggs, per dozen, 5 d. to 9 d.; ſalmon, per li) 


to 18 d.; maſon, 2s. to 28. 3 d. 3 maid ſervant, half year, 
21.3 beſt farm ſervant, yearly, i101. 3 an induſtrious weaver 
will make f from 2 5s. to 308. per week; a man at ieaching i 
from 68. to 98.3 a woman from 48. 6 d. to 95. „ 


high, the price of labour bears its fall proportion to it. and 
enables the labon rer to provide ſuſdciently for bis family, 
A journeyman-v eaver in Paiſley that is moderately induſt: rious 
and Oecononmical, to w hich charadies, indeed, there are but 
too many exceptions, can bring up his family with eaſe, and 


ers, Children can have employment at the age of nine ef 
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There has for ſome. years paſt been a very bomber 


Prices of | Lew and Providers. 0 beſt quality 
lib.; chicken, 6 d. hen, 1s. 6 d.; freſh butter, 10 d.) 


6d. to 16 d.; potatocs, per boll, 10 8. 3 day-labourer, 16d. 


FFF j JJ PI i oo. gt oo WT 


Medium prices of the veſt oat-meal for 28 years paſt, 
1762 to 1768, - L.o 16 8 

1709 — OG. „„ 01 5 

177 6 „ 8 16-58 

783 — 179 818 5 

"Thin it appears, that, though the price of proviſions 5 


afford to live in a manner far above that of very accent farm: 


ten. The nroſpe of a family, and its atten: lant expences 
is no diſcouragement to marriage: Hence, in general, te) 
| marr? 


of the Abbey Pariſh of Po Mey. of 


uſticaſ 5 
ow Pn young; and probably both births: and marriages will : 

5 he found to bear as high a proportion to the number of i in- 
erate huabitants in this as in 1 molt TT: e 8 

large ' „ = 
“VC e dn pon 

0 Ss Poulton ̊ͥd»Üllrr iGO: 
ſoa» Wn OL EY Coli a nah ode i ri 
P "= In the country 1 oe 5 „FFF. 

| # 4 : In the {uburbs of the town e 138 5 6103 

10 d. 3 „ 

F: The numbers in Paiſley town being 3232 13800 
* £ The total of town and ſuburbs, without 1 
16% the * party ws at ö 11 8 5 N 
332 
V Cavcr 9 | | 


ching 
1 "8 has been an addition of ſome hundreds to the t town and . 


5 iburbs. 3 


g Of the above number 10,792, the preſent population of 
b. pariſh, there are 52 59 males, and 5533 females. If the 
proportion of females appear large, it is to be aſeribed to the 
Pumber of women employed in the bleaching butinets, which 
DT E Is the reaſon alſo why, in ſome of the diſtricts, the number of 
| Wouls i is ſo great in proportion to the families, the perſons em- 
8 by es in the field being reckoned part of | the  bleacker” 8 fa- 
amn * | | | 
(trious 
re bat | There are 4197 e . ic years of age, 64 [4 be. 
. = been 15 and 70, and 140 above 70. In the luburbs, there 
Ka „ above the age of 70, one in 34: 755 z in the country, one 


in 68.95, 
| In 579 families, a portion of che country part of the pariſh, 
e are 48 batchelor houſc ckeepers, and 531 married couples. 
eng thele, there have been 2211 births. The average of 


N 0 
births, 


pince Whirfanday 1791, how the numbers ſtood as > hoe; - 
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: births, therefore; to ak married ods 4 is 4. 7” 1 138; 
families in the ſuburbs, there are 111 batchelor houſekeeper, 
and 1274 married couples. Among theſe there have been 
5470 births. The average to each married couple is 4.29, 
The number of ſouls to each family in the country i 
$5.38; to each family in the town and ſuburbs, is 4,31. | 
the year 1744, this laſt was only 4. ol, a change to be er 
bed probably to families keeping a greater number of ſervant 
now than formerly. 
Of ſervants, houſehold and labouring; male and female 
5 there are 970. This number includes the perſons employed 
in the bleachfields. Excluding theſe, there 8 be abou 
f 41 * houfchold, and 2 25 5 e ſervants. ̃ 


The Births and Marriages for the laſt 50 years are: = 


Period. Birthu. 2 | Majriages. | 
1741 0 1750, . 17 
3751 ee, % 3% 
1761 — 1770, 1179 399 
1771 — 1780, . 1561 590 
_ 1781 — 1790, 3109 9 
VCC 


The proportion between the births of laſt year a and whol 
population is as one to 27.14; and between the mara 
and population's as one to 81.7 2 


The Deaths | in \ this is pariſh cannot be accurately aſcertaind 
the inhabitants in the Town and Abbey pariſhes burying i- 
diſcriminately in the ſeveral church-yards. But the whole 
number of burials i in the two pariſhes during the laſt 1 15 my 
is as follows: 


4 77 335 | 1779, 36 1781, 358 
5 1778, 273 1780, 44 1782, 360 
5 17%) 


1 the Able Pariſh of Pa %. e 
130 % 1783, 534 7, 1786, 590 155 1789, 487 


deeper 1784, 411 1787, 504 1790, 600 
been 1785, 330 1788, 4433 1791, 399 


1-209. The inhabitants of the two pariſhes amounting to 24,5923 3 

atry is therefore the proportion between the deaths of laſt year and 
1. I] the population over the whole diſtrict of town and country, 
 aſcri is as one to 40.98. 3 5 | 
-rvants In the ten years, 1771 I - 1780, the oaths to ; the virths : 
Pooeer the whole diſtrict are as one to 1.46. In the ten years, 
female 1 781 


- 1790, the deaths to the births are as one to 1.54. 
ployel i To a lice furniſhing ſuch variety of employment, there 
about WW will be a conſiderable influx of inhabitants from other parts 
: of the country. There are a few from England, more from 
; Ireland, a great number from Ayrſhire, and probably ſtill 
a more from the Highlands. Their numbers have not been 
1] aſcertained. If they may be judged of from the deg zree in 
which the aftoal population exceeds the annual births multi- f 
5 plied by 26, there will be about 260 in the Abbey pariſh, and 
; 930 in the town. hs | 
wr the enumeration that has been made of this pariſh, 7 
: 1770 perſons are marked as ſeceding from the eſtablithed 
Church. If thoſe only are reckoned Seceders who have 
| who: themſelves made choice of their religious profeſſion, the num- 
arriags T ber will be conſiderably tewer. If all the children of ſece- 
- ding parents are to be counted Seceders, the numbers will be 


1 ] ſomewhat more. In this laſt manner were the returns fron: 
rtained, i 


: the ſeveral diſtricts i in this pariſh generally made. The above 
ying 10-8 number includes diſſenters of ev ery denomination: They are 
E whole | | [ 


| moſtly Burghers, Antiburghers, and members of the Relief 
ö Congregations. There are two fects of Independents, ſome 
; Cameronians, a very few of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, and 
; perhaps two or three Papiſts, The Burgher-Seceders, and 
| the 
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; | the two \ ſets of Independents, have each a place of meeting 
In — 1 5 | 


nally 16 chalders of meal; but, in 1641, Mr Calvert, then 
| miniſter, agreed to give to a ſecond, or colleague miniſter 
five chalders, and « that according to the act of the High 
__ Commiſſion,” and one chalder provided the entrant. ſhould 
be agreeable to the preſbytery, the pariſh, and himſch. 
Several augmentations have been made to the original ſtipend 


: meal, 161, 13s, 4 d. Sterling of money, and 4l. 3 8. 4d. for 
communion an,” There is no houſe or glebe belongs 
to it. The ſtipend of the firſt charge is ten chalders of meal, 
41. 13S. 4 d. for communion elements, with a manſe and 
glebe. The glebe lets for 10l. * he manſe Was built in 
471 2, has had leveral repairs, got 2 pretty complete one in 
1783, and is now a tolerably commodious houſe, though in. 


ferior to ſome manſes lately built in the neighbourhood. The 
Marquis of Abercorn is patron of both livings. 


Czurch det School, —The | Ripend of this pariſh was origi 


of this charge; ſo that now it conſiſts of eight chalders of 


The ſchoolmaſter of the town of Paiſley was, before the 


disjunction of the town, conſidered as the pariſh ſchoolmal- 
ter. Since that time, there has been no eſtablithed ſchool- 
maſter in the pariſh, though there are many private teachers 


and well frequented ſchools. 


4 particular account of the Abbey of Paiſley 


would fill many pages. It was founded as a priory for 
monks of the order of Clugni about the year 1160 by Walter 
great Steward of Scotland. Ir was aiterwards raiſed to the 


rank of an abbacy; and the lands belonging to it were by 


Robert II. erected i into a re: gality, under the jur ifdiction of 


ths abbot. After the Reformation, the abbacy was ſecular 
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hed by the Pope 4 in favour of Lord Claud Hamilton, third 5 
jon of the Duke of Chatelherault, i in reward of his ſteady ad- 


herence to the cauſe of Queen Mary; and, in 1588, it was 


Joy the King and Parliament erected into a temporal lordſhip, | 
E:nd Lord Claud was created Lord Paiſley. The revenues of 
me abbacy were very conſiderable : They conſiſted of tgñůe 
: teinds of twenty-eight different pariſhes, with the property of 
the lordſhips of Paiſley, of Kilpatrick in Dunbartonſhire, and 
* ' Monkton in Ayrſhire, extending each to a hundred merk | 

7 land; and the forty pound land of Glen in Lochwinnoch ; "= 
: with the lands of Achengown, Grange, &c. and a conſider- 
FE detached property in different parts of the kingdom. 
: Al this property, with the patronage of the ſeveral churches, 5 
. el to Lord Claud Hamilton, laſt abbot of Paiſley, It con- 


Giro next year fold it to William Lord Cochran, Kilpatrick £ 
: ſto Sir John Hamiltoun of Orbiſtoun, Monktoun to Lord 
; Wargenny, and Glen to Lord Semple and others. Great 

I part of the lordſhip of Paiſley was, at different times, ſold off 
2 y the family of Dundonald; - and what remained of it was 
5 2 1764 repurchaſed by the late Earl of Abercorn. The fa- 
ric of the Abbey owed much of its magnificence to Abbot 
; ;corge Schaw, who, about 148 4, enlarged and beautified the 
; Panding, ſurrounding the church, the precincts of the con- 
ent, the gardens, and a ſmall deer-park, with a noble wall 

01 newn free-ſtone. The Abbey was, after the Reformation, 
Necemvely the ſeat of the E arls of Abercorn and Dundonald. 

The late Earl of Dundonald demoliſhed the ancient gateway, 
; End, by feui: ng off the immediately adjoining grounds for 

Kun, entirely changed the appearance of the place. As 
: Vas thus rendered totally unfit for a family reſidence, it 
; bas fince that time been let out into ſeparate dwellings, and 
| 15 


Itinued in that family till 1653, , when his grandſon James Earl fb 
f F Abercorn ſold the lordſhip of Paiſley to the Earl of Angus, 5 
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is now in a very mean and almoſt ruinous ſtate. The wil 
ſtood almoſt entire till 178 1, when the garden being feuel 
bff for building upon, by the late Earl of Abercorn, the wil 
Be was ſold to the Troery and the RENE of it employed i in their 
85 houſes. | e | 5 : fl 
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Pr. Te poor of the pariſh are numerous, a neceſſay I. 


conſequence of the extenſive manufactures, and of the ready Wl att 
employment afforded to labourers of every deſcription. la 
By 1776-77-78, the ſum expended for the relief of the poor ab 
amounted, on an average, to 71 1. 11 8. yearly. In 1779-86 10 
31, to 851. 75. In 1782-83-84, to 1361. 12s. In 176; ab 
86-87, to 2381. 3s. In 1788-89-90, to 3811. And, in 
1791, to 440l. 38. Of this ſum 2841. was paid to the ar. 
i poor upon the pariſh roll; about 46 1. was diſtributed in o. 


caſional charity; about 74 1. was applied for the maintenance di 


pences. The ſmall pittance allowed in the beginning d 
_ theſe periods to the inrolled poor, in a place where all the 
articles of living are dear, could ſcarcely be called an alimem to 


— 


clamation of banns of marriage, and a ſmall ſum ariſing trol 


of foundlings and deſerted children; and 361. for clothing Bi eq 


houſe rents, ſchool wages, burials, and ſuch incidental e. fn 


It was from 28 to 108. per quarter; the average, to each pe rer 

ſon, being about 5s. At preſent, the allowance is from 4: 

to 26s. per quarter; the average being 128. 7 d. The nun-W th. 
ber of inrolled poor is between go and 100. CE 

Tin 1785, the poor were ſupported by the colleion 4 

5 the church door; by the intereſt of ſome donations in tit 

: management of the kirk ſeſſion; by the dues for the pit 


the uſe of the mort cloths At that period it was propoſ 
to put a ſtop to the practice of vagrant begging, and as a ver 
that end it was neceſſary to provide for the ſupport of net 


Poor in their houſes, a parochial aflefiment was reſolved vp% 


7 the 415% Par: iſh i Pa ey. by ne, 97 


a | meaſure the more reaſonable and neceſſary i in * this pariſh, i 
as among the many affluent landholders belonging to it, on- 
ly one or two who reſided within the pariſh, did ever con- 
tribute any thing for the maintainance of the poor. The 
firſt aſſeſſment was 1521. from which ſum it ſoon roſe to 
415 l.; but this, like other taxes, is not completely effective. 
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It has ſtood at that ſum for the laſt three years; and if the 


ready Wl attention that has hitherto been given to the management be 
1. lu continued, and the ſame care taken to admit no improper 
e Poor Bi objects on charity, it is hoped there will be no neceſſity, for 
79-80 ſome time, to impoſe a greater. The collections amount to 
1785 about 80 l. yearly.; the dues of proclamation 18 J.; mort- 
Ind, u cloths, 11 I.; and the intereſts of money, with a trifling ſum 
to the arifing from fines impoſed by the kirk ſeſſion, about 1 5 J. 
1 in 0-W The produce of the whole funds is thrown into one ſuin, and 
Lenance ll diſtributed by the kirk ſeſſion, and 21 overſeers, choſen 
othing, Bi equally from the heritors, farmers, and houſeholders, A 
tal e, ſmall ſalary is paid for collecting the aſſeſſment, and paying : 
ning cout the money, the only expence that attends the manage- 
all ti ment. The mode of aſſeſſment and diſtribution is ſo ſimilar 
alimem to that in the pariſh of Jedburgh, that the minute diffe- 
ach per rences are not worth noticing. 
om 3 Beſides theſe parochial funds for the relief of the 1 


he num 


Qions 1 


there is a conſiderable ſubſcription yearly to the Paiſley Diſ- 
penſary, an inſtitution that has ſubſiſted ſince 1786, and 
been attended with very happy effects among the lower 


s in u claſſes of the induſtrious inhabitants of this place. 

the pio yearly amount of the ſubſcription to that charity, from the : 
ſing fro town and ſuburbs, has been about 1301. 

prop Various ſocieties are formed among the journeymen wea- 
1d as vers, for the relief of thoſe members who, by age or ſick- 

ort of U neſs, are incapacitated for work. Sunday ſchools, thous gh 


ved up! 


upon a {mall ſcale, have been lately eſtabliſhed, both in the 
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| town ot Paiſley and Abbey bim: Inſtitutions that han be 
come highly neceſſary fince the introduction of the cotton 
i ſpinning, which engages children before they have got al. 
moſt any education of apy kind, and which . them 
: from morning to night throughout the week. 


Occaſional collections are made for the poor in ſeafons of 


ſcarcity, or times of particular diſtreſs. And to the honour 
of the more affluent inhabitants of the town and Abbey pa 
Tiſh, let it be acknowledged, that every plan to ſupply the 
wants, or mitigate the diſtreſſes of the indigent or deſtitute, 
| Has always met with their Ty W 1 moſt li 
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| PARISH OF NEW OR EAST KILPATRICK, 5 


( Counties of a the Stirling — Py eſiytery i 


Dunbarton.— Synod of Glaſgow and r. 0 cs 


- : By the Mee Mr Gronck Sy "FIT 


Origin of the Name. 


HIS pariſh i is called New, ot Eaſt Kilpatrick, relatively WE. 
to Old, or Weſt Kilpatrick, with which it formed 


one pariſh till the year 1649, when a diviſion and new erec= 
| FOR 3 pla ce. The name Kilpatrick, Cella 5 atricii, com- 
mon to both, is derived from Patrick, the tutelary ſaint of 

| Ireland, whom legends and tradition make a native of Kil. 
| patrick. A writer quoted in Britan. Eccles. Primcrdia, ſays, 
Natale patricii ſolum inter caſtrum Dunbritannicum et „ 
vitatem Glaſcuenſem poſitum; accepto ab ipſo nomine Kir- 
| patrick vel Kilpatrick 1 adding, that his father was a preſ- 7 
| byter, and grandfather a deacon, and that he was carried 

| captive with his two ſiſters into Ireland, and ſold to one of 

| the petty princes of that country, who employed him as a 
| ſwine herd. But a local tradition informs us, that he was 
| compelled to leave his native country by the malice and re. 


ſentment of the Devil, who, provoked at his ſanctity and 


| ſucceſs in preaching the goſpel, ſent a band of witches againſt 
him; that the weird-ſiſters fell upon him ſo furiouſly, that 
hae was forced to ſeek ſafety by flight; ; that finding a little 


boat 


1⁰⁰ 


55 tati 2 4 cent 


. Dost neat. the mouth of the Clyde, he went into it al 


. ſet off for I-cland ; 3 that they ſeeing it impoſſible to pur. 
ſue him, for it ſeems they were not of that claſs of witches 
who can ſkim along the waters in an egg ſhell, or ride 


through the air on a broom ſtick, tore a huge piece of a rock 


3 from a neighbouring hill, and hurled it, with deadly purpoſe, 

after him; but that, miſſing their aim, the ponderous maſs 
9 85 fell harmleſs, and afterwards, with a little addition from art, 
formed the Caſtle of Dunbarton. This ſurely is ſufficient 


7 proof, that Kilpatrick both derives its name from, and be | 


; birth 8 the belebende ſaint ot wo 


"Ns and Remt of Farms. There are two large orals 
Him: which pay about 200 l. of rent each. Of corn farms 
there are 6, at 100 l. or a little above about 50 between 
30 J. and 100 l. and above 40 below 30 I.; but among the 
laſt are included a few cottage lands, each ſufficient only to 
Almoſt all thoſe above zol. and ſome allo 
of thoſe below it, employ a plough and 3 or 4 horſes; and 


maintain a cow. 


two of the largeſt employ two ploughs each, All theſe are 
_ excluſive of the lands occupied by the greater proprietors 
_ themſelves, and by the tackſmen of bleachfields and mills 
5 Leaſes are commonly for 19 years. The average rent of ara. 
ble land is about 15 8. a acre; there is ſome at 30 5. and: 
good deal below 128. Every new leaſe brings an addition df 
rent to the landlord z and hitherto few of the tenants hatt 
reaſon to complain, In general they live much more com. 
: fortably, are better fed, better clothed, and better lodged, 


than when they paid but the half of their preſent rent. The 


raiſing of the rent has ſtimulated their induſtry, and their 
induſtry is repaid in the enjoyment of more of the comforts 
| of life. And the g generous landlord, it is to be hoped, wil 


never rapacioully extort from the huſbandman all that is not 
necelar 
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The crops are wheat, oats, barley, th: beans, potatoes, 
urnip, flax, and clover and rye-graſs. Of wheat, very little 
now ſown, a ſucceſſion of unfavourable ſeaſons having diſ- 
ouraged the culture of it. Peaſe, beans, flax, and turnip, 


pern re allo ſown in but ſmall quantities. The principal a a 

the re oats, bacley, potatoes, and clover and rye- graſs. 8 

yo Till lately, very little land, except for fallow, was plowed . 
allo NMefore the month of January. It is a general opinion among 


> are 
etors 
mulls, 
f ara. 
and 1 


on MM, however, to give leſs weight to theſe objections. 


hate Thie greater part of the farmers plow with three horles, 
_ ome with four, and but very few with two only. 
gel, The uſual time of ſowing wheat is October; oats, peaſe, 


The ad beans, from the beginning of March to the end of April; 


ther nd barley, clover, and rye- graſs, from the beginning to the 
forts idle of May. Potatoes are planted about the middle of 


1, vil pril; in large ficlds with the prough, in ſmall plots with 
is note dibble. 


ceſſarſ | © : Hay 
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necefſary to a bare ſubſiſtence. The farmers Gem the moſt 5 
jaduſtrious, ſober, and uſeful claſs of 1 and deſerve - more 


& Mede of l . Though the e in this par * 
ſe, are, of late years, made conſiderable improvement in the 
as now ledge and practice of agriculture, they ſtill adhere pret- 
rt, Wy much to the old method; the ſtubborn nature of the ſoil, 
ent 15 lg, and | hy with truth, does not x wholly u admit of ID 


he farmers here, that, unleſs the ſoil be dry, and free from 
ovgh-rooted weeds, winter plowing is prejudicial to the 
rop, wet clay land being apt to cake even after froſt, and 
ough or dry-rooted weeds, which are not eaſily deſtroyed by 
roſt, ſprouting before the corn is ſown, and therefore cho- 
ing it the more readily after it is come up. They begin 
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5 Hay karveſt begins about the dic of Joi 3 and e corn 
I harveſt ſometimes about the middle of Auguſt, though con. 
monly later, and continues often till the beginning of Ny. 
vember. From 200 to 300 ſtone per acre is reckoned a gool 
wy of hay, and of oats and barley 7 or 8 bolls. 

A few years ago, a club was formed by the farmers ! in thi 
3 other pariſhes in the neighbourhood of Glaſgow, for the 
? purpoſe of promoting and diffuſing the knowledge of agr. 
culture, which has probably had a very conſiderable effect: 
And, with a view of exciting emulation among their ploy. 
men, they have begun to have annual plowing matches, i 
which premiums are given to thoſe that excel. 


Number of Horſes, Sc. — There are about 360 horſes, 140 
black cattle, and 150 ſheep. Of the black cattle, a conſider: 
able number are bought lean, in the Highlands, and fattenel 
for the butchers. The price, when bought, from 21. 103 
to 51.; when ſold, after being fed about A year, from 4l 
10 8. to 81, N 


” ir, Diſeaſes, Sc. The air is reckoned very wholeſone if have 
There are no diſeaſes peculiar to the pariſh. Beſides tw alive. 
ſmall pox and chincough, the moſt common are fevers, cov] little 
ſumptions, hyſterics, and diarrhoeas, which, however, are n ſmall 
| frequent, The ſmall-pox is leſs deſtructive now than fa rata 
: merly, from the more common practice of inoculation. T blaizi 
_ prejudices againſt that moſt ſucceſsful imprbvement in tk bly 2 
medical art, though ſtill very prevalent, begin to wear of. Wl iron. 
There are many inſtances of longevity, Within the lM the c 
year, there died one man in his 95th year, who was abe in th 
within a few days of his death, to walk in a forenoon ab" (.... 
a mile to a neighbouring farm, and return; another man main 


his 89th year; and a woman in a her giſt : And there is no co,0; 
Jiviny | 


Ul New Kijatrich. 1 _ os 5 


ling a man near 93, who reaps and threſhes his own corn, 
thatches his own bouſe, and walks to Glaſgow, 54 miles dif- 
tant, as returns s the lame day. 


Fills —The 07 confiderable village is Millguy, which 
contains about 200 inhabitants, who are OP employed as 
Maack, 15 n wu penclllers of on 


Bluchfelds.—There ar are az bleachfields, of which two are 
for printed cloths only, and one 1 All theſe together | 
employ about 220 people. 


# 1 are four oat mills, two barley mills, one | 
14508 ſnuff mill, and one paper mill. The paper mill employs ' 
ider- three vats, and about 25 workmen. The kinds of paper 


enel e made are poſt, foolſcap, pot, and lappings 3 ; as the quantity 
105 about 2 25001. worth Pt: annum. 


? Coal 4 a W . are two colleries in the pa- 
riſh, one at Knightſwood, and the other at Culloch, which 
ſone I have both been wrought beyond the memory of any perſon . 
alive The coal at Knightſwood is light and friable, very 
little ſulphureous, does not cake, burns quickly, and leaves a 


re nag ſmall quantity of white aſhes. In digging for this. coal, the 
n fu firata met with are, blue clay; blaize; hard white free-ſtone ; 
The blaize, mixed with what the workmen call grey-plies, proba- 
in de buy a ſpecies of ſchiſtus cinereus ; ſpungy white free- ſtone; 
of. iron-ſtone three inches thick; blaize, and grey-plies then 
1c 11 the coal three feet four inches thick, with fix inches of ſtone 
s abe in the middle. Beſides the main coal, there are two thinner 
abt ſeams in the ſtrata of blaize above, not worth working. The 
nan u main coal lies at various depths, from 18 to 50 fathoms, ac. 
is nov 


cording to the height of the ground, the dip of the coal, and 
g . . the 


= anhually; 


3 FI ubkloh bal Th 1 Kom Worth, weh ty 
Babe "The price of a tart of cbals of 12 ct. at ahi 
Tork is 28. 6 4.5 and about 26400 carts are fold annum, 
The coal is nearly exhauſted in Knightſwodd lands, bh 
extends through thoſe in the neighbourhood. This collier 
employs abdut 60 men and boys, and 20 horſes. 
At Culloch the coal is more heavy, leſs inſlamnibble, 200 
conſiderably fulphititcous.” The fitiall? coal ealeds iftronghy 

: the great leaves a flag, with a great deab of brown aha; f 
is, however," a g60d ſtrong esl, and; "fixed wich thatid 

| Enightfwocd, makes art excellent fire, [The ftrinta herb an 
day; blaize, with "ſeveral 'f6ams of ironftone through i 
Tome 4 inches thick; limeſtone, from 3 to 47 feet thick; 


1 chen the'eval, froch 41 to 5 feet thick. The price of the ca 


of 1 2%ivt4 is 28.; and about 13,080 carts are put out Int 
| yur; a great part of Which i-uſes f in burning the Hfimeſton, 


-= Ws depth of the coal is from 130 to * fathoms, and the aß 


5 from north-weſt to ſouth-eaſt, 

At Qutoch f is alſo the only litriework * the Plc. ir 
| limeſtone is wr. ught after the coal has been taken out fon 
below it. It is burnt 3 in draw-kilns, of which two, capable 
burning | each 20 chalders a-day have been lately ered, 


Tue line is of an excellent quality, and is fold at 105 


chalder oof 32 wheat buſhels. About 3000 chalders are ad 
At this place the lime and coal works togetlie 
employ about Tg men and 20 derte and they are both 01 


97 


; the increaſe, | 8 . OY 4.57 1697 
MING . aluation, 1 Renta re. Qs] is e . 
mong nine greater, and eight ſmaller proprictors. 0s che 
former, five reſide conſtantly or occaſionally; all the latte 
conſtantly. The valued rent of the whole is $31 11. 16s, 26 


Scots, and the real rent may be > about 50201. Sterling. "00 
| Church 


Sh 
Scots, 
and fe 
for by 
ſchola 
anothi 
out a 
buildu 
is alſo 


rh, 


off New Kiparich. 


of meal, 10 bolls of bear, 451. 16 s. ad. Ps Ons * 
— and a glebe of 4 acres. 15 e 


&-hlr—There is a pariſh ſchool, with a ſalary of 1001. 
Scots, The fees are, for Engliſh, 18 6 d.; for writing, 28. 
and for arithmetic, 3s. per quarter. Poor ſcholars are paid 
for by the ſeſſion out of the poor's funds. The number of 
ſcholars is, at an average, about 40. Beſides this there is 
another, attended by an equal number of ſcholars, but with- 
out a ſalary, at the village of Millguy ; and a houſe is now. 
building for a third in the north part of the pariſh. There 
1s alſo one in the borders of Old Kilpatrick for the accom- 
modation of the eaſt part of that, and the weſt part of this 
pariſh, to the ſupport of which the ſeſfions of both pariſhes 
contribute a fmall fm uhr. 3 


Price f 1 Se. The wages of . being! in \theie 


maſter's family are, a good plowman, 12 J.; a common farm- 


ſervant, 91. or 10 l.; and a maid-ſervant, 31. or 41. a-year. 
Thoſe of day-labourers employed conſtantly, 19d. but more 
generally 15, 3; of day-labourers employed occaſionally, 14 d. 
in winter, and 18d. in ſummer z of maſons, from 20 d. to 


28.3 and of wrights, 18 d. to 20d. The price of labour 


has riſen greatly within theſe four or five years, from the 
great demand for the public works and manufactures carry- 
ug on in this part of the country. | 


The price of all kinds of proviſions | is ; nearly the ſame as in D 


Glaf, gow. 


Por, — The pumber of poor on the pariſh-roll at the laſt 


deneral diſtribution in December 1791 vas 19. Of theſe, 
31 Es O 5 


105 


Church, er. — The Duke of Montroſe is patron of the . | 
ih, The miniſter's ſtipend conſiſts of 70 bolls 351 perth : 
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s receive ſupply regularly, from 3 85. to 5g 8. each a month; 


5 and, beſides this, 5 8. 105. or 15 8. at each of two half year. 


Iy diſtributions; the reſt at theſe Ly an of 


or as occaſion requires. 


The funds are, the collections at he Geh on Sew 
9 5 2 other days of public worſhip; the intereſt of 1151. in 


_ bank, and the intereſt of 401. part of a late donation, on 


bond to the ſeflion. Theſe funds have been hitherto ſuffi 
ciĩent to ſupport all the poor of the pariſh in a very compe 
tent manner, and none of them are allowed to beg. | 

Phere is no way of ſapporting the poor ſo eaſy, and 


Jo little expenſive, as from the collections at church. Af. 


ſeſſments are attended with more trouble, and are conſider. 
ably more expenſive; for many claim to be admitted on the 


: Poor's roll when the poor are ſupported in this way, who, in 


the ſame circumſtances, would make greater exertions to 
5 ſupport themſelves before they applied for ſupply out of the 
funds provided in the other way. Aſſeſſments, however, 
are certainly the moſt equitable method of ſupporting the 
poor. When heritors, either from non - reſidence or unfre- 
: quent attendance upon public worſhip, contribute nothing, 
or do not contribute their juſt proportion; and when, from 
a ſpirit of ſectarianiſm, many others withdraw from the eſtas 
bliſhed Church, and alſo contribute nothing, it is often im. 
f poſſible, and always unfair and unreaſonable, that thoſe only 
Who do attend the church ſhould bear the whole wadden of 
the Pn, 1 


: — population by Dr Webſter's table in 1753 
Was 1390. 
the year 1788, when an exact liſt was taken, was 1664; t0 

which, from the erection of two of the bleachſields ſince 


that time, and other cauſes of increaſe, as 
| | 1 | de 


The number of inhabitants, young and old, 1: 


zany may perhaps 


be n 


regiſt 
poſin 
the 1; 
pears 
of a 
that 1 
bleac| 
is OW 
tion « 
male: 
for tl 
and 
findit 


by 20 
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palle: 
over 
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hic 
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upon 


A 
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tape: 
had 
vicin 
mid 


Kine 


of Now Kilpatrick 10% 


be now added 29 will make the number 1700. From dhe | 
regiſter of baptiſms about the time of the Revolution, ſup- 
poling the proportion between the baptiſms and population 
the lame then as at preſent, the number of inhabitants ap- 
pears to have been at that time 1460; ſo that, in the ſpace 
of a hundred years, the population has increaſed about 240, 
that is, by about the number of perſons employed at the 

bleachfields and paper mill. That it has not increaſed more 
x- bs owing to the conjunction of ſmall farms, and the deſtruc- 

| tion of cottages. The number of males is to that of fe- 
nd wales nearly as 10 to 9. The average number of marriages 
A. br the laſt 10 years is 16, of baptiſms for the fame time 57, 
er. and of burials for the laſt 9 years 28. The rule given for 
he finding the population of a diſtrict, by multiplying the births _ 
in i 26, or the dearhs by 36, ſeems not to be well founded. 


the e Err. The great: anal between Forth. nd 1 Clyde 
iet, palles through the ſouth part of the parith. It is carried 
the over the river Kelvin by a ſtately aquedudt bridge, planned by 
re- ur Whitworth, and executed by Mr Gibb. The foundation 
ng; of the bridge was laid june 15. 1787, and it was finithed i in 
om June 1790. The length is 350 feet, the breadth 57, of 
which the canal occupies 273, and the height, from the ſure 
face af the river to the top of the parapet wall, 57. It ſtands 
upon 4 arches, « each 50 feet we and 37 highs” 


n and e the preceding ac- 
count, it appears that this pariſh enjoys conſiderable advan- 
tages: Abundance of coal and lime within itſelf, and to be 
had eaſily from other places too, by means of the canal; its ; 
vicinity to Glaſgow, diſtant only about ſix miles from the 
middle of the pariſh, where there 1s a ready market for all 
Kinds of product; plenty of ſtone for building; and rivers 

| proper 
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1 8 proper bor mills and blearhfields. The evigeipal alfa 
tages are, the ſtubborn nature of a great part of the ſoil, and 
the want of good roads, The latter diſadvantage, however 
will ſ66n be in a great meaſure removed, two lines of tury 
Pike road being now carrying through the pariſh, leading 
Bom Glafgow, the one to Drymen; and the ocher to Bi, 
fron. If to theſe were added a good eroſs road from eaft t 
E weſt, there would remain little cauſe of complaint on thi 
| account. The difficulty of procuring dung in ſufficient qua 
5 tity for the land, is alſo no ſmall diſadvantage. The farmen 


nn the ſouth part of the pariſh, indeed, carry it, but at a ver 


great expence, from Glaſgow, Port- Glaſgow, and Greenock; 
but it will not bear the expence of carriage, added to its 
: rm from theſe places to the north part; ſo that the fur 
mers there are confined to the quantity wade on thee * 
e is | commonly far from n i FEARS 
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HE lows. 1 Fond which this gun takes its name 1 e 
formerly called Wolfſtruther. This name, according 7 
to nen, originated from the number of wolves with : 


which the neighbouring grounds abounded. 


Weſtruther was formerly a part of the pariſh of Gordon. 
It was firſt erected into a ſeparate pariſh about the middle of 
the laſt century. Upon the application of the heritors, who 


complained of the diſtance of the church of Gordon, a mi- 


niſter was appointed in the year 1647 to a chapel at Baſſan- 
dean, in the ſonth fide of the preſent pariſh. About two 8 
years after, for the better accommodation of the north parts 


of the pariſh, a church was built at the village of Weſtruther, 
where it ſtill continues. This chapel belonged to the nun- 


nery of Coldſtream. The walls of it ſtill remain, to the 
height of 12 or 14 feet, and nente the nnn of 


the Homes of Daaden 


Extent and Situation—This pariſh is about five miles long, 


and four miles broad, It lies on the fouth fide of chat range 


of 
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| Stiflical' Account 


of hills called Lappwerhnir, by which i it is Sparnted from Ea, 

| Lothian, The London road by Coldſtream enters the pariſh 
from the north, about the 28th mile ſtone from Edinburgh, 
5 paſſes through the ſouth-weſt fide of it for the ſpace of about 
5 four miles, and then enters the pariſh of Greenlaw, 39 


P 5. \ 


| Poulton i in 15 * 4 
een, ee 


| Villages Ihe only 1 are thoſe of Weſtruther, Wet, 
derly, and Hounſlow. Weſtruther has of late been conſider. 
ably increaſed by a number of houſes built on feus. Each 
few, along with a houſe and ſmall garden, has general] 
two or more acres of land to ſupply the family with cory, 
8 potatoes, &c. —The village of Wetherly is much diminiſhed 
within theſe thirty years.—Hounſlow is entirely a new erte. 
tion. It is ſituated on the London road betwixt the zoth 
and 31ſt mile ſtones from Edinburgh. T he firſt houſe in 
this village was built in the year 1775. It conſiſts of feus 
granted by Mr Home of Baſſandean, and contains upwards 
of Jo fouls. —As the land in this neighbourhood was within 

| theſe twenty years covered with barren heath, it is perhaps 
unneceſſary to obſerve, that this village has very much iq 
proved the appearance of the country around, as well as raiſec 
the value of the adjacent grounds. — The ſeuers in theſe two 


vuillages of Weſtruther and Hounſlow have each a privileg 


of peats for fuel in the moſſes that are next them. — Ile 
climate of this pariſh is conſiderably colder than the lower 
parts of the country. 


It is, however, remarkably healthy, 
Perhaps this is, in part, owing to its open and elevated fitur 
tion; There does not appear to be any diſeaſe to which the 

people are particularly ſubject. Inſtances of longevity * 
| reif 
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thirty years of age at his admiſſion, ſerved the cure of this 
a from e to e a W of 13 5 years. 5 


er · 


ich hay, and is reckoned excellent winter food for cattle that 


ere not of ſufficient age to be fed on turnip. Though a 
i, WW orcat part of this land has already been drained at conſider- : | 
ied M zdle expence; yet, as this is the only ſpecies of improvement 
ec: of which it is capable, certainly more ought ſtill to be done 
to carry off the __ mas in tans esd continues 


to ſtagnate. 


hin N sround covered with deep moſs, or which, from the height 


% WW nanure that has been uſed with effect to any extent for bring · 
lege Nieg in heath lands in this corner of the country. 
The 


The other half of the lands in the pariſh may be divided 


is are capable of being cultivated in this manner. 

The ſoil of theſe lands is, in ſome places, a whitiſh cold 
day, which is by no means favourable to the views of the 
luſbandman. In other places, particularly towards the ſouth 


as 


” 22 N ry : 


y frequent. There is juſt now living a woman aged 933 K 
* within theſe few years, two men died at the age of gy 
ot 96. Several attain to 80 and upwards, It is worthy of 
remark, that three miniſters in ſucceſſion, though each above 


Sl. —The ſoil is of rio its Barbe there r 
be one half of the lands in the pariſh not capable of being 
cultivated to any advantage by the plough. One part of 
theſe is bog- land, on which grows a kind of coarſe graſs, that 
is ſometimes paſtured by young cattle; ſometimes it is cut for | 


cus The other part of theſe lands that are not capable * my 
rds ing cultivated with advantage by the plough, confiſts of 


of its ſituation, . even where the ſoil is tolerably good, is not 
adapted to the raiſing of corn, and conſequently would not 
pay the expence of improvement by lime, which is the only 


into ſuch as are already cultivated by the plough, and ſuch 
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ways be partial, and much limited, while the croſs roads con. 
tinue in the miſerable condition in which they are to be 


adopted for correcting an evil that has long been felt and 
tween the different pariſhes and the different parts of the 
ſame pariſh ſhall be rendered more eaſy and expeditiou, 


new vigour will be imparted to that laudable ſpirit of in. 


trinſic value of the lands in this county, and rouſed the in- 


troduced into this part of the country, none have been 4. 


railing of turnips and broad clover, As the turni ps, from the 
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ade of the pariſh, the foil confifts of 2 reddiſh earth, T froft; 
free-ſtone bottom, This earth, where it has been long in are of 
cultivation, and often dunged, has become a rich loam, and returt 
is excellent for every ſpecies of crop that is adapted to the the fa 
climate. Where this reddiſh ſoil is not ſo deep and ſtrong, che lo 
it is inclined to be ſharp and gravelly. This alſo is very 6 loſer 
for cropping, and particularly is well ſuited to the turnip WW Ear 
huſbandry, and to the railing of white and broad clover. {pariſh 


This and the neighbouring pariſhes have been in a pro- ſuccee 


greſſive ſtate of improvement ever ſince the making of the ¶ the or 
turnpike-roads, by which there is eaſter acceſs to manure; I Lothi⸗ 
and the product of the land is carried to market at leſs en. 


Tue benefit derived from good roads, however, muſt d. 


found at preſent not only in this neighbourhood, bur alſo in 
many other places of the country. But, as this ſubject ha 
often of late been under the conſideration of the gentlemen, 
it is to be hoped that lome effectual method will ſoon be 


complained of. When by this means the intercourſe be- 


provement which of late years has ſo much increaſed the in- 
duſtry of the people to exertions highly beneficial to then 
ſelves and to the community at large. 


Among the improvements in huſdandry that ba been in. 


tended with more happy and more extenſive effects than tht 


frolh V 01 


. ngerußer. . 11 — 


ſtoſt, or from their flying up into ſeed, if the winter be freth,” 
ate often rendered in a great meaſure uſeleſs, long before the 
return of the graſs, ſome crop that would anſwer for food to 
the fatting cattle in the ſpring, is more wanted here than in 
che lower parts of the country, where the froſts are ſeldom 
ſo ſevere, and where the ſpring ſets in at a more early period. 
Early oats ſeem very much adapted to the climate of this 


I 

. pariſh 3; that fpecies called red oats, in particular, are found to 
ro ſucceed well. Beſide the dung; raiſed in the different farms, 

the che only manure here uſed is lime, which is ene from 
re; * e INE - 2 or 18 miles. 2 8824 xl 41/7 

ex · i 5 f bone 51 bet 


Horſes, Black } Cattle, and FE — There are in this pariſly'. 
160 horſes, 700 black cattle, and 5000 ſheep. | Confiderable | 
attention is now paid to the improvement of the breed of 
ſtock of every kind. The extent of the different farms is 
very various. The higheſt may be rented at 260 l. and the 
loweſt about 201. Within theſe 20 years, ſome of the farms 
ure doubled their rents. The price of labour through all | 
this country is higher, in general, than in the Lothians, and 
not ſo bigh as In Northumberland. A man that is hired Y 
for the year gets G1. 10 8. 71. or 7 guineas, along with Bis 
iQuals, * A day-labourer gains 15s. per day, or 8 d. with | 


LOS, nals; In hay time and harveſt he will gain 10 d. or 1 % 
im- wich his victuals. —The price of female labour is conſider- 


ably raiſed of late years. This is, in a great meaſure. owing: 


to an additional number of hands being wanted to carry on 
he operations of huſbandry in its modern improved ſtate. 


Many of theſe operations are performed by the women fully 
vs well as by the men, ſuch as turnip hoeing, &c. A. female 


20 It WMeryant who was hired a few years ago at 30 or 35 s. ior the 
n : ſummer half year, will now, when employed in works of 
mt c 


uuſbandry, gain 21. 5s, 21. 108. or '21, 155, for the fame 
Vor. VII. . P | period. 
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period. The winter wages are much the ſame as formety, fone 
: A woman, when employed by the day i in im hocing,g gin neſs 
6d. or 8 d. without vituals, 5 Wl cance 


Church 5 Rr The ipend was lately augmented, mr Fa 
* by the new decreet, 83 1. 6s. 8 d. Sterling, and 21. 103 II 
for communion elements, beſides the glebe. The miniſter who 
alſo entitled to ſix days caſting of 62285 on the lands of * ſeſtio 
Home of Baſſandean. 5 pulpi 
The poor are ſupported by the vol colleQions, a amount mu 


2 to 81, or to 101, and an aſſeſſment according to the allow 
laed rent, which is paid 1 in equal proportions by the propri confi 
tors of land and their tenants. - The one half of the coll adi 
beto 


tions i is diſpoſed « of by the kirk- ſeſſion for the relief of ind- 
viduals, or families that have accidentally fallen into diftrc 
and have not had an opportunity of being received on th 
roll of enliſted poor, or who perhaps wiſh for nothing mor 
| than a little occaſional ſupply, till the recovery of health, 
the removal of ſome preſent calamity put it again in ther 
power to ſupport themſelves without being burdenſome u 
I the public. 5 
The money expended yearly in ſupport of the enliſte 
poor never exceeded 241. Sterling till this preſent yen 
| when, from an additional number of poor, it has increaſed t 
4 361. This ſum is made up by the remaining half of the col 
lections, the intereſt of 241. ſunk for the benefit of the pod 
and the aſſeſſment above mentioned, Beſides the 24. tl 
5 intereſt of which goes to the aſſeſſment, there is another ſul 
of the ſame amount, the intereſt of which is diſpoſed of 
the ſeſſion to the relief of occaſional poor. | 
The higheſt allowance this year to a pauper is 31.7 
the loweſt about 1 1. It is always underſtood, that, if thet 


neceſſities increaſe, the kirk: ſeſſion will be ready to give thi 
fonl 


5 


em, 


ſome additional . 18 f is ea however, from the 10 mall 


Tels of the allowance, to ſee that it is only meant as an aſſiſ- : 
tance, The truth is, the poor uſually live in their own hou- ; 
ſes, or in the houſes of ſome of their connections; and are 


ible, in moſt caſes, to do ſomething for themſelves, 


The aſſeſſment is laid once in the year by the heritors, 5 
who meet for that purpoſe along with the miniſter and kirk- 
ſefion, This meeting is called by an intimation n from the 


pulpit at leaſt ten free days before. 


The heritors ſome years ago, inſtead of gi ving the «while 
allowance to the poor in money, adopted a plan of giving a 
conſiderable proportion of it in oat-meal, which cannot be fo 
readily perverted from the charitable purpole for RED. | it is 
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11 6 : Statiſtical Account 
N U M B E R vin. 


PARISH or WALSTON, 


© Coun) of Lanark. 3 of Biggar yu 9 
„ Tatbian and T weedale. * 7 


5 By A 1 f 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 9 


IN the old ſefion records, the name. of this pariſh i is ; for 
| times written Welftoun, and the tradition of the country 

abs is, that it has its name from a copious ſpring of ei. 

cellent water in the neighbourhood, called Wa Mon. well. la 
former times this well was in great” repute for its medicinal 
The water has no uncom- 
mon colour or taſte, but is ſtill faid to be a an excellent reme- 


qualities, and nuch frequented. 
. T, in cutaneous diſcaſes, 


Bail, Surface, Climate &.—In the high grounds the ſoil i 
ſhallow and barren, and moſtly covered with heath. In the 
lower grounds, the {oil is moſtly a black loam, lying on 2 
deep clay, and tolerably fertile ; on the eaſt ſide, it is a black 
| loam lying on gravel. The ſurface, though uneven, is not 
rocky. The air is exceedingly moiſt, notwithſtanding which 


the people in general are very healthy. Rheumatiſm is the 
This is perhaps owing in a great meaſure 
The houſes in this part of the coun: 
try are all exceedingly daiip. The windows are, for 1 
mol 


prevailing diſeaſe. 
to the following cauſcs. 


oft | 
\nd 1 
beds. 


Trantaę 


or of 
erwe 
Medav 
two I 
win er 
Clyde 
win 1: 
and b 
in thi: 
to be 


and the common people univerſally ſleep in cloſe timber 
bels. Few of them are ſufficiently convinced of the vaſt ad- 


vin runs off to the Tweed. The reſt of it falls into the 


obe nearly boo feet above the level of the Nenn. 


regiſters of marriages, births, and burials, have not been ac- 


the records ſcem to have been u keps.. 


Annual average of Births. Annual average of Marriages. 
From 1680 to 1686 is 10 5 en 1680 to 1686 is 'F 
— 1113 1943 14 


The population 3 in 7 55 Was 479. 


nile. „ 117 


n part, glazed, but few of them are ade ſo as to open: 15 


Pantage of having their bed clothes expoſed to the freſh air; 

or of the danger of ſleeping in a place too much confined. 
etween this pariſh and Dunſyre runs a ſmall river called 8 
Medwin, in Which there are a few excellent trout. About 
two miles to the north-eaſt of this place, part of the Med- . 


Clyde, about 5 miles ſouth-weſt from this. Here the Med- 
vin is ſaid to be about 750 fect above the level of the ſea; 
and by obſervations made with the barometer, an high hill 5 
in this neighbourhood, called Walſton Black Mount, appears 


Pepulation.—This pariſh was formerly more populous than 
it is at preſent. From various cauſes, many of the parochial 


curately filled up, and conſequently are not much to be truſt- 
ed. In making out the following abſtract from the ſeſſion 
records of Walſton, thoſe periods have been choſen i in goon 85 


"2713. 1193 „ 
— 11 1733 13? — 1743 1747 31 
4 1784 1791 3 1784 1791 32 
The annual average of deaths, from 1784 to 179 1 1 8 1 
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Them number of perſons under 10 years of age, at pref 5 


n N thor 

— — DUET — e 1080 20 18 4 _ £7 

— — from 20 to 50 — 1b past 
| — — . from 50 to 70. F 
| — — — above e 4 gror 
; Total, 4 ſucc 
4 There are three\ or Jour perſons. about 8 x: or 82 years of WF ith 
| age, but none older. By a liſt, accurately taken in the bi the 
q ginning of January 1791, it appears, that there are in the are, 
N pariſh at preſent 427 perſons, old and young, of which nun WM ther 
[ ber 206 are males, and 221 females, They reſide chiefly in Wy one 
1 two ſcattered villages. In the pariſh there are 140 comm. hill, 
[ nicants belonging to the eſtabliſhed Church; 54 to the Re- ter: 
' lief; 32 to the Antiburghers, and 28 to the Burgher meet. 1 
1 ing houſe, but no Epiſcopalians nor Roman Catholics; of 
'Y | bachelors, and 69 married men and widowers ; 15 handy: 300 
1 7 | craftſmen ; about 130 houſehold ſervantsz 11 labouring ſa . thef 
q vauaants, or days wage men; and one ſtudent at the univerſity; 15 
4 12 farmers, each having a plough of land; and 16 ſmaller arab 


| 1 | tenants, each having a piece of ground, one horſe, and ſom gro: 
1 | cos. There are 106 inhabited houſes, which gives 4 per. beſt 
ſons at an average to each. Large farms, and laying donn: half 
great deal of corn lands in graſs; the manufactories in th 123 
. neighbourhood, ſuch as cotton mills, iron works, &c. an Thi 
the extenſive buildings carrying on at Edinburgh aii mer 
Glaſgow, are great drains for ſervants here, and pecul i Th 
1 cauſes of depopulation. The conſequence of this is, tha ter, 
_ ſervants are become exceedingly ſcarce, and their wages ve! A 
high. To remedy this, it will be neceſſary for gentleman e 
and tenants to encourage their ſervants to marry, by giving is p 
them a comfortable houſe, a cow's graſs, Ce. me 

5 | : | LE | Productia 


1 the 
and 

and 
culit 
that 
ver 
emel 
71VING 


Flr 


very well. 
plaſts of wind; 


of Wo Jn 119 


| Produffions, There are few trees in the pariſh, 
though aſh, plain tree, and various kinds of fir, would thrive 
The pariſh lies high, and is expoſed to ſevere 
one of the firſt improvements, therefore, 
which the proprietors ought to ſet about, is to incloſe their 


grounds with ſtripes and clumps of planting. A little in this 
way has been done in the neighbourhood, and with great 
ſucceſs, What has been done in this pariſh has been done 
with no judgment; and no pains have been beſtowed. upon 
the plants in their infancy. The great ſecrets of planting 
are, to fence well, to plant thick at firſt, and to weed or thin 
them judiciouſly, as the plants grow up, To plant a 
one ſhould plant the baſe of it firſt, and advance upon the 

hill, as the timber on the lower parts De a . ſhe 1 ” 
ter for the higher, _ 


bill, 


la the pariſh there are e 320 1 ais ; 9 ſheep, : 
of the black faced kind; and go horſes, It contains about 
3000 Scotch acres of land; about 2000 are arable, and of 
theſe 450 are employed annually in raiſing oats, 30 in barl<y, : 
15 in potatoes, and 10 in flax. The other 1475 acres of 
arable, - together with avout 1000 of heath and marſhy 
ground, are employed in paſture, The average rent of the 
belt arable land is about 25 s.; and of the inferior, about 
half a crown per acre, The valued rent of the parith is 
12331. Scots; and the real rent at preſent about 7001. Sterl. 
The Scotch plough is almoſt the only one in uſe. The Ear © 
mers are only beginning to ſow turnip and artificial grafſes. 
The pariſh annually exports articles of proviſion, ſuch as but- 
ter, cheele, fowls, meal, Hears. black nls, and ſheep. 


e Stipend, & 3 Lockhan of Lee and Canmach 
is patron of the parith. The ſtipend is 2 chalders of oat- 
meal, 1 chalder of barley, and 33 1. 611 d. Sterling money, 
includ- 
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Including communion elements, The glebe is one of th 


to the poor for 40 years paſt, amounts, on an average, to 18], 
nual amount of the funds deſtined for the relief of the poor, 
uſe many years ago, from money received for the ule of 
mortcloths at burials, from the weekly collections that arc Win jul 
made in the church, &c. is about 101. Sterling. The def. funds 
tors and tenants. Ar preſent, there is but one poor perio! 
40 years back, one often meets with 13 or 14 perſons upon 
Cottages. Convinced that begging from door to door is an 
inlet to numberleſs evils, many people are endeavouring 10 


ſuppreſs it as much as pofſible. It may be remarked, that in 


and their tenants to ſupply the deficiency of the pariſh funds 


© gh 
— 


ſeſſion ſolely from the pariſh funds. Where this Iſt is the 


niſters glebes, in general, are of leſs advantage to them thay Jone, 
many people are apt to imagine, as they oblige them to keep WMW-i-c 1m 
more ſervants than the produce of them can maintain, Ty ſition, 
5 remedy this, as much land contiguous to the glebe, as, toge. Meratic 
ther with the glebe, would be ſufficient work for a man and Mean 


two horles, ſhould always be allotted to the miniſter. at a mo: Minds. 
derate rent. 5 | | 


hey 1 
lome « 
propo! 
churc 
This | 
bring 


1 of Fa Parechial . e money pail 


Sterling per annum, as appears by written records, The an. 


ariſing from the intereſt of 2000 merks mortified for their Mevil a: 


the ni 


ciency has always been made up by an aſſeſſment on the her- 


upon the roll. But, upon looking over the poor's roll jor 


it. The relief afforded to the poor is always in their own 


thoſe pariſhes where an aſſeſſment is laid upon the heritors 


the poor are much leſs ſcrupulous in applying for parith f- 
port, than i in thoſe pariſhes where they are ſupplied by the 


caſe, the poor are leſs importunate, and more backward 13 
apply for pariſh ſupport, and more thankful when they It 
cen 8 


of Walſin. N = 121 


ſome occaſional ſupply to indigent perlons, it is but a {mall 


funds of thoſe Sabo where they have wy property. 


jant, when maintained in the fawily, 40 years ago, were 
about 31. Sterling, now from zl. to 7 l.; of a woman: ſer- 
own 
s 20 


9 10 


at in 


red no victuals, 8 d. per day, now 1s. The wages which 


tors 
1, 


1105, 


give them education. They are ali taught to read and write, 
ad many of them to keep accounts. Few of then, how. 
er, are able to provide for ſickneſs or old age. Betore 


the 


furniſh their houſe, and begin the world. 


vor, ViL = e Auliguities. 


eive it. The chtabeſt way, therefore, and the beſt way Fry 
he morals of the people, to ſupply the poor, where it can be | 
gone, is to do it by the kirk- ſeflion, The elders know the £ 
ircumſtances of every individual in the pariſh, prevent 1 unpo- 1 5 
ſition, and often diſcover modeſt inerit in want. This con- 
leration ſhould engage every perſon to be as liberal as his 
circumſtances will admit in contributing towards the pariſh 
funds. Sectaries of every denomination receive ſupply when 5 
hey need it from tlie pariſh | funds; but, t hough they give 


proportion of the” weekly collections that arc made i in their 
13], Wchurches which i is employed for the maintenance of the poor, 
This has a great tendency to diminiſh pariſh funds, and to 
bring on poor's rates upon pariilies. 10 prevent 10 great an 
evil as the poor's rates, or an afleſiaent for poor“ money, 
the non-rcfiding heritors alſo ſhould look upon theuiſelves as 
In jultice bound to make an annual donation to tlie poor s £ 


Wages, Price of Provides; &c,—The wages of a inan-fer- 
vant, 21. now 3 l. per annum; of a day-labourer who recei- 


the common labourer receives, together with his Wife's in- 
dultry, enable him not ouly to bring up a family, but alſo to 


marriage, they generally expend the mot part of their wages 
n purchating tine clothes. This leaves them but little to 
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\ Artiguitis, Sr. e are on A high riſing ground! ik 

the ſouth part of the pariſh, traces of what the comma 
people call a Roman camp. It conſiſts of the remains of tmo 
concentric circular earthen dykes, or mounds, I'M inner. 

: mon bs about 67 yards in diameter. Between the innermoſ 

| ond the outermoſt is a ſpace of about 15 feet. There wer 

through the whole of this and the neighbouring pariſhes 1 


4 oreat number of vaults with ſtrong doors. Some of them, i 


not the whole, had an appartment immediately above ma 
with a turnpike-ſtair leading to it. A few of ; them ſtill re 
main. YL Vulgar report ſays, that the uſe of them was to kee 

| their cattle from the Annandale thieves or freebooters, My 
- not this ſuggeſt the origin of many of thoſe circular dyke, 
the remains of which are called by the common people Ro. 
man camps! 2 Freebooting in former times, under certain 


circumſtances, | was by no means a diſgraceful employment 


This rendered every precaution to preſerve their property 
eſpecially their aa highly . 


Charatler of the People.— The people, i in general, are aCtie 
and induſtrious, eſpecially in ſeed-time one harveſt, | The 
know, that, if theſe works were not carried on with _— 
: mon activity, they would loſe the ſeaſon of them, ſo vor 
; and uncertain is the weather hereabout; and in thoſe Y 
of urgent neceſſity, but eſpecially in harveſt, they are . 
arly attentive to that apoſtolic direction, „Look 4 Y 
man on his own things, but every man alſo on the by 
others, in its beſt ſenſe. For, no ſooner is any 7 ; E 
veſt finiſhed, than his ſhearers are immediately di * f 
among all thoſe in his neighbourhood who have any co 
: gut down. Ter are ſober and hence esl. 
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gone. The froſt in September laſt deſtroyed many hundred 


pe dolls of corn in this country. Seldom does one year paſs 
without loſs in this way, leſs or more. But the years 1782 
and 1784 were peculiarly diſtreſſing to this part of the coun- 
try. Their corns were ſo effectually deſtroyed by the froſt, : 


that, out of 4o bolls ſowing, ſome of the farmers had not 20 


bolls of meal; nor durſt they venture to ſow a peck of them | 


e dhe following ſeaſon. They were therefore obliged to pur- 


The chaſe, at a great diſtance, the whole of their ſeed- corn. The 
ite meal which the froſted corn of thoſe years produced was 
is black as earth; and the porridge made of ſome of it, after 
ſtanding a ſhort time, ran partly to water. Their potatoes 
allo, which are now become a conſiderable part of the people's 
food, were entirely deſtroyed. No remarkable ſickneſs, how- 
ever, followed, So great were the ſtraits and hardſhips to 
which the people were reduced by thoſe calamitous years, 
* that they contracted a dull and melancholy look, which con- 
SW tinued for ſeveral years after. Till the winter 1788, even 
the curling. ſtone lay neglected. In thoſe years, many more 
than uſual received ſupply from the pariſh funds ; and the 
late Count Lockhart of Lee and Carnwath, in the year 1782, 


remitted to the moſt of als: tenants one third of their rent. 


NUM. 


common people enjoy the comforts of ſociety in a moderate 
degree; but they have no peculiar advantages, One great diſ- 
advantage to which this pariſh, in common with the whole of 
this high country, is expoſed, is, that the corns on their lower 
grounds, eſpecially i in the neighbourhood | of rivers, moſſes, | 
and marſhes, are very liable to be deſtroyed by frofts in the 
night time about the end of Auguſt, and beginning of Sep- 
tember. One of thoſe beautiful, calm, ſerene evenings, 
which draws numbers of the people in towns into the ſtreets 
unnd the fields, fills the farmer here with anxiety, and deprives . 
him of his ſleep. He knows it is highly probable, that, when 
Ma he riſes in the morning, he may ſee the hope of his harveſt 3 
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- By the Rewind 37 j Jon K Mackie, 


Ov if the Hows, Situation, ont Extent. 


iO LENSHEIL, which i is only a diſtrict of the pariſh of 
| that name, is fituated between the foreſts of Seaforth, 
the proprietor, and Glengarry, and ſhould, it is aid, be called 


Glan. thelig, or vallcy of hunting. 


The higher part of the pariſh conſiſts of two narrow olen 


or vallevs, extending between two or three computed mile 
| from the head of the well known arm of the ſea called Loch 


Duich, and at the medium diſtance of one compured mil 


and a half from each other; but the grazings occupied 1 


the inhabitants of theſe glens extend to the diſtance of eigit 
computed miles more in the fame direction of louth-calt, by 


| between three aud four computed miles broad. 


The lower part of the pariſh, called Letterfern, runs in the 


direction of north welt alonp Loch. Dvich, on the ſouth, th 


dittaace of fix computed miles, and rites from the fea, by! 
pretty rapid aicent, to the medium diſtance of one computes 
nile and a half; ſo that the parith is ſixteen mites long, df 
tween one and a half and four broad. : 
ait 
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Face of the det =The two valleys in | the height of the ; 
nariſh are ſurrounded on each ſide by mountains which riſe 
moll by a perpendicular aſcent to a prodigious height, The ; 
farther they retire from the ſea, their elevation ſeems to de- 
creaſe, or rather appears leſs firiking. In many places, theſe 
.nountains are rocky, and covered with heath and bent to the | 
rery ſummits 3 but the interjacent valleys are not unpleaſant, 
heing covered. with fine and coarfe graſs, and ſome wood; 
but the proportion of arable ground is very inconfiderable. 


The lower part of the pariſh is all covered with green, and 
intermixed with heath and bent. Here the proportion of 


arable ground is ehe greater. 


Number of Era, Management, and mode of Coltivation, — 
In the pariſh are 17 farms, each of which, with the excep- 
tion of two, is occupied by a number of tenants; ſo that each 
farm forms a village. The tenants graze their cattle promiſ- 
cuouſty, each reſtricting himſelf to a number of heads, pro- 
portioned to his rent; — the arable ground they wen in 
like manner. . | | 

It does not always W that the farm i is equally divided 5 
among the occupiers; and, when one man's diviſion is not 
large enough to enable him to keep as many horſes (which is 


| always four, and they never uſe oxen) as are ſufficient to draw 5 


the plough, two or more of them join. 
ln ſome places, particularly along the coaſt, the arable - 

ground is ſo ſteep, and frequently ſo ſmall in extent, that ei- 
ther the horſes cannot ſtand firm, or have not room enough 
to turn upon it with the draught; in which caſe, the ground 
is turned by a machine, called the crooked N, in a man's 5 
hand, 5 
The old Scotch plough, 4 no other, is 4 The horſes 
$0 all a. breaſt; that is, the four horſes are tied by the hal- 
IE ters 


126 


_— ters to one ſtick at equal Ae which ſtick the drivet 
| holds forcibly in both hands, while he himſelf walks _ 
ly backwards, directly before the horſes 
| Where the ground is ſteep, the mode of plowing i is ex. 
tremely tedious, being performed by what i is called the i. 
 furrow ; that is, where the horſes cannot carry the draught 
directly againſt the aſcent, they go,along-fide the brae in a 
oblique direction, plowing down the ground all towards one 
| fide; and, in returning back, the Plough. cuts no ground 
5 but | is carried er 


Sasel Account 


8 5 sal, 8 and D fi. The fo foil i is various. That i in 
the height of the pariſh is thin, ſtony, and barren. Along 
the coaſt, though the ſoil is thin and light, it is not quite 
unfertile; it is in general gravellih, or + conſiſts ol a black 
light earth. 1 „ 
All the weſt coaſt, but particularly Kintail, 1s fabjea Aal 
to inceſſant rains and ſtorms throughout the year. The only 
dry weather to be looked for is from the middle or latter end 
of May to the middle of September, when the rains general 
ly ſet in. The ſnow is ſeldom of long duration on the fex 
_ coaſt, and here the froſt | is not felt ſo keen as in inland coun- 
5 tries. 
The diſeaſes moſt orevalent among the inhabitants of thi 
place are rheumatiſms, ſciatics, and ruptures. They are daily 
expoſed to damps and rains, which are believed to be tir 
| cauſe of the two former; and the latter is attributed to the 
heavy weights which 
breaſts when they bac 


he men are in uſe of raiſing on thei 
load their horſes; for, owing to the 
roughneſs of the country, and there being no roads, 1? 
waggon or cart can be uſed for any diſtance. 

There are many inſtances of longevity. There are no 


living in the pariſh three men and a woman who exceed 8, 
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and, within the laft t ben years, three 1 men died, two of whom 1 
were above 90, and one above 80. All the inhabitants, rich 

and poor, inoculate for the ſmall-pox ; ſo that the ravages 5 
formerly made * 1888 dreadtul . are not now much 


felt. 5 


7 


2 ay tune Hare gs pay nl viſits to Lok 


Duich. They generally make their appearance about the 
middle of Auguſt, and ſometimes ſooner. Their ſtay is often 
ort, particularly of late years; but, during ſame ſeaſons, 
they appear in ſuch immenſe ſhoals, and continue ſo long, 
that, in the courſe of a few weeks, many veſſels fiſh full 
cargoes. It is obſerved, that, for the laſt fix years, the her- 
rings of this and the neighbouring lochs are much diminiſh- 
ed in ſize, in ſo much that the nets with which they were 
taken before that period, are now faund to be W hs too wide 7, 


for the purpoſe, _ 


In Loch-Duich are alſo found haddocks, cod, kings . 


cuddie, flounder, &c. with almoſt all the variety of fiſh (but 


not in ſuch quantities) that appear TOE: N on che weſt 
leoaſt,” LI 
The well fh on the Mores of - Lock-Duich are muſcles, —_ 


wilks, cockle, limpets, ſpout fiſh, clam ſhells, &c. &c. 


Of the ſea-weed growing on its ſhores, the proprietor al- 
lows the ſeveral contiguous farms what is amply ſufficient for 
the purpoſe of manuring the land. The overplus, which is 
manufactured into kelp for his own ule, does not, on an ave- : 


Ws exceed ten tons yearly. 


the 
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dali, Het, and Produce.— The only grain raiſed in 
the pariſh are ſmall oats and bear, and potatoes the only 
roots. The oats are begun to be ſown about the middle of 
March, barley and potatoes about the 20th of April; and 
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bpelieved to be much calculated for rearing ſheep; and, in 


12989 Statiſtical Account 


the ſowing is ſeldom over before the end of May; and, uber ding 
| ſome ſeaſons, the harveſt is not in before the end of October of whi 
| This country is but little adapted for the purpoſes of af. except 
| culture; there are ſome farms which will not raiſe . yet it 
corn as will be ſufficient for the conſumption of the occupi. paſſion 


ers for one fourth of the year. The height of the parith i | is f. 
party, 
wading 


'-.."vhe year 1786, triple rent was offered for that diſtrict by 


| ſheep-farmers, (it being then out of leale), which the pro iſ, P. 
| Prietor abſolutely refuſed, declaring, that he would new for a c 
prefer ſheep to men, at the ſame time that he ſet the lands t ive 
_ the old inhabitants (who are not over fond of 0 on | ther One ir 
paying a pretty moderate augmentation. _ Ow 
The ſtaple production of the pariſh is black cattle, _Thefe . 
are not large, but hardy, and uncommonly elegant in ſhape. Place 
The price of a full grown cow is from 31. to 5 1. They ar x Ki 
generally bought at Whitſunday and Michaelmas, by perſons == 
from Ayr and Perth ſhires, who fell them to the Englilh xr 
drovers. The horſes are, like the black cattle, of ſmall fizz, Go 
but ſtrong and w ell formed, and generally fell at between 40 Ad 
and SEES Þurpol 
All the ſheep are of the ſmall kind. Their feth i is ſweet pd 1 
and delicate, and their wool middling fine. A ſheep and bog 
. lamb, with year old fleece, will fetch in 2 May from between * 
F 55 f 
_ Goats are reared i in the keioke of the pariſh; Their A s 
and milk are believed to be of a medicinal quality, and to Ron 
contribute not a little to prevent and remove many com Te 
_ plaints, particularly thoſe of a conſumptive' kind. The price 8 
of a goat is from 5 s. to 7s. 1 dane 
| ate ta 
8 inhabitants of this and of the veighbo'- Th 
ing bah of Linti conſiſt principally of two tribes or {ud 5 5 


ordintte 


of 2 8 129 s 


ordinate 3 the Macraes (or Mackraws) aud Maclennans, 1 
of which the Macraes are by far the moſt numerous. Theſe, ; 
except the name only, are united by every tie of connection; = 
yet it is not unuſual to ſee them under the influence of thoſe 
paſſions which mutual jealouſy and claniſh animoſity inſpire. - 
It is ſeldom, however, they fail to unite againſt any third 
party, whom they believe or imagine to have a deſign of in- | 
rading the rights of either. TT Z 
The Macraes and Maclennans have been * diſtinguiſhed | 
for 2 deep-rooted attachment to the family of Seaforth, who 
have been for many centuries proprietors of this country. 
One inſtance of this attachment may ſerve as a ſpecimen. 
Owing to the fide which William Earl of Seaforth eſpouſed | 
during the troubles of 1715 and 1719, memorable in this 


bt of Kintail (a name then common to this and the pariſh of 


{ons 
lib 


fize, 


years of the forfeiture, it baffled all the endeavours and policy 
pf Government to penetrate into the country, or to collect 
any rents in Kintail ; and all the attempts made to effect that 


4k burpoſe by his Majeſty's troops were defeated with diſgrace, 
2 ind not without proving fatal to ſome of thoſe who were raſh 
* enough to undertake the enterpriſe. Seaforth's tenants were, 
2 that occaſion, affiſted by the advice, and animated by the 
rrumple of Donald Murchiſon, whoſe name, had his talents 
* been employed on a more conſpicuous theatre, the page of 
x6 * would not bluſh to tranſmit with honour to polte- 
i: He regularly collected the rents, and found means 
wid th of remitting them to Seaforth, who then lived in 
| France, or of ſnatching an opportunity of conveying them 
afe to his Lord in perſon. 
we The inhabitants of this pariſh a are a frugal people, plain, 
(bea, and ſincere; andy if ſurpaſſed 3 in (be 1 virtue of induſtry 


Vol. VI. * by 


\ 


lace for the battles of Sherriffmuir and Glenſheil, his lands 


that name) had forfeited to the Crown; yet, during all = 


By 130 N Statifital Account. 


any natural incapacity in them, but becauſe the objects wd 


5 by 605 feutkern neighbours, the difference | is not owing h 


| e to induſtry have not been yet introduced among then, 
and, in point of {kill in the management of black cattle, the 
5 neighbours allow them to have the pre-eminence, For 4 
years paſt, no perſon of this pariſh h. has boon baniſhed, or ru 
 fered 8 n 125 
ee * D W great Ante wii 
the inhabitants of this pariſh enjoy in common with thei 
| neighbours on the weſt coaſt, is the near acceſs they hate 
fiſh, particularly herrings. Of theſe they generally lay u 
their annual ſtore in the months of September and Oftober 
which, with potatoes, become the favourite, and almoſt on) 
food of the lower claſs of people for three-fourths of the jer 
One of the chief diſadvantages is the ſcarcity of fuel 
ö There are, indeed, inexhauſtible funds of moſs, but ſo diſta 
either on the ſummits, or behind the mountains, and ſo i 
acceſſible, by reaſon of the ſteepneſs or ruggedneſs of th 
mountains, that the moſt induſtrious have a difficulty | in bein 
comfortably ſupplied during the drieſt ſeaſons. The cal 
laws, as they preſently ſtand, are the ſubject of univerſal con- 
plaint on the welt coaſt of Scotland; but in no place is ther 
operation more bitterly felt than in Kintail. 
5 No country is more neglected in reſpect of roads. Th 
ſtatute labour, which for a few years was but imperfectly ca 
ried on, has been for ſome years paſt entirely diſcontinue 
though in no part of Scotland more abſolutely neceſſary, 
The military road from Fort Auguſtus to Fort Bernera run 
through the height of the pariſh the diſtance of 12 compu 
miles z but this road has alſo been neglected fince 1776. be 


fore that periods it was kept! in annual repair by a party d 
| _ ſoldiers 
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no 6 caldiers. Tue bridge on this 1 road i in like manner have been 
whid neglected. 
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chiefly of ſtout able women, who, rather than engage in ſer- 


would effectually relieve the public of this burden. 


The ſwarm 100 ſturdy . with which this country. * 
:nfeſted is conſidered as no ſmall diſadvantage. They conſiſt 


vice, are content to go about from houſe to houſe; but there 
is every reaſon to believe, the introduction of manufactures 
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The number of real poor on the pariſh roll is 21. bre : 
is no other fund for their ſupport but the weekly collections, « 
which, one year with another, may amount to between 51. 
and 61, Such of them as are not able to travel about for _ 
ams, employ ſome near donnection i in that x.. 


. r. The 1 maladies the glebe, is | ont 5 _ 
bol, The King is patron, The groſs rent of the pariſh 
does not exceed 600 l. There is a parochial ſchool, with - - 
200 merks Scots ſalary. The maſter, beſides quarter pay- 
ments from his ſcholars, receives 18. for each marriage, and 


a conſideration from the ſeſſion funds for precenting. 


There are only two houſes in the pariſh where whiſky is 
retailed. One of theſe is a ſtage-houſe on the road from Fort 
Auguſtus to Bernera, called Sheil Inn. Intemperance is not 
a prevalent vice in this place. The only ſeafon of the year | 


in which exceſs in drinking, as if by general conſent, is 


reckoned allowable, is Martinmas, when the factor diſcharges 


them for their rents. Then the proprietor 8 health is re- 


* drunk in copious nen, : 


1 of * in 1 755 was 509.— 


There is good reaſon to believe that the population of the 


pariſh has increaſed during the laſt 18 years. In 1769 and 
1772, a number of ſubſtantial farmers emigrated to North 


Carolina 
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. : | Carolina wh hte families and many ef their conneflios; 


which not only at the time, but for ſome years after, very 


Ee ſenfibly diminiſhed the number of inhabitants; and, by a 


| particular enumeration made in the year 1781, the number 
olf ſouls were 152 leſs than they are at preſent, being now 
721. The number of births is yearly from 17 to 22; of 

| . from 3 to Gy ; Nh _—_ = 1 Th. j 


| Battles 3 a narrow pe in the height of the pariſh Was 
fought i in 1719 the battle of Glenſheil, between ſome Engliſh 


troops and 300 (ſome ſay 400) Spaniards. Theſe were joined 


by ſome Highlanders who favoured the cauſe of the Pretender, 


and who were headed by the Earl of Seaforth. The Earl wa 
carried off by his tenants from the field, dangerouſly wound- 
cd; and, ſoon after, his followers gave way, leaving the 
En gliſh maſters of the field of battle. Ihbeir victory, how- 


ever, coſt them pretty dear, having loſt their commander, 
The Spaniards, who were ſuſpeted by the Highlanders ot 
not being r in the wo AIC 3 at 4 
cretion. 6, 
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| Situation and Extent. | ; To 


3 


IE pariſh of Show, in the ſouth diſtrict of Mid-Lothi- 
an, takes in part of the N. N. W. of Selkirkſhire. 
Its extent from Nettleflat, the moſt northerly farm-houſe, . 
(where Galawater takes its riſe), to Corſlie, the county boun- 
dary, and from thence to Caddonlie, on the banks of Tweed, 
$15 miles. Its medium breadth 5 miles, — 7 5 ſquare 75 


miles, or 37,500 acres. 
Suppoſed preſently in crop, 3720 acres. : 
Of theſe laſt ſuppoſed in traps 1 5 acres. 
Valued rent, Scots e 


55 


Church, PEE ua: is a menſal kirk of the n of © 


dt Andrews. The ſtipend was 4001. Scots, with two chal- 


ders victual, before anno 1693, when it was s augmented by 
350l. 


(Cunt 7 Mid: bauer of Lauder 


L. 131 76 0 $4 
Computed real rent, Sterling 8 40% 
Three-fourths of the property has been changed within 45 
years. The preſent proprietors, from circumſtances to be 
after mentioned, draw at leaſt 5 ber cent. for their purchaſe. : 
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common, (I ſuppoſe by uſe and wont). 
divided anno 1756, and 19 acres were allotted to the mi- 


5 years before that was repaired, plaſtered on the roof and wall 
- N thoſe. above 8 years old, 1035; another anno 1779, 140 


ſubject to few diſeaſes. The greateſt part of theſe ariſe fron 
| wait of cleanlineſs and foul feeding, ſuch as diſcaſed ſheey 


E 2 4 ccount 


a is 2d. Anno 150 again mite to 8401. 1 tu 
chalders meal, one ditto bear, valued at 80 l. per chaldg 
liebe about five acres. The miniſter had paſturage in $ty 


The common ng 


ſter.—A new manſe was built anno 1782. The kirk ty 


1 ns — ee e ee and commodious, Fo 
pln. liv a liſt * anno 1 17 16 at 1717, 6 


and upwards. This increaſe can only be attributed to th 
improvement of agriculture, no manufactures being yet cl 
bliſhed The people, in general, are healthy and robuk 


and fith that come up at ſpawning time. Epidemical dileale 

have teidom proved fatal; but, of late years, there have bett 
mor coniumptions and nervous complaints than formerly 
Tais is perhaps to be attributed to the immoderate uſe d 
| Ipirituous liquors, and the introduction of tea of the worl 
quality, drunk too hot, which may Produce the 2 fal 
effects on the nervous ſyſtem. 
SGala-water was formerly famed for great plenty of exct 
lent trouts. Theſe in number are greatly decreaſed ſince the 
| introduction of lime as a manure. WR 


Fur of the nee 68e. The country is hilly. Torn 
the water ſides it is moſtly covered with a ſhort green {ward; 
towards the higher grounds, heath, bent, and ling, general) 
prevail, which laſt proves a good feed for ſheep in {privs 
On the fides of the ou burns that fall into Gala ns 

| "I weed, 
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Tueed, chere grows the richeſt and moth delicate grafs, . in- 5 
terſperſed with a variety of plants and flowers. 5 
This country is well adapted for paſture of ſheep and : 
goats. Theſe laſt are now entirely given up, in confequence 
of the increaſed growth of corn. Upon a general ſurvey, 
it would appear that the tops of the hills near the water 
ſides were the only ſpots cultivated by the plough, while the . 
lower ground was covered with trees, chiefly alder and birch. 
When they began to clear the ground, no medium was ob- 
„ ferred 3 not a tree left for building, or country uſe, all of 
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140 which muſt be brought from a diſtance, Of late, ſome of the If 
thi proprietors have begun to plant; and it is to be hoped, in a ; 10 
lt er yours the ears d . aſume a 2 e g i 
ou, . I 2 155 e 
Improvements. ny” the e ret from Edin- | Fi 
burgh to Selkirk were made. This produced a total change 5 mu 
in the ſyſtem of farming. No lime had been brought to this : 158 
country but for building, and on horſe-back, The expence I 1 
of this mode of carriage prevented the uſe of lime as a ma. 1 
nure, A carriage · road being now opened to Middleton lime- A 
kilns, the farmers, who before had only uſed ſledges and 5 4b 
tumbler carts to lead in their corn and earth-elding, (the ” 8 
| winning and leading of which was the whole ſummer work of 1 
ce. their ſervants and horſes), to improve this advantage, 1 now were - M 
e te mauced to increaſe the number of their horſes, and change 1 
the conſtruction of their carts, to lead coals inſtead of peats, "Ml 
and lime for their land. The old lees, and hitherto unculti- = 
yard vated heath- land, were now broken up, and produced great 1 
1 crops, as is always the caſe with new land. But, as lime : A 
a new and more expenſive manure, the farmers in gene- | 
rg ral reſolved to make the moſt of it by repeated crops, not 
g * conlidering the fatal conſequences of ſcourging the limed ſoil, 
1 


er the advantage of laying down their land in good condition 
| . „ for 


2 56 22 Account 


5 See Would, the farmers. bouſült their. own | nj 


| and, after lime, ſow their lands with graſs the ſecond or thin 


crop, the hay and paſture would more than compenſat 


them, beſides leaving the land in good heart for after crops 
- but men ſeldom forego a 3 wy for future * 8 


N | 1 111 1011 — 


= jo AR ens Hows chiefly, to low dehgned this part d 
| \the- country for ſheep paſture, - The ſheep in the higher 
parts of the pariſh ſeem originally to have been of the black. 
faced kind, ſhort legged; and, from the nature of the ſail 
which is dry and light, they are hardy, and known by the gra 
Liers to be healthy and good feeders. The wool. is coarſe, aul 
was formerly ſold to the Galaſhiels clothiers for the purpoſe af 
making gray cloth of that name, at from 28. 6 d. to 48. fr 
ſtone. The ſheep in, the lower grounds are a croſs breed 
between the black and the white faced, by which means, to. 
gether with a finer paſture in the low lands, the quality af 
wool is finer, and the price from 7s. to 108. per ſtone; and 
5 from the late advance in that article, 118. and 128. Thi, 
perhaps, may alſo be owing, in a great meaſure, to the quan- 
tity of artificial graſs ſown. It is a certain fact, that where 
moſt of this is, the ſheep are not only improved in quantity 
7 and quality of wool, but in the value of carcaſe.—One thing 
further is greatly in favour of any improvement by ſom 
_ graſs. The farmer will not be obliged, as often formerly, o 
drive his ſheep to lower ground, at a diſtance from home, 
for food, in a hard winter, having plenty of "ſown-grafs hay, 
to fupply the ſheep when they can get no food from tix 
ground. The inereaſe of turnips will alſo be of great advat 
; tage in my rel pet. | | 


1 of. Sheep. Thaw gh florenuſters do not, in gens 
ral, wiſh to ſay how many they hold, according to the belt 
information 


— 
— 


information, which 1 believe is not above the truth, thete 
are in the yu 1062 _ or "TENG ſheep. | 


—>- 


4 


e late years many inetoſarc have been made, 


tack, are ſenſible of the advantage ariſing from them; but the 55 


A farmers think 73 per cent. too high a premium for dry ſtone= 
rl dykes, which they muſt keep in repair. —The culture of 
* turnips has of late years rapidly increaſed, in ſo much that 
il, WY there is hardly one who poſſeſſes 3 or 4 acres who does not ; 
7+ Wl apply ſome of it in that way. Young cattle are reared with 
nl WY the ſnaws; and the increaſed quantity of dung is by ſome _ 
at thought adequate to the price of * and the * 188 in 
per i high order for barley and grafs. 5 

cel Number of cattle 2 fed « on turnig, 99, mb 
to- 101. per head „ 1. 90 0 8 
of Sheep on ditto this year 6 ſeore, at 161, per. e 
ee, „ „ a or 
his Servants 1 wages s per annum in the 3 0 Now. 
ase 1 1 8 ee 
„„ i 6-2 o o OS 3 10 © 


tity Day-labourers with meat,—winter, 4 d A; 6d. * 
1108 day, | | 
on Now, ——winter, 6d .—ſammer, 8 d. —in \ karveſt kar, 


7, to i Taylors with meat, JJC 
e, Maſons without meat, 18. 2d. Now, 12. 6d. 
hay, Frights, EY "ns 18. 4d. 
the | | 


vaſe 8 Joty 17 355 ihe We part of the Raten 
deing exceedingly warm and dry, there was a great ſtorm of 
thunder, with hail and rain. At Wedderlaw, a hill in Over- 
lhiels ground, three cine up Lugate-water, the ſhepherd ſit- 
ting at a ſmall diſtance, obſerved the face of the hill begin to 

Vor. VII. Toes | moves 


enes 
beſt 
tio 


and all who either poſſeſs land in property, or hold it 4 


— 6 Suu Account 


; move; the whole flock of ſheep being abe on that och 
in conſequence of the thunder; he immediately ſent his ag 
to drive them off. By this means the greateſt part ver 
ſaved, though, ſome, went with the break, which was Carrie 

| down to Gala, and a great quantity of the moſs as far y 
5 Galathiels, which is reported to have ſerved the poor Pr 
in t chat n, for your the NY winter. e Mo 


PA 
(Cou 


8 3 —The firſt a was in G 0G of Fl) 
= 1 annum, allotted according to the valued rent, paid in equi 
proportions by the heritors and tenants. "Theſe laſt bar 
been invited to attend the meetings forth at buſineſs, Th 

9 Eirk-ſeſſion ſupplies 51. from the mort- cloth money, &, 
5 From anno 1782-83, by reaſon of the great dearth at tha 
time, it was | raiſed to 3ol. for the half year. After this 

it was again reduced to 241. per half year, at which it fil 

continues, The number of poor on the roll i is between 1 

and 30, beſides occaſional allowances. 0 
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1 Anno 1778, Robert Boyd clothier came 
to Stow. Before that time, nothing had been done in the 
clqthing way. The manufacture has increaſed ; and this lif 
year he has made and carried to market, on his own behoo, 
cloth to the value of 1801, Sterling, beſides country work, 
As Stow is fituated in an wool country, having plenty d 
Water, near to coals, and the Edinburgh market, it is to be 
hoped the trade will ſucceed. Before this period, the on 
manufacture was what is called Stow ſtruntain, made of tit 
coarteſt woo!, and wrought by the women on a loom like 
bed-heck, Price of working one grols, or 144 yards, 5 
day, with meat, 6 d.; without meat, 9d. Ihis is uſed for 
garters and bindings, and told at from: 9s. to 11s. Fog grolk 
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thi Soil and Climate 


vation. The ſouthern parts are more level, and conſiſt of 


ined with conſiderable trouble and expence. The oil, 
ich is various, produces moderate crops of beans, peate, 


work more cultivated than formerly. Potatoes are raited in great 
nty U abundance, and are the chief ſubſiſtence ot the poorer ſort 
to be 


of inhabitants for fix or eight months in the year. 


lend; and, within theſe few years, one man died at the age 
2 1 of 92, and a man and a woman aged 96. 
td 10 1 5 TD | | bs 


ficepting a few arent, taylors, ſhochlakers, blackimiths, 


wa pact Fe - > Only 


PARISH. or PORT or MONTEITH. 


(Cunty 2 Perth, 3 of Dunblane—Synod 7 = 


PHE pariſh of Port, in the northern part, is rocky and 
1 mountainons, and moſtly covered with heath, there | 
* only ſome narrow ſkirts and hollows capable of culti- 


moſs, meadow, dry-field, and carſe. The mols is very ex- 
tenfive, and affords plenty of fuel, which is, however, ob- 


cats, barley, clover, and turnip. The two Jait are much 


* 
8 


The climate is reckoned wholeſome. The people, in ge- 
heral, are ſober and induſtrious. Many have been long- 


Trades,—Moſt of the adults are employed in agriculture, | 


and 
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"and WEIR Aationad,; in different places for the accomms 
5 . of the n 12 7 0 


2 . e e are, on the Cr Wy" corner of ws par 
5 N mineral ſprings cloſe by each other, all of differen 

: qualities; one emetic, another cathartic z and the third is 
ufed for waſhing cutaneous eruptions on the body. But the 
reſpective nature of theſe waters has not as yet been properl 
analyſed, The Loch of Monteith is the moſt” remarkabl 

| ſheet of water, being nearly in the center of the pariſh, ad Mimonly 
joining the kirk and manſe. It is adorned with two ſmall week!) 
illands and a peninſula, It is about five miles round. Lock {iſfcamat 
Vennochar, on the north, is the boundary betwixt this pariſh the an 
and Callander. There are ſome other ſmaller lochs, one partly 


| which forms a beautiful round baſon, about half a mile iſſunks, 


UE a circumference, on the top of our higheſt ridge of moun- 


ability, 
tains.— The Loch of Monteith abounds with perch, pike, ll 
and eel, and affords ſome large trout. The Forth, till a 
late, afforded. ſome ſport for ſalmon on the border of this 

pariſh, But now they ſeem to be in 2 good meaſure baniſhet 
from this neighbourhood, by conveying down the river ſuch 
quantities of moſs, for the purpoſe: of acquiring. the fine clay 
oil which 1 is below it. | 


8 1 of the pariſh, in 1755, 
mounted to 1865. It is believed, that, for ſome time, the 
have been on the decreaſe, owing partly to the junction d 
farms, and chiefly to the emigration of cottagers and ther 
families to great towns, and to the cotton manufactures, 


| Farms and Valuation, —A conſiderable proportion of the 
pariſh is now incloſed. The farms, in general, are not lar: 


The rents ar? Various, from 1001. to 10 l. Sterling, Ther 
: 3 = - are 


of Gart more. ; 


Mg. 


vun. bill to afſiſt and relieve the OTE and eee, 


Pen. . 


upwards of 20 Aherlors, befides a number ol mal "RF 
ſhe only principal beritors at preſent reſiding are Mr Er- 
kine of "al he "pes of the n and Mr e ; 


The valued rent of the whole is PETE hots; The 2 + 
ent it would be difficult, with 7 _ of Sed wad - 


Pur The a of poor on "Hh felfion: lis is OE Rs 
monly from 33 to 40. They are fupported partly by the 
nil veekly collections at church; by the dues paid on the pro- 

och Wclamation of banns, and for the ufe of the mort- cloth; by : 

riſk te annual produce of ſome money laid out at intereſt ; and 

e of partly by the private charities of their neighbours of different 

in Wraniks, who are in general well inclined, ace to their 


| of 8 is ta that this peil raiſes. more 
ma grain than is conſumed by the inhabitants, a great many bolls 
ſhed of oat-meal being yearly exported to Glaſgow, Dumbarton, 
ſuch nd to the Highlands. The greater part of the barley is 
cy converted into whiſky by the licenſed diſtillers. Conſider- 
able quantities alſo of butter and cheeſe are ſent to market | in 

the e great towns, 
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NUMBER XII. 


The 

PARISH Or GLASFORD, riſh, 

a farm 

SLY ew o. 

55 (Cunt of Lanark. 0 of Hanilon—Syud 9 2 

e and 150 A of 

: capable 

** the Reverend Mr Hven r TCHELL, Foe fame ff 

| | and ca 

perfect 

5 poles. 

1 - Extent and 8. yy propri 

— | "HE pariſh of Glasford is near eight ile in  lngh, Proper 

J its breadth i is exceedingly unequal ; though, at an at Phy 

5 rage, it may be two miles. Its ſoil, like its figure, j is unequal MP 

ö 15 ſome parts it is a light loam, in others a ſtrong clay; but, 2; tat 

"OE Parts, it is moſſy and barren. The light loamy fol "3 

i 0 e kably ſtony. Experience, however, and obſervation, Kind 

: have {hown, that to 'this : bind ot ſoil, ſtones anſwer mary ſpot W 

valuable purpoſes. They ſhelter the young ſtalk from n. he 

| dew and ſtorms; they prevent the crop from being burnt _r 

| by ſcorching heats they intercept the evaporation of tat bam 

_ enriching juices z and, by theſe I, greatly * the peo they | 

greſs of vegetation. Fears t 

An heritor, who occupies his own land, boplas to ;mpron bace a 

the ſoil by carrying away the ſtones, made the experiment they | 
- upon one of his incloſures. The land obſtinately refuſed u er 

yield him its uſual crop. Diſcovering his error, he reſtore 3 

what he had unjuſtly taken away. | fon 
Not many pariſhes are better ſupplied with fuel. The ca 

and north-eaſt extremities lie contiguous to excellent coll. Wil SY. 
_ ol Pref: 


les; 


of Carl. e 143 


* 


ies; ; 15 che rn is pred from Kilbride by : 4 moſs chat 
nields peat of good quality, and in great abundance. 


and many are defective in both. Though the land on the 


oth, 

* They read no books on agriculture * nor do they ſeek the 
„ opany of thoſe who might inſpire them with a taſte for 
a improvement. They ſeem to be contented with what they 5 
4 kave, rather than ambitious of more. Though they are not 
* kind to the ſoil, their attachment to it is ſtrong; and the 


ſpot where they firſt drew breath is held ſacred. 


nany 
mil- 
it up 
the 


pros ney be kept up but at great expence. For the firſt three 


rot re a year cleared of moſs, within the courſe of ten years 


ment 


18 tale, To take off the moſs without hurting the tree, re- 


torel 
I dom tried, Another, lels laborious, has been attempted. 


el Some 


* This, 3 in Ge meaſure, will be accounted for when the 


als 
Preſent Cate of education in ye Pariſh comes to be ſpoken of. 


| The ſpirit of improving land has not yet reached this pa- | 
iſh, There is in it only one man who deſerves the name of 

3 firmer. | To improve land requires both induſtry and ſkill. 

Few of the farmers here have a moderate portion of either, 5 


eaſt of the pariſh lies | in the vicinity of lime and coal, and | is 
capable of vaſt improvement, it is nevertheleſs in much the 3 
ſame ſtate in which it was 20 years ago. Potatoes, turuips, 
and cabbages, for the uſe of cattle, may be raiſed in great 
perfection. Few, however, are planted but for culinary pur- 
noſes. The fact is, that the greater part of the farmers are fs 
proprietors, who occupy their own land. The value of their P 
property, t taken ſeverally, may be from 301. to 1201. a year. 


= * * > %” 
— Inch EEE LE — et mY T% 8 r . . - o - þ 
* 2 4 4 TH 5 g, D * 9 kv TC] — k - "4 bs 
by & N beer — . Ado. . 1 4 . 9 — — 
2 FE . r - - 2922 : 
— SO 8 N r \ n * 7 * e * 
1 * ; 8 - * my 4 ** 5 * 
” 5 7 > N 2 £5 ny * 


"I r oO. * = 2 e 3 1 . p 
we gh vr EL : n 2 . { 7 
SE 3 N 9 85 ws tr * ” Et 28 4 6 12 982213 3 
e n 5 r n 
ED $M Folge TP 3 rr ne : P *- os . : 
3 we > og ee lg > — ; 0 E 2 5 0 


— PF. 7 3 


The eaſtern part of the pariſh is incloſed with hedge and ey 
Witch. Thorn-hedges, however, on the marſhy and light 
cam ſoil, have been found not to ſucceed here; nor can 


"BE: r 
T. be 

S IR OT et bY > 3 
1 Ih hs 1 Cats 


2 — 
VC ers . 


rears they do well enough; but, if afterwards they are not 


they become completely incruſted with that noxious vege- 
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: Some 1 expecting a new crop of ſhoots, have cut doi 
Tr the diſeaſed hedge till within a foot of the ground. 
. been worſe than the diſeaſe; the external i 

| being in great meaſure, and the nouriſhing dews altogetl 
excluded by the thick coat of moſs; and the perſpiratiy 
being greatly obſtructed, the tree decays, and fickens, af 
dies. Trees of every deſcription in the pariſh ſoon gabe 


Saale 4 ccount 


moſs. Hence apple, pear, and other fruit-trees of the luꝶ 4d 
kind do not thrive; and the fruit of ſuch as arrive at mat $ 

19 5 rity is greatly inferior, both in nnen and in flavour, to the . 
8 fruit on the Clyde. "ie 
The women in this pariſh poſſeſs. a Wer dexteriyi A 
rearing calves; and the richeſt veal in the Edinburgh mu Ko 

L __ it is believed, comes $ from: Glasford « or Avendale, 49 
. 1 75 + | th mak were 1 At M i 
beginning of this year, (1792) there were in the parith 58 "ita 
fouls, 2 Its population has greatly increaſed within theſe 1 200.C 
OG years. 'The increaſe, however, is owing not to the farming, bi ata 
to the manufacturing part of the community. There arel perito 

it three ſmall, but thriving villages. One of them, which, i * ; 
the year 1771, conſiſted only of 14 houſes, and 63 inhub &rve, 
tants, now contains 44 houſes, and 196 inhabitants, In ti 7 
village there are 36 looms; 12 employed in the cotton, an = 
the others in the linen manufacture. The flouriſhing ſlit # , 
of theſe manufactures has contributed to enhance the pri r 

of labour of every kind. The day-labourer has raiſed hl an 
wages one penny a day. Taylors, within the courſe of |; * 
twelvemonth, have raiſed their wages from 8 d. to 15. 2 0, ay 
Mechanics have enhanced the price of their work mani 4 
, - 
Church, School, and Poor, — The preſent value of the bet * 


meal, a manſe, and a glebe of near ſix acres, The Earl of 


property in the pariſh is 2921. out of which the clergyman. 
is paid 11. 5s. 3d. in money, and 36 pecks in victual. 


how little the church is obliged to them. There are 41 heri- 


ralved rent is 2654 l. 48. 2d. Scots. T he real rent can- 
not be leſs than 1900 l. Sterling. e | 


temple ; though it would be doing them injuſtice. not to „ 
ſerve, that they love to attend it. 


like the church. Though repaired five years ago, the manſe 
After a thaw or a ſmart ſhower of rain, the inſide walls and 


Irops meet the eye from every point of view ; "fo that, amid 


which the preſent clergyman has, in ſome degree, remedied 
by Aver, as they are here called, and by other methods of 
Vol. VII. _— draining 


4 1 go 85. 16 d. in money, 44 4 baits 14 "ll i in oat- 


Eyfintoune 1 is patron. The preſent rent of his Lordſhip” * 


Another heritor, whoſe rent is ſcarcely 61. pays 5s. in mo- 
ney, and 20 pecks in victual. To them who underſtand the 
doftrine of teinds, this diſproportion, vaſt as it is, may not 
ſeem extraordinary. It ſerves, however, (a wag might ſay), 
to ſhow how much Lords are obliged to the church, and 


tors, 8 of whom do not reſide in the pariſh. The whole | 
The church was built i in 1633. It never was elegant nor 
convenient. Its preſent uncouth appearance fixes the atten- s 
tion of every beholder ; ; and ſcarce a ſtranger paſſes by with= 
out making it a compliment, It is not in good repair. The 
heritors, unlike the ancient Jews, love not to decorate. the 
Matters have been ſo managed bere, that the ms] is 
needs again to be repaired. It is damp in the extreme, 
tinber exhibit a ſcene wonderfully ſtriking. The pearly 
be rigours of winter, its inhabitants enjoy ſome of the plea- 


lures of a May morning. The fituation of the manſe ac- 
counts for this. It lies in a ſwamp, the inconvenience of 
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drain ing the water. The fite ſeems to have: been choſen in 
turbulent times; 'Y for, except a narrow neck of land that leads 
to the church, and a little garden, now pretty well drained, 


the manſe and offices are completely ſurrounded with 


moraſs, Tt is therefore not difficult to conceive, that, if ne. 
ceſſary, the manſe might, at ſmall 9 be made a place 
of conſiderable ſtrength. 


The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary i is 100 6 He has' a teachs 


ing. room and a dwelling- houſe, conſiſting of two ſmall apart 
ments. The quarterly fees are; for Engliſh, 15. 6 d.; for 


writing and arithmetic, 2 8.; and 28. 6 d. for Latin. The 


ſchool, as well as the church, is injudiciouſly ſituated, being 
at the diſt ance ot teven miles from the oppoſite extremity of 
: · the Parith ; 3 and, were 4t: not for a populous and thriving vil. 
5 lage in the neighbourhood, a ſchoolmaſter couid not live, 
The average number ot 1cholars may be 40. With all the 

| application he can beſtow, his living, including perquilites 
cannot be worth more than 20 l. a year. Within the courſe 
ok fix years, there have been tive changes of {chooimaſters, 
bis rapid ſucceſſion is juſtly attributed to the ſmallnels of 
. the living. The low v alue of money, and the high price of 
every thing, render 201. but a ſcanty ſubſiſtence. A ſchools 


maſter, even in a f mall Jandward pariſh, hopes, at his admi- 


Hon, to live at leaſt as comfortably as a plowman. He mil- 
takes it; and will be able much ſooner to dilcover than to 


cocrect his mittake. The plowman's wages have been doubled 


within thele 40 years paſt: The {choolmaſter's condition, du- 
ring that long period, has undergone no material change for 


the better The plowman ſerves one maſter only: The 
ſchoolmaſter has commonly as many dictators as employers 


The former receives his wages from one hand, and theſe 
Wag cs ale chearfully and Puuétually paid: The latter, with 


difficulty 


ds the reluctant hands of forty “. 


d, Proviſion i is made for the poor by Half yearly 2MM; nents, 
1 Their average number for 10 years preceding 1792, 18 73 
te and the annual ſum for their e, at an ar e en Z 


ce that period, is 241. 


he  Clarater—The inhabitants of this pariſh cannot be diſtin= 
t- guiſhed from their neighbours cither by their virtues or their 
for vices. They are, in general, ſober, contented, and hotpitable, 

he The manufacturing claſs, policfling theſe qualities, are alſo 
ing induſtrious. In the memory of no man living, nas there 
of been any belonging to it who has ſuffered capital paniſhe 
vi ment; nor is it known here that there is one inſtance on 

ve. record. The pariſh 3 is not furniſhed with the accommoda- 
the tions of an inn. There are, indeed, four houſes where ale 


tes, and Britiſh ſpirits are ſold; but it is not probable that any of | 


ule the landlords ſhall become rich in the trade. 
ers. In this pariſh there are a few Burghers and Antiburghers, 
and ſome of the Relief denomination. In former times, 


: of WW both here and elſewhere, the Antiburghers, the ſtricteſt ſect, 


Dole would not allow a church clersyman to pray in their fami- 
nil lies. If at any time this indulgence was granted nim, it was 
nil Upon condition that he ſhould 80 about the duty not as a 
0 | Fen mii Ver, 
Jed 3 fins | 

du- Dl Under theſe circumſtances of mortification and diſa; . 


ſchool where he is eſtabli ihed, his mind is occupied in contri— 
ving the moſt likely means of bettering his condition eiſcwhere. 
It were to be wiſh=d that 2 nation, ide ral and enlightened in 


miſe ery. Let a decent competence be anne xe d to the office, and 
from that moment ichoolmaſters will diſcharge their t: uit with 
bdelity to the public, and credit to themſelves. 


of 2 EE 147 
in affeuly, collects the hard earned fruits of his induſtry from 
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ment, a * ſchoolmaſter ſoon leels dilgu ſted at Bis litua- 
tion; and, inſtead of beltowing the neceiſary application to the 


other reſpects, would concur in adopting forre eFaual plan to 
reſcue a ve ery uſeſul body of men from unmerited neglact And. 
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miniſter, but as a private Chriſtian. They are now beginning 

to lay aſide this nice diſtinction here. The preſent incun. 
bent, in the courſe of his annual ſurvey, is invited even by 
| ſome of the Antiburghers to perform the uſual duties 
viſitation, A pleaſing circumſtance this in the revolution d 
religious ſentiment ! Though they differ from the church, 
and from one another, concerning ſome ſmall points, which 
appear to them of great importance, yet all denomination 
within the pariſh have learned to live together as brethren, 
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By Mr J aps ADAM; Alan. 


Soil and Climate... 


* pariſh of Kilbirny | is, in ſoil and appearance, very | . ; 
various. More than one third of it on the north-weſt 
z muir, moſs, and hill, fit only for ſheep and black cattle, 
vith plenty of hares and muir-fowl. Another third of it 
lies gently declining to the ſouthward, with ſoils of ſand, clay, T 
and earth, and not unfruitful either in graſs or corn, and 
capable of great improvement. 'The remaining part of it lies 
by along the river Garnock, and is compoſed of ſome of the 

ineſt deep moulds of earth and clay in Scotland, the moſt 
part of it yielding generally 8 or 10 bolls of oats per acre; _ 
but is thought rather wet and level for wheat, —The climate is 

dery healthful ; the air neither too moiſt nor too dry. We have 

no peculiar diſeaſes, nor any epidemical, excepting the ſmall. 
Px, which once every five or ſix years carries off a number 

of our young ones. Inoculation, though a great mean of 
preſerving both life and beauty, is not by far ſo much at- 
tended to and practiſed here as it ought to be; but I hope 
lat the people will ſoon be more and more convinced of its 
Uutary effects. The moſt common diſeaſes are colds, rheu- 
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5 and near half a mile in breadth, well ſtored with Pike, perch 


1 1 E ral kaum 


matiſms, tnflimmatbry aid nervous R with a few con 
15 Tuliptions, 8 * dom the e _ fore thru 


d pe 
KS, 
es | | | mer 
N. Herr There | is a Bae lack; about two miles in lengh e a 1 
| arge. 
trout, and eel. The late Earl of Crawfurd kept a pleaſ 
boat on it; and now there is a collier-boat erected on 
much more uſeful, for eee can "ow this to ts Beit 
| fide of the loch. 5 

Garnock i is the PE river of any conliquetice,” but not n 


vignble. It riſes from the foot of a very high hill in th 


ountr' 
and n. 
he ene 
ent in 
nd ne. 
eres w 


muir called the Miſty Law, and runs ſhallow, clear, Huld 
dimpling beautifully down the hills ſouthward, and alma oſtry 
divides the pariſh into two halves, circulating the load im 
grounds on the ſouth-eaſt ſide; and then holding on M rietor 
courſe through Dalry and Kilwinning, enlarging as it fon nt, b 
6 until near Irvine it pours a torrent into the ſea. ell 1m 
+ There are no bleachfields, nor printfields, nor cotton mil It othe 
1 yet on this river, though it is finely ſituated for them iH mand 
and, as there is plenty of fire and proviſions in this place, at | 
the manufacturing buſineſs going on briſkly in this vel Tabu. 
country, it is not to be doubted but that there will ſoon o fami 
Tome of theſe Publ works i in this . bly thy 
| tories 
Man on —The manſion-houſe of Kilbirny, an old cat le to: 
was built by the Crawfurd family near 300 years ago, ant o on 
new houſe, with large office-houſes adjoined, about 10 ules 
years ago, and long inhabited by the Crawfurd family, 1554 t 
Viſcounts of Garnock ; and again, about 36 years ago, " . 1 
paired and beautified by the late Earl of Crawfurd; but { 5 ard 
thereafter was unfortunately burnt; ſo that now it ſta 4 "RY 
quite unroofed and ruinous. It was pleaſantly ſituated, ch Ef 


r a noble Proſpect, with fine 8 large fuß 
a 


* 22 1 15 


ks, and more than 1000 acres of good land, are ſet to one 
emer. This arrangement ſeems here, as in other parts, to 
e 2 loſs to the proprietor, as well as to the community at 
irge, It turns out many induſtrious families, thins the 


he end of every leaſe, the proprietor only gets an advanced 
ent in proportion to the riſe and value of other commodities 


cres were only given to one perſon, every inch of ground 
old be improven, many ſubdiviſions would be made, in- 
luſtry would be more encouraged, and marriage, population, 


rietor would, at the end of every leaſe, get an advanced 


other commodities, much heightened by the increaſe of 
mand and population. | 


o families, or 300 people. About 50 years ago, there were 
ly three houſes there ; but the late flouriſhing filk manu- 
Aories have wonderfully increaſed the population of all the 
itle towns in this welt country; and, if the cotton works 
b on as they are now promiſing to do, the number of 
jules and inhabitants in every village will ſtill increaſe. In 
1 the numbers were 65 1; and now there are nearly 

d. Though the town has oreatly increaſed, yet the coun- 
[7 part of the pariſh has rather decreaſed, owing to the fore- 
aid ruinous policy of ſetting large farms to one perſon, 


9 and 20 years of age, 140; between 20 and 50, 215; be- 
8 tween 


4 policies all of which are going to ruin. The place, the 
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untry, prevents marriages and population, and makes the 
nd no better than it was an hundred years ago. Hence, at 


od neceſſaries of life; whereas, if ſmall farms of 60 or 80 


id improvement, would go rapidly on; and then the pro- 


nt, both i in proportion to the growing value of his lands, . 
ell improven, and alſo in proportion to the rife and value 


P;pulation.—The town or village of Kilbirny contains about 


here are, below 10 years of age, nearly 180; and between 
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tween 50 * 70, 140; and n 70 and 100, 25. Thi 
proportion between males and females is nearly, as uſual, 1 
to 12. The births, one year with ee, are 221 ir 
rages. 113 and burials, 2 


| Paph—The ple are thin. quiet, active, and indult 
| ous, and generally wealthy. There are few poor, and none 
| that go a-begging. The poor's funds are good, and more 


than ſufficient for the pariſh poor. The preſent miniſter 


Mr Malcolm Brown, was ſettled here in the 1734, and 
now a man above go years of age, with judgment and me. 


mory ſound and good, but ſight and hearing greatly on the 


decline. He can walk ſtraight and ſteady, ride a mile once or 
twice a week, marry and baptize all that offer, and preache 


once or twice a year. The ſtipend is 8 chalders. He has 
deen married theſe 50 years; z and his wife, near 80, is ſtill 
ſtrong, adlive, lively, and ſenſible woman. They are both 


much eſteemed and relpeQed by all that know them. 
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Nane, Soil, and Climate, 


IE antient and modern name of this pariſh! is the 
fame, and is ſaid to ſignify, in the Gaelic, “Here i is 
\ plain,” which accords very well with the fituation of the 
village that is built on a rivulet called Pow Sail, at the head 
of a haugh of about 300 acres of incloſed land, divided into 
ſixteen parks, in graſs, rented about 20 8. per acre z 30 years 
390, unincloſed, they ſet at 7 s. per acre. The pariſh is 12 
miles long, and, at an average, about 3 broad. 0 The face of 
the country is beautifully varied with hill and rock, rivulets 
and ſmall plains, lying on the Tweed. The foil is light, but 
fertile, The air is healthy. The moſt frequent diſeaſes are, 


1M low fevers, conſumptions, and rheumatiſms. Wh here are no 
iſh but trout and | falmon. 
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8 oY of births, from 1944 0 e, on 
——of burials for that 3 PTS I 
| Difference, - 1 160 


This, and lad of FR neighbouring paridhes, © are ; rank des 
creaſed in number. A third of the inhabitants live in the 
village, the reſt in farm and cot-houſes. We have only 6 
farmers, 7 weavers, 4 taylors and apprentices, 2 maſons, 1 
ſmiths, and 6 day-labourers ; the reſt are ſhepherds, cop. 
herds, and ploughmen. There are only one Seceder, and 
one Epiſcopalian. The people are induſtrious. Only fou 
old perſons, and a dumb man, receive charity, | 


e There: is little | natural wood here, only at 
Polmood, a ſmall one which formerly has been pretty large; 
> but has been deſtroyed by bad management, and particular 


= by ſheep. The foil is very fit for trees of every kind, and 


the late Sir James Naſmyth planted A: great deal of fruit 
trees, as well as fir, which have thriven very well. There b 
no wheat. The grain is barley, peaſe, a d oats. The far 
mers alſo ſow turnip, and plant a conſiderable quantity of 


potatoes, of which the people are fond, and think that a fs 


tue ought to be erected to the memory of Sir Walter Re 
leigh, who firſt brought them to Britain. Few graſs leed; 
are ſown on account of the ſheep, which are great enemies 
to them, —Servants wages are high. A man, 61. per annum; 
a maid ſervant, 21. for the ſummer half year, and about 
25 s. for the winter. The wages they receive enable familie 
generally to live in a very different manner indeed from tis 
poor in England, as they buy no articles of luxury. — Fron. 
ſions are double the price they were 40 years ago, which 


bears hard upon fchoolmaſters, and others, whole ſalaris 


| have not been augmented, A lamp coſts $5. or 65.37 
ſheef, 


of Drummer. N 155 


ſheep, x fat, 11 8. or 12 8.3 a fowl, 1 8. ; . 4 per 
jib. ; cheeſe, 6 s. per ſtone. The ploughs uſed are of the 
Scotch kind. — Fe Engliſh, except by gentlemen or im- 

provers, the land being full of ſtones.—The celebrated 
Merlin is buried here; z but no other * of ok dif- 2 
fodtion, 
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PARISH. oF BROVGHTOX, 


, 0 County of Tweedale Pt; of buen. 
| 2 Lothian and Tweedale 9. 


Aa a tun ive, 


. . fare of * 2 * 
K eſtate of Broughton has been, for' 2 great 1 of 2 
5 years, in the poſſeſſion of the Murrays of Stenhope, ONE 
who reſided i in the pariſh, and was ſold by the late Sir John lak 
Murray commonly called Secretary Murray (having acted in 3 
that capacity to the Pretender), to James Dickſon of Edrun, WW The 
member of Parliament for this diſtrict of burrows in the year i; buſt 
1762, and above eight years afterwards, it was fold by his Bi, weay 
| heirs to the preſent Lord Juſtice Clerk, now proprietor of Ir, 2 
the whole pariſh. The manſion-houſe on this eſtate ws Wl Tue 
burnt about 18 years ago, and is not yet rebuilt. The village ſablic 
of Broughton was rebuilt by the late James Dickſon, Eq bot oa 
after the Engliſh faſhion, and remarked by pallengers for is Nvere 8 
neatneſs. | pariſh, 
'The form of this pariſh is two ridges of hills, with a val i 
ley between them, and the village of Broughton at the lowe! Prog 
end of the valley, 4 miles in length and 3 in breadth. the par 
DS 2 | . a thriv] 
Soil and Air.—The ſoil is generally of a deep wet clay and wards « 


| produces good crops in dry ſeaſons, — The air is 13 
| calth), 


E Broughton.” „„ 7 
ae and n no  diſtempers: are 6 prevalent here, but fuch a5 are : 


every vue common. - 


od 
which contain 36 people, and 61 children, 


mount of the preſent population, 
The annual average of births, 5 


— — of marriages, I i 5 


Souls under Io years of age, e 5 | I 1 : 
of WW from 10 to TW I 
Pe, — from 20 to go, — C 


ul ,, 31 


cat in huſbandry 28 male ſervants, and 23 females.— There are 


ler, 2 ſhoemakers, and 3 ſhopkeepers. 


ſbliſament ; at the ordination of the incumbent, there was 


r its 
| pariſh, 

val - | 

wer 


Ide pariſh ; but ſeveral plantations of fir and hard timber, in 


and 


=- 


an 


thy, 


ads of 2000 ſheep, and 80 horſes, young and old. —There 


* antient ſtate of polite in this oli * 
was 400 ſouls. In 1755, it was 367. The preſent ſtate of 
population is 264. There are 142 males, and 122 females. 

In the village of Broughton there are 20 dwelling — 5 


= — 
e nb ao — * 
e 8 N D * 


BS. — EE od. — ER — 
C9 OG oe 7 © 


— * — — — — 
l. _—_ 2 - 
R EIB 3 — 12 2 


In the country part of the pariſh 16) reſide, ch; wk | 
the 97 that live in the village, make up 264 an the a- 


of dee. = 5 
Y 


—— from 70 to 100, 270 7 e 5 
There are twelve farmers in the pariſh, and they employ 


— — 
— er 


| weavers in the pariſh, 4 wrights, 1 taylor, I {mith, I mil- 
The people in this pariſh are well affe ded to the A 
not one ſeceder in the whole pariſh 3 there are now 8 who | 

rere Seceders from the Church before they came into wars 
Productions, —There is no natural wood, nor fruit trees in 
$ thriving condition. There are 200 black cattle, and up- 
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Are 400 acres in tillage, | 309 in corn, 60 in bear, 30 in pen from 
and 10 in potatoes. — The pariſh ſupplies itſeif with proꝶ be 2 g 
ſions, and exports corn, cattle, and wool, to a confideraj}: good r 

_ extent, —There is no hemp, and very little flax raiſed in the child- 

85 pariſh, being found, from experience, not to agree with : relic 
ſoil and climate. — The ſoil anſwers ſown. graſs extremen eſtablit 
well, and there are about 30 acres, at an average, laid dom fituatic 

7 with grak ſeeds every year, which produce very len nage. 


crops. All the other Iands are in paſture. | The 

| They i in general ſow their corn and peaſe in the month Hof wri; 

March, and reap in Sepiember; their bear in Aprlh # aud vithou 

25 in Auguſt. e 61, of 

. e e plough 

Mt elm Obfervatine — This pariſh labours under 5 ear 

= great diſadvantage i in regard to feuel, having none but coal 

and that at the diſtance of 16 miles; lime is at the diſtance Auc 

of 4 2 miles. — Another diſadvantage this pariſh labours u. mme 

der, is the want of reſiding heritors, which is a great loſt af gre: 

the poor, eſpecially in theſe pariſhes where there are no poor door o 

rates, as in this caſe, the poor are ſupported by the poor. heads, 

Ihe language ſpoken here is Engliſh, with the Scotch x of the 

| cent; 5 but from what language the names of Places 1 in le long ti 

7 pariſh are derived, is impoſſible to ſay. ve 05 ral no 

The land rent of the pariſh is about 7001. a year. —Tht b ſaid 

5 cot- -houſes, 1 in 1 the pariſh, at an average FL Ls | lay. 

. | ployed 

| Church 3 Por. —The wala of the living varies ſom beth's 

what, in proportion to the price of meal, the ſtipend being king 

35 J. in money, and 3 chalders of oat meal, at an aver" gre 
801. including the glebe. Patron, Duke of Queenſbert)j. 

The number of the poor receiving alms, at an average, * Rea 

83 and there being no poor rates in the pariſh, the) ® uy 

roads: 


ſupported by the Sunday 8 callections, and the benefits ws. 
Ol 


J Broughton, : „ 


rom the mort - cloth and proclamation of banns. It would 
be a good fund towards the maintenance of the poor, and a 
good mean for the preventing of the crimes of unchaſtity and 
child murder, if the ſtool of repentance, which is, no doubt, 
z relic of Popery, was legally aboliſhed, and a fine in money 
eſtabliſhed in its place, in proportion to circumſtances and 
ftuations, wherever the ſcandal. was not removed by mar- 
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nage. 1 | | | 
The wages of a day-labourer | in r 1s. ger day 3 
of wrights, 1s. 2 d.; of taylors, 18.; and of maſons, 18. 8 d. 
vithout victuals.— The common wages of male ſervants, 


3 

8 
"_ by 

3 


61, of female, 31. per year, with victuals.— There are 14 
ploughs in we 1 of the Scately- kind, and 3 of 
* carts. 5 


e e- Ther are the remains of ten caſtles, _ 
tommonly called towers, which appear to have been houſes 
of great ſtrength. In the under ſtorey they had a wooden 

door of uncommon thickneſs, full of iron- ſpikes with broad 
heads, and a ſtrong iron-gate that opened in the infide, One 

of theſe doors and gates was preſerved in the pariſh for a 
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lng time as a piece of antiquity, and has been ſeen by ſeve- 
ral now living. In one of theſe caſtles the great Macbeth 

i faid to have lived; and it is called Macbeth's Caſtle to this 
day, Mr James Dickſon, late proprietor of this pariſh, em- 
ployed workmen to dig up the foundation of part of Mac- 
deth's Caſtle, in ſearch of treaſure and antiquities z but no- 
thing was tound but ſome pieces of old mdr, and coins 9E 
no great conſequence. 


Reade —The public road which runs through the pariſh, 
and leads to Moffat, is kept in good repair; but the bye- 
ads are very bad, and many of them paſſable, no ſtatute 

labour 


2⁰ 5 | Statjfical Account 


. 3 83 ing been performed, nor commutation money up 
| lifted, for the laſt ten years.—There is only one bridge in the 
pariſh over Biggar water, about a quarter of a mile from the 
village; and, being upon the public road, and of great advn. 
tage to travellers, the water in the winter * * off 
e is 8 in EY * l e {Cot 


| School. e is als 6 one ſchool | in the ; porlth; clay * 
16s, 8 d. which, with ſchool wages and other perquiſite, 
may amount to the ſmall living of 111. or 121. yearly; an, 
for that ſum, from 20 to 3o ſcholars are n inſtrofh 
in the different branches of education. . 
There is one inn . two a. in the village. 5 


60 eee e are no new bestes built in the pariſh of 
late, nor cottages, but a great many cottages pulled dom, 
the farmers finding more loſs than profit ariſing from the 
keeping up of cot-houſes: The throwing down of cottage Th 
muſt be one principal reaſon of the decreaſe of popul- WW tano 
tion in country pariſhes, and of the increaſe of population place 
in towns and villages, and a principal reaſon of the, ſcarciſ 

of ſervants, and the increaſe of their wages; the poor people 
being baniſhed from the country, take up their reſidence u 
towns, and breed their children to manufactures, who would 
- otherwiſe have all been bred to the plough; and, if man. 
factures continue to flouriſh, and this growing evil, of throw: 
ing down cottages, and baniſhing the poor from the countr 
parts of parithes, is not ſpeedily corrected, it is more tht 


probable that ſervants for carrying on the purpoſes of at. A 
culture will not be obtained. | healt 
There is one fair in the year in the village, held upon th matiſ 

41h of Odtober, originally for black cattle, but now chiefly ur, 

dior che hiring of ſervants, and the ſtoremaſters ſelling their flann 
ebeeſe. 
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NUMBER N 


PARISH or CONTIN. 


Con s Roſe—Propyer of Dingwall il yrod 9 '- 


Boſe.) 


By the Reverend M Loews Macxenzig. 


| Name, Appearance, and 90. 


NON-TUIN, the mecting of waves, or Coumdaurikin,. ; 
ſignifying the l of two W whence the land 5 


of Contin derives its name. 


The appearance of the country is generally hilly and moun- 
tanous, the hills in the lower part of the pariſh, near the 


place of Contin, being moſtly covered with natural wood. 
There is alſo a great flat of corn lands, belonging to Colonel 


Mackenzie of Coul, through which the river Raſay runs, all 
in fight of the manſion-houſe of Coul, which lies about 200 
yards to the north-eaſt of Contin. There is alſo a great deal 
| of corn lands in the ſeveral glens and valleys in the pariſh, 


The corn lands, upon the whole, yield pretty good. crops, 
8 the foil be but _ and ſhallow... 


? 


Air ad D Safes —The : air is - moiſt, hut. not un- 


healthy, The diſeaſes are, ſmall-pox, meaſles, and rheu- 
matiſms; the latter, no doubt, owing to the moiſture of the 
ur, and to the natives giving up the uſe of plaiding or coarſe 
flannel next their Akin, in place of which they now Wear 

ETV Linen, 
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Statiſtical Account 


linen. They are ſometimes diſtreſſed with fluxes, Occaſions 
by their feeding moſtly on potatoes. They are moſt ſubjet 
to them in the latter end of ſpring, and beginning of ſun, 
mer, when the potatoes have a tendency to grow, and when 
the people have neither milk, meal, nor onions to eat with 
them. his year, and the laſt, there was a putrid ſeve, 
| which made prodigious havoc in a place called Strathbran, 
where it carried off more than two thirds of the inhabitants 
5 and ſtill continues to rage with violence there, It is found 


to be very infectious; and its having done ſo much damage 


in that place is attributed to the unwholeſomeneſs of the air 


which has been worſe this year than ever, owing to the ei. 


tenſive flat in that ſtrath being repeatedly overflowed in the 
ſummer and harveſt months, and the ſtagnated putrid water 
5 ſending forth e ene e * * i 


e There are many he and rivers, all of which 
abound with fiſh of one kind or other, though none draws 


price but ſalmon, being at a great diſtance from any marke 


town, and of no ſuch conſideration as to encourage an a0. 
venturer to try what could be made of them. The moſt re 


markable lakes are Loch- Achilty, where the char and filver 


trout are ſometimes found. One thing remarkable to be ob. 
ſerved of this lake is, that there is no viſible running water 


 iTuing from it except at the time of high ſpeats, although: 
great quantity falls into it daily. It certainly diſcharges i. 
| ſelf by ſubterraneous paſſages into the river Raſay, to the 
weſt of which it lies about three quarters of a mile. It is 
mile long; in ſome places very deep. The water is beauti 


fully clear: It has an artificial iſland, a place made for {afcty, 


| where the ruins of a houſe and garden are ſtill to be ſeen, 


The acceſs is by a draw-bridge. The laſt poſſeſſor's name 


Lea Mau the then proprietor of the lands of Achilty and 
Jar vie. 
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three years ago for 3601. Betwixt Loch-Lichart and Loch- 


ratet I and another in Staffa, che latter of which | is o a IP diffe- | 
gha rent nature. | | 
s It 


dnimale, &c,—The pariſh principally abounds in black 


t 154 cattle, horſes, ſheep, goats, deer, roe, foxes, wild cats, pole- 
-2utl: cats, badgers, and otters, — Common fowls of various kinds; 
lech turkeys, geeſe, wild and tame, ducks of different ſpecies, 
ſeen, 


 liſher, muir-fowl, heath-fowl, plovers, ſnipes, hawks of vari- 


WY The vent is „tel tien in a line to the weſt, four 1 
miles long, where there is plenty of trout, ſome weighing 
four and five pounds. The loch is lined on both ſides with 

a ridge of high hills, covered with oak and birch wood, with 
ſome firs, interſperſed here and there with green ſpots for 
ſhealing, and at both ends, on each fide, pretty extenſive 
fats of corn land. The oak wood on this loch-fide ſold 
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Bran, on the ſame water, are ſeveral inconſiderable lakes, all 
abounding with black and white trout 3 and Loch-Bran a- 
bounds with large pike. Several miles to the weſt of that is 
ei: Loch-Chroſk, abounding with trout, To the north-weſt of 5 
the Loch-Lichart, four miles diſtance, lies Loch-Fannich, abound- 
ters BW ing with fiſh, is fix Scotch miles in length; from it iſſues a 
- ſmall river, called Grudie, which diſcharges itſelf into the | 
Cannon, about one mile above Loch-Lichart.— All the ſtraths 
hick I are liable to inundations. The moſt remarkable ones hap- 
vs 2 pened in March 1789; and this very year, (1791) the great- 
rket Wi elt part of the corn lands were twice overflowed this harveſt 
ad. in the courſe of 20 days, by which the crop was much da- 
maged,—There is a very remarkable echo on the farm of 
Kicellan; it will echo a whole ſentence perfectly diſtinct. 
lt is believed to be unequalled, unleſs by an echo in Wales, 
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ſwans, maws, gulls, curlieus, cranes, herons, ſcarfs, king's- 


" kinds, the black and grey eagles, ravens, rocks, crows, 


owls, 
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- owls, And on the higheſt hills, tarmagans, pling birds | 


luapwings appear in ſpring, wood-cocks in the latter end df 
harveſt, cuckoos in April; May, ſwallows of various kinds, 
"wm three Einds of OY Ord IC . 


whit Dr Webſter's 0 iſt in 1 755, the — 
are ſtated at 19493 at preſent, there are 2000 above the 
age of ſeven years.—There is in the pariſh one woman aged 


101 now living, and has the uſe of all her faculties, There 


zs alſo an out- penſioner of Chelſea Hoſpital upwards of 90 
= years old, who has drawn the penſion for 45 years.—There 
are a ſufficiency of ſquare-wrights, ſmiths, weavers, taylor 
and ſhoemakers, for carrying on the work of the pariſn.— 
TY Two ferry-men, one over the Raſay at Contin, and another 
over the Connon, three miles to the weſt of Contin, at! 
Place called Little Scatwell.— All the people are of the eſtz- 
bliſhed Church except 50 or 60 Epiſcopalians,—The popu 
. lation is on the increaſe, but it is feared will ſoon decreaſe, 
as the gentlemen are encouraging ſhepherds to come and 
ſettle on their properties, which muſt neceffarily remove the 


_ preſent inhabitants, and force them to go in queſt of bread 


to other countries, as there are no > manufactures eftabliſhes 
| here ro 7 employ them. | 


ee e rand) potatoes, and various kinds 
of garden ſtuffs.—Fir trees, planted and natural, oak, birch, 
elm, alder, ſauchs of different kinds, mapple, mountain alh, 
plains, beech, ſeveral remarkable large ones at the place of 
Coul, and fruit trees of various kinds.—There is a ſufficiency 


of corn grown for ſupporting the inhabitants ; but, owing to 


tbe number of diſtillers of whiſky, of which there are no les 
than three diſtilleries in this pariſh, there are imported au- 
ar about 300 bolis of barley from the neighbouring pi 

; riſhes, 
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no from 200 to 300 ſtones the acre, Colonel Mackenzie 


March, and whole of April. Barley is ſown by the begin- 
ning of May, and finiſhed by the 12th of June; notwith- 


vorking of the marl; and the tenants have full liberty to take 


but difficult to work. There was this year diſcovered, on 


thing 


ies, principally from Eaſter Roſs. About 56 acres' are in 
en graſs on the Mains of Coul, and a few acres on another 
m. The farmers have ſeldom ſowed any, (except a few 
ounds in their gardens); nor can they be prevailed upon to 
lo it, though they have got long leaſes from Colonel Mac- 5 
enzie of Coul, (19 years) to encourage them to raife-grafs ; 
ad the ſoil is found to be admirably calculated for it, yield 15 


as not impoſed one ſhilling of additional rent upon his 
rhole property in this pariſn.— They begin to ſow oats and 
je in February; but, in moſt places, in the latter end of 


ſanding of which, the harveſt is much earlier than in any of 
the neighbouring pariſhes, and was fafely ingathered even 
this very year by the end of October, — There is great plenty 
f ſhelly marl now difcovered in the Loch of Kinellan, upon 
ge eſtate of Coul; and the proprietor, at his own expence, 
has ſo far drained the Loch, as to have eaſy acceſs to the 


from it whatever quantity they pleaſe for the ule of their 
lands,” The Lake is alſo ſurrounded with ftone-marl, which 
las been found by the farmers there to meliorate the ground x. 
rery much. This Lake lies five miles to the weſt of Ding- 
will. There is lime-ſtone alſo found on the Coul property, 


the property of Mr Mackenzie of Strathgarvie, (a minor), a 
ich lime-ſtone quarry, which could be eaſily wrought, and 
o great advantage, there being plenty of peats and wood 
doſs by the quarry. The proprietor of the quarry has cloſe 
by it betwixt 300 and 400 acres of arable ground admirably 
akulated for lime, on which property there are no leſs, at 
Pelcat, than 50 or 60 families, without any induſtry, or any 
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thing to ſupport them, but what corn they « are able to ni 

from theſe fields, which ſets now at about 7 s. 6 d. the acm 

The quarry lies eloſs . — about 12 * to the 
weſt of Dingwal. BN | 
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| Miſcelloneous Obſervations — The Gaelic and Engliſh lan 

|  guages are both ſpoken in the pariſh, but Gaelic chiefly, Al 
names of villages and places are derived from the Gaelic, 

I) he rental of the pariſh is between 1300] l. and $400 .—The 
: falmon * lets a at about 201. 

| There 
verall. 
ceſlari 


5 ee and Pier —The miniſter's ſtipend is io merky 
and one chalder of victual, and the glebe would ſet at )! 
Sterling. The King is patron.— The number of heritors s 
0: none of whom refide in it.— There are only 10 poor pet 
ple who receive charity. The moſt indigent of them get! 
weekly ſupply from the ſeſſion. The annual amount of the 
contributions for the relief of the poor, in the pariſh church, 
ſeldom exceeds 40 s.; there is a ſmall legacy left to the poor 

of the pariſh by a Mrs St Clair, who died at Jamaica, a native 
of this pariſh, daughter to Mr Aneas Morriſon miniſter of 
Contin, and which, owing to miſmanagement, only amount 
8 ed to N —— ihe * them 100 l. 
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e 5. ei ſell 3 ; beef and mutton, 
from 2d. to 3 d. a pound; veal and lamb, from 3 d. to 40. 
pork, 21 d.; hens, never above 4 d. each; butter, 6 d. tht 
pound; cheeſe, 23; barley, 15s. and 16s. the boll; oaty 
the ſame, having one filth more in the meaſure.— Common 
day labourers receive 6 d. per day; carpenters and maſons, 
from 1 8. to 18. 6d. A common labourer having 6 bolls of 
meal, 3 J. Sterling of wages for the year, with one fourth af 


Potatoe ground, is able to ſupport himſelf, a wife, and tuo 
children, 
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11dren, Men ſervants commonly get from 3 l. to 41, wa- 
ges in the year; and women ſervants, from 308. to 21. — 
he feuel conſiſts of peat, wood, heath, my and Wn - 
Feats ſel at 6d. the ſmall cart. 5 | 


S = 


the 


* 
Fi 
1 
8 
+ 
N 
4 
\ 
$4 
Fe 
ql 
47 
[| 
! | 
, 
F? 
= 
"I 
4 


— 


ln. i Charafter of the Paul. The people, i in \ general, are . 
Azad very oeconomical; but averſe to induſtry, never work. 
clic. Miſſing but from neceſſity, The riſing generation are rather fond 
Tot pay clothing, the manufacture of other countries, which 
exhauſts all their ſubſtance, and keeps them conſtantly poor, 
There is no manufaCture in the pariſh. The people are ge- 
erke nerally very contented with their ſituation, and have the ne- 
71 ceſſaries of life in abundance. They are perfectly honeſt, 
nd religiouſly inclined. Their condition might be eaſily 
made better, were there any manufactures eſtabliſhed amongſt 
mem; a linen or woollen one would anſwer extremely well. 
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The women would be made induſtrious by this means. | 
There is plenty of fine ſoft water in this place, for wathing, 
bleaching, and whitening linen cloth; and there are plains 
of any extent required for forming a bleachfield, into which 
water might be brought at a trifling expence; beſides, ſuch 
ls the quality of the water, that one nn of the e of 
ſoap, &c. would be ſaved. _ 

The beſt arable land in this pariſh ſets at 145. by” d. the a- 
re, and the loweſt at 2s, 6 d —The farms in this pariſh are 
from 1001. to 2 I.; for the moſt part they are from 151. to 
1 There is not an incloſure in the pariſh, but thoſe on 
the Mains of Coul. The people are averſe to incloſures, as 
they wiſh to have all kinds of paſture in common. The ſi- 
uation of the pariſh, in 1782 and 1783, was truly deplor- 
ple, and no doubt many of the poorer ſort muſt have died 
rom want, were it not for the timely ſupply of corn ſent by | 
dernment to this country. One remarkable circumſtance 
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8 to be obſerved v was, that Aube theſe years produced lite 


P grals, which yielded immenſe quantities of milk, the pri, 

2 cipal ſupport of the inhabitants; and the kind providence 
God was very remarkably ſeen towards the poorer fort, l 
cauſing the ſheep and goats, the only cattle they had, to id 

N greater quantities, and more fruitful milk, than they we 

| ever known to do before, or ever ſince. Another favourabl 
circumſtance for the inhabitants was, that there was a orea 
demand for cattle, (the ſtaple commodity of the pariſh), and 
that they ſold at ** * — 
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or no corn, they were particularly favourable for the grow 
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PARISH OF IRVINE. 
gow and * 


_ By the Reverend Mr 3 Richuoxb. 


" New and Situation, 5 


lerne, , or, according to its ancient orthography, Irwine, 


which antiently comprehended not only the county now 


Ciftle of Irvine was accounted to be in Galloway. There is 
ralon to ſuppoſe, that a people of Saxon original encroach- 


aid to be Daniſh, and ſigniſics the King's Houte, or the Re- 


dee Sir David Dalrymple's Annals, vol. I. p. 106. 
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Cant of Arr. —Proiyer of Ireine—Snd of Cloſe 
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and Earwine, i is a ſeaport town fituated near the mouth . 
of the river of Irvine, in the Bailleary of Cuningham, and 
ſhire of Ayr. It was originally in the province of Galloway, f 
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but alſo the greateſt part, if not the whole, of Ayrſhire. 
ren at ſo late a period as the reign of Robert Bruce, the 


d by degrees on the ancient Galioway. The names of. 
places in Cuningham are generaliy Saxon; the name of the 
dliſtrict ittelf is Saxon, though, according to Buchanan, it is 
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dence of the King“. The town of Irvine ſtands on a riſ- 
Ing ground, of a ſandy ſoil, to the north of the river, and 
übout half a mile diſtant from the harbour, which lies nearly 
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broad ſtreet running through it, from the ſouth-eaſt, bend. 
Hh ing a little to the ſouth about the middle, and terminating 
in the north-weſt, On the ſouth. fide. of the river, but con 
nected with the town by a ſtone bridge, there is a row gf 


ing to Ayr, which interſects this ſtreet, nigh to the bride, 


| pears, that the burgefles of Irvine were in poſſeſſion of tht 
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to the woch wen of it. It is ary and well aired, has one 


| houſes on each ſide of the road leading to the harbour, theſe 
are moſtly of one ſtorey, with finiſhed garrets, and occupied 
_ chiefly by ſeafaring people. On part of the great road lead. 


are the ſame kind of buildings. The moſt of theſe build. 
ings have been erected within theſe 40 or 50 88 and ar 
: increaſing every year. 
They are not within the SO and few no part of th 
ancient burgh, being ſituated in the pariſh of Dundonald 

and annexed to Irvine, guoad facra, only. Part of thek 
lands, however, belong to the town, as alſo the quay, 01 
which there are ſeveral ſtore-houſes, coal- yards, and an inn 
or public houſe, which, by a ſingular feu, has the excluſte 
privilege of ſelling ale and ſpirits there. It appears, fron 
the records of the burgh, that Alexander II. granted a char- 
ter to the burgeſſes of Irvine, confirming ſome other royu 
: grants, but from whom thele were obtained, is now uncer- 
tain. No mention is here made of their other charters 
which are many. From one granted by Robert II. it ap 


whole barony of Cuningham and Largs. The magiſtrates 
of Irvine do not now e ſo extenſive a Juriſdiftion 


1 Soil, and Rent if the Part 52 —The iſ of [rvine 
; at its greateſt length, is about 5 miles, extending from the 
| ſea on the ſouth-weſt, to the pariſh of Stewarton on the 
north-eaſt, At its greateſt breadth. it is about 2 miles, a 


is bounded by the 1 river Annock, Which ſeparates it from 1 
Peril 
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i Irvine; 171 


fai. of Deeghorn on the ſouth-eaſt and MY; by che pari i . 


I Riwliolkg on the north and north-eaſt ; by the river 


Garnock on the north-weſt, and by the river of Irvine, 
which ſeparates it from the pariſh of Dundonald, on the 
ſouth. To the north-weſt of the town, there is a common- 
ty belonging to it, of above 300 acres, of a ſandy ſoil, and 
partly covered with whin and ſhort broom. If laid off in 
proper incloſures, and rented to the inhabitants, it might be : 
worth 20's. or 30 8. Per acre in a few years. Adjoining to 
this, and immediat ely at the back of the town, there was 


formerly a large loch, which, about the beginning of this 


century, was drained by the Rev. Mr Warner, and is now 
arable, To the north-eaſt, the town have a conſiderable 
tract of land, yielding a revenue of about 500 l. per annum. 
The lower part of the pariſh is flat and ſandy. To the north- 
eaſt of the town, it conſiſts of a light loam; in ſome parts 
the ſoil is mixed with gravel ; all of it prod ices heavy crops | 
of all different kinds of corn and graſs. 
tremity of the pariſh, the fituation is more elevated and the | 
foil of a ſtiffiſh clay. 
There is only one gentleman's ſeat in the pariſh, Bour- 
treehill. It is well laid out, and highly improved, by the 
Hon. Mr Hamilton, who reſides upon it, Nigh to this ſeat, 


there is an old caſtle of a ſquare forin, belonging to the Earl 8 


of Eglintoune, whole ſeat | is alio about a mile from Irvine to 
the north, and the town lands on that quarter are all along 
bounded by his Lordſhip's policy. This caſtle is ſaid to be 
the remains of an ancient nunnery, where there was a chapel, 
church- yard, and a ſmall village. The face of the country 
b greatly beautiſied by circular plantations on mot of the 
tminences. The farms are large, the farm houjes are "oy 
wv, very neat and convenient; 


Rivers, 


Towards the ex- _ 


5 Loudonhill, in the pariſh of Loudon, in times of Hoody 
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hood! 
dome 
and m 


- barns 1 are no riyers which run threwgh: the Pas 
riſk. The river of Irvine, which takes its riſe to the eaſt of 


carries great quantities of ſand along with it, chiefly after i 
_ paſſes Irvine, which being thrown out at the Bar, is gradual. 
ly removing it to a greater diſtance from the harbour. The 


ly rety 
roung 


Civide. 


: depth « of water, from the Quay to the Bar, is generally from The 
9 to 11 feet at ſpring tides. In high ſtorms, with the wind NIlous, 
from the ſouth © or ſouth- weſt it is nere 16 feer, lors, 
5 JJV VV __ Weioth 
| e 1 3 ding s a from he town are, 1/, lauft 
The Kumarnock road to the ſouth- eaſt. 2d, The Ayr road Maſte. 
to the ſouth. 34, The Greenock road by Kilwinning to gaker 
the north-weſt ; and, 4th, lhe Glaſgow road by Stewarton Cloth 
| to. the north-eaſt. They are all kept m tolerable repair by Chan- 
the liatute labour, which is converted into money, and paid Puy fe 
to the truſtees. Three ibiilings Sterung are paid by every urge 
houſeholder in the town for that purpoſe, which, in many Write 
inftanccs, 1s a very hard and oppreſſive tax, eſpecially in ſea. Mader 
port towas, WHere there are 10 many ſailors widows, left with Drug: 
numerous tainilics, and often in poor circumſtances. This Bot 
an evil which calls for redrets.  Betides the ſtatute mote M count 
there are tolls nigh to the town, on the Stewartoun, Nina Ricca 
nock, and Ayr roads. Ry pes,” 

A fly goes re; gularly from this to Glaſgow, 5 Kilwinnig fall, 

| Dairy, Death, and Paifley, three times every week. A ſtage mall 


coach runs ron! this to Greenock twice in the mw, 20 tem 


continues to be well empioed. 
f: revive 
Th 
and 
mull 


town 


Manufafures. — Manufactures, as oat. are not carried ol 
her e 19 ally extent. The young men, in general, are {ailors, 
or go abroad to the Welt Indies and America as ſtorekeef- 
ers and plauters. Mau from this place and the neighbour 


hood ncly 


Lone. N | : 75 


2 od have gone to the Eaſt Indies, 404. are Nil going ont; | g 
come in the mercantile line, others in the phyſical, ſeafaring, 
ds, and military, and ſome in each of theſe profeſſions, have late- 
r it WW!) returned from thence with large fortunes. . Many of our 


al. 
The 


Tom 


Clyde. 


of other employments: 23 
„ ſters— — 14 
roal later Butchers e 
Bakers 5 
Cloth merchants” 13 
lers 
Pliyfician „„ 


Copperſmiths _ 6 


Barbers”: fn ts: 


| Carriers to Kilmarnock : 
. 11 —on——n Paiſley 1 
dadlers i *Y ; «* | 


Druggitts  » _ = - 


— to Greenock 


tts, a tanwork, a ropework, and a bleachfield. One whiſky 
füll, which. conſumes about 950 bolls of malt yearly, One 


„ and nemſelves, Many private families brew their own beer; 
FE and, of late, the practice of brewing des ale has been much 
| revived, 5 5 

ed on There are a great many grocers and ſmall huckſter ſhops, | 
alors Wand four or five hardware ſhops. Weavers of filk gauze, 
ekee) WW iuilins, &c. and ſome other tradeſmen employed in the 

2 town and ſuburbs, are not entered with the corporations, nor 

Hob. 


creaſing. 


roung men are e alſo employed a as enn * failors from 
The number of the incorporated trader are „l as fol- 1 
ind ſlows, viz. weavers, 116; ſhoemakers, 56; ſmiths, 24 ; tay⸗- 
lors, 27 3 coopers, 7 3 maſons and wrights, 80.— There are 
Ln!!! m 
e e 
Coal hewers e 
„C000 60 


2 
een 
2 2 


Beſides theſe, there are a great many carts belonging to the 5 
country employed in carrying blind coals from Kilmarnock, 
Niecartoun, and Fairley. There are three maſter ſhip-build- 


inal brewery, moſt of the ale being brewed by retailers 


cluded in the above liſt. Their numbers are daily in- 
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I There are 49 veſſels belonging to Saltcoats and Largs, whia 
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na About three years ago, a company of drank lown 
turers in 'Giaſgow ſet on foot a tambour- work here, at 
e. now about 70 girls Oe: who earn ous 0 ty 
s. per week, 
: 5 year a Winning Jenny was erecled, which employ 
yy about 80 hands, whoſe wages are from 18. to gs. per wetk 
And two others are erected lince i in the ſuburbs, which os 
Ns Sas to about 50 each. ILY: | 


In ec 
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gauzes 


e exports and imports of this lus 1 
5 rapidly increaſed of late. Coals have always been the chi 
article of our export. Formerly they were carried in {mul 
| tbrigs and ſloops to the different ports of Ireland: Their fi 
z now greatly enlarged, and their numbers are increaſed, I 
an accurate liſt made up in the Cuſtomhouſe on the Joth 
September 1790, it appears, that the number belbnging u 
Irvine was 5 1 veſſels, the tonnage of which amounted t 
3682 tons. They are of various ſizes. The largeſt is 16 
tons, the ſmalleſt 33 tons, excepting one of 17, and one d 
10 tons, which are packets employed between this aul 
Greenock. It appears from the ſame liſt, that theſe veſts 
are navigated by 305 failors, all belonging to this place 


jount) 
t has 
he cl 
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reat 
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tore 1 


are branches of this port, the tonnage of which amounts 
4166. Many of theſe veſſels, as well as veſſels from the di 


5 1 | rom 
feerent ports of Ireland, and other places, come here for col . 
Above 24,000 tons of coals are exported from this yet! 0 


The exportation of coals from this took place, in a ſmall &: 
gree, towards the end of the laſt century: They were cat bud 
ried coaſtways in birlings or ſmall boats. When theſe art 


e de mn | 
ved, they blew a large horn, which was fixed to a poſt at ib: 
quay by an iron chain; and, upon this ſignal, the count! We 


Peop le loaded their coal poneys or ſmall horſes, and carried 
| | dom 


f * 


n excellent quality, make a very quick and chearful fire 3 


d. U 
han any other coals from this coaſt, bring the higheſt prices 


week, 
nd is ſeldom under 16 8. ps 
Conſiderable quantities of woollen carpets and carpetins, | 


> hare 
*chiff 

{mal 
ir ſint 
dF 
> zoll 
ing w 
ted to 
8 100 


jounty for filks exported in the year 1790 amounted to 2361. 


tins, and grain, from Ireland. 10,000 Quarters of grain 


eck | | 
* be conſumpt of its inhabitants Paiſley, Glaſgow, and the 
8 az 5 | von; 
oft ore inland parts of the country, conſume what is imported. 


Ace, 
whit 
ants th 
he dif 
r coals, 


Ppulation—In 1755, by Dr Webſter's liſt the numbers 


eriod. The country part of the pariſh has been diminiſhed. 
rom an enumeration made in 1781, it appears, that there 
yeah 
zal de 1 | : 
5 are 4500, This increaſe has chiefly taken place in the 


13 burbs or annexed part of the pariſh, the numbers in the 
l un having rather decreaſed, owing to the taking down of 
-ount!] 8 houſes, each of which contained many families; 

cart eas the new ones built in their place are occupied by 


down one 


— ß 


nn what quantities were wanted. The coals he . ef 
ad, anſwering the purpoſes of baking and brewing better 


n Ireland. Their price, delivered at the quay, is 9s. "= 
halder, Wincheſter meaſure, T heir WI price in Ire - 


wuſlins, and ſtuffs of ſilk, lawns, gauzes, and linen called 
ſentings, are exported from this to Ireland, The lawns, | 
nuzes, muſlins, and filks, are brought from Paiſley. The 


t has often exceeded that ſum, and ſometimes riſen to 800 I. 
he chief articles of our import are hemp, iron, Memel and 2 
orway wood, ſhip- timber, chicfly from Wales, raw hides, 


ave ſometimes been imported from Ireland in one year. 


reat quantities are alſo brought coaſtways from Galloway. 5 
ie county of Ayr is ſuppoſed to produce grain ſufficient for 


cre 4025, The town and ſuburbs have increaſed ſince that 


fre in the town, country, and ſuburbs, 4391 ſouls; and, 
om an enumeration made in December 1790, their num 
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tie" or two allies. at möſt. This llt knumeration wax 


made after an unuſual mortality by the ſmall-pox, and a ner for 

5 Vous fever, which made its appearance about the beginriſhg one 

Auguſt that year. The births, Ueathit, and marriages, x gene 

| contained in the pariſh Kats or theſe Tait ten 1 are be e 

: as under, vir. n real 

1 Teatr. Bi the.” 2 Dee, vage. 1 

„ ir! _ - 5» 

1782, 1 S : 

"Il 8. af the 

| , a 
1 7 OT (#27 2, TR 
3 1790, C 131 3 1 30 Ang 
4 In the years 1781, , 1784, and 1790, the ſrnall-pox were i a 
| | | the town, In the year 1784, 54 died of thar diſeaſe; and, 0 
| | in the year 1799, 57 died of the ſame diſeaſe, and about 24 ha 
. 5 of the fever. Inoculation here, till of late, was not in gene ſnd: 
1 , i 
; | . Cbaradter of the People, Perhaps in no ſea. port town > % 
14 5 the ſame extent are the inhabitants more ſober and induftr be | 
k ous than 1 in this. They are ſocial and chearful, but ſeldon * 
'1q riotous, it being very unuſual for any perſons to be ſeen upon Th . 
; the ſtreet after 12 © clock at ni ight. The people, in gener N 15 
are in eaſy circumſtances; many of them are wealthy, and al = 

of them remarkably hoſpitable. They are happy in eacl AY 

other's ſociety, and entertain frequently and well. Thr v. 


entertainments are more ſubſtantial than ſhowy thovgh \0 


this, upon occaſions, they are by no means defective. * 


| proc 


F 


e,, = 


proof 41 their i and _ 1 e has not 
for many years been an inſtance of bankruptcy among them, 
one or two incomers only excepted. They are humane and 
generous, though theſe qualities may not, in in every inſtance, ; 
he exerted with neceſſary prudence ; and this perhaps is one 
reaſon of the ſtreets being ſo. much infeſted with vagrant 
poor. In other inſtances their liberality has been well 1 dis 
ted. ä 


Church. he 1 of Irvine is | beamtifally . on 5 
the ſummit of a riſing g 5 ground, to the ſouth of the town, and 
nigh to the river “. It is an oblong ſquare of 80 feet in 


length, by 60 in tenet. The lofts form an octagon in the 


inſide, and, gradually aſcending, place every hearer i in full 
view of the preacher. At each angle there is a maſly pillar 
of wood from the ground - floor to the roof of the church. 
The area below is neatly fitted up with pews, all of them 

fixing the pulpit. Three · fourths of the church were built 
dy the magiſtrates, and one-fourth by the other heritors. 
The communion tables conſiſt of two rows of table ſeats, ex- 
tending from the pulpit, on the north-weſt, to the ſouth- 
eaſt door, the partitions of which form the ends of faid 
ſeats, and are moveable at pleaſure. Theſe ſeats are the pro- 
perty of the ſeſſion, and yield from 81. to gl. annually.— 


gutt The magiſtrates, reſerving one loft for themſelves, diſpoſed | T 
To of the reſt of their property to the inhabitants, who fitted up 2 

| their own feats, according to a plan previouſly agreed upon. 
— The money which they raiſed in this manner defrayed their 
"4 laare of the expence of building the church, and left them | 
"A an overplus of near 300 I. This ſum they laid out, with an 


155 addition of near 5601. more, in building a very elegant 
| Vor. VII. e 3 ſteeple | 


rd * The church v was 'rebuile in the year 17 774. 
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N N Niceple edjoining't to the chorch on the north-weſt ade. by 


| ne at its e is IF vor 8 1 888 . 


"Pa Is poor of this lace have enge increaſed vi 
in theſe 50 years. This is aſcribed to a variety of different 
_ cauſes, At that time, it was conſidered as diſgraceful to re. 
_ ceive ſupply from the ſeſſion; and none but ſuch as were in 


= the moſt diſtreſſed circumſtances ever thought of making 


; application to it. By this they were led to make every ex- 
ertion for their own ſupport; and their children, from the 
2 ſame principle, acquired early habits of induſtry, _ 

The country was then parcelled out in ſmall farms, aud 


155 0 employed a greater number of hands in the cultivation of it, 
Their incomes, though ſmall, afforded them, in general, the 


certain means of ſubſiſtence. Few ever thought of relorting 
to towns, but ſuch as could live upon their money, or upou 
5 the profits of their particular callings. When the farms were 
enlarged, as they now are, theſe cottagers or ſmall tenant 
_ crowded into towns or neighbonring villages; and, being 
| bred to no buſineſs, they ſoon exhauſted their little ſtock 
and became burdens upon the public. The conſequence of 
the ſuppreſſion of cottagers is felt, and will be more and 
more felt in many different ways throughout Scotland. 
The funds chiefly arite from the intereſt of a {mall ſtock 
money, and a mortification of ſome lands, public collectiom 
Proclamation of banns, baptiſms, legacies, mort-cloths, ſet 
rents, &c. The moſt neceffitous of the poor are ſupplied 
: by weekly penſions, which are from 6d. to 28. 6d. per week; 
and ſuch as need occaſional ſupply to aſſiſt their own induſ 
try, by precepts and watering rolls. Precepts are diſtrio 
tions made by the ſeſſion, as occafion requires. Watering 
rolls are the diſtributions which are made at each Sacrame" 


which 1s twice every year. —A Salle Sur of this place ſome 
| ice 
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nl private ones. 


ume 420 | burdened his ſabje&ts with th 108. „ aneh for : 
druggiſt 


the education of poor children. 4 Mr Stewart, a 
here, has lately diſponed his ſubject, in value about 300]. to 


the poor, reſerving to himſelf and wife (they have no chil- 

dren) the liferent of it. The magiſtrates and heritors, Who 
xe required every year to attend at ſettling the treaſurer” "Ty 
accounts, are well acquainted with the ſtate of the funds; 

and, when neceſſary, they voluntarily aſſeſs themſelves in ſuck; _ 
ſums as the ſupport of the poor requires, thereby wiſely pre- 5 
venting a general ent. There are of late ſeveral ſocieties 
eltabliſned here for the ſupport of the poor belonging to 
each, which, in time, will * greatly to the rakes of the ; 


and 's funds, 


Kir . are in heise: two pe ſchools, ot aww 
Before our connection with America was 
diſſoved, many young men from that country and the Weſt 
Indies were ſent here for their education. Mr Cunningham, 
who was then rector, and had always a doctor under him, 
had frequently from 20 to 26 boarders in his houſe. The 
character of the ſchool is now, perhaps, as high as ever it 
was; though, unfortunately for that branch of education, it 
is conſidered by the people at large as of leſs importance 5 
The rector's falary is 18 J.; his perqui- 
ſites ariſe from births and marriages. ; The Engliſh teacher” 


than it uſed to be. 


ſalary is 101, His perquiſites ariſe from teſtimonials and his 


lalary as ſeſſion-clerk. There are about 30 boys at the gram- | 
mar ſchool ; at the Engliſh, about 70 ſcholars. At private 
hours they teach arithmetic, writing, book-keeping, mathe- | 


matics, French, geography, &c. There is a ſchoul-miſtrel; 
Cones here; | who teaches all kinds of e 411 


Eceleſe efraſtical Share of the Pari 5. — There is one miniſter on- 


J. He has an alſtant, w whoſe ſalary is 401.3 151. of which 


of Irvine. Ws 1 5 179 
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is paid out of che town's funds, rol by ſeflion Witt, and te 

| Teſt by an annual contribution among the inhabitants. The 
miniſter's ſtipend, till 1785, was 7 chalders of victual, chief. 
ly meal, and near 1001. Scots. At that time he obtained an 
augmentation of 400 I. Scots. The glebe, originally about 
one acre and an half, has received an addition of fix acre; 
and an half. Irvine is the ſeat of the preſbytery, which cov- 
fiſts of 18 miniſters, and belongs to the ſynod of Glaſpoy 
and Ayr. This ſynod meets at Irvine once every third year, 
There were many learned, grave, and pious miniſters, (far: 
Mr Warner, in his preface to Niſbet's Expoſition on Eccleſi. 
aſtes), who, in ſuffering times, being put from their own 

| charges, came and reſided in this place, eſpecially during the 
times of Mefirs Hutchiſon's and Stirling's miniſtry here. li 
the year 1662, Mr George Hutchiſon was ſilenced by the 
Parliament for not giving obedience to his biſhop. By 
ſubſequent act of the ſame year, he was baniſhed from Edin- 
burgh; and, upon paſſing the act of indulgence, he was ap- 

2 pointed by the privy council to preach and exerciſe the other 
functions of the miniſtry at Irvine in 1669, where he died. 
Isle is the author of an Expoſition on the book of Job, anl 
on ſome of the minor prophets. They are works of conſ. 
derable merit. Mr Dickſon's works are well known: He 
was alſo a miniſter in Irvine. They were both of them mei 

of eminent learning and abilities at that time, as was all 
5 their cotemporary Mr Niſbet, as appears from the honour- 
able teſtimony which they and others have borne of hin, 
and from his Expoſition of Eccleſiaſtes, and the two Epiſiis 

| of Peter. His epitaph, as wrote by one of his brethren, 1 


in theſe words: Grande aliquid vultu nituit, greſſuque tt 
co, grandius in magni dotibus ingenii. His grandſon, Mr 
Alexander Niſbet, is ſtill living in Irvine, a bachelor, and 


enjoys great health and ſpi Pirits at the advanced age of £2 
There 


kene EN 8 | 18 1 


There is in this place a Relief 'Meetiog-houſe 3 and, "AY 
longing to it, there are, as nearly as could be collected, about 


240. The miniſter's ſtipend is 70 l. raiſed partly by ſub- ; | 
e anch PO 151 their . eollecions,) nalen 


LIL 


. . S 5 
iy I * 


ee Fo the Jeath of Mr ” Ll firſt Relief 8 


niſter in this place, that congregation made choice of Mr 


Whyte to be his ſucceſſor. Mr Whyte being called to afiſt 1 5 

at the Sacrament in the neighbourhood ef Glaſgow, a Mrs | : 
Buchan had an opportunity of hearing him z. and, captivated e 
by his oratory, ſhe communicated unto him by letter the ES 


flattering account of his being the firſt miniſter who as yet 


had ſpoken effectually to her heart; expreſling, at the ſame 
time, a defire of viſiting him at Ae, * ſhe 9 de 
| further confirmed in the faith. . N 8 
This letter he ſhowed to ſome of his prople oh gave "4b 
a z very welcome reception; and, from her heavenly converſa- : 
tion, and extraordinary gifts, they began to conſider her as a 
very valuable acquiſition to their party. Religion was the 
conſtant topic of her converſation: In all companies, and up- 


on all occaſions, ſhe introduced it, Her time was wholly 


employed in viſiting from houſe to houſe, in making family 
worſhip, ſolving, doubts, anſwering queſtions, and expound- 
ing the Scriptures, Some of the congregation began to en. 
tertain ſuſpicions of the orthodoxy of her principles, all of 
which had been implicitly imbibed by their miniſter. They 
expreſſed their diſſatisfaction with his miniſtry, and deſired 
him to diſmiſs her as a dangerous perſon. He refuſed to 


comply with their requeſt ; They threatened to libel him. 


He remained firm to her intereſt ; and in this he was ſup- 
ported by ſome of the moſt wealthy of his hearers. They 
dre op a paper, containing what they ſuppoſed to be her 
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| principles and his, and Jefired him to declare whether 45 


were his principles. He acknowledged that they 887 1 ed 
readily ſubſcribed them as ſuch. ECL ock 
They carried the matter Wente their prefbytery who ent 
1 thought proper to depoſe him from the office of the miniſtry, | 
- He returned to Irvine, accompanied by his adherents, deli- 0 
vered up the keys of the church, and preached for ſome tine 325 
5 in a tent, and afterwards in his own houſe. | rate | 
2 The curioſity of the public was excited, and many fre- ” | 
- quented his meetings. —Strange accounts were given of their * 
doctrine and manner of worſhip. They uſually met in the * 
night time, and were inſtructed by this pretended propheteſs, 7 
She gave herſelf out to be the woman ſpoken of in the 12th 
chapter of the Revelation, and that Mr Whyte was the man- R 
child ſhe had brought forth. This, and ſome other ravings 3 


| ſhe uttered, drew upon her and her party the indignation of 
the populace. Idle people aſſembled at different times in 2 
5 tumultuous manner, ſurrounded the houſe, broke the win. 
dows and furniture, and would have proceeded to greater 
extremities, had it not been for the interpoſition of the ma. 
giſtrates. After repeated applications from different mem. 
bers of the Relief congregation to have her apprehended. 
5 and proceeded againſt as a blaſphemer, the magiſtrates thought 
it prudent to diſmiſs her from the place, which v Was according- 
ly done May 1784. | 
To protect the woman from inſult, they accompanied her 
boot a mile out of town; but, notwithſtanding all their el 
forts, ſhe was groſsly inſulted by the mob, thrown into ditch. 
es, and otherwiſe ill uſed by the way. She took up her reſi 
dence that night, with ſome of her followers, in the neighbour- 
hood of Kilmaurs ; and, being joined by Mr Whyte and others 
in the mornin 8: the whole COMPAny 3 ou 40 in number, pre- 
ceeded 
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P Met, on | their way to Mauchline, and from thence to Cum- e 
oock and to Cloſeburn, in Durafries-ſhire, finging as they 
o vent, and foying that * were going to the New Jeane, g a 
4 Climate and D Rafer.—The einne here. is much the fliks 9 
” q in other places on the welt coaſt, more mild and teinper 5 i 
8 rate than in higher and more inland parts of the country = | i 
the ſnow often lying on theſe when there is none here, and 9 
ig the froſt ſeverer and of longer continuance. The town, from 
3 its ſituation, being at the diſtance of one mile fron the ſea, | 
bY and elevated above it, is reckoned very healthy. : 9 
. No epidemical diſterapers, but ſuch as are common in | 
8 other places, prevail here. : # 
" For theſe laſt 17 years, the fever has appeared twice only. | [ 
95 The firſt of theſe times it was neither of ſo bad a kind, nor | A 
of lo mortal, as in other places in the neighbourhood. In 1790 - 0 1 
15 and 1791, it was general, and of long continuance, though | | : 
. {Whit above 24 died of it. The influenza, as it was called, L 
ter UN raged in this country ſome years ago, was general here | 
allo, but of ſhort continuance, and none of the inhabitants A 
ny died of it. In the year 1760, many of the inhabitants of | 4 
ded, Ns place died of the bloody flux. The infection, it is ſaid, 1 
gut was brought from Ireland. The moſt remarkable inſtances . 4 
Inge of longevity 1 in this pariſh are, a man of the name of Grant, | 9 
88 who died in the 105th year of his age; four of the ſame fa- 1 
her ay, whoſe ages were as under; ; the father 92, his ſon 86, + | ; 
rf his grandſon 83, his great-grandſon 80. A woman died laſt 1 
tcl. Near aged 103. Some ars living, and | in good health, 84 and | 3 
reſi- upwards, one of 94. | 4 
Joure No perſon belonging to this place has been tried for any 9 
hes fepital crime theſe 40 years. Some have been baniſhed the F 
Pio. bonn for petty —"— and other immoralities. EY 2 
eded N Priſoners, 9 
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the laſt year; 12 of theſe for debt, moſt of them from ti 
country; 5 for a riot in Saltcoats againſt the preſbytery, v0 
had gone there, at the requeſt of the inhabitants, to inſpel 
the ſtate of the ſchool-houſe, All of them ſtood trial befor 
the Circuit Court at Ayr ; four of them were found guilt; 
| but, by an error in the verdict, were diſmiffed; two by lay. 
burrows, ti two for riotous conduct, and two for petty crimes, 


vent belonging to the Carmelite or White Friars. This c. 
der, as is well known, took its name from being original 
placed in a monaſtery by the Patriarch of Antioch on Moun 

Carmel, about the year 1160. Being expelled thence in the 


the monks of that order, whoſe principal food conſiſted ot 
fiſh; and, contiguous to the ſame los there is a well fil bur 


_ this ſort, The ſirſt authentic account that we find reli 


10 


Pnſnern.— 23 Peng were — to priſon Curing 


Ancient Religious Obe. In this 1 town there was a con 


| 1238, they came into Europe; and, in the reign of Ales N 
ander III. into Scotland, where uy: had fix convents belle oe 
D, the one at this town. the 
Though not the ſmalleſt Sales of the buildings now . me 
main, ſeveral perſons remember to have ſeen ſome fragments 5 

of its walls a little from the ſouth corner of the preſent cler 
church-yard; and that piece of ground being now in this 
poſſeſſion, I lately dug up part of their foundation. It fool... 
near the brink of the river, which was a ſituation proper i 1 


called the Chapel Well. 
That this friary was founded by the Hamily of Fullarton f 
certain, but in what year cannot now be known, as there 'K 
reaſon to believe that the foundation charter is loſt, It 


„ "Y 
| however, very probable that it was before the death of Ales 5 
ander III. in the 1285, as the diſtracted ſtate of the nat i 
for many years aſter was very unfavourable for ereQions ol 


Fullarton of that Ik, and the provincial brethren and con- 


doiſter; and they were thereby obliged, in all time coming, 
to pray weekly, on the Lord's day, or any other feaſt day, 
in the beginning of LY maſs at the great altar, with an audible 
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ceffors, and for the ſouls of all the faithful deceaſed. 45 
this friary, from an act paſſed 3 in the reign of James VI. which 
toes much honour to the memory of that Prince, It ought 
* the name of James dear to the inhabitants of this town. At 


men FT time when the church livings belonging to the P opilli 


preſent 


in my 


t * this burg to a much more laudable purpoſe. 
at This act bears, that his Majeſty had made a perpetual grant 
iſte 


to the provoſt, bailies, counſellors, and community of the 
burgh of Irvine, and their ſucceffors, „of all and ſingular 
the lands, houſes, buildings, churches, chaplainaries, orchards, 


ll, ſtil 


arton l 
there d gardens, crofts, annualrents, fruits, rents, profits, emoluments, 
1 farms, alins, anniverſaries of deaths whatever,” which any 


f Alex- way pertained to any chaplainaries, alterages, and prebenda- 
1 ries within any church, chaplainary, or college, founded by 


N any patrons of the fame within the liberties of the faid burgh 


relative Vor. VII. 5 A of 


9 
10 


is 51. 118. 14 d. Sterling, 


"ms 
rt, may be betet | 


a Sig uy its Gand jon, is Kom a contract and inden- 
ture, dated at frvine, 224th Auguſt 1399, between Reynald | 


vent of the Carmelite 1 near Irvine, for the purpoſe of 
paying 49 merks . , for meliorating and upholding the houſes _ 
of the faid convent, and for repairing the principal kirk and 


voice, for the ſouls of Sir Adam, and Marjory his with, apd 
for Reynald, and Elizabeth his wife, and their heirs aud ſuc- | 


We are infor med of ſome emoluments which belonged 0 
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therefore to be more particularly known, and ſhould render 


ergy were generally beſtowed upon court paraſites, we find 
this Monarch appropriating what was within the liberties of © 
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vo incumbrance. It is executed in a plain, ſubſtantial man- 
ner. In the ground floor is the town- clerk's office, with a 
room for the meetings of council, The reſt is appropriated 


} 


to ſhops. Over the entry to the council chamber the town's 
arms are cut in ſtone, being a lion rampant-guardant, with 


of Irvine: As alle, of ſix bolls of multure belonging to the 
Carmelite order, all united into one tenement, to be called in 
time coming, The 1 5 foundation of the School "o Irvine, 


Mi FF neous Obfervations —The 65 44% Hinds neal 
in the middle of the ſtreet z but the ſtreet at that place is of 
to great a breadth, that the building may be conſidered a; 


a ſword in one of his fore paws, and a ſcepter in the other. 

Motto. — Tandem bona cauſa triumphat. Higher up in the 

wall are alſo the Britiſh arms, very neatly cut in ſtone. 
In the town there are two branches of banking - houses 


| that of the Old Paiſley Bank, and of the Ayr Bank. There ab 
is only one fair worth notice; it is called the Marrymak th; 
Fair,“ which begins on the third Monday of Augult, and 8c 
continues the whole weck. 85 pre 
Ihe principal commodities : are | linen, THY horſes, wool De 
Sc.— The bridge over the river of Irvine, being the road to of 
the quay and to the town of Ayr, was rebuilt in 1748, and Fr: 
_ confiſts of four ſemicireular arches. It is too narrow for two Bri 
_ carriages to pals each other, The tide flows about a quarter nat 
of a mile higher. There is one mill belonging to the town, bot 
and at a little diſtance from it, on the water of Annock. It dal 
pays, of yearly rent, about 601, The inhabitants are thirled 
to this mill, and pay 6 d. per boll for grinding oats and malt, 
The meal and fleth markets are on the north fide of the il co: 
ſtreet, a little to the eaſt of the council-houſe. There 1s no lan 
public ſlaughter-houſe. The inhabitants pay one penny of for 
toll for each cart of coals, Coals to the ſhore for exports tor 


tion pay none, 
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PARISH oF KIRKGUNZEON. 


(Stewart 2 - Kirkeudbright—Preſbjtery of Dun ries | : 8 


15 yd f whe 


| by the Reverend My Jauss Hane. 


| Situation eval Extent. = 


Bruce after his captivity in the year 1341, and aſſumed the 
name of Herries, from Heriffons, or porcupines, which he 


bore in his _" now e with the Man wells of Nithf- 


_ | 


80%, 8 and Agriculture. —The appearance of the 2 
country is rather hilly ; but there is a good deal of fine flat 


land in the pariſh, Some of the hills are healthy, and fit 


for ſheep only ; others are green, and are both ſerviceable 
tar tillage and feeding of black cattle, The low land is moſt- 


ly 
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HE pariſh of Kirkgunzeon | is about five. miles OY 
and three miles broad. Of old it belonged. tro: che 
abbacy of Holm-Coltern, in Cumberland ; but the people of . 
that abbacy having taken part with the Engliſh. againſt the 
Scots in the reign of David Bruce, the King forfeited their 
property in Scotland, and beſtowed it by charter, dated at 
Dunfermline, the 7th of June 1369, on Sir John Herries 

of Terregles, who was brother to the Earl of Vendome in 
France, and who had come into Scotland with King David 
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_  - Sic Account 
ly of a very fertile nature * but, in general, much iter 
with ſmall ſwamps, little ſtony hills, and large ſingle ſtone, 
which renders the tillage difficult and irregular. Several of 
5 the farmers, however, are clearing away the ſtones, and turn. 
ing t them to the advantageous purpoſe « of dividing their fields, 
in which laudable undertaking they are greatly encouraged 
by Mr Maxwell Conſtable of Nithſdale, who is proprietor of 
more than ſeven.cights of the pariſh. This gentleman, if 
the tenant raiſes and leads the ſtones, allows him the price of 
the building. which may generally be computed to be more 
than one third of the whole expence. The tenant raiſing 
and leading the ſtones at his leiſure times, does not feel the 
5 burthen; nor is his rent augmented by perpetual intereſt, 
It has likewiſe for ſome time been the practice « of the proprie- 
tor of this eſtate to renew the leaſes about three years before 
4 they are out, which both prevents the tenants from uſing 
their farms in the ſame manner they might be inclined were 
they uncertain of remaining, and gives the landlord an op- 
Portunity of looking after the management of ſuch as are to 
| remove. D There are other five properties in the pariſh; one 
of theſe is almoſt in a ſtate of nature; the other four are 
well incloſed, ſubdivided, and interſperſed with clumps and 
| belts of planting. The farm of Lochend, in particular, on 
which a ſmall diſtillery has lately been erected, i is in the 
higheſt pitch of improvement, and ſhows, in a ſtrong point 
ol view, the effects of cultivation. This farm, a few years 
ſince, was not worth above one ſixth of its preſent value. 
| There have been good crops of wheat theſe two laſt years 
upon fields which were lately covered with heath and ruſhs, 


The number of acres in the pariſh are about 80co ; thoſe in 


rotation of crop about 3000; but it is not eaſy to ſay hon 


much more may be arable, as conſiderable tracks of what 
can at preſent only be called paſture grounds, are breaking 


. kre 189 | 
ted w every year. Abet 1200 acres are yearly i i pf which 
es, Wl conſiſts moſtly of oats, barley, and potatoes; wheat, peaſe, 
and turnips, though there are a ſhare of them alſo, not being 
general crops. It is probable, however, from ſome experi- 


lde, nents lately made, that wheat will often be adopted in place . 
gel of barley, eſpecially where the foil is ſtrong and heavy. A 
r of conſiderable quantity of ſhell marl has been found in the 


|ariſh, but is moſtly exhauſted. The center of the pariſh 
being only five miles from a convenient ſea-port, lime may be 

had from England at a reaſonable rate. The tenants have 
not hitherto been much in uſe of ſowing praſs-ſeeds, but are 


reſt, in the pariſh this laſt # 2a than for many former years all 
prie- put — = Eng” > | 
fore | 5 
lng Cattle Te ee a are e about 200 d | in the pa- — 
were rim, young ones not fit for ſervice being included. There 


xe about 2000 black cattle, and upwards of 2000 ſheep, of 


ind whoſe fleeces, at an average, do not weigh more than 
three pounds Engliſh. A few ſheep of the Yorkſhire and 
Northumberland breed, kept on the low lands, produce fleeces 


„ 0n bich weigh from ſix to ten pounds Engliſh each, of excel- 
the ent woo]. Some fingular ſheep produce a great deal more. 
point WW Theſe ſheep do not thrive upon the hills; nor are the hill- 
years {ſheep any thing improven by being croſſed with the Engliſh ] 
zalue. ns. The late John Dalziel of Barncroſh, a gentleman 


who beſtowed great pains in improving the breed of black 


aſhes, eattle and ſheep in this country, tried the experiment in a 
ofe in bm he poſſeſſed in this pariſh ; but it had a very different 
hon ettect from what he expected. The wool of the brood of 
what eſe Engliſh rams was coarſe and ſhaggy, and the ſheep 
aking i demſelves ill. ſhaped and unhardy, 


1 rome Rent 


now coming faſt into practice. More clover has been ſown 


the black faced Scots breed, which are kept upon the hills, 5 


1 
„ 
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not yet amount to 2000 l. Sterling; J but any farms that hae 
been lately out of leaſe, have been raiſed one third. Th 
. number of farms are about 50. None are under 5 1. or mar 
| than 100 l. of yearly rent. The average rent of the ar 
or paſture ground cannot be eaſily aſcertained, As ſome d 
| the beſt grounds are either in the poſſeſſion of the | Proprie 
tors, or are ſet by the lump; but according to the rate of th 
country, the arable might ſet from more than 11, to leſs tha 
58.3 the paſture from 5s. to 18.; 3 the meadows, of which 
| there are a conſiderable proportion, are moſtly valued at 1 
Per acre, The ſtaple commodities of the pariſh are black 
| cattle and cat meal, the former bought up for the Enylik 


f of Scotland. Liverpool and Whitehayen afford 2 ready mar 
ket for barley, and whatever other articles the pariſh pro 
© Guces, ſuch as mutton, wool, pork, butter, cheeſe, poulty 


The principal feuel is peats, of which there are abundance 
5 Engliſh coal may be "oo at much the lame price as in Dun. 
fries. „„ | - : C} 
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avoided; but in this caſe there would be 7 or 8 miles of es. 


tire ne 
re, \ 


Rent and Production. The whole rent of the parih do 
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| markets, the latter for the manufacturing towns in the ve 


&c. are generally ſold ; at Dumfries, which is 9 miles diſtant, 


to tl 
E b 3 8 hk” divides the oak] udo 


almoſt equal parts, was made by the commutation money, Prot 
and is in good repair; as alſo two bridges upon it, that we Weſtc 


built at the expence of the county, The more private roviſin n 
are improving yearly. The ſtatute labour, while it com und 
nued, was of little effect. There has lately been ſome pt o. 
poſals of bringing the great road from London to Portpatri ed | 


through this pariſh ; ſhould this ever take place, it wou re 


prevent many diſagreeable pulls, that cannot othervwiſe & ver, 


Ro 
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has been 18; . W 35 of deaths, 10, 
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dance, 


wore laſt winter, with 1 luccets. 
Duns £ 


ih i 
monef, 
at wer 
e road 
contis 
c * wour 40 years ago, is in decent repair, and pleaſantly ſituat- 
Patric 


woull 


wiſe I fry complete. The church, which has originally been a 
of 3 Raalſh chapel, is almoſt 1 in a ſtate of ruin; but is propoſed 
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re new mod z to giaks, and a new Ce to be built over the = 


Ppaltion —The nomber of fools in | this pariſh was, in ” 
1155, 4893 at preſent the number is 5203 the number of _ 
jphabited houſes is 103 ; there are 7 more males than fe- 
males, There are two men of 90 years old, and ſeveral of 
bo and upwards. The average of births, for the laſt 5 years, : 


mo diſeaſes, flow PEI Jews 1 are «a moſt. 
brevalent, but very few die of them. The ſmall-pox, when 
they attack in the natural way, are the moſt deſtruQtives 
were inoculation more gencrally in practice, many lives 
night, in all probability, be ſaved. Beſides thoſe that were 
noculated in this parith by medical gentlemen in the year | 
1788, the miniſter inoculated about 50 of the children of 
his pariſhioners, all of whom did well and recovered, with. | 
oat ever having the leaſt appearance of —— 5 n e 40 


2 and Schaal. —The patronage of 4 pariſh bels | 
to the family of Nithſdale; but that family being of the 
Romiſh perſuaſion, John Maxwell of Terraughty, who is 
Proteſtant, and male repreſentative of the family, is by them 125 
zelted with the right of preſentation, - The ſtipend is 70 l. 
n money. The glebe contains near 11 acres of very good 
and, lately incloſed and ſubdivided. The manfe was built 
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lin a {mall valley, which is interſected by a fine trouting 
irer. The offices have been built about 5 years, and are 
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: ſhortly 1 to be rebuilt, The roof, which is of a peculiar eat; 
A ſtruction, is ſaid to have been formed at Holmcultern is 
5 Cumberland, and brought hither when the pariſh of Nit. 
5 gunzeon belonged to the Abbecy. | There is, properly ſpeak. 


ing, but one ſchool in the pariſh. The ſchool and cho. 


_ maſt er's houſe were built at the expence of the * heriton 
oe” The 7.5 is nl. . 


- Ancient Buildingr—There are bret ancient bene In 
8 the pariſh, Barcloth, Corrah, and Yrumcultran. Barcloſh ä 

| faid to have been one of the ſeats of the family of Herriſe, 
but there are no records when it was built; it ſeems to har 
deen a place of refuge, defended more by nature than by at, 

| being remote and inacceſſible, The Corrah, which has bez 
| both a large building and a place of conſiderable ſtrength 
was built by Sir John Maxwell, brother to the Earl of Nil. 
dale, who married Agnes, eldeſt daughter of William Lord 
Herries, and by her got the eſtate and titles of Terregl, 
This was the Lord Herries who was ſo eminent in the reig 

of Queen Mary, and who, though he was a loyal ſubjett to 
her Majeſty, was yet a reformer, and cauſed unroof both tht 
abbecies of Sweetheart and Dundrennan. Beſides the Cor 
rah, he alſo built Moſcrops Tower at Terregles, which hi 
lately been taken down, and a princely manſion erected in it 
room. Lord Herries was ſucceeded, in his eſtate and titles 


by his fon William, who, it is probable, had reſided fone 


time at the Corrah, as a pigeon-core, built in the year 15!) 
Vas inſcribed with his name, and the name of his lady u. 
: tharine Kerr. The Corrah was afterwards inhabited by Mr 


Maxwell of Breconſide, a connection of the family, who 


Was one of 29 children by the ſame mother, who was firk 
married to Gordon of Lochenvar, whoſe two eldeſt ſors 


Pele 


211 
Py 


of Kirkgunzem. © 193 
were the firſt Lords of Kenmure, and who, alongſt with Me 
Maxwell of Breconſide, juſt now mentioned, were ſuppoſed = 
to be the handſomeſt and ſtrongeſt men in the county. A 

part of the Corrah is now poſſeſſed as à farm houſe; the 
greateſt part has been taken down, and houſes built with the | 
materials. In one of the apartments which remain, there is 
an old oaken bed, ſaid to be the nurſery bed of the family, 
which is yet almoſt entire, curiouſly carved and figured, and 

js a piece of great antiquity. The Tower of Drumcultran is | 
not ſo very ancient as to deſerve any particular deſcription ;_ 
nor are there any remarkable antiquities, unleſs the veſtiges 
of three Roman camps, and a Druidical temple, ſhould be 
mentioned. Theſe things are very common in this part of the 
country, and do not ſeem to claim any farther attention. 
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NUMBER Nx. 1 


PARISH or NIGG. 0 end 


5 5 the 


0 c 17 Dee bine and 8 Synd / Ale. A 
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Situation Form, e r. FEY 


HAT chain of mountains, which nearly divides Scot 
- land, called the Grampians, may be confidered as ter- 
a minating at the German Ocean, in this pariſh. It forms al. 
ſo the north-eaſt point of the county of Kincardine. It i 
attached to the commiſſariot of St. Andrew's, but belongs to 
the preſbytery and ſynod of Aberdeen. In ſhape it is a pe 
ninſula. The word Nigg is faid to mean, in Celtic, a penin- 
ſula. A pariſh in Roſsſhire, which is alſo named Nigg, is cf 
0 the ſame form with this. On the north-eaſt, the land tum 
ing into a neſs or head - land, runs out into the ſea called the 
Girdleneſs, round to the Bay of Aberdeen; on the north 
weſt, it is waſhed by the tide in Aberdeen harbour and the 
river Dee; and on the ſouth-weſt, bounded by the parith of 
Danchory Devenick. Tt preſents to the ſea a bold face of 
rock, from Go to 80 ſeet high, covered with green; then? 
riting bank, arable from the top of the rock to ſome diſtance 
increaling towards the ſouthern extremity ; and above, al 
aſcending heathy ridge of hill, about 200 feet above the ſea 


"tad 
going throv zh the whole length of the pariſh, and crownec 
| with 
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with two cairns, which; are fm ſeveral leagues off, cad direct 5 
| thoſe who fail near the coaſt, The north fide of the pariſh 
conſiſts of two haughs, on the river and the fide of a hill, 
ending in the Girdleneſs, and of a valley and hill beneath | 
the heathy ridge. Though a part of the foil be clayiſh, the 
far greater part is loamy, of various depth, and on di Ferenc 
bottoms, in ſome places incumbered with ſtones. The haughs, 


the valley, and ſides of the two hills, to the north, are ara- 


ble. The bank to the ſouth i is in good part ploughed. Y a 
broad belt, of above a mile, more and lets, throughout the. 


middle, and the whole length of the pariſh, with the excep- | 
non of ſome acres lately cultivated, is unarable and uninha- 


bited, conſiſting of moſs and of heath, ſtrewed with many 
tones. The meaſures of the difkerent kinds of ground „ are, 


infield, 5 26 acres 2 roods L falls; 3 outfield, 577 acres 2 2 roods 
20 falls; paſture, 584 acres 5 5 falls ; ; moor, 1483 acres 2 roods ys 
1 fall; mos, 2 203 acres 3 79305 35 talls; total, 3375 acres = 


2 rod 34 falls. The inticld, or croft, is ground continually 


in tilage, and regularly manured.— The outfield is ground 


which is never manured, but ploughed occaiionally from 


palture grats. 


"Croft A mile from the foutk Went bondary | There is 


a natural harbour, with very little. artificial! he elp, the cove, 


ft lor boats, which accommodates the fil 2ermen of a Village 


lying above it, and ſometimes affords 1efuge to others: For 


northward of the port of Aberdeen, for ſeveral leagues, is a 


and beach, aud that port being formed by 4 river, has often 


4 ſurge riling quickly at its m outh, by the wind blowing in 
ore, dangerous to boats; Here, therefor E they have . 


found 


FR A map of . was Publiſl ed by Mr Wit iam 


0 i eee 
rdon, 1774 A ſurvey of the parih of Nigg 
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lighters about a mile, on account of the Thallows in it. The 
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8 5 found ſalety. hon this Place; though there be ſeveral in- Dec 
| defited hollows Hbvg the coaſt, and though an attempt vn foil 
1 | 12 Ny made, by a ſmall pier, to fit one of them to receive floy 


boats, there is 110 harbour for On WY? amb Ry * 25 Way 


Hike ed Aae po 


© The latitude is 57 deg. 9 min. north; the We is ot! 


deg. 9 n min. weſt. In time of war a flag is hoiſted on a ſtff Bl cov 
half : nile from the point, on the moſt raiſed eminence, » WM Th: 
_ a ſignal, when an enemy's ſhip” is in the offing. Thete is for 
free open ſea along this coaſt. The water riſes, at ſpring WW 
| tides, 13 feet; and the height of the ſtream is at 45 minuts Will - 4 

- paſt noon, at full and change. The tide of flood runs fouth face 
veſt and by ſouth ; that of ebb, north-eaſt half north, ani to] 
at the rate of 3 and 4 knots in the hour. The variation of An 


BY the compaſs i is 2 5 degrees weſt, and has increaſed a degree ſtu 
within theſe 7 years. From 6 and 8 fathoms at the rock ne 
foot, the bottom deepens, ſhelving off ſhore, with ſanch, 70 
rocky, and; various ground, and ſometimes riſing, till i it ſinks 5755 

| to 99 fathoms, | at the diſtance of 10 or 11 leagues from land; ler 

| then it aſcends on the fiſhing bank, the Long Forties, to 35 15 
34. or 35 fathoms, a few leagues over, until it fall into th 5 
5 depth of the north ſea, FCC anc 
8 OS "0 18 177 dep 

Rivers 5 J Laker, & Tc. —The Dee, ahh 70155 the Harbour ls 

of Aberdeen, after a courſe pretty much north- eaſt, of 8 vh 
miles, falls here into the ſea, On this fide of the harbour WW b 

is . Torry Pier, where veſſels come to unload lime, and take ſuc 
in cargoes of ſtones; ; above which lie the boats of the fiſher . 
"ms ſerviag allo as pilots, who inhabit the village of Torry. Wit 
The tide flows more than two miles farther up the river, t0 8 


A bridge over it, and even to the boundary of the pariſh; 


but there 15 no navigation up the ſtream, except for boats and 
&#4 pE- IF} 


"1k 


l in. 


NES. e 97 


Dee is a char aw river, flowing moſtly through;grayglly, 
ſoil, farourable to natural wood, and ſometimes. rites, $O:Qver- 


| flow the haughs, carry off part of the mould, and weep. a- 


way corns. The upper haugh in this pariſh i is a! little EX> 
poſed, and in autumn 1768 ſuffered. One lake, the Loch | 
of Lorſtown, is on che ſouth-weſt boundary, oblong in form, | 
covering - 27 acres, and ſupplying water to the only Mill here, 
There is-alſo one chalybeat ſpring. though not ares 4 : 


for * OY but: * of fine water abounde.s dens, 


nag 9 bo f 


. of the Gee &:—Being deſtitute of wood, the 
face of the country is naked. In the laſt age, rove ſeems 
to have been by the harbour mouth to the edge 0h the w water. 
And beſides many remains of oak dug out of the moſs, _ 
ſtumps of trees, which muſt have been one and a half, and 
two feet diameter, ſtill ftand on the eaſt fide of it, above we 
ground. Fine graſs, mingled with many herbs, grows early 5 
on the ſea banks, and rock top, almoſt ever · green from the 
ſpray and dews. Through the large uncultivated, and) for 
the moſt part, uncultivable ſpace of this pariſh, a low heath 
is ſpread, The ſca-fide and hill paſture is reckoned good 
and wholeſome for ſheep, and almoſt never is covered to any 
depth with ſnow. The corn fields are liable to the common 
weeds, eſpecially to ſkelloch, (moſtly wild muſtard), for 
which, to ſow late after plong bing, when the plant is riſen © 


up, and may be . of l has been tried with 5 


ſuccaſs, 1 

Many ſtones of * granite l kind lie on the h which, - 
with thoſe taken from the rock by the ſea, and under ground, 
are lome of a beautiful bluiſh, and orhers of a purple and va- 
tous heu. They ſupply abundant materials for building and 
ncloſing, Several ſpecies here, from the attraction of the 
Magnet, leem to 12 volcanic ; 3 fo are others i in che hills far 
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| up the Da. If this experiment is a certain indian Ah 
t What condition muſt this country have once been . itn 
| 5 


= | | Climate fs Diſeaſs.—The a air is is healthy : Meng ihe * 
3 it! is freſh, and, from the influence of the ſea, to the ſenſe 
i] . colder; yet the froſt is leſs intenſe, ſnow continues ſhorter 
10 | ENG and the crop ripens ſooner than in places a little inland, 
. The eaſt wind brings a moiſture, and ſometimes, particularly 

= in the month of May, miſts come off the ſea ; but the ch. 
= mate cannot be called damp; rather, from the moderate 
3 Dp bY quantity of rain which falls upan this eaſt coaſt, perhaps . 
9 ” bout 27 inches annually, from the light, loamy, ſandy (oi 


5 it. | and | 
kad abſorbing it ſoon, and from the frequent breezes, it may be nigh 


=_— | reckoned dry. This allows grain to be ſown pretty eat; MI 
4 oats, from the middle of march, and bear, from the middl 
of April; potatoes are planted in April; turnip is ſown fron 


1 foun 
5 the beginning of June. The crop ripens in general ſoon, Iſbee 
al a [ In this ſea air, iron is ſoon corroded. It brings alſo on ibe {prof 
45 


ſurface of many bodies, eſpecially in a northern and eaftera 
4 8 expoſure, a fog, or green ſpecies of moſs. To the growth ed 
1 | of timber and fruit it ſeems unfavourable, at leaſt till thel and 
. ter be acquired. No diſeaſes of an epidemic nature preval dun 
vp 92 5 here, except brought by contagion. Agues are unknown, err 
II be ſmall-pox, for which inoculation is not uſed, once 
= 55 00S 00 years ſpreads, eſpecially among the fiſher families 
© _ whoſe communication with one another is open, and carrie: 
| off ſometimes many children. From the more ſcdentary 
life of women now, at knitting ſtockings, hyſteric complaints 
are thought frequent. The inhabitants live to a moderate 
age. The fiſhermen are very little ſubject to diſeaſes through 
mid-life ; but expoſed, from their occupation, to diſaſters. 
Of zo men in boats at the Cove, TRIM 3 years 9 have pe- 
riſhed. 


| _ | 


— | Population, and te- Prot the end of the luft 5 
century to the middle of the preſent, the population of this 
pariſh was about one fourth greater than now. The country | 
ms alſo filled with the cattle of 17 ploughs, 10 and 12 to 
the plough, anll covered with above 2000 ſheep. From | 
about the war 1740, the population has declined to the year 


coal 
ſenſe 
LOrter 


land, 


ularly to ſcarce one plough; and there remained not one ſheep. 

e ch The cauſes of this depopulation ſeem to have been theſe : 
leratt WW Tue drain of men, principally to the fleet, in the different 
PS + NVvars; an increaſing turn to the ſea-faring life, to bardicrafts, 

y fol, end manufactures ; from a prohibition, and the moſſes being 
ay b ng exhauſted, the occupation of preparing and carrying 
A119; fel to Aberdeen ſtopped. The new mode of agriculturs 
ddl: Wi contributed here to the ſame general effect. The tenants 
fron i fund, with the ideas of incloſing and green crops, theie 
ſoon, ¶ ſdeep diſturbed ; and they put flocks of them away, The 
n the 


aſter1 
owth 
hel- 
revall 


proſpect of a diviſion of the pariſh, which almoſt wholly lay 


jn run ridge, and the ſhort, uncertain leaſes in view to it, 


ed them to put away the remainder, to give up their oxen, | 
and to plough on their fields with horſes, deprived of the 
dung of cattle and . che v wet grounds being turned a 


10wn, or POR. 

once 

nilies Diviſa on of 1 Pari iſh, al 8 W the abbacy | 
ares ef Arbroath, to which this pariſh belonged, one half of it, 
-ntary Internate ridge, came to a predeceſſor of Mr John Menzies 
Laints of Pitfoddets, who now poſſeſſes it. The town of Aberdeen 
gerate folds the other half, purchaſed with monies mortified prin. 
rough ray for promoting education and religious inſtruction. 
alter. hat community has alſo ſome property, which had remain- 
e pe- ed ſeparate. By the arbitration of two gentlemen, the pariſh 


cin 


Tas Givided 3 in | 1786, the town of Aberdeen. obtaining the 
ide 


1786. The cattle were reduced, rapidly near the laſt pe _ | 


22 — 


_ dong we lower part of the harbour, and round th 
coaſt, and Mr Menzies that up the river, and inland, Hz 
has now let his grounds in the following manner : Divided 

into ſmall lots, from 10 l. to 3ol. ſome of which are taken 
n leaſe together, and ſome even ſubdivided. The tenant 
are obliged to do ſomething in inclofing them, and to keep 
part in graſs and green crop. As an incitement to meliorate 


| 200 


the land, the rent riſes a little at the end of 9, and again at 
the end of 19 years; while the temptation to exhauſt it i 


removed by the uncertain term of a lifetime to which the 
"leaſe extends beyond the laſt period. The town-council of 
Aberdeen have feued out their ſhare in nine moderate lots 
from about 3ol. to gol. each. Buy becoming private pro 

. perty, a new ſpur is given to render it more valuable. Ac- 
cordingly, every feuer has made ſome progreſs i in improving 


bis ground; and ſome of them, by building ſtone-fences 


| draining and dreſſing the ſurface, as well as by laying on 
lime, and erecting farm-houſes and ſteddings, have done 
much to change the face of their property. Indeed, a ſpirit 
of induſtry and improvement has gone out, and reached the 
| loweſt cottager. Multures and embarraſſing ſervices are abo 
| liſhed, Part of the formerly plowed land is regaining. Oxet 
are brought in, and reared of a larger ſize. Cows are kept 
to a greater number than ever; and ſome ſheep are intro. 
duced. The population has increaſed from new families 
coming in, and from the ſettlement which has taken place 
The people who, in 1787, were 1024, are now 1090. The 
are alſo becoming better accommodated. Within the {pace 
of a few years, 70 houſes have been built in a ſubſtantia! 
manner, and ſuitable for the different e, at the ex. 
pence of above 1200 l. | 


r introduced here about 30 years fin 
att 


Bay of 
after an 
from th 
blows f. 


a body [ 
bottom, 
an obje 
water ag 
tained. ; 
which g 
floods, 
fecond |} 
the rock 
harveſt 1 
tangle, ( 
common 


. Nr. . 


eee, aſed z nd, in cheſ⸗ 
| two hork The beſt form of other implements of huſband- 


cal beginping. to be underſtood ; and tried. 


ad fiſhy ſubſtances, is uſed. It favours bear and green 


after an agitation of the ſea, when the wind blows in points 


from the north, round by the weſt, to the ſouth ; that is, 

blows from the land; ſo that the breeze which would carry < 
i body out to fea on its ſurface, brings this ſubſtance, at the 
bottom, or ſwimming in it, in a contrary direction, on ſhore; | 
an. object ſuggeſting the manner of the internal motion of 
water agitated by wind *, This ware is of three kinds, ob- 
tained at different feaſons. The firſt is the green flake; 
which grows in the river, is waſhed down by the ſummer 
floods, and is brought aſhore at the harbour-mouth. The 
ſecond kind is compoſed of various marine plants torn from 


the rocks by the ſtorms, and driven to land, from the end of 
harveſt throughout winter. The laſt is the top of the carn 
tangle, (fucys digitatus ſuppoſed), which that plant throws, 
commonly in the end of May, or ſometimes later, eſpecially 
ch rains or motion of the ſea, and is carried to ſhore, 


The ſea-weed produces a crop of bear, a little inferior in 
Vor. —: Ce . - quality. 


hy ks ſame manner, the wind 5 in the points from the eaſt; 
draus into the ſea the ſand, covering ſtones on a ſhelving bank 


When it blows an eaſterly ſtorm, wants It brings wreck wood, 
on — lurface, aſhore. eee 


WR grounds, drawn, Oy ; 


th aod | beſt modes of agriculture, ang * of cr crops, are e 


Ibero 3 Det — and Ar that "manure pro- 
duced | in the fiſhing villages, from the mixture of all oily 


crops z but, when uſed much, renders the ſoil unfit for pro- 
ducing cats. Hence that ſoil i is called Po iſoned land. _ Afttother 


manure is ware and ſea · weed. It is brought to land in the 8 
Bay of Nigg, and at the mouth of the harbour principal y, | 
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 Stati ical dicomt 


ane, 1 favotts the Srowth and taſte of — a 


Lime is purchaſed about 28. the boll, Scotch, and 28. 10, 


. 1 


Engliſh, unſlaked, nearly 74. cubic feet meaſure; yielding, 
the firſt, 2 bolls fully, the other near three bolls faked lime, | 
and i is uſed | in different quantities with ſucceſs, 1 


Crap 1790—The prophvthins uf (the Ae kk of 
: grain ſown, and roots and graſs, with their probable in 
: and the manner in which they are diſpoſed, are theſe: 


362 Acres in oats, may be computed to have produced; 


5 bolls the acre, the produce, or an equivalent, a and much m more 


being conſumed by the people. 


169 Acres in bear, may e produced 7 bolls the acre, 


- : of which a part is made into meal for uſe, and c one ie Jl — 


| be ſold to the breweries and diftilleries. 


18 Acres in peaſe, may have produced 4 bol the an, 
- partly conſumed, and partly fold, _ 


54 Acres in potatoes, yielded SOM 30 bells the acre, zu 


pounds Amſterdam in the boll, a large ſhare of which is con. 
ſumed within the pariſh, and 600 or 700 bolls are carried to 


Aberdeen market, or exported. 


70 Acres in waer and in rye graſs and red and whit 


| clover. 


114 Acres, part of which is cut for hay, 1 food, 


with the paſture, and various fodder, for 46 working oxen, 


230 cows, and the young cattle 3 the milk of the cows being 


_ uſed in families, employed for rearing calves for breed ot 
ws ſale, and ſold in the fiſhing villages, or without the pariſh 
Few cattle are fed for market, The hill-paſture, along with 

| the cattle, had only 209 ſheep, and 12. goats. 


From the 


crop alſo was the ſupport of 87 horſes, almoſt all for the 


draught. The ploughs wrought by them and cattle are 33 


the wains 5, and carts and carriages for ſtones 69+ 


2 
inches 
the ſea- 
for ord 
ton ma 
400 to! 

In 1. 
were Of 
in Lone 
and of 
collecte 
tle for 
drawing 
obtainec 
only 17 
formed 
head, 6 
and in k 
tons. 
28. 6d. 
pave, ac 
yards, 
Maidſtoz 
veighs | 
quired a 
were at 
in a wee 
riduals, 


Fiſher 


number, | 
gaged in 
ployed 2 


Hi n roundiſh pobliles; from 6 to 12 
inches in length, are brought by ſea and land carriage from 
the ſea-ſhore, and are exported to different places in England 
for ordinary cauſeways. The collecting and carriage of a 2 
ton may be 1 8. 84. ; and the — PO annual 


400 tons. 


In 1766, the granite « quarries by the ſea and in . hills | 


were opened for making cauſeway ſtones to pave ſome ſtreets 


in London. This granite is of a remarkably cloſe texture, 
and of great hardneſs. To this new work 600 men were 
collected from different places. It led many families to fet= 
tle for a time in the pariſh, and employed ſome horſes in 
drawing the ſtones, where water conveyance could not be 
obtained. Decreaſing rapidly from 1772, it now engages 
only 17 inhabitants, with a few ſtrangers. The ſhape of the : 


formed ſtone is ſomething wed ge-like, 12 inches long in the 


head, 6 broad, and 9 deep, being 2 inches leſſened in length 


and in breadth on the baſe : The ſmaller in ſimilar propor- 
tions, The ton may be made by a man in two days, coſts 


28. 6d, beſides the expence of powder and tools; and will 
pave, according to the ſize of the ſtones, from 24 to 5 ſquare 


yards, 3000 Tons are now annually exported to London, 
Maidſtone, Ramſgate, and other places. The cubic foot 


veighs 151 pounds, This new and heavy employment re- 


quired and introduced a better breed of horſes. The wages 
vere at firſt too high; ſo that a man gained 18s. and 20s. 


in a week, which did him no good. pt by a few inch 


nduals all was ſpent, | 


F here a 1 | Fiſbers.— The ſalmon ſiſhers, 23 in 


number, almoſt all of whom have pieces of ground, are en- 


daged in fiſhing the river and the ſea adjacent, and are em- 


Noyed at vacant hours diligently in cultivating the land. 
| _ ER} £5; -"-5 The 
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2⁰⁴ Stat 2 Account 

The manner of their general payment is faronrible. to oeco. 
nomy and exertion. A man has commonly ſo many bolls of 
meal, money to purchaſe boots, a fee, and a premium on the 
quantity of fiſh caught. According to the length of time he 
is engaged, and the ſucceſs of the — = uy gain fron 
"0 to dl in the ſeaſon. 8 


W bit F, 1 A greater number is 4 in the white 

' Giking, or that for different kinds of fiſh in the ſea. In the 
N villages of Cove, 24 men in 4 boats, befides 14 young and 
aged in yauls, are occupied in this manner. In the only 
other village, of Torry, 36 men are in 6 boats, fiſhers, and 
acting as pilots; and ꝗ in youth or age, go to ſea occaſion« 
"07 in yauls ; ; in whole 83. The ordinary fare of pilotage i 
HE round of fiſhing through the year, and different 
manner of ir, ſome particulars of which are + applica to the 


N f coaſt of Scotland, are theſe: 


In January the haddock has roe, is in good condition, and 
ordinarily comes on the coaſt in ſqualls. Towards March, 
the ſmall flat fiſh, ſalt fluke, and plaiſe, are in their prime 
on the ſand bottom. After May, the haddock recruited, and 
the whiting good, are taken in moderate quantities, and 
few turbot. From November, the cod, in beſt ſtate, is 
catched on the rocky ground. This is the fiſhing with the 
ſmall line, and takes place at different diſtances, but common- 
ly not far from land. The quantity of line found ſufficient 
for a man to manage at ſea and ſhore, contains 36 ſcores 
720 hooks, (in ſummer a few more), one yard diſtant from 
each other other, on ſnoods of horſe hair, value 15 8.—The 
next fiſhing is with the dog line. In Auguſt frequently the 
lea-dog, that voracious fiſh, conſuming all before it, comes to 
4 and 3 leagues from ſhore, ſometimes nearer, and is taken in 
Fophdcrable quantities ; 20 iclding, .v when good, one Scotca 
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oY Neg. 2: 
pint of oil {Us d. or 18.) from the liver ; and the Gſh being 
fold to country people, or dried for uſe. A ſtronger line, 
with larger books, for this fiſhing, contains 24 ſcores, 480% 
ard diſtant, and coſts 10s,—The laſt fiſhing is with the 
great line. From March or April, as the weather permits, 
it commences. After catching ſmall fiſh for bait, the fiſner- 
men go off farther into the ſea, to two and ſeveral more 
kagues from ſhore, to find the larger ſpecies. The ling is 2 
firſt in good ſtate, then the hollobut, (here called turbot), 
and afterwards the ſkate in May and June. Large cod, cal- 
led keilling, are alſo got in ſpring and ſummer. The line 
for all theſe is of conſiderable ſtrength, and contains, at 2 
fithoms diſtance from each other, on ſnoods of one fathom, 
3 ſcores, 60 large hooks, in value 255s.—Por the ſmall fiſh | 
they uſe a yaul 17 feet long, 71. value, dividing ſometimes | 
for deſpatch into two parties, and taking i in a young or old 8 
man when they go ſhort way from ſhore. But to the dog- 
fiſhing they uſe a boat 23 feet long, by 9 fully wide, with 2 
ſmall maſts and ſails, 151. in value, and have 6 men. In 
this lender veſfel, in which they ſeek the larger fiſh towards 
ſunmer, they venture off, with compaſs, to the bank, 14 or 
I; leapues from land, and draw their lines twice or thrice 
belore they return. 

From the ſtatement it appears, a fiſherman needs only 
21, 108. for lines; and this ſmall outſet, ſometimes leſs, NE Ws 
enables him, at the age of 19 or 20, to gain bread as well as : 
lis father, and therefore to marry” and raiſe a _— which 
bon he generally does. 

The bait for the ſmall fiſh is the limpet, gathered vhally | 
by the children from the rocks; the ſand eel, dug out of the 
and, or caught behind the meſhes of a net by baſkets; a 
vorm got in the ſand, Jug ; ſome offals from the butcher- 
Warket ſalted, and the muſcle, They go to Montroſe, ſome = 

es | . 
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206 | Statiſtical Account ; 
4 of them twice or thrice in the Bae and brug! a load 
of the boat, at the expence of above 21. to each crew, 2 
every time. The muſcles, caſt upon the rock where the 
tide overflows, hold if the weather be ſettled, and remain til 
uſed. If a ſtorm prevents them catching hold, and alte 
| they are expended, it coſts a fiſherman from 3 d. to 8 d. fn 
others each time he goes to ſea; and this often in the winter 
when the fiſhing of January failing, as it has done theſe ſere. 
ral years, he will not gain more than their value. The di. 
ſion of the catch is one equal ſhare to a man, after a ſeventh 
for the boat. The fiſh are carried to Aberdeen markes, 


e they bring a price double what it was 30 years fince, 


7 but MINE. Frith. the qualitys the RR, and en, 


| Shell Fi 7 ——Abogt. tos years 280, a. new method 1 wh 
| brought in at the Cove for catching the lobſter, which i 


: good in ſpring, and the crab, which becomes ſo in ſummer, 
A baſket, 5 feet long, 2 feet wide, nearly a cylinder, cutting 


a good ſection off for a baſe, is formed of plain wood, in lits 
for the bottom, and of hoops for the curve, netted ove, 
From the ends the net-work is wrought inward into a nat 
row entrance for the fiſh, bait being hung within to entic 
it. It is ſunk with a weight, having a rope and buoy, Thc 
crab enters, falls down, and cannot get out. To the eff 
of this ſimple machine, which coſts 10s, 6 d. they attribut 
the cloathing of their families after the hardſhips of 17853 
and ſome following years. That for lobſters is of leſs ſit; 
and ſunk near the rock foot. From 12 at night, in ſummer, 
to ſeveral hours into morning, the fiſherman goes out to {a 
lays his line at dawn, which is the beſt time for the fiſhing, 
at ilack of ebb or flow, when the current of tide does not 
impede, and returns with his catch. Then he draws bi 
cereels for thell-fiſh, 'The woman, who has been from 30 

| | O cloc 


delock c 
the fiſh 1 
to houſe! 
of age, | 
ceſſary e: 
manner 
feven pal 
ſme late 
dependec 
mencem 
have bee 
fleet fror 
filhing ! 
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have paid 
families, 


Maris 
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the begir 
rather tl 
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part of t 


Kelp, 
years on 
dition fo 
II tons, 
joung w 


leet, 


M, any 


„ M . 5 a7 


vclock carrying home fuel, or — at the decke, bears 


the fiſh to market, 5 miles diſtance to ſome, and comes back 


to houſehold affairs. A boy or girl, from 10, I2, to 14 years 
of age, has been employed in gathering bait. After the ne- 


cefſary expences of bait and lines, a man in this hazardous 


manner of life, with his wife and child, has gained in theſe ; 
feven paſt unfavourable years, ſcarce 101, annually, During = 
ſome later months of winter, the ſubſiſtence of the family has 
depended much on the work of the females. Since the com- 
mencement of the American and French war 1778, 24 men 


have been impreſſed or entered to ſerve their country in the 


feet from the fiſher families. In theſe late armaments, their 
fiſhing has been interrupted from fear of their young men 
bring ſeized 3 and to procure 10 men, inſtead of one from 
ach boat, who have been demanded from them, the crews _ 
have paid 106 I. 14 s. which exhauſted the ſubſtance of ſome : 


288 and * * a cove: on others. 


Ae Plantr.—To help WY maintenance, the fiſher 
vomen at times, and alſo ſome women of the country, from 
the beginning of ſummer, go to the rocks at low tide, and 


gather the fucus palmatus, dulſe; Fucus eſculentus, badderlock ; 


and fucus pinnati adus, pepper dulſe, which are reliſhed 1 in this 


A of whe dente e and — them. | 


FIR EY * bladder - fucus, grows up in three 
fears on the rocks round the Neſs and Bay chiefly, to a con- 


dition for being cut, dried, and burned into kelp. In 1791, 
11 tons, of a fine quality, were made by 33 women, moſtly 
young 1 9 at 8 d. 89 day, with the direction of an over- 


ſeer. 


Manzfacture.— The whole female part of the pariſh, when 
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not 50 by theſe engagements, or baden the moſs 
and domeſtic affairs, work at knitting woollen ſtockings, the 


materials of which they generally receive from manufacturer 

in Aberdeen. The work of the few tradeſmen and Other 

1 n for the accommodation of the people. 

Ĩ) he male children of the land people, from g and 10 year 

old, often herd cattle in ſummer, and thoſe of all attend 
ſchool | in winter. The RE chlcren learn = ether to 
knit — to . 


| Pultion—Births, at an n average, for 17 years from 167 
to 1691, ' „ 8 s — 
— _— - for 9 years, 150 1748 to 1756, 8 
— for g years, from 1783 to 179, * 
In the laſt 13 proportion of males to females, 15 to 15, 

Average of marriages for 8 years of laſt period , 10. þ 

Dr Webſter's liſt, in 1755, the numbers were en at * 
ſouls. In 1791 , ſouls 1090. 


— — 


Number and proportion of males to females, at differen pe- 
riods of life, 


_ Male. Fen. Ao. Tit 

10 2 villages, to 10 yearn of age, 62 50 12 males 11 

"= ln 16 2" — Jy v8 3 fem. 11} 
c — to N 73 101 28 fem. 1/4 
— — to 70 - ht w—— 0... 7. | 7 fem, b 
— — De No Rs 14 : 20 6 fem. 4 


Carried over, Total, 234 266 — 


* ages being regiſtered Frequently | in 3 oarilh where 
the woman reſides, renders the view of them fallacious, excep! 
a diltrit, wherein they all may have been, is taken in. 


Lan. 
have h 
childre 
of age, 
huſban 
nearly 
1623 f 


Div 
houſes 
others 
dent, 2 
Perſon: 
EM 
Cottag, 
vants, 
iſhers, 
maſons 

Vor 


— — 


marriages: 


"$7: land N 405 e 3 3 each. 
42 fiſher families, 314 children, nearly 72 each. 


1623 nds in the une mile. 


Diviſon,—Two heritojs not reſident; Several feuert of 
houſes in Torry and ſmall pieces of ground, ſome reſident, 


others not; 5 feuers of conſiderable lots and ground, 2 reſi- 
dent, 2 partly, 1 not. | 


Perſons farming land, from 301. to 461. rent, * 8 


1— 


ä 


1 EASE: 


rants, 51; female ſervants, 5 1; ſalmon fiſhors, 233 ſea 
iſhers, old and young, 83; ; labourers, 47; quarriers, 173 
maſons, 2; dykers, E butchers partly, 3 33 ſhopkeepers, 2 


Yor, VII. Da or 


5 Ma . Exceſs. Tet. 
".., Brought over, . 234 266 ,» ,,. 500. 
Inhecountry, t to 10 Lone of age, 59 71 12 fem. 130 
886 74 18 fem. 130 
PFF... oy TO 
ta — to 70 ——= 39 39 e . 
% 20-13 7 maleq, 1.33 


In whole, 497 593 96 1 1990 
The families, who may be looked upon as having complet- 
ed their number, have had children by OO. or former 


- Land families, or pairs of country people married who 

| have had no children, 7; fiſher families, who have had no 

| children, o. Males married, 203 unmarried, from 20 years 
of age, 51 3 widowers, 9 * widows, of whom 8 had their 
huſbands drowned, 523 1090 perſons are in 265 houſes, 

I nearly 45 to each houſe. In 3375 Acres, the x te | 
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— ditto from 5 l. to 20 ˖. rent, „ 
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* 2” a ">. 
8 
— Rs 
. J 1 


2 EET PE "os «7 —_ R 
FFF 
. n 
Zim 
"2 
— 


— 
* 


2 1 
* 


9 r For 2 et} - 

oye x fa r 

PT 
ot : 1 tt a RAT ES Dir _ 


— 

Ten re ²˙Ußlͤ ³ & 
n r 

* 


Sr 
bY „ —_—_— 55 


” 10 CT Statiſtical Account 7 


or 3 ; taylors, 33  blackſmiths, 4; ſhoe ind harneſs-maken, 


23 carpenters, 3; ſeamen, 43 ferrymen, 2; cuſtom-houſe 


officers, 2; cartwright, 1; houſe-carpenter, 1; miller, 1, 
a One miniſter, 2 ſchoolmaſters, one a ſtudent of divinity. Sece. 
ders, above 18 years of age, 13; Epiſcopalians, 13; Roman 

| Catholics, 8; and ſome who go ſeldom to any place of worſhip, 

Among the land people, there has been a great migration, 

Pare moſtly down the country towards the coaſts ; very little a 
mong the fiſhers, No land man becomes a fiſher, | From 
this place, ſome go to learn handicrafts, to manufaQures, and 
abroad. Since 1778, 70 have been, for a longer or ſhorter 
time, ſailors; 44 have ſerved in the fleet. Several natives 
have applied to ſhip- building and commerce, with ſpirit and 

| ſucceſs. owe Arden themletves to —— e 


Kent. —The valued rent is 1 13603 1. 68. Scots; the ad 


rent, about gool. Sterling. Rent of houſes, and fued land 


in Torry, is about gol. Land, on the ſide near Aberdeen, 
is let from 21. 12s. 6d. per acre downward ; for potatoes, 


ploughed, with a little afliſtance of carriage, for a crop at 6], 
at a medium t) hrough the pariſh, at 208.3 poor ground 


lower. 


* Ronde, „ "the divikon of the parity many lines of 
ood have been formed, at the expence of the feuers, and with 


the ſtatute lahour; but node ſubſtantially completed. 


"Bt RE neat from fome. renalader of 1 md from 


moſſes in the pariſh of Banchory Devenick, with ſome turk, 
and a few coals, tlie people are expenbively ſerved. 


Alebouſes here are 8 or 9 enen too many: :—but 


the pallages over the river at the ferry and bridge occation 
ſome; 


ſome; 


Ecclh 
ancient! 
houſe 0 
cent. 
of 52 | 
lowance 
The gl 
a falary 
and wit 
liſh, an 
He is 
ſchooln 
ſchool, 
Above 


Poor. 
caſional 
above 8 
lupply : 
to the x 


being 4 


Weekly 
Collecti 
Seat ret 
For the 

cha 


Alter 8 


Ns . 


ſome; and that ls conſtitutes a part of the diet of : a fiſher- | 


man, Ore others. 


Feel ie State —The crown is patron. The hard: 
anciently called St. Fiacer Church, and the north- eaſtmoſt 
houſe of the pariſh, was built before this century, and is de- 
cent. The manſe was built 1759. The ſtipend, conſiſting 
of 52 bolls bear and meal, together with the money and al- 


lowance for communion elements, may be reckoned 801. 


The glebe of 10 acres incloſed, 181. The ſchoolmaſter has 


a ſalary of $1. 65. 8 d. as ſeſſion clerk and precentor, 21.; 
and with perquiſites and dues of teaching, 1 8. 6 d. for Eng- 
liſh, and 2 8. for writing and arithmetic, may complete 20 l. 


He is accommodated with a ſchool- houſe and garden. A 


ſchoolmaſter at the Cove, 3 miles diſtant from the parochlal 


ſchool, has the ſame accommodation, with a ſmall gratulty. 


Above 7o are taught, ee ſome | by women. 


Rr. The EP Oy 4 thoſe requir ing ſtated neln 'Y, or OC- 
caſional ſupply, is 25, none of whom beg, except one who is 
above 80, goes a little about, fr om habit. he funds kor their 
ſupply are, intereſt of 50 l. of which 27 I. 15 8. 6 d. was left 
being 40 years Epitcopal miniſter here, was ejected, 1716, 

| | es 8 
W. 15 collections, above 58. each week, V 
Collections at the communiions.”.- nn 5 4 
deat rents of a gallery built with the Poor's s money, 4 12 
for the uſe of the mort- cloth, and other jources t 
charity, „„ | 6 


| 2 8 
after payment of the ſeſſion- clerk, officer, and ſome other 
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| ſmall burdens, this ſum is diſtributed among the poor, who 


are ſatisfied. They underſtand their effects, at death, to be. 


long to the funds; ; but this is rather a preventive of j impro. 
per application, than any ſource of emolument, there being 
ſeldom occaſion to demand hoarded ſubſtance from relations. 
In 1783, by the exertions of charity within the pariſh, with 


a {ſmall allowance of meal from government, the poor were 


: ſupplied, and ſome families extraordinarily helped, without 
That ſeaſon increaſed the ſpi 
rit of induſtry, repreſſed intemperance, and introduced, by 


_ encroachment on the funds. 


Importation, ſome new and earlier kinds of oats into this 
country In 178), three fiſhermen, loſt off the Cove, left 


widows, children, and depending relatives, for whom, beſides 
the collections in this and the neighbouring pariſh, a ſub- 


ſcription was opened in Aberdeen, and, from the generous 


Humanity of perſons there, and ſome others, near 60 J. were 


_ contributed. In 1790, 6 men periſhed, leaving 5 widows 
and 2c children, one half helpleſs, for whom, by the her 
tors, by collections in the neareſt pariſhes, and principally i 

= Aberdeen, above 1311. were contributed. Both theſe ſums, 

under the management of ſome gentlemen, do afford an ail 

5 ; Half yearly to the poor families ; and the children are taught 

and inured to induſtry, promiſing to fill the place of their 
Fathers in an uſeful, and not caſily ſupplied employment. In 

vicw to the helpleſs conditi ion of a ſiſherman in old age, anf 

ſavings through life being almoſt unknown to him, i in 17722 

plan was propoſed to the fiſhers i in Torry, to give in 28. 6d, 

each, and 1 8. aunually; : tome captains of ſhips, and others, 
adding a little g There was an odd 2 d. in the 
diviſion of their 'pilotape fare, which they added. By the 


oratuitouſly, 


attent; on of ſome gentlemen, natives of this place, the mo- 
ney, allowed to accumulate on intereſt, without diſtributio!) 


for 10 years, has riſen to 170 l. and 11 I. are annuafly . 
? ed; 


ed; 1058 
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ed; 108. to each old man, and 7s. 1 d. to each widow; every 
half year. The odd 2 d. formerly kept for a drink to the 


crew, has been the principal ſource of increaſe ; the means 


of a little enjoyment, perhaps of intemperance, becoming - 
the ſupply of indigence. A fimilar infetution has been com- 


menced lately at the Cove. 


Cylon, —In the month of May, many of the 3 ranks | 
from around the adjacent city, come to drink of a well in 


the Bay of Nigg, called Downy-well; and proceeding a little 


farther, go over a narrow paſs, The Brigg of ae Hair *, to 


Downy-hill, a green iſland in the ſea, where young people 
cut their favourites names in the ſward. 
remains of ſome ſuperſtitious reſpect to the fountain, and re- 
treat of a reputed ſaint, gone into an innocent amuſement, 


The Bay, from the corruption probably of his name, was for- = 
merly called San Fittick's Bay +. On the ſudden death of 
their relations, or fear of it, by the ſea turning dangerous, 


| the fiſher people, eſpecially the females, expreſs their forrow 


by exclamation of voice, and geſture of body, like the eaſtern 


nations, and thoſe 1 in early ſtate of civilization. = 


Antiquities — Whatever purpoſe cairns may have ſerved, 


the two principal ones here could have anſwered well for 


watch towers, and kindling fires on them to advertiſe t+- 


country, on the approach of hoſtile ſhips. 


Afew years ago, in removing the green ſod of the eaſtmoſt of 
4 {mall conical hills, above the inner entrance of the harbour, 
there was found a broad covering ſtone, two ſide ſtones above 


two feet long, and two end ſtones ſhorter, without mark of 
inſtrument, 


50 Bridge of one hair. 


I Sanctus Fitticus, or Monſutucus, perhaps, 


It ſeems to be the 
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oats. _ Timely rain may recover it ; if not, it comes to no 
| farther maturity, and the ſtraw is little fit for uſe, being t 
lakative. This harm is called blaſting. By the temporary 
and exceſſive gain in bringing to ſhore prohibited goods, to 


money, m muſt, in the end „generally be thr own in to the poor; 
in the Infirmary of Aberdeen, in the collestions made for t, 


have ſuffered much. To ue ns ſuch moneys 
there 15 inhumanity. : 


laying out as much, or more, for muſcle-bait, than they £2 


inſtrument, and within them an urn 6 inches high, forme; den pre 


of dark baked earth, with a yellowiſh cruſt, figured fingy, Wi the fiſhe 
| Lately the remaining ruins of an edifice, belonging to the A0. of men, 
bey of Arbroath, were dug up, on the upper part of the i to gain | 
; Harbour. A burial ground was nigh. Silver pieces, ſtruck addition 
on Jueen Mary's marriage, 15 59. and others, were found, feet for 
S It retains the name of Abbot's Walls. | e ſubſtitut 


85 of their 
F the northern part 161 the bank, FR their ga 


the ſea, and facing i it, in the beginning of harveſt, ſome years rior no! 
the wind, in a fouth-eaſt ſtorm, carries the ſea {| pray up gu- buance, 
lies, and over the fate of the rock, and ſome ſalt dew, a con- hare be 
ſiderable way on the land, which hurts the crop of ripenag ion to 


milies ot 
promiſin 
open to 
ol bait, 
which the ſeafaring people here are little tempted now, ro the fleet 
1:!;d e was made; it commonly has been pent to their which ir 


2:45: prejudice: And when one has been hurt in the emplor- tes, 


ba has been left to languiſh neglected. The poor hae ses of 
ral 7 5 | | * | = 1 = 5 6 2 1 e 
:ultaine2, for many years paſt, the loſs of 5 per cent. on the recovera 


vVeckly collections, by bad copper. Such coin being at lef uoducec 


recovera 
Ciſtant f 
ter a li 
could de 
courſe te 
ne han 
Dutch 4 


odſerve 


refuſed, by thoſe who, ſor juſt debt, have a right to good 


who, in this part of the country, with the ſupport of the fick 


When the fiſhing of January fails, the Gihers are put to 


ſevere hardſhips in the laſt winter months; ef acially the . 
elves, Vi 


in, di RE; . | „ace 
gain, diſcourages them from going to ſea ſo frequent v, or-“ 


17 * 
- — 
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well prepared a8 they might do. Indeed the condition of 


the fiſhers on this coaſt needs to be relieved, A hardy race 

of men, more prolific than any other, ſo cheaply out-fitted 
to gain bread and raiſe a family, employed in bringing in an 
additional quantity of food, affording ſuch a number to the 


leet for our common defence, and piving ſuch a ſum for 


ſübltitutes of one from each boat; they certainly deſerve 


of their country, and do efſential ſervice. At the ſame time, 


their gain for a livelihood, were they ſenſible of it, is infe- 


rior now to that of many other ways of life; and by conti- 


nuance, they may be tempted, as ſome of them elſewhere 


have been, to change it for the chance of another. In ad- 
dition to ſuch generous and humane exertions for their fa- 
milies on diſaſter, as have already been made, ſome means 


promiſing benefit ſeem to be theſe: To preſerve the coaſt 
oven to them for bait ; to make the muſcle, for the purpoſe . 


of bait, cheap; to order the number required from them for 


the fleet, ſo as to put them no more in fear of impreſſing, 
wich interrupts their buſineſs; nor to ſuch expence for ſub- 


litutes, which has opprefled their families; to render the 
wages of thoſe who have died on board his Majeſty's ſhips 
recoverable at a low expence, which, it is hoped, the bill in- 
uoduced by Mr Dundas will do; and to make prize- money 
recoverable, An experiment might be made to improve the 
liſtant fiſhery. If a few decked veſſels, which could wea- 
ther a little rough ſea, were employed on the bank, the boats 
could depoſit their cargoes with them, and could have re- 


durſe to them in danger, while the crews might fiſh with 
me hand line, The fiſhers preſently fee 2, 5, 7, and more 
Dutch ſhips at a time on this bank ſo engaged; and they 


erve them catching many more cod and ling than them- 
klves, which they attribute to the bait being hung at ſome 
"Nance from the bottom by the hand-line, where theſe fiſh 

ſwim; 


2 
GGG 
3 8 Io hy 28 : "Ga 1 17 led > 
ws „ Ar FS r „ 9 7 or AE 
Mrs 4d 4nd ge EF Yb ee, CORO tt — — 


„ IFD 
e ere 


2 2 7 
© x 2 * . 
. . PR b rx id or > Hg r , - 8 - ER 5 
r F 5 ” _ 4 4 a, Pre 7 wee. 20; — A — 1 
een UE” rf —— * 2 8 . = Pe 2 WET : EIT 8 2 KEV Y * „N 
— 1 3 5 > SEATTLE... KR Pe X E Der 4 * * 1 - 
EIS bÞ 4c adn bo 8 RE 1 Fu r 266 3 4 . gy x of as 
= 2 by . 29 g q 


* 
— 5 — — 2 2 
n * 


* 
8 
Wl 


5 
5 
N 
+7. 
$58 
7 1 
og 
T4 
4 
. 
111 
[$i 
$7.3 \ 
118 
1 4 
"2% - 
» 
U 
2 
4 
7 5 
IO 
mL. 7 9 1 
>. 


PR 
—_— 
* 
148 
» 9 1 
2 
2 
72 THESES 
„ a 
— 2 þ- 
Tv = 
4 4 
A " 
4% * 
2 
5 1 x 
e 
SS 
8 * 
Fi 
4 22 
* Re” 
8488 N 
2 
— TR» I 
1. AF 
” xy 
\ 
ng 
n 
1 
ww 
FE. 
4 
\ (+ 9 
1.4 z 
Jr Is 
PSY * 
e 
* = 
LS. 
1 e 
& 
% 

\ i 
* * 
Ce 
\. 

_ - 

7 Fs oo 

> & 
: 0 
5 8 
: 
s 
* 1 
* 
I 
"ks 
; 
oi 
* 
IS 
"+ of — 
AL] 1 
e 
4 . 
* 
1 
5 , 
= © 
$ > 1 
„ W. 
993 
3 
- 2 
Bus =o 
a 
N. 
RAY 
ME 25 
* * 
rn 
TSX! 
FRM 
1 
3 
. 
"Sz 
i NN 
"PP 
e 
1.94 
My 
* Ly 
* 5 
* 971 
5 5 xv — 
bs 
CARS 
©, - rs 
4 
1 
LI 
2 5 
ZN 
. 
1 
* 
FX 
8 i 
* 1 
* 
_—_— 
3. 
Br 
"I 
We 
* 
3 
3 168 
1 
1 4 
* 
1 
iS; 
$2 
HS" 
. 
8 
— 
63 
a1 F 
. 
* 3 
4 hy 
2 $ 
« * 
189 
14 
e 
1.0 
9 4 
* $42 
2 
# 
"81 
* 
9 
< 
4 
1 
* = 
; +4 
az 
" 1 
WS 4 


A 14 * * * 
* l 
EI on FD iS 
- * > TN 


e eee 
4 * e 
— idler in GS 
EE: at God: N 
2 


P 
r 0 ar Ae was + ba * * 
5 n "8 3 4.4 
3 EY "ET 5 * 1 7% "ht i © 
RES 8 1. #> 


ep ff 4 


£ 
— — 59s 222 — e 5 A 
927 4 ey RAN . Wee N "4 e 
— tn” th * * HW Y FR n * 2 
Þ 2 „ 74. 2 - — 
. 4 


— 
ng We coal 5 r 
* ; 
— ——— — —— —ũ 
— 3 * 5 
Aa 


—_ 5 * 


wo 00 en . £ 
e 


* 2 1 


— nt 3 * * — 2 = 


n 
„ 


— 2 


- * dars 3 i 
ot Es 2 — £ | 
» — \ 1 
nner t Ms "> * — es 
* * * 3 - * 5 . * 
5 * 8 - * "2,29 Hg 
L - wants wart * * NR omg — — r 
** - 3 $ 0 


. * 
n : 4 
1 

— * 

. — 


ad” 


* 


— 12 one fue 
8 4 : 
Mts Of In erg x me) orgs Ia 
& _ 2 


— on 
DIE. hes 
_ 


nns 
- wa 


—— — — 
P 5 
_ n IS 
— > NENTY 
Wy 3 Ip 
— 5 £8. - 


+ 
3 
„ 


3 


— 


63 


1 


* r — 
n . * ES 
- - — 
8 . 


x ren. Lone 


£6. TA A 


Er OL CIOs 
a. « . —— 

5 „ 3 

* 5 64 * > 


4 — . 
3 


2 


A 


8 Tollo-hill, might be the conſequence, _ 


£16 pes  Statj iftical lla 


ſwim; ; while their own ground lines are fitter for hs, ſpirit 
; are and . which N 185 che bottom. 9 OY the Co 
ing to | 
. | Melirgtion—The city of Abirdevn is Kemrhed i in by th with hi 
| ſea on the eaſt, by Old Aberdeen on the north, and by the ſorrow 
river Dee on the ſouth: It is only open, for any extent, u © toge 
the weſt. Hence the high rent of land around it, perha iſ his exa 
among the higheſt in the kingdom. It has been often men cout of 
| tioned, that eaſy acceſs to this pariſh, by a bridge over the 15 
Dee, at the neareſt proper ſituation, might enlarge the ſpace 
of gardening ground. It would certainly tend, in a hig 
degree, to meliorate the northern ſide of this pariſh. Per 
| haps a road to the ſouth, leſs ſteep than the preſent one ey 


The quarries have hurt ſome parts of the hill but t ther 
T3 remains a conſiderable range of paſture for ſheep, and the 
introduction of as many as it will carry ſeems neceſſary for 
: filling ſuch a waſte, and for the improvement of the country 
Without a melioration of the roads, horſes will be able to de 
80 little on them in winter; even people can hardly com 
LD through the weitern part of them to church; ſome do not. 


"Glen —The people, on TY white, are not defedin 
in underſtanding, and are very induſtrious, They are decent 
content with their lot, ſober, and charitable : , It were to de 
wiſhed that their imprefiions of religion were dec per. No 
| crime, of a heinous nature, has been committed in the me. 
mory of any living. Among the fiſhers, A ſtrife of words 
may be at a time, which is ſoon laid ; 3 they are ready to ſeix 
any thing in the ſea, whoſe owner is not aſcert: ained, not to 
| plunder the wreck ; but of taking a muſcle trom the ſea- bel 
of another, or keeping back a penny of the common fiſh, a 


Luſpicion. \ was never heard. They are not deſtitute of tif 
ſpit 
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to the bottom of 
with hazard from the fame danger, oppreſſed by toil, and 


ſorrow at the ſpectacle, when one of them ſaid, « We live 
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« together, let us die together; and rouſing his fellows by 
his example, run down, launched a boat, and reſcued three 


out of the four periſhin g people. 
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NUMBER XX, 
PARISH or BELNELVIE, 


(Cay 7 Aberdeen. —Preſbytery and Synod f ir 
hae deen.) 3 


By the Reverend Mr il DER JoHN ForsrTH, 


Situation. | 


"HIS pariſh i is fituated i in that diviſion of the 1 o 
” Aberdeen called Formartin, which diviſion includes all 
the Jands on the ſea coaſt nen the rivers s Don and Ich. 


| Appearance and Soil. To 1 a Hinge ho travels on \ either 
of the two principal roads in this pariſh, the appearance of 
the ground is very unfavourable, as he will ſee little but 
heath and ſtones ; notwithſtanding which, this pariſh, part. 
cularly on the ſea coaſt, contains many acres of naturally ver 
fertile land, and capable of producing heavy crops of wheat, 
being a rich loam and clay. However, there is but lite 
wheat ſown, owing to improvements here being in their in- 
fancy, and to the difficulty « of diſpoſing of it, from the bakers 
in Aberdeen obſtinately preferring Engliſh flour (though of- 


tien not ſo good) to the flour of wheat produced in their of! 


country, Beſides a ſmall quantity of wheat and flax, this 
pariſh produces great crops of oats, bear, turnip, potatoes 
Kc. The grain does much more than ſupply the inhabitams 


aud the overplus i is {ent to the Aberdeen market. 
| | Along 
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Along the ſea coaſt the Galli is ſandy, and "ION of rocks 1 14 


lttle farther up it is a deep black mould or loam, and —4 
rich clay. The weſt part of the pariſh is moſſy, and wet in 
ſome parts; and in other parts dry and rocky, and not ſo 
much calculated for improvement as the eaſt part. There 
are hardly any old trees in this diſtrict, except a few ſtrag- 
gling maples ( acer pſeudo platanus ) and aſhes, which have 
been planted near the houſes, of which the firſt ſeems to 


bear the ſea air beſt. But there have been great foreſts of 


wood in the moſſes ; and, even below the downs, the ſoil is 
of a moſſy nature, and has been full of wood. The trees in 
the moſſes ſeem to have been all oak and allar, except ſome 
fr found in the moſt weſterly parts of the pariſh. About 


two miles from the ſea the oaks have been moſt numerous, 


and have grown to the largeſt ſize, Near the ſea there has 
been little elſe but allar ; and, though ſome of theſe trees 
are found below the benty hillocks, yet they have been ſmall 
in compariſon of thoſe a little farther up. The allars, in 
general, are much decayed, but the oaks are found almoſt. 


quite ſound, buried under the moſſes. Some of the heritors 


are making a few plantations, which are thriving, but require 
much trouble, as will always be the caſe in an open country 


poſed. to the winds, of Valar when ſituated near the ſea. 


3 the advantageous fitua- 
tion of this pariſh on the ſea coaſt, it has long lain in a ſtate 
of nature, owing to particular circumſtances. | A great part 
of the pariſh, under the name of the eſtate of Belhelvie, be- 
longed to the Earl of Panmuir, being forfeited in 1715, was 


purchaſed by the York-Building Company. Short leaſes 


were univerſally granted, and no improvements of conſe- 


quence took place, If the tenant improved with lime, which 
ery ſeldom happened, he took care, when his leaſe was 


near 
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Y 220 | Statiſtical Account 


near expired, to take ſo many crops of oats as to leave his 


ground in as bad, if not in a worſe ſtate than when he got it, 


And it was likewiſe a general method to pare and-burn the 


. moſſy ground, which gave a temporary manure, at the ex. 


pence of the ſoil. This eſtate was in 1782 ſold before the 
Court of Seffion, in terms of an act of Parliament, The 
| managers of the ſale divided it into 16 different lots. It was 


expoſed at 24 years purchaſe, amounting to 22, 963 l. 18. 8d, 


Sterling, and ſold for no leſs a ſum than 30,745 Sterling. 
Since that time, a rapid improvement has taken place both | 
| In that eſtate and other parts of the pariſh. Long leaſes, of. 


ten 57 years, are given; and the ground, of courſe, is af. 


ſuming a different appearance. The tenants who have got 
the long leaſes are uſing quantities of lime, and throwing 
great parts of their ground into graſs and turnip. Even the 
petty crofters, with liferent or 19 years leaſes, have their 
patches of ſown graſs, turnip, and Potatoes; . and winter 
| herding is univerſally eſtabliſhed, which was known of late 


years only in this country. A great bar to improvement, 


high multures, are moſtly taken away and the perſonal ſer. 


vices paid in the pariſh are very trifling, and in, ſome places 


. quite aboliſhed, The greateſt drawback to improvement ſtil 
remaining is the caſting, drying, and leading of peats or fuel 
which conſumes a great part of the ſummer time that might 
be much better employed, and will continue to do ſo while 
the price of coals is ſo greatly enhanced by a duty which 


G produces i in the north of Scotland very little revenue to G0- 


vernment, and yet falls heavy on thoſe who pay i, bent 
= it is both a partial and an oppreſſive tax. 5 
The wages of a day-labourer is 8 d. ſometimes gd. a a diy; 
and as, in general, they are but indolent workmen, their paſ- 
ment is not ſo ſmall, as it will appear to thoſe who reſide in 


England, The women employ themſelves in knitting ſtock- 
| | | | ing 


| jngs, to 
ſedentat 
more ad 


Rent. 
adjoinin 
crofts, 1 
large fa 
There: 
The 6 
of value 
Scots. 
York-B 
the ten: 
upon pr 


Chur 
32 bolls 
" acres, 
of {effic 
whole, 
allowan 


Popul 
In 1791 
males, 
20 32 
betweer 
are of 
theſe h 
and 63 
compar 
joined 


/ Belbelvir· 5 1 
ns 1 vhich work they are much attached. Al this 


ſedentary life ſubjects them to nervous W which 2 
more wie life Would prevent. e 


Rent—As hs work fring ia this perth than is the 
adjoining ones, a great part of the land is divided into ſmall 
crofts, for which more rent is paid in proporti on than for the | 1 


large farms; and the crofters ſubſiſt moſtly by day- labour. 


| There are 16 heritors in the pariſh, 4 of whom reſide in it. 
The 6 principal heritors have from 500 l. to near 700 l. Scots 
of valued rent each. The valued rent is 4469 l. 13s. 4d. 


Scots. The real rent is greatly increaſed ſince the ſale of the 


= roars tenures. Es 


allowance oy ſo uſeful a amber ol e. 


Pepulation —in 75 8. the e were rated at 147 [. 
In 1791, they amounted to no more than 1318, being 586 


vined from the ſeſſlon-book a note of the number of bap- 
OY . | tiſms 


York-Building Company's eſtate ; notwithſtanding which, 
the tenants are much more thriving, as b they do not ä 


Church ad School, —The Werd amounts to 721. W 5 
32 bolls of meal, and 15 bolls of bear, with a glebe of about 
7 acres. The ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter, including his office 
of ſeffion-clerk, is about 9 J. Sterling; and he may draw in 
whole, including perquiſites, about 161, per annum ; a ſmall | 


males, and 732 females z of which number, 5 12 are under 
20, 324 between 20 and 40, 270 between 40 and 60, 180 
between 60 and 80, and 32 above 80 years of age. There 
are of married people, widows, and widowers, 337 3 and 
theſe have had, in all, 1 189 children, of whom 556 are ſons, 
and 633 ee wen In order to make a more complete 
compariſon of the preſent and paſt population, there is ſub- 
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4 tiſms far ten years, commencing in 1 627 and: of bil 
marriages, and deaths, for ten years, commencing in 1500 
and 1780. The account of the baptiſms ſince 1780 may nu 
be perfectly exact; becauſe, ſince the duty was laid upon the 
wo regiſtration of their names, ſome have e to * then 
5 regiſtered, but they are not ys Kee ow. 
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PARISH or BALMACLELLAN. 


ba of Kirkeudbright Precht ylery 7 Kirkeuds 


* of Calloway. 43 


H the Reverend Mr Janes Tr0M50x. 


| Name, Er. | 


This clan was at one time fo reſpectable and 1 numerous, 


that 13 knights of the name of Maclellan are ſaid to have 


lived at the lame time, poſſeſſed of property in the different 


_ diftricts | | 


* That is, the frath o or dales by the ſide of the Kenn. The 


2 remaining pariſhes of the diſtrict are Dalry, Kells, and 


-rlephairn, 


243 


Y ALMACLELLAN is one of the four parilhls f in the | 
northern diſtrict of the ſtewartry of Kirkcudbright, 
commonly known by the name of Glenkens . This pariſh, 
like ſome others in different parts of our iſland, ſeems to 
have derived its name from its ancient proprietors. A con- 
fderable branch of the family of Maclellans having, till lately, 
for ſeveral centuries poſſeſſed the lands contiguous to the 
church and village, are ſuppoſed to have transferred their 
name to their property : So that Bal in the Gaelic language, 
is is believed, implying a townſhip or manor, the compound- 
ed name Balmaclellan will therefore fignify the manor or 
| townſhip of the Maclellans. 
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dice of Galloway and Nichſdale *. A branch of thi 
clan was afterwards/ennobled by the title of Kirkcudbrigh, 


ee honours remain, but the Dy —— are _ ſince 


_— 9 59 e . res 0G. 


© Boundee—The th cf of Balmaclellan i is of x an oben g " 258 
- The river Kenn forms its weſtern boundary; and Urr, flowing 
from a lake or loch of that name on the eaſtern extremity of 
the pariſh, becomes its march for about two thirds of the 
whole. breadth. The north and ſouthern boundaries are 
marked by rivulets, which, proceeding generally from the 
intervening lakes, fall differently towards the Kenn or Ur. 


enen ke ſurface of the pariſh i is e moor- 
; iſh; and, of the whole, ſcarcely one fourth ſuppoſed arable 
It exhibits more of a level appearance than moſt of the pie 
5 riſhes in its neighbourhood. It is not, however, without it 
eminences, a conſiderable range of pretty high hills ſtretch 
ing themſelves along its northern march. From the top af 
' theſe, although by no means the higheſt in this tract af 
country, in ſerene weather, may be diſcovered the ſea at 20 
miles diſtance, with the larger ſhipping of the Solway Frith, 
objects which, in this inland fituation, deſerve not to paß 
without attention, Towards the land, the country general) 
opens to a range nearly of the ſame extent, preſenting the 
obſerver with a very enlarged, but rugged landſkip. Hills 
riſing behind each other by degrees confound the view, which 
is at laſt terminated by the lofty tops of Goatfield in Arran, 
the hill of Enterkin, and the Cumbrian mountains, ſome ot 
which are not leſs than 60 miles diſtant, 
Of the ſurface of the pariſh, about 60 acres are ſappoſal 
to be covered with wood, and nearly 20 or 25 with water. 


| | 3 Ike 
9 Crawford's Peerage, title Kirkcudbright. 
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The ky chiefly natural, lie leg the banks of the Kern. 
Theſe are well preſerved, and in good condition. Thoſe 
more inland are generally low and ſcrag 289, calculated more 15 
ſor ſhelter than for uſe. The lochs or lakes are five, vari- 
ouſly ſcattered around the hills, plentifully ſtocked either 
with eels, trout, or pike z and ſome with all theſe ſpecies iu 
common. One; in particular, named Lech Brach, although 
of very ſmall extent, is remarkable for an excellent ſort of 
trout, diſtinguiſhed alike for ſize and colour, meaſuring from 5 
9 to 18 inches in length, and * of them wogning 8 or | 


10 FN 3 


two kinds. The firſt, lying along the Kenn, on the weſteru 
fide of the pariſh, is generally dry, light, and gravellith 3 


parts, conſiſts generally of a light, but ſometimes of a deepe- 
moſs, both commonly covered with heath. Of theſe, the 


however, there are interſperſed parcels of a much ſuperior 


veltern fide. On ſuch ſpots the farm-houſes are generally 
ſet down, There they enjoy the benefit of planting abun- 
lance of potatoes, of ſowing a little rye, barley, or oats; but 


| theſe Jaſt moſt frequently in quantities by no means ſufficient 
| for the conſumption of the farm. 1 05 
Vor. VII. | ä ra n 


E Balmaclellan. „%%% rar 225 


Sail and rates —The ſoll of this pain is | chiefly of 


remarkable for its kindlineſs, and needs only the aſſiſtance of 
ſome exciting manure, as lime or marl, to render it produc- ; 
tire of the moſt abundant crops. This ſoil, which compre- 
bends the principal arable part of t he pariſh, generally reaches 
inland to about two miles diſtance from the banks of the 
Kenn, The other, which occupies the middle and eaſtern = 


former is often found mixed with earth, but is commonly ſo _ 
ngged and perplexed with ſtones and rock, as to defy every 
attempt of the plough to better its condition. Even here, 


kind, and but little differing from the ſoil deſcribed on the 
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2 26 e Slatiſtical Account : 


On the north. PP extremity bf the pariſh, where the foil 


; is good, and the roads open, there is one large farm already 


in part covered with lime from Cloſeburn, which has yielded 
crops by no means infe rior to thoſe in 11125 moſt eſteemed 
diſtricts of the country. e 


The crops ] produced i in this pariſh. are chilly oats, rye, 


| barley, and potatoes, the culture of wheat or turnip having 
been but fſellom attempted in this diſtrict. The Plough i 
POE: drawn generally with three, although now frequently 


ith two horſes ; and potatoes are beginning to be planted 
regularly in drills, ſo as 0 admit of the horſe-hoeing culture 
Oa the w hole, in this interior part of the country, a metho- 


dical f ile in farming can yet be reckoned only in its infancy; 


ane i the pariſh, 5 according to the preſent mode of cuſtivation, 


ie not ſuppoſed to grow in iſelf above three f urths of 


te own conſumption. | 
From the deſcription already g given of the ſurkice of th 


pariſh, it wi U be eaſily perceived t! hat the greater part is only 


fir for paſtt rage. The fhcep and black caitle are both eſteem- 


e good, be ing of the true Galloway breed; and there is 


g. eater breed ot Bor ſes in the parifh thai might be expettel 


from the numbers kept. The little labour required in moſt 


of theſe farms added to the cheapneſs of paſture, generally 


G11; poles the farmer to turn ſome of his mares to breed, which 
in two or thise years repays him better than any other way. 


in Wiel 1 10 on h * C employed His capital. From 1 pre: tf 


accura!'s Cc up. at! on, there are ſuppoſed to be 3 in the RY 


8209 theep, 1542 black cattle, 130 horſes, "3 a few goats, al 


not more 15 25 a dozen of wine. 


The valuation of this pariſh in tl 1e county books is 24811. 


Scots; the preſznt rental nearly 1909}, Sterling. 'Ths 


3 6. 
divided among 14 proprietors, of whom only three are ref 


accura 
popul: 
food. 
Males 
Femal 


Marri 
Unma 
Wido' 
Wido 


Of 


count! 


by tlic 
decre; 


The e 


niſhec 
joined 
fire fa 
the n 


ſerved 


name 
rate f. 


of Balmaclellan. - 227 


1 of Kenmore, and Alexander Spalding G 3 s Eſquire : 


of * e of — ; 


3 175 5. ” the gan dere were 524. By a very 
accurate account taken in perſon by the preſent miniſter, the : 
population of the pariſh on the firſt y, of e; 1792 


ſtood as follows : : 


Males 231 Of theſe under 10 o years of age—Males - 41 


Females 264 NN. ; Females Ay 


—— : 


F emales 6 


Married „ ä 5 
Vamarried 30 The oldeſt | man in the pariſh is 86, and 
Widowers 10 the oldeſt \ woman 84. ts 
Widows 5 8 Antibu 'phers - * 5 


— Macmillanites - BY * 


Of the above inhabitants, the greater number live in the 
country, there being but one village in the pariſh, viz. that 


by the church, and that conſiſting ogly of 57 perſons. The 
decreaſe of populacion may be accouutid tor in different Ways. 


The engroſſment of farms, and increaſe of pals ave, dimi- 
nithed the hands neceflary for ag rh, re. To this may be 


joined, as an additional rc 1 0 the change of property, Of 


bre fa familie: of diſtinction Fort mezly reſident within the parich, 


— . * a 


| ed ig a numerous train of dependants, who, under the 


name of cottars, moſtly HS. and living therclors in ſepa- 


N £ 22 * Y + ; — ; | 
rate iamilies, added conliderably to the population of the 


. n „„ . Total 90 
l Above 79 years of age—Males „ 


5 9 19 
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| neighbourhood a bf whey have now given ae 10 
unmarried and domeſtic ſervant of the farmer. The fup- 

5 Pr eſſion of the cottagers is a matter deſerving very ſerious 
: confideration : : The conſequences will foon be ſeverely felt. 


The divifion of labour is ſuc!, as may be expected in a ſo- 


1 ciety WhO generally live and dreſs on their own production. 
In the pariſh were formerly accounted about 46 or 50 farms, 
Theſe are now r held by 30 e who pay of * rent as 1 


lows : | | 
From. 161 to 201. Eh 

Le e 
40 b 
Gol. to 10 l. 
100 l. to 1201, 
120 l. to 150 l. 

— 1501, to 180. 5 
Avcuge of perſans toa Hanh, 41. 


* | . * 


The average rent ſcarcely exceeds 2 8. 6d. per acre, The 


beſt land in the pariſh lets at about four times that rate, 


There are in the pariſh 120 families, 3 mills, 2 blackſmiths, 


6 weavers, 4 taylors, 4 ſhoemakers, 2 carpenters, and 1 m. 


ſon. The wages of houſe- ſervants are, men, from 6 l. to 71. 
and women from 31. to 31. 108. a year. Day-labourers are 
from 8d. to 10d. with, and from 1. 8. 2. to 1s. s. 4d. vith- 
wy out victualss. 


— 
: 


The manners and deſcription i of the inhabitants of this pa 


Triſh are ſuch as may be expected from a mixed ſociety. 
Generally expoſed in the open air, and in all varieties of 
weather, their bodies acquire a hardineſs unknown to thoſe 
in a more ſedentary ſituation. Converſant with a greater 
number of objects, their minds diſcover an expanſion of idea 
much beyond the mere manufacturer, or vulgar citizen. 


Their prominent virtues are peaceableneſs and ſobriety, altho 


by no 1 
ceflary 
mencer 
any On! 
under t 


three p 


or navy 
line, ei 


which! 


There 
xt preſe 


Auth 
ed by t 
celebrat 
and acu 
chy, w 
nzouſly 
native 
Near bi 
not at t 
he was 


Chur 
built m 
nl rep: 
0us; t! 
Ihe pr 
and a 
patron, 


Regi 
there h 


cefſary on occaſions to aſſert their rights. Since the com- 


at preſent reſident within the pariſh. 


he was born. | 


built more than 4o years ago, but have both undergone ſeve- 
nl repairs ſince that period. The offices are totally ruin- 


patron, 


Reiſtrs,—So far as can be collected, except for ten years, 
there has been no regular public regiſter kept in this pariſh, 


of Balu. 1 229 
by no ) means deprived of that portion of ſpirit which ! is ne- 


mencement of the preſent century, there is no recollection of 
any one having ſuffered capital puniſhment, or having fallen 
under the imputation of any atrocious crime. There are but 
three perſons in the pariſh who have ever ſerved in the army 
or navy. The young men generally adventure in the civil 
line, either in the character of mechanics or merchants; z of 
which laſt, the moſt are itinerant in the north of England. 5 
There is no foreigner, or any other than natives of Scotland 7 


ern e writers of 5 eminent genius can be claim- 
ed by this pariſh, if it is denied right to Thomas Gordon, the 
celebrated author of the Independent Whig. This very keen 
and acute writer, the ſevereſt ſcourge of the Engliſh hierar- 
cy, whom the compilers of the Scotch Encyclopaedia erro- 
zouſly ſtate as belonging to Kirkcudbright, was certainly a 
native either of this or the neighbouring pariſh of Kells. 
Near branches of his family were ſettled in both; and it is 
wot at this day certain, or indeed material, in which of them 


3 church and manſe of Balmaclellan were 


dus; they are ordered to be rebuilt the enſuing ſummer. 5 
The preſent value of the living is, in money, exactly 75 l. 
and a glebe valued at 20 l. or 2 5 a year. The King © is 


This 
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3 This was the nee of former times. But a diffrent care ſupernt 


in future, is likely to operate to the ſame effect, an act of ;cceivit 


tax, trifling in itſelf, has been viewed by the lower people 


Parliament, paſſed in the ſeſſions of 1783, impoling a tzx MT 
3 d. on every birth, burial, Chriſtening, and marriage, This "_ 


with a degree of jealouſy very diſproportioned to its object, "Schev 
Perhaps the lowneſs of the tax in queſtion is the chief rev MI amount 


| why it cannot be enforced. However this be, the above few yea 


mentioned act of Parliament has put an end to the regiſter place, 
5 in moſt of the pariſhes of this ncighbourhood. The people is ſecur 
refuſe to pay. The clerk who would act under the act of than 5 
Parliament, beſides taking out a licence at 58. is bound, un. amount 
der the penalty of 20 l. to make faithful return for evry i ci the « 
name entered on the regiſter; a penalty of gol. being a WY to rece! 
impoſed on any perſon who ſhall preſume to keep a parochial e 
regiſter without complying with the above conditions. $9 Difac 
that in a pariſh like this, where the whole duties to Gov:ra. are chic 
ment would not amount to more than 4s. 6 d. or 5s, yearly, | 
through the refractorineſs of individuals, and apprehenfion 
of penalty, the pariſh at large is deprived. of a record which 
might one day be neceſſary for proving g their prongs ty , Or 
bo fecuring their claims. 
| | | | there is 
Puor.— The funds of this pariſh,” at an average, amount ſuperior 


ments © 


yearly to about 91. Sterling. This is wholly coll ted from 


the people at the church- doors, there being no affeſlment in planted 


the pariſh, and the non-reſiding heritors contributing ſeldom ne eye, 
any thing to the relief of the poor, There is alto a {ma 
fund of former ſavings, amounting to betw cen 69 . and 70 
lying at intereſt i in different hands. 
'The ſtated poor are few, at preſent amounting to but ab: 
four or five perſons. They are moſtly able {till to cart the 


big 7 
Ereater part of their own ſubſiſtence, But there arc ſeveral ghly | 
EE © uper numeraties 


ears Wy 
ſuch thi 
materia 
aut ing aud 


auKware 


of Bil, 257 


bpenaweraries dependant on the ſeflion from time to time | 
receiving afliſtance, whoſe various demands throughout the 
year! amount to as b or more than eyes: of che 2 


eee, 07 66 RR 


"School. 4h aden to PT _ ſchoat ſary a 4 this opt | 
amounting. to about 1 11. Sterling or thereby, there was a 
few years ago a donation made of 5 l. by a native of this 
place, a Mr Murdoch late merchant in Glaſgow. This fund 
is ſecured on land, which, at preſent, is. ſaid to yield more 
than 5 per cent.; ſo that the ſchool ſalary of this pariſh now 


to receive wager | 


* can well be remedied, viz. its foil, and its local ſituation. 
from its ſoil, incapable of culture, is a manifeſt diſadvantage 


utached to property in this ſituation, and which no efforts 
of geulus or of induſtry can ſurmount, Even here, however, 


aerial! in time of ſtorms, A more liberal mode of build- 


ward ſlovenlineſs of former times, are alſo improvements 
uphly neceflary in this part of the country. To which may 


amounts to nearly 361. This, however, i is the whole income 
ct the maſter, the terins of the donation. 1 not rer mittiag him i 


+ II _The peculiar diſadvantages of this pariſh. 
xe chicſly of two kinds, neither of which, unfortunately for 


Nearly one fourth of the pariſh, as before deſcribed, being, | 


tere is not wanting ſcope for conſiderable meliorations, A 

ſiperior move of fencing and ſubdividing farms, are improve- 
ments of which the coarſcit ſoils are capable. A little wood 
panted in convenient ſituations in every farm would gratiſy 
the eye, and, what is of much greater utility, in 12 or 15 
fees would protect the cattle and flocks, which, for want of 
ch theiter, in this expoſed and bleak ſituation often ſuffer 


ing and repairing farm-houſes, ſomewhat removed from the 
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: for ever, in a conſiderable degree, act as a bar to the improne- 


buoped, however, that the conveniency of better roads, which 


22 Aae 
p * a * the ent necelfity . a "iis: more attention ; in 
rendering the ſeveral farms acceſſible by roads. It is alnd 


/ 


impoſſihle to conceive how, for centuries, theſe roads but 


deen permitted to lie in a ſtate of nature, unpaſſable to any 
ſtranger without a guide, and often to the inhabitant himſelf 
without much danger, which in a few days the idle "Fo 
or farm ſervant could have repaired. 


The other diſadvantage of the pariſh already hinted, vir, 
chat of its local ſituation, muſt for a long time, and indeed 


ment of that part of it whoſe ſoil is abundantly adapted to 
_ agriculture. Almoſt 20 miles diſtant from lime in every 
direction, it is not to be wondered that this ſort of improve 
ment has been but partially attempted. The Carlinwark 
marl, which is ſix miles nearer, and which may be brought 
up Loch Kenn to the verge of the pariſh, together with the 
original coſt, and the additional expence of water carriage, 
is thought to be a manure of too bulky a kind to be carried 
to any diſtance from the landing place. On the whole, the 
attempts both in lime and marl which have been already 
made, have, in themſelves, anſwered the moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations. Their diſtance, hitherto, is the only objeCtion to 
| their general introduction in this neighbourhood. It is to be 


is faſt taking place, together with a higher ſpirit for farming 
in general, will combine to reſcue this part of the counts? 

from that ſupineneſs under which it has hitherto laboured. 
py great advantage to this neighbourhood are its public 
1 The two great roads from Wigton to Edinburgh, and 
from Carlinwark and the lower parts of this county to Ahr. 
ſhire, interſect each other at this point. But what offers 
principal advantage is the road propoſed to be opened be 
tween Dumfries and Newtonſtewart by this place. This 
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NUMBER. III. np 
"PARISH or LOCHMABEN, 


f 0 Coty of Dum fries, Di ritt if An ich, 
„ ery of Lochmaben,—Synod f hs 7: 95 


» the Reverend Mr Aba. Jarrnar, - Y 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


TN the pariſh of Lochmaben, there are 7 or 8 locks, whence 

it is molt likely that it derived its name. According to 
rradition, there was a nunnery in the largeſt of them, where 
| a caſtle afterwards ſtood ; and ſome, who are acquainted with 

the Gaelic, ſay, that Lochmaben fignifies the Loch of the 
_ Maidens, or the Loch of the Fair. Lochmaben is ſituated in 
Annandale, a diltrict of the ſhire of Dumfries, lying along 
the banks of the Annan, to the length of about 10 miles 

and in breadth about 3. It is about 8 miles from Dumfries, 

: and 12 from the town of Annan, where the river runs into 
a the e P rith, | 5 | 


Tous of Lockmaben,—Lochmaben is a royal borough, ſup- 
_ poſed to be very antient, and governed by a provoſt, thre: 
pag a dean of guild, treaſurer, and nine common council 
mien. There is a charter of novodamus by James VI. dated 
the th July 1612, giving, as a reaſon for the renewal, the 
inroads of the UEngliſh, who had plundered and burnt the 


town, and deſtroyed their — Tradition ſays, that i 


Caſt 
eaſtle « 
caſtle 
Tradit 
anothe 


tenſive 


nandale. He gave the borough lands out of his own eſtate. 


[t has been a town of greater note formerly than now, and 5 
has extenfive borough roods and town commonty. Much 
of it is feued off, from which they have but a ſmall feu- duty. 
There may be about 700 inhabitants in the town and borough | 


roods, 


Linen Manufacture. There is a conſiderable manufacture 
carried on, in the town and country round it, of coarſe linen 
cloth, to the extent of 60,000 yards yearly, which is all ſold 


into England, OY sche, at rows 6d. to 1s. or 13 d. 
— | 


ed the church to the ground. This happened about the 


patron. 


* 


cal at the Town,—There is the ſite of a very antient 


Tradition ſays, the ſtones of it were carried away to build 
another caſtle. It commands a pleaſant proſpect over an ex- 
tenſive plain, and was originally the ſeat of Robert Bruce, 
| Lord 


of Lochmaben. 5 0 


was — into a ut bevdugh by: Robert Bruce I. King of 5 
Scotland, whoſe paternal eſtate was the great lordſhip of An- 


| Church.—The church is an old Gothic fabric, dedicated 
to St. Magdalen. In a bloody family feud, between the 
Maxwells of Nithſdale, and the Johnſtons of Annandale, it 
ſuffered much. In an engagement between theſe on a plain 
called Dryfe Sands, the Maxwells, who were defeated with 
great laughter, fled, and took ſanctuary in the church of 
Lochmaben, and were purſued by the Johnſtons, who burn- 


yar 1591. There appears to have been alſo ſeveral ſmall 
chapels in the pariſh, the veſtiges of which now ſcarcely re- ; 
main, The ſtipend i is N The Viſcount of Stormont is 


caſtle cloſe to the town, on a noble ſituation, between the 
altle and kirk lochs, ſurrounded by a deep moat and foſſe. 
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2 36 | Statflcal Accent 


Lord of A befors that family came to the feed 
Scotland. 


They had other two ſeats, one at Annan, the 0. 
ther at Hoddam; and a very great eſtate, which continued in 
their poſſeſſion long after they came to the crown. It is ſaid, 
that Robert Bruce I. king of Scotland, was born in this af. 
| tle, The ground on which it ſtood belongs now to Robert 
Maxwell, Eſq; whoſe predeceſſors have been in poſſeſſion of 
it for 200 years, when David Maxwell their anceſtor, was 


appointed ſub-governor of the Caſtle of Lochmaben, by 
Lord Maxwell, warden of the Weſtern Borders, and keeyer 


0 the ſaid caſtle. There are ſufficient documents for this 
in the hands of the faid Robert Maxwell, and in the town 

books of Lochmaben. Tue ſaid Mr Maxwell, and his pre- 
TY deceſſors, have been often and long provoſts of Lochmaben. 


Cal. Lach, and Caſtle —The Caſtle Loch is a large and 

beautifu] ſheet of water, lying ſouth of the town, in length 
a mile and a half, and i in mean breadth a mile, abounding in 
It is affirmed by the fiſhermen, that there 
are 15 or 16 different kinds fit for the table, among which 


a variety of fiſh. 


there is one that, from every information that can be obtain 
ed, is peculiar to that loch, as it is to be found no where elle 
It is called the Vendiſe or V. endace, ſome ſay from 
Vendois in France, as being brought from thence by one of 
the Jameſes, which is not very probable, as it is found by ex- 
perience to die the moment it is touched, and has been 2t- 
tempted to be tranſported to other lochs in the neighbour- 
hood, where it has always died. It is generally about the 
ſize of a ſmall herring, which it reſembles much in external 
5 appearance and in its anatomy; it has the taſte and flavour 
of a freſh herring, not quite ſo ſtrong, but more delicate, and 
is reckoned the moſt delicious fiſh that ſwims. They lie in 


the deepeſt parts of the loch, and are caught with a net. 
The 


The pil 
them. 
mond, 
the ſan 
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whole 
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the C 
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Caſtle 
Scotch 
with t! 
the fo; 
ing of 
Propri 


Locbnaben 5 — 


The 1 5 which i is the tyrant of the lake,” deſtroys many of 
them. We have heard of a freſh water herring in Lothlo- 
mond, it might be worth while to enquire, whether they are 


the ſame with our Vendiſes. They have the mant of a heart 
on the crown of the head. I. re 


The caſtle ſtands upon a peninſula of the loch, and is $45 5 
far the largeſt and ſtrongeſt of any, either on the Engliſh or 


Scotch borders, next to Carliſle, againſt which it was a frontier 


garriſon. It was built by Robert Bruce, the firſt of that 
name king of Scotland, The original caſtle occupies about 
an acre of ground, and contains three courts, ſtrongly built 


of ſtone and lime. The walls are twelve feet thick. It was 
ſurrounded by three deep foſſes, each of which was filled 


with water from the loch, that met on either fade. The 
whole fqrtification may contain 13 acres. The inner foſſee 
went through the caſtle, within which there was a baſon for 
holding the boats, to place them out of the reach of the ene - 


my, and to ſhelter them from the weather. The principal 
entry to the caſtle ſeems to have been by water. It has been 
| 2 very ſtrong place, and, before the invention of cannon, 


might be ſaid to be impregnable. Even in the preſent ſtate 


of fortification, it might be made'a place of ſtrength, as ir is 


ſurrounded by water and marſhy ground for a mile, and only 
a narrow neck of land for the entry. Before the union of 
” Crowns, a garriſon of 200 men was conſtantly kept in 
t Among the titles of the Marquis of Annandale, he 
Fo that of Conſtable, or Hereditary Keeper of the 
Caſtle of Lochmaben. The governor had a ſalary of 300 1. 


Scotch, (a conſiderable ſam, it is ſuppoſed, in thoſe days), along 


with the fiſhing of the lochs. Though King James VI. in 
the foreſaid charter, granted in the year 1612, gives the ſiſh- 


ing of all the lochs to the borough of Lochmaben, yet the 
Proprietors of the Caſtle have always enjoyed the property, 


and 


LEI 2 . 
p _ \ po 54h 
r 17 84 $ ” 
N 3 
bd er ee 
E 
8 7 Ar 


* e 
ie 5 
. : v IM I 

„ 5 « 
3 e 


dat & 


_— N PRE IS ne HE IT T 
—— 1 — py 4448 . 1 — 
* 4 rs x Ko # Bb 2 . 3 72 2. - . . - 7 LEI 2 — <> Da 
* N 5 8 e 3 n . P py, oe WC Boon [I gff*" S Tp 8 on r 1 "+ > ES n 
ECTS 5 7 oo GT b 2 fy 77 9 , 2 Ge nf th . . ta IS; 4.58 Q Tp, 33 9 N D 
2 r N Is 71 9 2 J — 25 * * 4p > IIS. S 265 "$2370: - \ ads ae WF - 2 ; p — — rr 1 e 
5 N 0 * F = — N 1 3 . s L 1 4 2 5 — _ Mx +, + er pers > ” « o * . 1 fy 
F * . 3 : Lt ge.» SES 5577 yoly + a3 aj 5 nr .. Ys an 50a pt I IR 1 . 2 * Bf „ r oak 
4 YE Wes p20 26> „ 7 toes, IP je EY a ER IS. => q . r . 4 2 — 6 D * > y 5 . TE. je 4 >: ; 1 
* 2 s. C - ? A ry . * A 3 *. 5 9" e 3 A Ins a + god CARS; _—_— e * 2 85 e * oh * n 
AY ” ” F * g - * ew p 7 y * 5 2 pl OP wg N 2 „ 2 
3 2 38 wr = 


a 4 . r — au nes pa 3 1 
125 2 ” 41 "yy _ >; TO ©: 2 ” 2 1 5 . 
. * wy x * * 56% e * 8 e. TE 4 * 3 * 1 Ide 
, — — > 6 had od aire uU AD + os n "EDS TOR c get 2 9 
- 2.4% , . 2 2 Fo * p "pO i $a L 7 - 2 3 9 > EOF * S take * © . = r - . 4 x 4 
R 7 < PTA” e . 1 Lo * 2 - © c * & — . *. „ 3 * 5 PL, r 6 P « 
: MEER a aha ts es X ene bn OP IR PE ve fra Neg YO 3s — 1 N Y i oth = „ a4 - ga W n - By 1 2 * 2 - - 
8 8 8 n 1 2 = "Tread + 8 6 22 — * 7 - NF PTT n . 2 ES I GS — + 
Ag 2 F340 a * . 7 7 f 8 2 2 gd 2 — „ 1 = ** * 4 3 1 7 We 2 < Ft { "EXE - #27 e 1 
2 Yo LIKE a * 2 © os IL emi *: oof) — * n 7 - D r 8 #F, - 2 2 1 p r 2 — 2 n ante "Or — . 
vr oe 222 OS , oy --= a Hb — — r wy p LC C — 
2 . * I. . rr a” 8 
n FEB, Ro 8 2 
* , 5 


2 
N 
55 


D . 

4 

_ _ * 3 2 * * 4 
NE rw a EA ok af OE ay 
. ſs Jens Roe Dn 


*. 


by 2 — * 
— — 22 


—— <p os 8 pl 


* — 
> ene a 


A 


: 
5 
$; 
1 > 
be 1 
34 J 
„ 
+ 4 
* 2 
* b 
41 4 
1 
is 
4 8 1 


which ſome of the ſtones are not to be ſeen. 
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55 and excluſive privilege of thing in ths Caltle and Mil 
Lochs with boats, nets, &c. The great eſtate of Murny 


5 Earl of Annandale, of which the Caſtle and Barony of Loch. 


maben is a part, fell, by ſucceſſion, to Murray Lord Viſcount 
Stormonth, who alſo claims the title of Hereditary — 
= war nn. of the Caſtle of COON: 


eee they —The governor or -chnfladle of the 


: | Caſtle, had alſo, for the maintenance of the garriſon, what 


was called Laird a Mairt, or Lairdner Mart Cow, which ws 
one of the belt. fat cows out of every pariſh in Annandale, 
It is not above 60 years ſince it was lifted by the Marquis of 
Annandale, The converſion of it was 201. Scots, and was 
lifted out of 33 pariſhes, (which number is now reduced, by 
annexations, at the Reformation, to 21); and 39 meadow 
geeſe and Faſtem s. ben hens. All the pariſhes, at that time, 


Joined in procuring a ſuſpenſion, which was never recalled, 


or any payment demanded ſince. The Caſtle has long been 
| In total ruin, and there is nothing now ſtanding but a ſmall 
part of the heart of the wall. The fine aſhlar work is all 
ſtript off, and there are few houſes in the neighbourhood, in 

_— This is much 
to be regretted; for had it been left to the devouring teeth df 
time alone, it would have been to this day the nobleſt ruin 
in Scotland. Ir is ſurrounded by a large tract of land, cal- 
led the Caſtlemains, in a very uncultivated ſtate, in which are 
two large lochs. In former times there was a deer park, and 
a very extenſive oak foreſt. Theſe caſtles, and this part 
of the country in general, were the ſcenes of ſame of the 
heroic aCtions of the renowned. Sir William Wallace of El- 


lerflie. | | 
| Lncts 


| 2 F. Men's eien ſignifies the evening before Shrove Tueſda, 
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Labels Barony, or Four 7 De to the 
Caſtlemains lies Lochmaben Barony, or, as it is more com- 
monly called, the Four Towns, a very large tract of rich fer- 
tie land on the banks of the Annan. The tenants hold their 
lind by a very ſingular and peculiar tenure.— They are com- ; 
monly called the King's kindly tenants. 'The original poſe 
{ſors were the garriſon of the Caſtle, to whom the lands 
were granted for their attendance on the duties of the garri= 
ſon, or, as ſome ſay, the domeſtic ſervants of the caſtle. 
There are three kinds of tenure of lands in Scotland, 
Fir, The feudal, which prevails over all Scotland, and 
indeed over Europe, in different modifications, according 
to the different laws and conſtitutions of the countries 
where it prevails. Secondly, the Allodial, which, in the Ger- 


man language, fignifies free, without paying any quit rent, or 


oaly; but they muſt be entered in the rental in Lord Stor- 
mont's rental-book, which is done without fee or reward. 


The tenants right was renewed by James VI. and Charles II. 
caufirmed by the Court of Seflion, and by a decree of the 


Erich and of Peers, the 28th December 1726, and 14th 
January 


having a ſuperior; and, T #:rdly, the Udal, being a right com- 5 
pleat without writing; this obtains in Orkney and Zet- | 
nd, and in the holdings of the Four Towns in the Pariſh | 
of Lochmaben. As to the two firſt, antiquarians and law- | 
yers may inveſtigate them; with reſpect to the laſt, the lands 
of Four Towns were granted by one of our kings to his 
houſehold ſervants, or garriſon of the Caſtle, and the pro- 
perty of each being fmall, they were allowed, as a kind of 
udulgence, to hold it without the neceffity of charter and | 
ladne, bare poſſeſſion being a ſufficient title. The tenants pay a | 
{mall rent to the Viſcount of Stormont, but have no charter 
or line from him. The property of theſe lands is trans- | 
ferred from one perſon to another, by delivery and poſſeſſion 
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5 240 3 2 Accont | 


. Stall yay. The diſtrict | is called Four Pods; a8 com: now et 


„ prehending four populous villages. Their poſſeſſions are ge. propet 
FR] nerally ſmall. The land on the river ſide i is rich and fertile, when | 


_ peculiarly favourable for the growth of flax, of which they beauty 
raiſe a good quantity. Many of the men are weavers. '[he FE 
women ſpin their own flax, and a good deal of foreign fla ll Fer 
alſo, Their poſſeſſions and valuations are diſtinguiſhed by WI Rock 
| acres, There is a peculiarity in their land meaſure, and the the co 
ell by which their acres have been meaſured (called the By molt b 


ronny ell), contains 42 inches, whereas the common a made nating 


uſe of in the country, is * zo nb Is very 
1 wh | leparat 
tenſive 
and all 
| 8 gene 


Four Towns Commonty. —T here was 4 large and extenſive 
5 commonty contiguous to the Four Towns, which they hal 
an intereſt in. It was divided ſome years ago; they had a 
; large ſhare of it. Their ſeveral ſhares are moſtly now in- 
Proven, and are of higher value than their original property 
acres. On many of their ſhares are built ſmall farm houſes, 
; which has conſiderably increaſed the number of inhaditarts 
"of the pars 1 OD 


laws, a; 
of the 
of thol 
houles 
Tue pu 
or Wit 


ns in the Four Towns, —The prevailing ſirnames of La 


this diſtrict are, Richardſon, Rae, Kennedy, Nicholſon, 
Wright, &c. of which the Richardſons are by far the mol 
numerous, They add bye-names or nicknames to diſtinguib 
one family from another of the ſame name. If poſſeſſing 
the ſame lands, from father to ſon, for mapy generations de- 


Sl. 
rivers. 
join th 
pariſh, 
0netl; 


nominates an old family, and gives the appellation of gen. ily, 
man, here are numbers who have a juſt claim to that title, Grab 
Mable 


having poſſeſſed the ſame ridges and acres for 500 years 
Some of theſe names are to be found among the companions 
of Wallace and Bruce, in his wars for the recovery of his 


antient inheritance of the kingdom of Scotland, They ar 


3 
„ Mane 


nge. 


of Lochmaben. "a 


now. engaged in a proceſs of diviſion and excambion of their 
property lands, which were formerly all run. ridge. This, 
when finiſhed, will ade much to their advantage, and to * 
beauty of the r. 


2 Moat, Ther, is a moat in the pariſh, called 
Rockhall Moat, of which there are many in this part of 1 
the country, and of the moſt remote antiquity. This is a 
moſt beautiful mount of earth, perfectly round, and termi- 
nating in a ſharp top; it is larger than many of them, and 
is very entire. It ſtands on the ſide of a ridge of hills, which 
ſeparates Annandale from Nithſdale, and overlooks an ex- 
tenfive plain on tle foot of the river Nith, part of Galloway, 
and all the Solway Frith. As to the uſe of theſe moats, it 
| is generally agreed, that the people met on them to make 
laws, and adminiſter juſtice. 'l'o this day, the Twelve Keys 
of the Iſle of Man, who are their parliament, meet on one 
of thole mounts, in the open air and tone of the court- 
houſes in England are called the mote, or mute, or imoot- Hall. 
The public courts among the Saxons were called Witten mite, 


or Witlen-a-gemete, which was the original of Parilaments þ in 
England, e to Rogen, 


20. —rhe ſoil is very rich and fertile on the banks of the 

rivers. There are three, viz. Kinnel, Ae, and Dry fe, that 
join the Annan, all within a nile of one another in this 
farin. "Theſe lands are excecdingly rich, but they are 
ſometiimes ove flowed | in the winter, which adds to their fer- 
ity, The lands on the riſing ground are good, and very. 
capable of 1 improvement, and raiſe good crops, when proper 


J Ma anaged, It is all arable, though not yet wholiy 1a t 


age. 
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242 | Static Account 


Tia —The manure ate uſe of | is lime; brennt 12 and 
14 miles diſtance; the price is 11 d. the . ere two 
of which make one e boll. 


Coal. The coal, with which it is ; burnt, | is e brought bud 
England, which is the reaſon of the high price. This coal, 
when carried by water, is liable to a high duty. There is no 
coal on the whole coaſt of Galloway, Nithſdale, or Annan- 

dale; they are moſtly ſupplied with that article from Cum- 
berland, on the other ſide of the Solway Frith. It is to be 


regretted, that the people who live at a great diſtance ſhould, 


after ſhipping and unloading, paying freight, and carrying it 
. many miles by land, after all be obliged to pay a heavy duty; 
while the people who live at the coal-pit ſhould pay nothing, 

and at the ſame time all living under the ſame king, govern- 
ment, and laws. It is afſerted, by thoſe who know, that: 
| farthing on the cart load, at the coal-pit, which would be lit 
tle felt, and eaſier collected, would bring more money to g0- 
vernment than all this duty. There have been frequent a. 
tempts made to obtain ſome redreſs in this matter, but hi 
therto without ſaceeſs. The fuel moſtly made uſe of in thi 
part is peat. The moſſes are wearing out. Coal that is uled 

for fuel and burning lime, is brought at 30 and 40 miles 
155 diſtance by land; and notwithſtanding of the long land car- 

riage, there have been great improvements made, by break- 
ing up mooriſh and wild lands, with the affiſtance of lime, 


without which one cannot pretend to improve thoſe kinds ot 
The rich lands on the 


ground, to any profit or advantage. 
the 


banks of the rivers, may let for 20 8. to 25 8. Rer. acre; 


uplands not fo o high. 


Furmi. The farms are generally very ſmall; there is N 


/ 


ly one 
This « 
Mi. 


the we 


 inſuffi 


Sui 
comme 
even t. 
more | 


cured 

pound, 
curing 
dinbur: 
caſh in 
this pa 
bitants. 
buſineſ 
of Eng 
longeſt 
20,000 
many it 


from E 


: Salm 
Annan, 
In Wet 
fold, in 


Pipy 


Souls! 


of Lochmaben. : 5 48 


Yi one in the pariſh, the rent of which is 80 l. per annum. 


This TR much. to the populouſneſs of the pariſh. 


Nil. — There are two corn mills, which is the | 8 8 


the work in the pariſh. There are two lint mills, which are 
inſufficient to perform. the work that would come to them. | 


Swine: ——Swine are become a conſiderable article - of 8 


commerce in this country, of late years. Every body, 


even the cottars, feed ſwine; many of the farmers 5 or 6, or 


more in the year, When fat, they are ſold at between 3 l. 


10s. and 41. Sterling per head, or 34 d. per pound, as un- 


cured Pork; when ſalted and dried, they fell at 6d. per 
pound. There are people who make a trade of lalting and 
curing it. It is moſtly ſold into England; ſome little to E- 


liaburgh. It is a ready money traffic, and brings a deal of 


caſh into the country. There may be 10001. worth fold in 


this pariſh. annually, helen what is conſumed by the inha- 
bitants. It is affirmed by ſome, who are converſant in that 
buſineſs, that from Nith to Sark and Eſkfoot, on the border 


of England, an extent of country of about 30 miles the 
longeſt way, and about 16 the thorteſt, there is above 


20,000 l. brought in annually for ſwine. They do not breed 
many in this pariſh. The young ones are moſtly brought 


irom * 


Salmon F. ging. 1 is a 1 ſalmon fiſhing. on the 


Annan, which belongs moſtly to the pariſh of Lochmaben. 
In wet ſeaſons the fiſh are very rich and plentiful. T hey are 


old, in their ſeaſon, commonly at 3 d. per pound, 


Population. Number of inhabitants in 1755, 1395 


Souls in this © Par! iſh, about - - - 3000 


Annual 


— 
———— 


* - 3 8 nnn . „ * Ay 
a 8 5 r TRE 8 r awd" Je FO =. 2 
z > — fe 2 2 . Ix % — De non: ar © iy * 2 


8 E 3 
r 


4 
sf 
2+ 

4 : 
$; ; 
#9 > 
IE 
1.2 

; 

4; 
{is 


a N o 
nl © 

£ az L 
1 
4 — 

i” 5208.7 
/ - 
18 
D 
„ 
1 
7 En 
14 2 

2 1 
* * 
* 
f * 
4 4 
BY |. MN 
* 3 
of 4 
2 
1. 7 
* 
1 8 
* 9 '* 
ne TR | 

1 8 T 

1 N 4 

74 if 92 

E 
© 55 
8 i + 
rn 
1 | 2 
1 
£ Veg { 
4 
4 mt; 
n 
the 1 
11 q 
« x" 
* * in 
io , 
7 5 
1 
;. 16-5 
Eo 
TH 4 
>" 08 
6 
3 
4 = 3 
* * 
3 yl 
$$ 

58 3 

EY W233 
q 

T2 

vill 

\+-2K 

N 8 . 
14 2 

+4 . 

1 7 
2 = 
bt PZ * 

1 
47 # 
1 
1 . 
4 1 
r 
7 
11 
4 ME 
* : 
+] 
4 
r 
r 

1 FA 

Bos, 

ae 

e 

i by 1 

74 0 

? x 

* 1 
5 * 

1 
2 "> 
r 
* a7 
f x LEY 
1 . 

* 7 

- * 
Ara. Td 
. , 
nl © 5. 
1 * 
i 
d © Fy * 
4 WY 

#3: io . 
_ XR 
iS Y: 

+ 

75 43% 
4 is N ay, 
.. >, __ 3 

* 

it - 2 
© 13: 08 
+3 3 2 
. {£3 
7 2 
1 
b 

7 = 

% 388 
17 me 
2 bo 
1 

2 
* 
—_— 
1 
2 1 
Wo” F 

175 =” 
* BY 
138 i% 
4M 

oy boy; F 

© of 0 I 

* Y 
+7 6 8 
"x 0 
"NAA C4 
"a. 1 
4 IP \ 

* +2 — 
n 
. 4 
"SJ x 
9 
1 
a * 
"437% 

4344 
5 * 

r 2 1 

4 

5 
* p \ b 
{29 

8 
MH 
OX 
I 
FM 1 
XY 

- Pk ” 2. 

1 
1 

n 
8 «6 

_— 

4 © 

GS - 

# 4 
TY 
25 \ 
1 
4 3+ 
NF. 
1 4 I 
_— 
A * 
r 
Yo 3 
— 
Wet. 
Pat - 

yy 
"3 Foe 
45 wh 

F. 1 
„ © 
"a8 4 
ST 
AS 168% 
Wl (m2) * 
* F 
72 83 * 
1 
41 
1 13 5 
1 
n 
PI G 
3 K 
' T2. 
_ Ss. 1 
+; * AD 
"Ba. 
* 
n 
+ 0 £: 
a = CRY L 4 
4 . 
2. * 
n 
5'F 
e q 
2 
F 
9 bg 
5 
5 £5 
1 oe 
4 WA. . 
EXIF 
pe” . 3 N 
* o * 
l 
1 ** 
+ © 
! c } 
[ "x ' 
* 
* £ - 1 
1 
18 
1 * 
M* 
1 — 
l 
117 
578 
* 
4.3% 
I 
12 
* 
15 
0 oP 
1 
"ry 
[2 5 
4 
it 
# 17 wk 
1% * + 
3840] 
E 
1 
15 . 
9 


244 Statiſtical Account 


Jos Annual average of births, * FRN; 


- of marriages, | „„ 0 Wo, 


2 of the Poor. here i is a a great number of poor in thi 
pariſh. There are 30 on the roll, that are ſerved quarterly 
ont of the public charity, which is but A ſmall Pittance to 
each, there being no fund or proviſion made for their ſupport, 
but what is collected in the church. Thoſe that are able ar 

allowed to beg from door to door; 5 and many ſtrollers and 
idle vagrants are ſuffered to travel i in the country, with which 
it is greatly oppreſſed, and by this means the poor of the ps. 
iſh are 8 of that. eres th which W py to 
them. | 


| Schovl. —There is a legal ſchoot | in | the pariſh, of 200 o mer 
: 2 ſalary. James Richardſon of Reading, in England, mor- 
tified, on the 26th of March 1726, the ſum of 400 l. Ster. 
ling, in the following manner, viz. 2001, to the grammar 
| ſchool of Lochmaben - the intereſt of it to be paid to the 

maſter, under the obligation of teaching ro poor ſcholars, of 
the pariſh of Lochmaben, Engliſh, Latin, writing, and 2. 
rithmetic, gratis: Another 100 l. for ſupporting a library, 
and keeping in repair a good houſe, built by the ſaid Mr R- 
. chardſon, for the uſe of the ſchoolmaſter, and for preſerving, 
ſupplying, and continuing the faid library : And the inte- 
reſt of the laſt 100 l. to go for a ſchool 1 in Hightae,f for the 


benefit or the whole Four Towns. 1 
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NUMBER XXII 


Comties f Roſe and 4 Invern—Proſier Y Ding: 


wall, Synod of Ref s. 5 


By the Reverend My Jon Dow E. 


| Name, Situation, and Extent. : 


TRRAY i is compoſed of the united pariſhes of Urray 
and Kilchriſt. The former ſeems to derive its name 
from its local fituation. The church and burying- ground : 
lie on a large plain, on the banks of the rapid river Orrin, near 
its conflux with the Connon. The Orrin has, in the courſe 


of ages, evidently ſhifted its bed, and its paſſable fords, through 
every part of that plain, and would repeat its ravages almoſt 


| every ſeaſon, were it not reſtrained by the annual exertions 
of the ſurrounding proprietors. Hence it is probable, the 


dame is derived from Ur-a, the new ford. Kilchriſt is Evie 


dently Cella Chriſti, a burying ground confecrated to Chriſt.— 
| is ſituated chiefly in the county of Roſs : A ſmall part of 


it lies in Inverneſs-ſhire, It extends from the Frith of Beauly 


on the ſouth, to the north fide of the river Connon, about : 
7 Engliſh miles in a ſtraight line, nearly from ſouth to north. 
lis breadth on the banks of the Connon, from caſt to weſt, is 


about 6 Engliſh miles, but does not exceed 3 towards the 
ſouthern boundary, along the Frith of Beauly. The inter- 
mediate ſpace lines the foot of the great chain of mountains 

which 
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which extend from thence to the weſt uſt of Scotlag: 
There is a davoch of land belonging to this pariſh in the 


1 | valley of Strathconnon, in the boſom of the weſtern moun. 


e at the diſtance of 10 computed, or 18 Engliſh miles, 
It is ſurrounded by the pariſh of "Rs. and Wenn a 1 of 
: the miſſion i in that e ket 


8 8 ns, Sl, and Climate. The 8 face of the pariſ 
| preſents a pictureſque view of corn. fields, intermixed wit 


barren muir, clumps of natural wood “, rapid ſtreams, large 
plantations around- gentlemen's ſeats, with different views of 
the two beautiful Friths of Dingwall and Beauly, which, 
as canals formed by the hand of nature, and penetrating 
for upwards of 20 miles into a populous country, invite 


tte merchant and manufacturer to ſettle on their banks.— 


The ſoil i is as various as the general face of the ground; 
but, on the whole, is warm, dry, and productive. The 
fields on the ſlopes of the riſing grounds are compass. 
tively of a richer ſoil than the low ground, except a part of 
the eſtate of Lovat, which once belonged to the priory of 
Beauly, and is a deep, rich, carſe ground. The plains abound 
with pebbles, from 4 to 6 or 8 pound weight, evidently 
' rounded by friction, and intermixed with beds of dry ſand 
and gravel. Hence a conſiderable part of the low ground is 
barren dry muir, producing only a ſhort heath; and the arable 
land (with a few exceptions) of inferior quality to that on the 
high lands. On one eſtate there are ſeveral mal hollows 
155 N 0 


= r little burn and mesdew belt a buſh of natural 
wood, conſiſting moſtly of aller, interſperſed with aſh. There 
are a few buſhes of birch, ſome oaks and willows. Around 
gentlemen's ſeats there are to be ſeen large plantations of firs, 
and other foreſt trees. They continue to plant every year, pal 
ticularly Mr Mackenzie of Seaforth, who rears an extenfiye nut 
{cry for that purpoſe. | 
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frrounded by this dry barren ſoil, which ſeem to have been 
once ſmall lakes, but are now filled with peat moſs. On the 
bottom of ſeveral of them ſome ſtrata of ſhell marl have 
deen found. Theſe phenomena ſeem to prove the exiſtence 


of a general deluge, by which theſe ſtones have been round. 


ed, and the ſhells depoſited, There are no lakes or ſwampy 
ground in the pariſh, except one large meadow on the banks 


of the Connon,—The air is dry, and free from noxious va- 


pours, which conduces greatly to the healthfulneſs of the 
climate. No part of the common road, between the Frith of 

Beauly and the river Connon, (which is almoſt the whole 
length of the pariſh), ſeems to be above 50 feet higher than 


the ſurface of the ſea. It is defended on the eaſt from the 


ſtorms of the German Ocean by a tract of country, upwards 
of 20 miles in extent, towards Tain and Cromarty, on the 
worth by the hill of Weavas, and on the welt by the great 


chain of mountains ſtretching to the weſt coaſt. It is worth 


remarking, that the weſtern mountains make the weather al- 


ternately foul and fair on the eaſt and weſt borders of them, 


in ſome meaſure fimilar to the monſoons on the Malabar and 
Coromandel coaſts. The weſt and ſouth-weſt winds blow 
moſt frequently, during which it generally rains on the weſt 
coaſt, and is fair weather on this fide of the hills; or, at 
moſt, there are only ſlight occaſional ſhowers. On the other 


hand, the eaſt wind uniformly brings rain or fleet on the eaſt 


coaſt ; but the ſtorm dies away in the intermediate hills, and 


chere! is ory: weather and ſunſhine on the welt coaſt, 


Agriculture, Produce, and Cattle. —Barley, oats, and pota- 
toes, are the principal crops *. Moſt of the gentlemen have 
| „ incloſed 


* In the diſtri of which this is a part, from Inverneſs 


round by any to Dipgwall, grain ſells higher than in he 
other 
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us Statiſtical Account 


| incloſed their farms ; and, by putting them into a rotation q 


fallow, corn, and green crops, give a laudable example u 


agriculture to their tenants. They uſe the Engliſh plough 
with two horſes, without a driver, with moſt of the other 
inſtruments of huſbandry uſed in the Lothians. The tenant, 


however, have not yet ſurmounted their prejudices in fayour of 


old cuſtoms, and are ſatisfied with following the mode uſed 


1 by their grand- ſires, except in the culture of potatoes, which 
1 Has taken place only within the laſt 30 years. The lands are 


Mill open; nor do they ſhew any deſire to have them inclo- 
Ted. They uſe a plough peculiar to the country, drawn far 


| the moſt part by ſix ſmall oxen, or by two horſes and four 


| oxen. Almoſt every kind of carriage is performed with 
carts*, The wheels are timber tumblers, bought at about 28 


te pair, on which are placed frames for the different pur 


poſes, made by the tenants themſelves Horſes are the on. 


other place in the north of Scotland. The reaſon is, that it 
abounds with licenced ſtills, which conſume the barley. It is 
the neareſt corn country to a large extent of the wefl coaſt and 
Mid Highlands. The Highlanders are ſupplied from thence 
with oat meal and whiſky : Hence confiderable quantities 0! 
barley and oat-meal are imported by the Friths of Dingwall 
and Beauly to a ſure and ready market. Home-made barley 
of crops 1789 and 1790 fold at 18s. per boll. At the fame 
time, barley fold in Murray at 16s. and 16s. 6d. Oat. meal 
of theſe crops ſold at from 16s. to 18s. 9 ſtones barley d 
crop 1791, ſells at from 18s. 6d. to 20s. per boll. Potatoc: 
generally ſell at from 6 d. to 8 d. a peck; beef, from 2 d. to 4d. 4 
pound; mutton and pork at 23 d.; a hen at 6 d.; chickens 
2 d. each; eggs at 14d. per dozen; a wedder of the count 
)) 8 VVV 


The great number of cottagers affords labourers, who are 
employed by the proprietors in improving their farms, The 
common hire is 6d. a day. In harvelt, men and women car? 
6d. and, in fome places, their maintenance. Common _ 
ſervants are hired at 31. a year, women at 11. 105. Seren 
young people of both ſexes, and ſome married men, go to! 
ſouth country to earn harveſt wages, and return the begun 
of winter. 1 
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IF | cattle whoſk numbers can he aſcertained with the greateſt 
— The tenants (of whom there are 120) keep, at an 
average, 4 horſes each. Some of the cottagers have from 1 . 
to 3 horſes. Hence they may be eſtimated at 600. They 
re ſmall, but hardy, and are reared by the weſtern High. 
landers, and fold at our markets. The price, till lately, was 
from 31. to 41. Within the laſt two years, the ſouth coun- 
try drovers have raiſed the price from 15s. to 208. a head. 
The average value may be computed at 31. It will not be 
far wide of the truth to eſtimate the number of black cattle 
it 10 head each tenant, including his oxen z and each mailer 
at 1, which will amount to 1448, worth 40s. each at an 
average, Both horſes and black cattle are ſent to graze in 
the weſtern hills, from May to Michaeimas, at about 15. 6 d. 
ber head. Of late, ſince ſheep- farming is become prevalent 
in the Highlands, the price of grazing low country cattle is 
raiſed to 2 5. Horſes are returned in July to bring home 
fiel. If the weather admit of that ſervice being ſoon per- 
formed, they are ſent back. The reſiding heritors keep 
about 40 draught horſes, worth 51. each, and 250 black | 
cattle, worth 51. at an enge, beſides riding horſes and 5 
Phee] carriages. | 


Rivers and Fiſh, — The Beauly empties itſelf into the Fritii 
of that name at the S. W. point of the pariſh, and cannot be 
lad to belong to it. The Connon interſe&ts the pariſh near 


the north end, and is compoſed of four great branches * 
Vor. VII. | PS „„ The 


„ There i is a ſpring on the bank of the Connon, near the el 
end of the pariſh, ſtrongly impregnated with ſulphur: The 
Vater is as Clear as any other ſpring, but ſmells like the ſcour- 
ugs of a foul gun. It is ſaid to partake of the nature of Har- 
'0W2ate water, and to be uſcful in ſcorbutic complaints and 
'heumatiſm, It is of the ſame kind with the much frequented 
king ot Strathpeffer, in the neighbourhood. 


250 Stat fai Account 


The Orrin, runniag from the 8. W. falls! into RY Conncg eſtate, 


— Urray, and interſects the pariſh from ſouth to north. draug! 


8 Guairlech to the weſt. —The Connon abounds in falmon and 


February. They are ſmaller and leaner than thoſe caught 


About two miles weſt from Urray, the Garve falls i In on the are ſte 
north ſide, which running from W. N. W. riſes on the con. much 
ines of Lochbroom, Thence 5 miles farther weſt is the . borſes 
Lang of the other two branches, the Meig and the Lich. tive di 
art. The former riſes on the borders of Lochcarron to the pooret 
oe” *: S. W.; ; and the ſource of the latter is on the confines of his ho 


| Pike. It has few trouts, except ſea-trout in the months of 
July and Auguſt. A Company from Berwick farms the (il. 
mon vſhing, along with ſeveral other fiſhings in the neigh- 
bourhood. During the ſpring months, and beginning of 
ſummer, they ſend conſiderable quantities of kitted ſalmon to 
the London market; but are kind enough, (though again 
their own intereſt), to indulge the neighbouring families 
with a competency for their tables at 2 d. a pound. But the 
body of the people are more indebted for their ſupport, tothe 
{hoals of herrings, which, for the moſt part, appear annually 
in the Frith of Beauly, at the ferry of Keflock. They vil 
us in the begianing of harveſt, and ſometimes continue Ll 


on the welt coaſt, and therefore unfit for the foreign market, 
From 14 to 22 {core were fold for 6d. in the year 1791. 
They ſerve the adjacent parts of the counties of Roſs, Iover- 
_ neſs, Nairn, and Moray. People from the braes of Banff, 
Aberdeen, and Perth ſhires, come to purchale them. It 1 
laid, that, in the beginning of the fiſhing, their entrails have 
proguced oil ecgial in value to the prime coſt. 


F 124 Naads, and Bridges. Moſt of hs eſtates have maße 
on the adjacent hills, yet the proprietors, in general, ule 


coals along with peats in their own houſcs, Except o on one 


of Urray. e at 
eſtate, the moſſes are at ſuch a diſtance, that only two 
draughts can be got home in a ſummer's day. - The roads 
are ſteep, No part of a farmer's work exhauſts his horſes ſo 
much as the leading of his peats, and that at the time his 
horſes ought to be at graſs, Were that impolitic and oppreſ- 
ive duty at the Red-head taken off, it were cheaper for the 
pooreſt tenant in this pariſh to burn coals, than to wear out 
his horſes leading peats. The poorer part of the cottagers 
muſt therefore ſatisfy themſelves with ſandy clods picked 
from the adjacent moors with the breaſt ſpade.—The great 
north road“ leading to Sutherland and Caithneſs pales 
through this pariſh, and is kept in excellent repair. The 
county road, leading to the weſt Highlands, was made about | 
30 years ago, and is kept in tolerable repair as far as the pa- 
riſh extends, A road begins in this diſtrict leading to Fort- 
role, and another to Cromarty, both eaſtward, belides croſs 
roads, The whole were made, and are kept in repair by the 
ſtatute labour, 'The gentlemen of the county, availing them- 
lelves of the plenty of hands, are attentive to this branch of 
police. There are two bridges; one of ſtone over a branch 
| of the Orrin; another over the Orrin itſelf, of timber; both 

built at the expence of the county. e 8 


3 Manifuctures. | 


There are ſome ſtones ſtanding on end, about 5 feet above 

the ground near Beauly, on the fide of the great norti oat. Se- 
veral cairgs or barrows have been lately opened, where human 
bones were found ; and the remains of offenſive armour made 
of copper, which the gentleman who found them ſent to the 
Society of Antiquaries at Edinburgh. In a barrow opened at 
Brahan Caſtle, an urn was found containing ſaiall pieces of 
bones, but was unluckily broken by the inattention of the la- 
Ourers. It was made of burnt clay, and beaucituily varniſned 
over both within and without. The tower of Fairburn reminds 
one of that barbarous period, when every great man ſound it 
ueceſſary to live in a fortreſs. - 


of aquavitae. 


. his proportion, he buys from his neighbours. | 
5 barley i in the pariſh i is diſtilled. Though no ſeed is left for 
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Mina, Small ſpots 5. lint are to ;be ſeen « on every 
l Moſt of the inhabitants rear ſheep, for their wool 
They manufacture both the wool and the lint for their onn 
i uſe, or for home ſale; but neither in ſufficient quantity for thei 
own conſumpt. A great deal of Engliſh cloth is every dun. 
day ſeen at church. The only article in this and the neigh. 
bouring pariſhes, that can be called a manufacture, is diſtitling 
There are 9 licenced ſtills in the pariſh, at 30 
aallons each. Highlanders from Lochaber, the extenſive 
weſt coaſt of Rofs-{hire, and the Ille of Sky, buy the ſpirit 
at between 10s. and 145. per Scotch gallon. 
in the pariſh occupies a ſtill without partners. 
5 10 or 12 tenants join about one of theſe ſtills, by which 


One man only 
From ; to 


means each has an opportunity of manufacturing his onn 


growth of barley ; 'Þ and where that falls ſhort of making up 
The whole 


the enſuing ſeaſon, yet the whole growth is not equal to the 
They fp, 
that no barley anſwers ſo well as the growth of the pariſh, 
which they attribute to the warmth and dryneſs of the ſoll 
: The barley. crop is generally allotted for paying the rents. 


quantity manufactured into ſpirits by 9 ſtills. 


The principal or only profit reſulting from the diſtillery i 
keeping up the price of grain, and converting it ſpeedily in 
to money. The profits otherwiſe are next to nothing, es. 
The only other reſource they hare 
15 from black cattle; but graſs being ſcanty, the increaſe of 
cattle ſeems hardly ſuſiicient to ſupply the waſte of horks 
few of which are reared in the pariſh. 


cept the draff or grains. 


Church, Scheel, and Poor. —The church was built 1 12 
| years ago. It coſt 900 l. Sterling, and was then the mol 


elegant and fubſtantial building of the kind in the county: 
Since 
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Since «that dae fone neighbouring pariſhes 4 they SD 
have equalled it at leſs expence. The manſe was built about 
42 years ago, and was then the beſt in the ſynod. Several 
others have now outſtripped it in elegance and convenience. 
Captain Kenneth McKenzie of Cromarty, repreſentative of 
the Earls of that name, is patron. This, with ſeveral other 
ratronages, was forfeited in 1747, but reſtored, along with 
the eſtate, to the late Lord Macleod, ſon to the laſt Earl.— 
The amount of the ſtipend depends on the price of victual. = 
I conſiſts of 10 chalders of barley. 1 his, together with the 
gebe, may be eſtimated at 1401. The decreet of modifica- 
tion and locality is dated in 1719.—A clergyman of the Epiſ- 5 
copal Church of Scotland reſides in this pariſh. About a 
fourth part of the people attend his meeting. He has two 
other places of worſhip in the neighbouring pariſhes. When 
he is abſent, his ordinary hearers attend the pariſh church as 
punctually as the other pariſhioners. There are no diflenters : 
af any other denomination.—A parochial ſchool is eſtablithed, 
and well attended. The Society for propagating Chrittian 


Knowledge ſupport a charity ſchool and ſpinning miſtreſs, 
both of which are uſeful.— The poor's roll contains 62. 


There are no funds in the pariſh for their ſupport, except + 


the weekly collection, and another more general collection 


made on the firſt Sunday of every quarter, when every indi- 
vidual is ſuppoſed to contribute his mite. 'The whole amounts 


to about 101. Sterling, and is diſtributed by the ſeſſion. 


Population, From a roll made up in 1791, there are in the 


pariſh 1860 perſons, of whom 420 are under 10 years of 
age. The average of births for the laſt 3 years, while the 


preſent incumbent has officiated, is 40. Of theſe the Epiſ- 
copal clergyman baptiſed 10. The average of marriages is 
il, There is no regiſter of burials bent! in the Pariſh, The 
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: great body of the people is divided into two claſſes, tenant 
and cottagers; or, as the latter are called here, mailers, The 
former amount to 120, who rent from 41 to 20l. a year 
Not above two or three pay 30 l. The mailers are thoſe 
poor people who build huts on barren ground, and improve 
ſpots around them, for which they pay nothing for a itipy. 
lated number of years. The proprietor frequent!y indulges 
them with tools and feed for the firſt ſeaſon. After the firl 
period is expired, theſe crofts are rented at from 38. to 40s, 
a year. Every year produces one or more of thele new ft 


"les. At preſent they conſiſt of 248 families, of whom 14 


have ſettled within the laſt 40 years. From this increaſe af 


the cottagers, and the great quantity of improved ground, a 


increaſe of the population has undoubtedly taken place wich. 
in theſe 20 or 30 years; although there appears to be a de. 
5 creaſe upon the whole fince 1755, the return made to Dr 


Webſter at that period having been 2456. This decreit 


can only be accounted for, by the annual emigrations to the 
ſouth country in harveſt, and by the great numbers enliſted 
into the Highland regiments, at the commencement of the two 
laſt wars.—The new ſettlers are not all natives of the pariſh 
Severals come down from the Hebrides, from the welt coalt, 
and mid Highlands, when a ſevere ſeaſon has deſtroyed their 
This is the reaſon, why the number below 10 years 
of age is ſo high in proportion to the births. All the trade 
men in the pariſh are included among the mailers. They 
conſiſt of 20 weavers, 1 houſe-carpenter, 3 millers, 15 tays 
lors, 2 maſons, 21 brogue or ſhoemakers. All of them work 
for the pariſhioners and immediate neighbourhood, No . 
ticle is manufactured for exportation. There are allo il. 
cluded in the above number 82 widows, 40 of whom are 0 

the poor's roll. But, though theſe laſt have ſeparate hut, 


they are not included in the above number of familics. 0" 
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dic officer refides in the pariſh, but no phyſician, ſur- 
Leon “, or man of the law. — There are no inſtances of un- 
: common longevity. There are many vigorous men of 70, 
g + very few turned of Bo, but none who have reached 90. 


þ Heritirs and Rent.—There are 11 proprietors in the pariſh, 
ek whom z have their ſeats in other pariſhes, and 8 in this, 
Of theſe laſt, 4 only reſide conſtantly, and 4 occaſionally, 
Prahan Caſtle is in this pariſh, the principal reſidence of Mr _ 
Mackenzie of Scaforth.— The valued rent is 2574 J. 8 8 
Sotchs T he real rent approaches to 20001. Sterling. Few 
of the eſtates have been meaſured. From a groſs computa- 
tion from the quantity of feed ſown, the average rent will be 
bout 10 8. an acre, The greater part of the rent is reckon- 
kind. Hence the rent varies as the price of victual riſes or 
falls. Some proprietors, of late, have paſſed from payment 
in kind for a fixed rent in money. The proprietors who 
ire in the pariſh occupy land of the annual value of cool. 
Sterling. Their families, including ſervants and labourers, 
do not exceed 80 perſons. Hence there are about 1800 
perſons to be maintained on the produce of 15001.'s worth | 
or land, beſides paying that ſum as rent. N „ 
1 0 VT Diſadvantages 
£5 : * There being no villages, and few mechanics who follow 
5 dentauy employments, the people work in the open air, and 
4 ve, in general, lively and healthy; except when infectious dif- 
t:mpers occur, as happened in the year 1789, when a putrid 
a- erer was introduced into a poor family; whence, as from a 
centre, it ſpread through this and the neighbouring parithes, 
| lence to the weſt coaſt, and at laſt to the Hebrides, marking 
on its progreſs with dreadful havoc. The gentry inoculate their 
children for the ſmall-pox with ſucceſs, but the great body of 
ue people have not ſurmounted their religious prejudices againſt 


wat innovation, The gout and gravel are uot knowa. Rheu- 
:i1h matums are frequent, for which they apply ſtrong ſpirits to the 
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D. advantages 100 Propoſed eee Ti, pariſh | i 
1 too narrow a field for induſtry in its preſent ſituation, Hence 

the people are idle for a conſiderable part of the year, eſpe. 
| cially i in winter. The proprietors are ſenſible of the vario 
; diſadvantages ariſing from this ſource, and that the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a manufacture would be the only remedy, But no 


| perſon has as yet been hardy enough to engage in ſuch an 


_ enterpriſe. It is, indeed, an object only for a Company, ex. 
dowed with the ſpirit of adventure, who would lay their ac. 
count with loſs for ſome time, till the people had learned the 
buſineſs, and become ſenſible of its benefit. But, if local 

ſituation, and numbers of hands, would induce ſuch a Com. 
| pany to eſtabliſh a manufacture, perhaps there is no ſtation 
in Scotland more inviting for a ſettlement of that kind, 
. There are 9 or 10 pariſhes, among which this occupies a 
b central poſition round the heads of the Friths of Dingwal 
and Beauly, within fight of each other, containing, at a mo- 
derate computation, 15,000 inhabitants, with a well peopled 
country for upwards of 20 miles eaſtward, towards Cromarty 
and Tain. The borough of Dingwall, and village of Beauly, 
at the head of their reſpective friths, are at the diſtance of 9 
miles only from each other, either of which, or both, would 
be convenient ſtations. The communication is eaſy, and the 

roads good in every direction. The rich corn country of 
Moray and Eaſt Roſs are within a few hours failing by either 
Frith. Were ſuch a manufacture eſtabliſhed, numbers of 
poor people from the Highlands and Weſtern Iſles would 
Hock to it, rather than attempt croſſing the Atlantic. . This 
is not a matter of conjecture or mere probability. 1 he e 1s 
a daily intercourſe between this country and the weſt con. 
Severals from that quarter come down annually to ſettle on 
the une grou ls. 
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rould come much more readily, if to theſe confiderations 
were added the proſpect of living more comfortably by their 
induſtry. The only local obſtacle to an eſtabliſhment of this 
kind, is the ſcarcity of fuel. Here ones cannot help again 
execrating the partial (and it may even be added, iniquitous) 
tax on coals imported to the north; which operates as a . 
dead weight on every attempt towards improvement, It is 
hoped, however, that this grievance will be ſoon alleviated, 
by the extenſive plantations of firs laid out within theſe laſt 
zo years, and every year enlarged.—lt has been already ob- 
ſerved, that the mode of farming amongſt the common peo- 
ple is far from being improved; and it may be farther re- 
marked, that there ſeem to be local obſtacles to improvement, 


| which manufaCtures only can remove, by introducing riches. 


The tenants alledge, that they cannot afford the expence of 
incloting their lands, or of paying intereſt for incloſing them; 
and, even if they were incloſed, they ſay, they cannot lie out 
of their ordinary crops ſo long as would be neceſſary to put 
their farms in the modern rotation. Again, foreign manure _ 
cannot be had for improvement, at ſuch a price as the tenant 
can afford. Gentlemen who uſe lime for building, and ma- 
nure, find it cheaper to bring it from Sunderland, than from 
any part of Scotland; yet it coſts them from 10 d. to 15. 
per doll, at the ſhip's fide. Neither is there any marl within 
reach, —T hirlage * is alſo complained of as a bar to improve- 
* Tyinr. ace is an obligation over the poſſeſſors of lands, to 
manutaQure all their corns at a certain mill; and ſeems to have 
originated with the great barons, with a view of exacting, for 
their own uſe, a ſtipulated portion of the produce of the ſoil, 
whether it was poſſeſſed by their own immediate tenants, or 
given away in feu to their vaſſals. The exaction is called uul- 
ure, and is a real rent, reſerved to himſelf by the ſuperior. 
his rent, on ſome eſtates, amounts to the 12th, on others to 


ine 16th, 20th, or 24th part of the unground corn; beſides 
Vor. VII. | | K K | about 


258 Slͤtatiſtical Account 
ment. When eſtates are thirled to the mill of another her. 
tor, the proprietors of the thirled eſtates growl at another 
man's reaping a certain part of the produce of their improve. 
ments, without contributing to the expence. One mill on'y 
of this deſcription is in this pariſh, There are two others, 
belonging to two different heritors, to which their own 
_ eſtates only are thirled. It ſeems to be a general with, thi 
an equivalent were projected, under the eye of the legiſla. 
ture, for aboliſhing this ſpecies of vaſſalage. 


Character. A ſenſe of religion and decency prevails among 

the people in general, One man only, within the memory 
of tradition, was convicted of a capital crime, and ſuffered 
for jr about g9 years ago. No doubt, ſuch a number engaged 
in diſtilling ſpirits, has a tendency to corrupt the morals; 
but the bad effects of this trade are leſs diſcernible than might 
be feared, Were the effects worſe than they are, there is a 
fatal neceſſity of continuing the diſtillery, until ſome other 
manufacture be eſtabliſhed in its ſtead, whereby the people 
will be enabled to find money to pay their rents. The worlt 
effect of the great plenty of ſpirits is, that dram ſhops are ſet 
up almo!t in every village for retail, where young and idle 
OD People 


about the 48th part of the meal aſter grinding. Mills and mul. 
ttizes hive been conveyed like other property. The convey- 
_ ance includes gr , crefcentia ; ſometimes are included invecta ! 
illata, and whatever Holes fire and water on the eſtate. V ani 
elt is alſo ſuid to conſtitute a right, without any written do. 
cument. 5 C | 
The miller*s dnes, or the wages for labour, are a ſeparate 
article, contiſting of a certain quantity of meal inſtantly paid 
out of every boll, (as formerly meaſured in aſcertaining the 
mitltare). both to the head miller and his ſubſtitute. For tlis 
payment, the mers not only grind the corn, but ſupport the 
machinery. Often the head miller pays a rent to his landlord 
for his place. The multure and miller's dues are ſo hear), 
that, on ſons eſtates, they amount nearly to the value of lle 
land rent. | | | 
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cence, They are the greateſt nuiſance in the pariſh. It is a 


pity that no effectual one has as yet been projected | for l- 
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Language. —Gaelic i IS the ele language of the whole 
pariſh, except in gentlemen” s families. Several of the inha- 
bitants read the Engliſh Bible, and can tranſact buſineſs in 
that language; but they, as well as the bulk of the people, 
prefer religious inſtruction in Gaelic ; and therefore are at 
4 to read the Gaelic New Leſtament, and Piaim Book, 

The names of the places are uniformly Gaelic, expreſ- 
hy of their ſituation, or of ſome circumſtance which {truck 
the fancy of the original inhabitants. Some names of places 


Fo — 


it recall to view the family economy of the great Barons, 


while the feudal government ſubſiſted in its full vigour. The | 
wages of their menial ſervants and tradeſmen ſeem to have 
been paid in land, Hence we find the Smzh's Croft, the 
Arriw-mater's, the Bow-maker's, the Waulker's, the Cook's, 
the Baker s, the Piper's, the Fiddler's Creft, c. Of theſe there 
are, in this pariſh, Belnagown, the town of the ſmiths; 
Teanafile, the reſidence of the fiddle ; and Cruitucb, the field = 
1 of the harp, or harper's field. All the above names, and | 3900 
. more from the ſame origin, are to be found near ancient feats, : 
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N 1 M B E * XXIV. 


PARISH OF RATHO. 


1 5 (County f Mid. 0 er of Edinburgh 
Synod * Lothian and T. weeddate,) Dn 


25 the Reverend Mr fans; ee „ 


Situation, , Extent, Surface N Te, 


8 the Reformation, Ratho was a parſonage, un- 
der the provoſtry of Corſtorphine z z and, as every pa- 
riſh, in times of Popery, had a tutelar faint, that of Ratho 
had been dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This appears, not 
only from tradition, but from this farther circumſtance, that 
the conſecrated well near the church, a copious ſtream of very 
pure water, ſtill bears the name of the Lady's Well. 

The pariſh is a little more than 4 miles long and about 35 
broad. A narrow irregular corner, which runs very far to 
the ſouth-weſt, and in which there are few inhabitants, if 
taken into the computation, would extend the length of the 
pariſh above a mile farther. The eaſt part of it is a fine flat 
country, lying exactly in the middle between the Pentland 
Hills and the Frith of Forth, and reaching within 5 miles of 
the capital, The weſtern part contains ſeveral ſmall hills 
all covered with green, but very rocky. Thoſe towards the 
north are all whin-ſtone; but the hills of Dalmahoy and 
Kims, c on the ſouth fide, abound much in free. ſtone. 


VI 


515 


jn ſome parts, particularly towards the eaſt, it is of a ſtronger 


quality, and tends to clay, a ſoil in which wheat and beans 


are produced to great advantage. The huſbandry of this pa- 


ti has been, for ſeveral years paſt, in a progreſſive tate of 
improvement. Conſiderable quantities of manure, brought 
regularly from Edinburgh, and abundance of lime in the 
near neighbourhood, have contributed much to produce this 
happy effect. Several gentlemen in the pariſh farm on a : 
large ſcale, and with great ſpirit and ſucceſs. Their ge- 
neral practice is, to ſummer fallow a large field, to manure 

it richly, and ſow it with wheat, by which they have of pro- 
Their ſubſe- 
quent crop is commonly beans and peaſe; after which a 
take a crop of barley or oats, with which they ſow graſs 


duct generally from g to 12 bolls on the acre. 


ſeeds; they then take one or two crops of hay, and after- 


wards keep it ſome years in paſture. By this rotation, they 


preſerve their ground in excellent order. The following is 


given, as one inſtance out of many, of the fertility of theſe 
lands. Mr Kirkland, two years ago, ſummer fallowed and 
manured a field of 16 acres ; it produced, of good grain, 14 


bolls per acre. The price of wheat was ſo high that year, as 
to ſell from 26 8. to 28s. per boll ; fo that, from his wheat 
and the ſtraw, he realized 20 J. Sterling per acre, i. e. 3201. 
on the 16 acres. This fact may be depended upon, as the 
vriter hereof had it from himſelf. Other inſtances of great 


improvement in huſbandry, and correſponding produce, 
might be mentioned; but this is by no means the general 
condition of the pariſh. Many of the ſmaller tenants conti- 


nue in the old tract, and thereby retard the progreſs of i im 
prorement. 


Climate, 


| of Robe . 


Sil and Coltare,=aiFhe ſoil of the land is an a light 
loam, with a conſiderable mixture of ſand in many places. 


. p . th ee — 
1 3 * —_ — — — 22 — — 
, " _ — n : . n - 5 75 L : 
_ a ** — $4 — 2 Eo ers n 5 * - Sd Ran fo Pig: 3 IT AISLE: Bb. IA Ar a> - LIE NEE ES Ee. 
1 - . > ** 7 ry doit . TINGS ES => ie ad cb. 94,76 . - 2 — A nt þ 4s pt Ss — — hy ng 271 72 . 3 r ER FE 225 - * YET IE, N 0 8 EIS — — W 2 os 
— ET IFROTE one” RE — — — — 2 N 2 8 9 > — Sa >>; 2 * x p n 2 2 . * 8 4 — 1 . it ap 4 Sag — —— 8 2 bs 
n - . 4 — ——— 9 5 2 8 * r » : > T — ET.” (TEES. SITS 5 Ix — 3 — — — 3 25 . . . — 3 _ . 
= 3% » * * * 8 2 F . 1 $ e e N 7 of 1 2 * 4 — 2 4 2 4 \ — N + 7 
8 r — — TD. — = 2 b po 204 hge ea 2 r = Ih 1 — 8 th ADE 7 2 7 I Dade” IE E 5 2 — hom te ONES EET a ren re," heir of : 
. T..... AAA ⁵⁵T——— SRI n C TTW DES ESE OE rn 2 a : OY. N ene 
CO "RIS, WE <a, ä — A Se 1 Is SG WO ERS Er 7 5 = FF at LE Td - A . — HE SH * ' r F * 2 
3 8 PX. "3 » © SIE] CE > 3 ly x _— Y he ts 2 2 ? „ rn. f " 
* S "chm co et n . FO LEST. —_ 
r P Ss REL 
wy SE r 


** —— _ - 
SS 


3 
Prot 


_ 
— 


9 
— 


25 4x * = 2 „ 
3 32 = 2 N FP, OR - ” SORE TIES A” - 
9 ” DE tans of E XX ee DE We Oy OP Y — 22 * £ . y 
1 4 : Wn ers A r 4 : l * 1 ” W 5 _— Fo 48 8. IRIS, Y : * * 
D 3 2. 8. 3 8. 4A 5 — Crete ge tt Hoe dee pH ST RTE / ß Sn En ge gp; Do oY ed 
y oC * fe £4 — „ * * — 8 Pn as " : 4 % . S ns ar wa L- — - 
. N 3 i ts. n — e, Ex. ap LEA 4 Rp ne n * 1 OS ES Lo ne, Ng 
et 8 e 3 . N PT AV 2, CY I, J P hy > BY 928 wy : L - 8 WTF > Ws . 
Ry — — - — — - 9 me DIA , n . 5 3 SE Was re IIS —_ N N — n K — x : PPT FY 8 Ix 8 [Ps . "e Ca 2 r N 4.4) = 4:02" xi wy - \ 
——— ky Fg « n Da e r „ > . F CAE Fg „ IO AS 88 1 LAWN e e 1 or - f- 2 2 EF" \ 2 hs 3 3 * eee . 
4 dey” . l Y 25 „ oo 25 tg Gn pr $5 er En 4 75 r 4 > r 6— . du ˙·˙ L noen tt Age, r- e b 5 on TR 8 9 4 = 28 7 * & * * = = \ \ 
: 2 * 'F —_— 4 n _ 2 3 „ mb app ot mt n 4 * 4 — A rr wy - "RB 7 2 Ro — — 5 4 * bo r oy l 
SS Owe c 4 1 3 | * Jv. ip * £23 - * us, —_— 5 2 4 * L " r 8 2 5” - © 2 TIS 1 7 
L y 2 . N 4 . 3 4 5 - 7 3 8 2 9 r 1 8 cog opt PN K * 
2 7 FI r * 2 L — xe £4 1 272 KO N = i : 
- : = Lees At r — „ n — _ fv. x 2 B 
— - = _ e OO” 1 - 


— 


r 
— x 4 


_——— — 
. ory 


— 3 1 


. 
I 
y 
tb; g 
75 
by 
17 
4 
r 


n 
” 
wy 
— 
* 
$ 


* 
— — — =y — — 
” * 


— 


„ Sifical lu 


. en Ec, — As there | is but a Gall: probor- 
. tion of marſhy ground, the climate is thought, upon the 
whole, ſalutary, and ſome parts of it, namely the village; of 
Norton and Bonington, both on elevated ſituations, and built 
on rock, have been reputed to be particularly conducive to 
f longevity. The incumbent has known many inſtances, | in 
the courſe of his miniſtry, of perſons above 90 years old, 
though few now in life have arrived at ſo advanced a period. 
One inſtance, however, of uncommon longevity, deſerves 
particlar attention. William Ritchie, now living 1 in Long 
| Dalmahoy, formerly a tenant to the Earl of Mortoy, and 
now ſupported by his Lordſhip's bounty, is believed to be at 
leaſt 105 years old. His birth is not to be found in any pa- 
riſh record, but may be aſcertained from this circa:nſtance; 
| His brother, Adam Ritchie, cowfeeder in Fountainbridge, 
was only three years older than William; Adam died aboxe 
; three years ago, aged 105. His age was properly authenti- 
| cated, and publiſhed at the time in the newſpapers. |his 
very old man has been twice married, and has had 22 chil- 
dren, alternately ſons and daughters. His youngeſt fon is at 
preſent about 10 years old. The incumbent has baptiz- 
ed at leaſt two children to him ſince he was 99 years of 
age, and his wite has the character of being A: very: honeſt 


woman. 


5 3 and Rent. — This pariſh is very reſpectable in 
point of heritors. They are eight in number, and, though na 
always reſident, have moſtly their principal ſeats here. The 
eſtate of Hatton, by far the moſt conſiderable, being nearly 
equal, in value and extent, to half the parith, was formerly 
the property of the Earl of Lauderdale, and long in the 
poſſeſſion of that noble family. This great eſtate vi 
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ntronage, to Miſs Scott of Scotſtarvet, for 84,000 1. *. -The 
| Farl of Morton has his principal ſeat at Dalmahoy, about a 
mile eaſt from Hatton, The pleaſure ground of this place is 
more modern, being formed within theſe 50 years, by James 
karl of Morton, P. R. S. and grandfather to the preſent 
Earl, Dalmahoy houſe is finely ſituated in the middle of a 
great park, containing between 400 and 500 acres, incloſed 
by one of the beſt built walls in Scotland, and ſubdivided in- 
70 commodious incloſures, by ſunk fences and belts of planta- 
ton, forming, altogether, a very beautiful and extenſive ſcene, 
—The other heritors are, Thomas M*Knight, Eſq; of Ratho, 
who purchaſed that eſtate about 5 years ago, and has already 
litinguiſhed himfelf exceedingly, by the uncommon ſpirit 
with which he conducts his improvements, and whereby he 
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s greatly increaſing the value of his property; Robert Liſ- 
ton, Eſq; of | Damhead, at preſent ambaſſad or from the 8 | 


of Britain to that of Stockholm, and juſtly diſtinguiſhed for 
his abilities in the diplomatic line : William Cunningham, 
If; of Bonington z—Meflrs Alexander Reid of Rathobyres, 
and his brother, Cumberland Reid of Gogarbank; and James 
Wilkie portioner of Rathobyres. A ſmall proportion of the 
land lets as high as two guineas per acre 3 but theſe are prin- 
unally the grounds round the village. The rent of the pa- 
lth, at a medium, may be reckoned from 225. to 25 8. per 
acre, The real rent of the whole pariſh amounts very near- 
to 5000 1, Sterling ; the valued rent is exactly 62501. 138. 
d. Scotch. . 5 ES 


Priſpets, Pleaſure Grounds, Sc. Perhaps no pariſh in this 
country affords more varied and delightful proſpects than 
| | | | | | that 
* An eſtate, equal in extent, value, ſituation, and many other 
advantages, is rarely to be found. The principal ſeat at -Hat- 


amis a venerable old houſe, with extenſive gardens, and ſur. 


rounded with large plantations and incloſures, of at leaſt 800 
«res of ground, 4 | 
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qq runs nearly through the middle of the pariſh, and x. 
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that of Ratho'; almoſt from every part of it, the capital, with 
its extenſive environs and ſurrounding hills, are in full view, 
From the ſmall eminences in the weſt end of the pariſh, theſe 
views appear to the greateſt advantage. One of theſe de. 
mands particular attention. From the top of the ſouth Platt 
Hill, immediately above the manſe *, can be pointed out 14 
different counties full in view. Some aſſert, that parts of 16 
counties, making one half of Scotland, may be ſeen from thut 
ſpot. This proſpect gives a full view of the Forth, from the 
| iſland of May towards Stirling; the coaſts of Fife, Kinroſs, 
and Clackmannan the hills in the ſhires of Perth, Stirling, 
and Dunbarton, as far as Ben-Lomond ; the three Lothians, 
| Berwickſhire, &c.—The great road from Edinburgh to Gba. 


longſt it from Addiſton Bridge to Bonington, for more than 
two miles, there is one uninterrupted ſcene of the moſt beau- 
tiful and valuable plantation any where to be ſeen, It com- 
prehends the extenſive pleaſure grounds of Addiſton, Ratho, 
Dalmahoy, Hatton, and Bonington. „ end 


C Church and School, —The church is ſituated exaclly 7 mile 
weſt from Edinburgh. It is very old; but when it was found- 
ed is uncertain. The ſtipend conſiſts of 5 chalders of vidual 

58 1. 8s. 6 d. Sterling in money, which, at the county cor 

 verfion of 10s. 5 d. per boll, makes the ſtipend equal to 1001. 
Sterling. But, from the uſual difference between the count 

converſion and the ſelling prices, it is equal to 120 I. comm 
1 2 %% 


There are the remains of two encampments, both probab!! 


Daniſh ; the one on Kaimes Hill, in the ſouth-weſt corner of 


the pariſh, the other on the South Platt Hill. immediately a0 
the manſe; but the laſt, within theſe few years, has been, 1 
great meaſure, deſtroyed, by blowing and carrying of dle 
ſtones for building dikes and other purpoſes, | | 
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bus anni. The e's conſiſts of near 9 acres, whereof 5 is 
meadow ground, of no great value; but the whole, with the 
manſe and garden, may be reckoned equal to 201. a year.— 
The ſchoolmaſter”s ſalary, about 25 years ago, was only 81. 
38. Sterling. Upon an application to the heritors, they aug- 


houſe, was alloted to the old ſchoolmaſter for life, and 141. N 


17, there being lem ſuch i in Scotland, 


for exigencies. FT here have been, almoſt ever ſince, however, 


to the extent of near 70 l. Sterling annually, which ſum has 
been produced altogether from weekly collections at the 
church doors. This may appear incredible in ſo ſmall : a pa- 
tiſn; but one circumſtance, which deſerves to be recorded, to 
the honour of the late noble patron, will c<pluin it. The late 
Earl of Lauderdale, who was remarkable, in his rank, for reli- 
gious decency, and for his regular attendance on public ordinau- 
ces, gave, every Sabbath, a guinea of collection, and ſtill more 
liberal donations on ſacramental occaſions ; ſo that, in the way 
of weekly collection, i in little more than 30 years, he gave at 


A 1— teaff 


mented it to 131. 3s. About 10 years ago, the ſchool- | 
maſter being rendered unfit, by age, for the duties of his of- 
fice, moſt of the heritors voluntarily agreed to double the 
ſalary, and raiſed it to about 241. of which 101. with a free 


eſtabliſhed as a ſalary for an efficient teacher, the choice of x : 
whom was left to the miniſter. Ever ſince there has been at 
Ratho a numerous and thriving ſchool; and within theſe two 
years, the heritors have expended above 1501. Sterling in 
enlarging the ſchoolmaſter's houſe and rebuilding the ſchool; | 
which is finiſhed and furniſhed in ſo complete a manner, that 
t may be conſidered as a model for other parts of the coun» | 


"Pura the year 1760, the parith had no money at in- 
tereſt, and not above 101. of ſtock in the treaſurer's hand 


adout 40 indigent perſons, at an average, regularly ſupplied, 
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jeaſt I 500 . Sterling to ke ſopport of 1. 26K, | beſides os 


1 1 0 extenſive charities in the pariſh. In this manner have the 


: poor here been more regularly and amply ſupplied than in 
moſt other pariſhes, till within theſe 3 years, when we were 
obliged to have recourſe to parochial aſſeſſments, and only 
5 75 l. have hitherto been demanded in that way. The poor 

have, of monthly penſion, from 28. 6d. to 68. according to 

their various exigencies. In the year 1782, there was a vo- 
luntary contribution, to the amount of near 50 l. which 
with their ordinary penſions, ſupported them i in a pretty com- 
fortable way 8 that very bard — 8 


| Population. —With reſpect to the number of TS there 
has been a conſiderable decreaſe * ſince the commencement of 
4 the preſent incumbent's miniſtry. | In the year 1760, the 
number v was avout I 113 5. At chat time, indeed, there were 
| many 


a „There is no 176800 * of burials, but the following table 
of births and marriages, extracted from the minutes of ſeſſion, 
by the clerk, will thew that the 1 wan has not varied much 

- theſe laſt 10 Years: | | 


| ant; AGES, 5 5 5 mr 
From 1% Fan. 1782, to 1 ut Diuring the ſame period. 
: J „ _ Makes. females. Tau 
1782 5 % Lo 
1783 1 3 
1784 ms 30 e 1 
1 8 "10-16-36 
1786 9 CVP 
17 1 * VVV 
1788 — 7 11 . 
1789 * 1 26 
1790 10 9 12 5 — 
79 - 4 ET. 
Total, —— ——__ 


Average 6; per ann. 10 13 2378 
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many people engloyed carrying on. improvement: at Dalma- 
hoy and other places. They ſoon began to decreaſe, and at 
preſent do not exceed 825 ſouls. So great a diminution, = 
in 2 pariſh ſo near the capital, in the ſpace of little more 
than 30 years, may ſeem ſurpriſing ; but the cauſe has arifen 
principally from letting the lands in large farms, and turning 
much of them into paſture grounds, whereby ſome villages 
have been entirely depopulated, and others conſiderably re- 
duced in numbers. If it be a good maxim, that the riches 
of a country conſiſt chiefly in the number of its inhabi- 
tants, the policy of the proprietors has not been directed, 
in this reſpect, to the beſt intereſts of the pariſh. One cir- 
cumſtance, indeed, that obſtructs the increaſe of population 
in this diſtrict, is, the great diſtance from coals, the pariſh. 
being, in this reſpect, the moſt unhappily ſituated of any in 
the three Lothians. It is equally diſtant from the eaſt and 
weſt hills, being between 10 and 12 miles diſtant from both; 
and many bring them from Bonharr, which is 17 miles dif. 
tant, on account of the goodneſs of the roads. This cir- 
cumſtance muſt prove an inſurmountable obſtacle to the eſta. 
blſhment of manufactures, and conſequently to the popula- 
tion of this pariſh; which, however, upon the Whole, has 
only decreaſed 105 within theſe 37 years; the number re- 
turned to Dr Webſter, in the year 1755, being 930. 


| Eminent Men. — The immediate predeceſſor of the preſunt 
incumbent, 1 was Dr William Wilkie, who, in 1760, was trant- 
lated to the profeſſorſhip of natural philoſophy in the uni- 
verſity of St. Andrew's. This gentleman, along with many 
peculiarities of character, poſſeff ed much valuable knowl:-dgæ, 
and, in point of extent and originality of genius, had per- 
laps no ſuperior in his time. He was author of the Epigo- 
Bad, an epic poem of great merit, and which, as a mouu- 
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_ ment of his poetical abilities, will wag do katider 10 101 me⸗ 

55 mory. He wrote alſo a volume of fables, which he dedi. 
5 cated to his noble patron, the Earl of Lauderdale. It is per. 
5 haps to be regretted, that many valuable manuſcripts of his 

5 both ſcientific and miſcellaneous, have never 1 publiſhed, 


| Hed died about 18 228 ago. : 
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7 Eaft Montland. 2569 


N | U M B E R 7 XXV. 


PARISH OF NEW OR FAST MONKLAND. 


( Cty f Lanark—Preſytery of Ha ami un.— ne 1 


"0 * and . 9 


B Mr W 1. 114 1 Mack 5 77 riter in Edinburgh, 


| Name, Situation, and Extent. 


the Monks of Newbottle, to whom they originally belonged. 


But part of it being erected into a ſeparate pariſh, about the year 
1640, it was called New Monkland, and the other diſtrict Old 


Monkland, for diſtinction's ſake. In moſt writings, however, 


the former is called Za? Monkland, from its being ſituated to 


the eaſt of Old Monkland.—Eaſt Monkland is fituated in that 


diſtrict or ſubdiviſion of Lanarkſhire, called the Middle Ward, 
and is the moſt northerly pariſh in the county. It is about 10 
miles in length, from eaſt to weſt, and 7 in breadth about the 


middle, but narrower at both ends. - 


1 Seil, e Produce, Se. — There is neither 
all nor mountain in the whole diſtrict, although the greater 
part of it lies conſiderably above the level of the ſea. The = 
higheſt lands are in the middle of the pariſh, and run the 


Whole length of it, from eaſt to weſt, declining gently on 
each ade to the rivers Calder and Luggie, which are its 
ſouthern 


THE bilde of Old and New Monkland, were former- 5 
| ly united, under the general name of Monkland, from 
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| ſouthern and northern boundaries. The whole is a beautify 
champaign country, agreeably diverſified by vales and gents 

riſings. The eaſtern part of the pariſh is rather encumbere 
with moſs. —The ſoil is various. The north and weſt parts of 
the pariſh are the beſt, conſiſting, generally, of a ſtrong cy 
Joil, and, when properly cultivated, yield good crops, The 
middle and eaſt parts are of a moſſy ſoil, and, in early ſeaſons 
yield good crops of oats and potatoes; but, in cold late :1. 
ſons, ſeldom ripen well, Wheat, barley, peaſe, beans, oats 
flax, clover, and rye-graſs, are ſown annually ; but oats arc 
the moſt general crop. Great quantities of flax are railel 
for ſale, ſome years to the extent of above 100 acres, The 
flax is generally ſown the ſecond year after the lands are bro. 
ken up from paſture, after a crop of oats or peaſe. An acre 


5 of ground let for flax, brings 5 I. or 61. Sterling of rent fr 


that year. There are 114 ploughgates of land in the pariſh, 


The ploughgates differ greatly with regard to extent; but, 


on an average, may contain from 70 to 80 acres of arable 
land, beſides paſture and moſs, of which laſt there are ſome 
_ thouſands of acres in the middle and eaſtern parts of the pr. 
Tiſh. The eſtates of Airdrie, Rothſolloch, Monkland, and 
| Rochſoles, are greatly improved, well incloſed, and finely 
meltered with large plantations of foreſt trees, which thrive 
well, The pariſh, in general, is incloſed with ditches and 


5 | hedges of white thorn ; but many of the hedges are bat, 


partly owing to want of care, and partly to the moſh ſoil ot 
the higher grounds, where it is found, that thorns never 
thrive, and ſeldom. live above 20 years. The beſt improve! 
lands are occupied in paſture, and let yearly to graziers, for 
fattening ſheep and black cattle. By this method, the lands 
are not only improved, but alſo bring more rent, than by 
letting them on leaſes. Manures of all kinds are rather Os 
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the breed, in which they have made great progreſs. They 


now rear as fine draught horſes and milk cows as any in 
Scotland, There are about 200 milk cows kept in the town 


of Airdrie, which not only ſupply the inhabitants with milk, 
but have greatly improved the neighbouring fields by their 


dung. Potatoes þ are now become a general crop, and are 
uſed both for family uſe and feeding cattle. Turnip and 
cabbage huſbandry are little practiſed, though the few trials 
made, have ſucceeded well, The management of the dairy 

is well underſtood, and carefully attended to. Cheeſe, equal 

0 Stilton, (perhaps not interior to Parmeſan), is made by 
ſome families; but this ſuperior kind is moſtly made for pri- 


vate 


t is got from the lime- works in Cumbernauld pariſh; but 
'be long carriage makes it very expenſive. This, however, will 


be in ſome degree remedied, when the Monkland navigation is 


fniſned, (which it is expected to be in the courſe of next year), 


45 lime will then be brought by water carriage. The moſt ap- 


proved method of uſing lime, is to lay it on the ſurface ſome 


Years before breaking up. This makes the paſture more valu- 
dle, and never fails to produce plentiful crops. A conſiderable 
quantity of dung is £ 
and 2 8. the ſingle cart-load. „ 8 

} They anſwer the purpoſe well; but there is a prejudice a- 
gemſt the culture of them, that they weaken and impoveriſh the 
land, although the very reverſe is the fact, as it has been found, 
by every Judicious inquirer, that potatoes, next to peaſe and 
lurnips, are the moſt enriching crop that can be put on any ſoil. 
A diſeaſe in this valuable root has lately made its appearance, 
commonly called the curled leaf; but this diſeaſe chiefly affects 
potatoes planted in wet or low grounds. 


of Faſt Monkland, _ 
renſive, | Lime * is the moſt general one. Ploughs of diffe- 
rent kinds are uſed, but chiefly the Scotch plough, of a light 
conſtruction, which is moſt commonly drawn by 2, ſome- 
times 3 horſes, it being now rare to ſee 4 horſes yoked in 5 
one plough. From the high prices given for cattle, butter, 
and cheeſe, the farmers have of late turned their attention 
chiefly to the rearing young cows and horſes, and improving 


g is got at Airdrie, which ſells as high as 20 d. 


2 


= 


Sri fre cont 


vate uſe. . From the vicinity of Glaſgow, which K nl ie 
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F dies I 
Hay and Rent. There are above. 100 heritors i in | the 


pariſh, beſides the feuers of Airdrie after mentioned; and 
as the lands i in general are farmed by the proprietors them. 
| ſelves, they are better cultivated than could be expected, if 
they were farmed by tenants on ſhort leaſes. The principal 
beritors are Miſſes Iſobel, Bethia, and Margaret Aitchiſon, of 
Rochſolloch and Airdrie, Andrew Stirling of Drumpellier, 
John Henry Cochrane of Rochſoles, James Dunlop of Garn- 
Kirk, Andrew Buchanan of Ardinconnal, William Hamilton 
of Wiſhaw, and John Niſbet of Cairnhill, Eſquires, none of 
whom reſide in the pariſh, but the Miſs Aitchiſons, and oc- 
5 caſignally, Mr Cochrane.— The valued rent is 68221, 63 
8d. Scotch. The real rent cannot be aſcertained, as the 
5 greater part of the lands are poſſeſſed by the proprietors; but 
if the whole were rented, the lands might yield between 


ooo l. and Gocol. Sterling, and the houſes ! in the town of 
Airdrie about 1000 l. _ 


Eci uf 1 State —The church was rebuilt in the year 
1777. It is a very handſome country church, and contains 
1200 people. The manſe was built about 50 years ago, and 
lately got a complete reparation, with a new ſet of offices 
The church, with the repairs of the manſe, new ſchool-houſe, 
and church-yard dike, coſt near 10001. The heritors are 
patrons. The ſtipend is 8 chalders of oatmeal, or 128 bolls 
and 1s paid by the College of Glaſgow, who are titulars cf 
the teinds, according to the fiars of the commiſſariot of Hi. 
milton and Campſie, The miniſter is alſo allowed half! 


chalder of meal for communion elements. The glebe, manſe, 


and 
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ſells a 
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* garden, are worth about 141. yearly. When oat-meal 


ſells at 1 s. the peck, which is about the average price, the 
whole living is about 1201. yearly. The ſtipend has never 
deen augmented . A very handſome chapel of eaſe was 
built laſt year for the accommodation of the town of Airdrie, 
by a voluntary ſubſcription, and a meeting-houſe, for the 


people of the Burgher Ailociation, was lately alſo built at 


Airdrie, although there are very few diſſenters in rhe pariſh. 
Their congregation is therefore collected from neighbouring q 


 Sebvole and Por. There is a public ſchool at the pariſh 
church. The ſalary is 5 1. 11s. 14d, with a ſchool and 
dwelling-houſe, but no garden. This falary, being paid by 
more than 100 heritors, is ſcarcely worth collecting. The 


ſchoolmaſter is alſo precentor and ſeſſion clerk. The emo- 


luments of theſe offices, though trifling, are better than the 


ſalary, but the whole is a ſhameful pittance in ſo wealthy a 


pariſh ; and it is a diſgrace to the country, that ſo uſeful a 
body of men are, in Scotland, ſo poorly provided for in ge- 


neral, and calls loudly for redreſs. There are generally two 
ſchools in the town of Airdrie; but as they have neither 
ſchool-houſe nor falary, the teachers continue no longer than 
till a better place offers. If one penny upon the pound 
Scotch of valued rent, all over Scotland, were levied, along 
with the land- tax, and paid to the parochial ſchoolmaſters, in 


| addition to their preſent trifling ſalaries, it might make their 


The Reverend Mr Parzicx MaxweLL is the preſent in- 
eumbent; he was ſettled in the year 1760, and is married, but 
has no children. To the great concern of the pariſhioners, he 
has, for ſorre time paſt, been in a bad ſtate of health, which 
rendered him unfit ro araw up the ſtatiſtical account of the pa- 
Tila, and induced the writer bereof to undertake the tatk, 
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Ty Iiving n more. decent, and their vſefalnelh more e nent: Thy 
could be levied without expence, and ſuch a trifle would ne. 
ver be miſſed by the proprietors. +Fhe number of poor on 
the pariſh roll, are between 40 and 0. The ſum diſtribu. 
ed among them, for fome time paſt, is about 70l. annually, 
The funds tor ſupplying them do not exceed 1001, the inte. 
reſt of which, with the collection at the church doors, morts 
cloths or pall-dues, proclamations of the banns of marriage, 
and an extraordinary collection on the firſt Sabbath of June 
_ yearly, has hitherto raiſed a ſum equal to the yearly diſtribu- 
tion. I here are 4 different charitable ſocieties in the town 
of Airdrie, who have about 500 I. of ſtock, and are very ule- 
ful in ſupporting poor members. Their funds are well ma 
If ſuch ſocieties were eſtz 
; bliſhed i in every pariſh, and properly conducted, they would 
be very beneficial, particularly in times of dearth, by laying 
out their ſtock for the purchaſe of grain, and ſelling it tothe 
Poor at prime coſt, as was done here in the year 1783, upon 
the general failure of the preceding crop * 


naged, and increaſing yearly, 


| -Minavaale and Mineral Sorings Goal and iron-ſtone are, 
or way be found, almoſt in every farm, The Monkland coil 
has been long famed for the quality and richneſs of its ſeams, 
Twenty years ago, coal fold fo low as 6 d. the cart load; but 
ſince the Monkland navigation was opened, it ſells at 18 d. 
e - — 


* There are few or. no begging poor in the pariſh ; » but no 
place of the country is more pei tered with vagrants and 97Þ 


ſies, as there is neither work-houſe, jail, nor reſident Magi 


ſtrate in the pariſh, A ſet of reſpectable conſtables who under. 


ſtood, and could properly exerciſe, the ample powers committed 
to them, might be of great uſe, i in 9 the country of ſuch 
vagrants; but as this ee is generally filled by the mot ig: 
3 and worthleſs, they are become a auitance Ree 0; 4 
benefit. 
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at 28. 6 d. the cart. On account of its ſuperior quality, it is 


carried 20 miles ad upwards round the country. Lime has 85 
been found in the north part of the pariſh, but is not wrought 
| at preſent. There are plenty o. free-ſtone quarries, and a- 
hundance of whin or moor-ttones i in every part of the pariſh, 8 
There are ſeveral mineral ſprings, chiefly of the chalybeate 
kind; but the one called Monkland Well, near Airdrie, is 
the molt famons, and has long been uled luccefsfully, in 


all ſcorbutic, ſcrophulous, and other cutaneous cates, and in 


complaints of the ſtomach and eyes. About 40 years ago, it 
Was frequented by the gay and fathionable from all quarters; 
but now only by the poor and lame. But if the rich, who 


need a cure, knew the value of this water, they might find 


real advantage from it, at a {mall expence, in compariſon of 


the Engliſh water ing 7 placcs, as every accommodation can be 


got in the 8 hood at caly rates. 
Riads, B. en She roads were in a molt 1 rretched 
rate, till the year 1772, when the county obtained an att of 


Farliament for commuting the {tarute work for money. Since 


that period, the roads are oreatly improved, and a bridge 


built over almoſt every rivulet, The preſent converſion is 


Iz s. Sterling for cach ploughgate of land, and 18 d. for 
each nouto >hol Jer, wt: ich amounts to 1001. Or thereby, 411 


Miatly, [his fund; 15 mana? ged 10 the beſt ma ner, and 28 


here are plenty of exceile nt ma terials, few Pariſhes in Scot- 
15 

land h: ave ſuch good roa. 18. An act v A8 obtained Laſt ſeflion 
0 


14 4.4.43 


10 Gia 80 ., by Bathoate and Airdrie, the track of which will 


run through this pariſh for many miles, and, when fin 


che cart, weighing 12 cwt. Excellent ſmithy coal, and blind ; 
coal for drying grain and malt, are found at Airdrie, and fell ' 
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| Population. —The village, or, as it is commonly called, the 
toton of Airdrie *, is the only one in the pariſh, and ſtand; 
near the ſouth-weſt extremity, on a beautiful rifing ground, 
| between two ſmall rivulets, regularly built, with wide ſtreets, 
and extends near an Engliſh mile in length from eaſt to wet, 
It had very few inhabitants at the beginning of the preſent 
century; but they are much increaſed ſince. In the year 
1760, there were only 300 examinable perſons ; in the year 
1789 they amounted to 1100; and from an actual ſurvey, ta. 
| ken this preſent year, (1792), there are 1762 ſouls in the 
town and ſuburbs, The number of ſouls, in the landward 
part of the pariſh, is not exactly known; but in the year 
1789, there were found to be 1300 perſons above 8 years of 
age, members of the church of Scotland, beſides diſſenters. 
4 Adding, therefore, theſe numbers together, with that of the 
children below 8 years of age, (who will amount to about 
500 more), it is evident, that the population of the whole 
Pariſh cannot be leſs than 3560, which is 847 more than it 
was 40 years ago, the return 10 Dr Webſter, in 1755, being 
„„ „% | 55 
The following table will give a conciſe view of the ſtate af 
the population, as well as of the different employments ck 
the inhabitants: 1 e | . 
2 Population 
lt was, by act of Parliament, in the year 1595, erected in- 


to a market town, with the privilege of holding a weekly mar: 
bet on Tacſday, and two fairs annuaily, the one on the third 


Tueſday of May, and the other on the firſt Tueſday of Novem: 


ber, O. 8. A Lammas and Candlemas fair have been added 
to the number, but the two old fairs are beſt frequentes. 


5 of Aal ene 1 5 277 
krass. Table U the Pariſh of New duet. 


Population in 1792, 5 1 
— — anno 75 5. 2713 


6 847 


Average of births, for 3 


years preceding 1792, 116 5 
Ditto of veaths *%, 60 
Ditto of marriages, | - 36 
Inhabitants in Airdrie, 1762 
—— in the country, 1800 
Proprietors reſiding, above 9 3 


— non-reſiding, 5 
dergyman, 5 2 
Nene,. > 


. 
Meſſen gers, 
School maſters, 3 


Farmers, = WE 294 


Shopkeepers, grocers, and 
victual dealers, . 0 2 
ZZZ 


V 


1 
& 


Wrights, y > 2t 
„, 
N 227 

Shoemakers .. 16 


„„ 13 
Burchers, „% Ws OS 


Miller,» Do 


Bakers, including apprentices 7 
| Candlemakers, Eo what 


o 


e , 


* | 3 2 
Sadfers, £99 e 

7 5 
i Iron founder and ſervants, 3 

3 Stockingmakers, 18 * 

Druggiſis 2 Poor, on an average, 44 

OY Et, Capital of their funds, * 100 

2 Annual income and expen- 

2 diture, about ER Oy 70 
| Exciſeman, WR 5 . 1 
Diſtillers and their ſervants, 9 


Tambourers, (children wuo 


flower muſlin with the 


tambour-needle), 203 
e 


8 „ There i is no bill of mortality kept in the parith,; but, from 
the account of the mort-cloth dues, the average number of 
deaths, for theſe 3 years paſt, is 45 yearly, buried at the parith 


church, beſides thoſe buried elſewhere, which may be reckoned 
about 15 more. The average of marriages, for the ſame. pe- 
riod, is 36 yearly. The births are not all recorded; ſome pa- 
rents neglect it to ſave the expence, and ſome, 3 religious 
ſeruples againſt the tax. The average number of baptiſms, re- 
corded for the laſt 3 years, is 96 per annum, but it is pre 
lat 20 more yearly are not recorded. 
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— —The diſtillery of malt ſpirits, brewing of 
: ale, malting, candle making, and iron founding, are the only 
manufactures of conſequence carried on at Airdrie, as the 
_ weavers and tambourers are chiefly employed by Glaſgow 
manufacturers. The diftillery is carried on to a confiderahle 
amount, there being about 40,000 gallons of proof ſpirit 


made annually, It is allowed, by judges, that the malt ſp. 


trits made at Airdrie are of a peculiar fine quality and flavour; 


and although a ſmall quantity only is uſed here, there is a 
_ conſtant demand for it from every part of the country, and 

ſome of it is exported to America and the Welt Indies on 
account of its quality, There are 7 corn mills, 6 lint mills, 
and 3 ſets of rollers for cruſhing malt. The thirlage is no 
great hardſhip here, as the multures are generally ſmall. On 
that account, lome proprictors of mills have allowed them 
to fall to ruin. fs, | 


a the number of the inhabitants, 
and the want of magiſtrates, the morals of the people are 
much better than could be expected. None born in the pa. 


riſh have ever ſuffered either corporal or capital puniſh- 
ment. The people, in general, are hoſpitable and ſober. 
Diſſipation is only to be found among a few of the lower 


rank. They attend church regularly, and are generally very 
clean and well dreſſed. 
work, finds employment, the trades people, in general, are in 
ealy circumſtances, and appear to be contented. Almoſt 


every tradeſman is proprietor of a houſe and garden, which 


gives them a natural attachment to the place. The people 


of Airdrie ſeem to have a peculiar foible of keeping a great 
number of uſeleſs dogs, which are a nuiſance to every pal- 
ſenger, and plainly points out the propricty of a tax being 


laid on theſe animals. 
Miſcellanebu. 


As every perſon, who chooſes to 
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plenty of coals and peats, water and free ſtone, good roads, 


and cheap living but one great difadvantage is, the diſtance 


fom lime, which is the manure that anſwers the ſoil beſt. | 
Another diſadvantage i is, that the College of Glaſgow are ti- 


tulars of the teinds, which are ſaid to be mortified by an 


at of Parliament, and are therefore not ſaleable. This, and 
ſeveral neighbouring pariſhes, are therefore obliged, either to 5 
take leaſes of their teinds every 19 years, and to pay 4 . 
bitrary graſſum to the college, or elſe to get them vatued by 


2 proceſs before the Court of Seifion, which is attended with 
great expence. x This calls loudly for redrefs, as it hurts the 
ſpirit of improving the lands, the College having a right to 
the fifth part of the rents, in caſe of a valuation. It would, 


therefore, be for the intereſt of thele parithes, as well as of | 
the College, to apply for an act of Parliament to make the 
teinds ſaleable, and to lay out the price upon lands for behoof 
of the College, by Commiſfioners appointed for that purpoſe; 


which would not only remedy this grievance, but ſecure the 
College revenue, encourage agriculture, and prevent many 


expenſive proceſſes between the College and the landholders. 


The pariſh, in general, is deemed healthy. No epidemical 


liſtempers are known here. Many perſons now living are 
above 80 years of age, and 3 near 100. The tmall- pox is 


the moſt fatal difeaſe, as inoculation, by ſome fatal prejudice, 
is not yet become general. Conſidering the prodigious num- 
ber that Great Britain loſſes annually by this diſeaſe, a pre- 


mium ſhould be given by government, for ſome limited time, 


to encourage the general practice of inoculation, amongſt 


the middling and lower ranks of people. It appears, that 
the ancient Celts or Gauls once inhabited this part of the 
country, as many places have Gaelic names, ſuch as Roch- 

toiloch, 
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7, abe Ohher vations.— 1 ke pariſh is, on ths whole, . 
more beautiful than fertile. Its chief advantages are the 


2 


folloch, Airdrie, s Drumkioch, Ballochnie, ke, 


| The only antiquity * worth remarking, is a large artifici 


cave, dug out of a bold rocky eminence, on the banks of the 

river Calder, in the eſtate of Monkland, in a moſt romantic 

and ſequeſtered ſpot, and which ſeems to have been a very 

| laborious undertaking. But whether it has been intended x 

an aſylum in barbarous times, or the abode of the melan- 

choly hermit, tradition is perfectly ſlent, ens the for. 
- mer is . — „ 


* See were als to bs ſeen, a ow years ago, 1 remains 
of a Roman Catholic chapel, at a place called Kipps, which wa 


deſtroyed at the Reformation. At this chapel, the abbots of 


Newbottle held annual courts, for leyyog the rents and feus of 
the hundred pound land of the barony of Monkland, then be- 


_ longing to the Abbey of Newbottle ; but this venerable monu. 
ment of antiquity is now demoliſhed, a more than ruſtic farmer 


having lately removed the walls, and turned the ſcite of it intoa 
eorn field. Upon a riſing ground, there is Rill to be ſeen an up- 
Tight granite ſtone, where it is ſaid, in former times, ; 1047 you 
wu iner criminals, called witches. 
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(02 HESE pariſhes, originally diſtinct, were united! in 16 18, 
urn! 4 by decreet of the High Commiſſion, and have ever 
ſince been under the charge of one miniſter, who diſpenſes 
ordinances alternately at each church; but, as they lie 1 in 
different ſhires, (Lundie in Forfar, and Foulis in Perth), each 
pariſh continues to have its own kirk-eſſion, poor's box, and 
leſion regiſter. It will therefore be proper to deſcribe each 
of them . And, lirſt, of 


LUNDIE. 


Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, &'c,—LUNDI1E, the name of 
the largeſt lake in the pariſh, as well as of the parith itſelf, 
is of Gaelic origin, being derived from Linn-Dz, which ſig- 
nifies the water or pool of God, probably on account of its 
great extent; as high hills, of old, were called 2e hills of Gd, 
and deep waters, the wwaters of God. It is of a circular for, 


and contains 3258 acres, of which 2000 are arable, about 
Vor, VII. Nn | | — + "Rb 
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1 10 in lakes, I 19 in Ads und, and the remainder kt 
and paſture. It is ſurrounded by Siddley-hills on the north 


©. I eſt. This fat ſlope is green, and affords good paſ. 


ture, The north or back part is heathy. The middle of 
the pariſh is pretty flat, and the ſoil is ſufficiently produc. 
tive, except in rainy or late ſeaſons, when the crop 1s ſeldom 
got in without damage. The air is not unhealthy “, though 


it muſt neceſſarily be wn, from the number of lakes and 


fens i in the 7 


Lakes 25 Echo. This are 4 lakes, all of which are ſup. 
poſed to be full of marl, from the ſpecimens that have been dup 
from their ſides ; but none of them have as yet been drained, 
Lundie loch, which is about a gun-ſhot from the church, 
covers 723 acres, and is 60 feet deep in ſome places. All 
1 of them abound in pikes, perches, and eels; but there are no 
E trouts, or any other kind of fiſh in them. Theſe lakes are 


585 the fountains of Dighty Water, which is ſo beneficial to the 


country in general, particularly to Dundee; and which 
empties itſelf into the ſea at Monyfeith, about 10 or 12 
miles from this.—At a ſmall hill, about 60 feet above the 
lake of Pitlail, there is a remarkable echo. When a perſon 
ſtands upon this hill, the ſurrounding mountains of Siddley 
forming a kind of amphitheatre, he will find a loud cry dil- 


Py repeated three times at leaſt, if not & four 4; 
| | Hiri 


pn There are no local Jillempers prevalent | in aches of theſe 

pariſhes. The molt frequent diſeaſe is the rheumatiſm. ln. 
ſtances of extraordinary longevity ſometimes occur. One man 
died here, ahout 20 Years ago, aged 106; and many have er 
ceeded 80. | | 


e following anecdote Arongly marks the amplicity of coul. 
try people: — One ſummer evening, a youn fellow ſat down on 


This hill to divert himſelf and ſome friends, by Pf 5 . 
rd 
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 Haritors and Rent. — There are 3 heritors, but none of 


them reſide in the pariſh. About 30 years ago, the land 
rent of Lundie was ſuperior to that of Foulis ; but the caſe 
is now reverſed, which may be owing to the long leaſes or 
ferent tacks granted, by which the principal heritor of the 
former pariſh has not had it in his power to incloſe and ime 
prove the ground, whereby the greater part of it is ſtill in its 
natural ſtates The difference between the rent of Lundie 
and that of Foulis cannot be ſtated with preciſion ; the for- 
mer is reckoned not much under 1000 J.; and ſome idea of - 


the advance of rent may be formed from one farm, which, in 


1642, was let at 50 merks Scotch, but is now eſteemed 2 A - 
I began at 100 J. e 


rials; Produce, ad Cattle. The chief productions 
are barley, oats, potatoes, and flax. There is more of this | 
faſt article raiſed here than at Foulis, but not ſo much artifi- 


cial graſs. Several farmers have tried the culture of wheat, 


ut have all given it up, except one. The ſeed time for oats 
is from the iſt of March; for barley, about the 20th of 
May; and for wheat, from the middle of September to the ; 
end of October. Conſiderable quantities of oats, barley, and 
oat-meal, are exported, beſides ſupplying the inhabitants. 
The crop is ſomewhat later than at Foulis.— There are 140 
horſes, and 364 cattle; ; 28 ploughs, chiefly of the conſtruc- 
tion | fecommended ** Mr James Small, in his Treatiſe on 
| e 


ee pipe, an inflrument upon which he was ee . 
good performer. But he had hardly played a ſingle tune, 
when, hearing his muſic diſtinclly repeated three times over, he 
got up in great terror, averring that the Devil was certainly in 
the place; that he had never before engaged with Satay, and 
he was determined he never would again ; whereupon he br oke 
his pipe in pieces, and could never rx be prevailed upon 
to play any n more. 
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Ploughs, Sc.; and about 37 carts, with hay tops for led. 
ing corn, Where the ground is level, and the ridges ſtraight, 


© theſe ploughs are managed by two horſes only; and one man 


both holds and drives, which occaſions a conſiderable faving 
VVV 


Population. For theſe 30 years paſt, the population has 
varied little; though, from the regiſter of baptiſms and buri. 
als, there appears to be a great increaſe; the number of the 
former, within that period, being 343, and that of the latter 
only 145. The number of inhabitants, at preſent, is 334, 
all of whom attend. the eſtabliſhed Church, except two or 
three Seceders. Of theſe, there are 16 farmers, who keep 
two ploughs each; 2 ſmaller ones, who have a horſe and 
ſome cows; 14 weavers and 2 wrights, who have a cow and 
an acre of ground apiece; 2 taylors, 2 ale-ſellers, and 1 
ſmith. There is alſo a ſmall bleachfield, with a waſhing- 
will, beetles, &c, and a thread mill, which give work to 14 
or 15 people. = : ff. 


FOULIS. 


Extent, Surface, and Soil, —This pariſh is of a triangular 
form, lying nearly eaſt and weſt. The greateſt length is four 


me aſured 


»The average annual wages of a plowman, in both parithes, 
are 8]. though ſore have 101; thoſe of a maid-ſervant 30 
including bounties; ſuch as 2 yards of linen and an apron, with 
ground for 2 lippies of limſeed. About 40 years ago, tht 
wages of the ſormer were only 21. and of the latter 20s. with 
the buunties. A day's wages of a man employed in agricultute 
are 15. or 8 d. with his viquals ; thoſe of wright 10d. a ma: 
fon 15. and a taylor 8d. with their maintenance. Theſe wages 
are found ſufficient for the ſupport of themſelves and families 
while in health; and, when in diſtreſs, they are aided from the 
funds. 6 nn 


Ur 


of Lundie and Bab. — 


neaſured miles, ad ihs aedium bend fontewhat more 
than one. It contains 1200 acres of arable land, and 744 of 
will, wood, and paſture ground —Fhe ſoil is, in general, 
rich, well cultivated, and moſtly incloſed. The ground has 
an eaſy lope towards the ſouth, which renders the ſituation _ 
very. agrecable, There is only one hill, called the Black 


Lao, which, though noted for good paſturage formerly, is 
row become of little valne, by the total removal of ſheep 


tom it. There are neither rivers nor rivulets in either of 
the pariſhes, but ſeveral lakes, One, which was called the 
Per Dam, and which covered 55 acres, was drained about 


15 years ago. A conliderable quantity of mar], as well as of 


Mats, has been dug from it. It not only ſupplies the pariſh, 


put part of the neighbourhood, with that ſpecies of manure, 
md yields a conſiderable ſum yearly to the proprietor, _ 


Heritor, Tenants, and Rent —The whole pariſh is the pro- 
berty of Dir William Murray of Auchtertyre, Baronet, who 


does not reſide in it,— More than one half is occupied by one 
farmer and his ſon ; another farms 180 acres, a third 150, 


and the reſt i is divided into about 20 ſmall farms. 'The rent, 
3 above 1951, Sterling. The farms let at from 108. to : 


229, an Wes 


Agriculture, Produce, and Cattle — About one third of the 
meant th this pariſh, amounting to nearly 400 acres, is 
lu out in green crops, graſs, turnips, potatoes, and Hax. 


lhe reſt produces wheat, oats, and barley. Foulis was the 


belt pariſh in this country where a regular rotation of crops 
vas attempted. It is about 20 years ſince the proprietors 
introduced it, and the ſucceſs encourages the continuance. 


The {red time is the ſame as at Lundie; and the crop is 
senerally all cut down and gathered in by the 1ſt of October. 
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: The pariſh, beſides Renin itſelf with proviſions , export 

| conſiderable quantities of grain, There are about go horſes, 

5 and zoo head of cattle. The number of Fe and carts 
I much the lame : as at Lundie. | 


: Puulation,n Owing to "the enlarging of | farms, and throw. 


ing ſeveral poſſeſſions into one, the population has decreaſed 
0 the number of about 100. The number of baptiſms, 
during the firſt ten years of the preſent ee, eee 
and, during the laſt ten years preceding 1790, only 91. Tet 


during the laſt 3o years, the number of baptiſms exceeds that 


of the burials by nearly one third, there having been 300 
baptiſed, and only 208 buried in the pariſh within that 
period. The number of inhabitants, at preſent, is 314, all 
: members of the eſtabliſhed Church, except 8 or 9 Seceders; 
among whom there are 10 weavers, 2 wrights, 2 taylors, 1 
Faith, 1 ſhoemaker, 1 diſtiller, and 20 ſmall farmers, each 
of whom has a plough, ſome with 4 horſes, and others 1 or 
2, beſides the 4 great farmers above mentioned. But the 


preſent ſtate of both pariſhes will beſt ert from the fo 


lowing 


Stat flea 7 able f the united Pariſhes of Lund and 


Foulis. 
Length in Englifh n miles, * Number of births for 3 


Breadth, 1 Fears preceding 1790, 643 
- Population i in 1790, 648 Ditto of deaths, 333 


anno 175 5 386 Members of the Eflabliſh- 
FT, — ed Church, 1 646 
Increaſe, 62 Sees hn 12 
„ Proprietor, 


* The prices of proviſions ID riſen greatly of late in both 


pariſhes ; ; beef, mutton, veal, &c. from 2d. to 4d. fe jib. ; 


her:s from 6d. to 15s. ; "butter from 4d. to 9 d.; wheat from 
145. to 21 8. per boll ; barkey from 108. to 1 5 8.3 and meal in 
proportion. 


of Landi and Huub. —— |, 
Proprietors, e employed about the | 
clergyman. 1 bleachfield, Woh — * 
Schoolmaſters, „„ 2 —2 St 
Farmers * 50l. ber an- z is Poor, ES; e 2 10 
——W . „ ore . 230 


Ditto under 50 l. - 8 Gl 8 


Keepers of ale. , „ d TT, 5 1 0 | 
Smiths, | — : 8 2 Ploughs, 8 ; i | 7 > 56 


Wrights, „„ extent in acres, 3257 


Weavers, = = 24 Ditto of arable ground, 3200 
Shoemaker, = IS 8 Rent in Sterling money a- . 
Taylors, F boyt „„ Wag 2000 


Earl 1 ien / State of bath Pari jher—The manſe, wt” a 


gebe of fix acres, are ſituated at Lundie. The ſtipend con- 
fits of 4 chalders of victual, one half meal, the other barley, 
and 30 l. in money, including communion elements. It may 
de eſtimated at 70 l. per annum. Colonel Alexander Dun- 
can of Lundie is ſuppoſed to be patron of both pariſhes, 
though Sir William Murray claims the patronage of Foulis. 
The church of Lundie lies exactly 3 miles and 120 feet dif- 


tant from Foulis, in a north-weſt direction. When it was 
built cannot be aſcertained ; nor is there any thing very re- 
markable about it, except an elegant monument lately erected 


at the eaſt end of it, by Lady M. Duncan of London, in me- 
mory of her huſband, the late Sir William Duncan, phyſician 
to his Majeſty, who lies interred there. But the church of 
Foulis merits particular notice, as a remarkable piece of an- 


cient architecture. It is 88 feet 10 inches in length, and 27 


feet 9 in breadth, and is built all of hewn ſtone. It is per- 
fectly entire, without the leaſt ſymptom of decay, although 


it was built in the year 1142, during the time of the Cru- 
lades, as appears by an inſcription on a large oak beam that 
\upported the organ loft, having been erected in conſequence 

of 
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: of a vow wal by rhe wife of one of the lords of this OW 
- that, ein caſe her huſband ſhould return in ſafety from the 
Holy wars, ſhe would build and endow a church *,” It w 
made collegiate by Andrew the firſt Lord Gray, who placed 
therein a provoſt and ſeveral prebends, with ſvitable endog. 
ments, in the reign of James H. On the top of the eaſt 
gavel of the church there is a ctols } 3 In the church. ird 
there is another, 8 foot high; and, about 10 or 12 years ago, 
3 there was a third croſs, 14 or 15 feet high, with ſte ps al 
round, about a quarter of a mile north from the church, A 
new roof was pet. on the church about four yours ago. 


0 nad Peor-—There are two ſchools, one in each p. 
riſh, but both are poorly provided, the legal ſalary of each 
; being only 4ol. Scotch. The average number of ſcholar 

attending each is 30; and, though aided by voluntary ſub 
ſcriptions, the encouragement is ſo trifling, that the pariſhes 
are often expoſed to changes, and as often but indifferent 
_ ſupplied. The average number of poor in each pariſh is ;, 
The collections at church, with the dues of the mort: cloth, 


and the intereſt of a ſmall ſum lent, has hitherto been found 


ſufficient for their ſupport 5 and none are allowed to beg. 
TS III. ee 


5 part of this iat eden is Qill legible, viz. Hoc Templun 
Hructum fuit Anno Milliſimo centęſimo Quadrage/t mo ferumdh ab 4 
 Gray.—— There are ſeveral other remains of antiquity to bt 

ſeen here, particularly a number of paintings upon a waikicet 

partition, (which ſeparates Lord Gray's burial-place from ti: 
church, and is ſuppoſed to be equally ancient), repreſenting our 

Saviour i in various attitudes, the Apoſtles, with the iniignia of 

their martyrdom, the Roman Centurion, &c. At the welt end 

of the church, there are the remains of a large font, beſides a. 

other without, and a third within the door. About 20 years 

ago, there ſtood in the eaſt end of the church a large black oa 
table, which went by the name of / altar. It was placed be. 
ſore a preſs in the wall, with an iron door. Upon theſe are ft. 

. preſentations of prieſts in their ſacerdotal robes, &. 


ch 


ars 


of Lundie and Foulis, | 2589 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —The roads were formerly made 
by ſtatute labour, which is now commuted. Turnpikes are 
beginning to be erected ; the people, in general, approve of 
them; but ſome of the inferior ranks are not yet reconciled = 
to them. —The fuel generally uſed here is coals, at the rate of 
31. per chalder. Some peats are alſo uſed.— The principal 
advantages of Lundie and Foulis are their vicinity to the Tay, 
by which lime and coals are eaſily procured, and the extra 


produce of the pariſhes exported. he names of ſeveral of 


the villages are derived from the Gaelic ; e.g. Balſhando, the 


old black town on the back of the hill; Lincrief, a town on 


the fide of a hill, with trees, and the like: Others from their 
ſituation z as Smifown, becauſe miſts lie long upon it, & c.— 
The people, in general, are ſober, regular, and induſtrious. 
They enjoy, in a reaſonable degree, the comforts of life, and 
ben to be contented with their condition. by | 
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NUMBER XXV. 
rARISH OF MOUSWALD. 


County of Dunfien—Preſyer of ebend 
FT Dan) 


By obs Ne Mr Jacos DicKs0N, 


N. ame, | Situation, EE Extent. 


THE name  Moufwald | is ſuppoſed to be of Saxon origi- 
nal, ſignifying a wood, or as ſome think, a plain riſing 


country, not covered with wood. The term wold ſeems to 


have been deſcriptive of long ranges of high land lying in a 
particular direction. Thoſe places ſo named in England, vis 


York Wolds, Lincoln Wolds, &c. and the range of which 


this diſtrict makes a part, lie from S. E. to N. W.; and, 
having the S. W. ſide much expoſed to the ſtrong and fre- 
quent S. S. W. and W. winds, blowing from the mouth of 
the Solway Frith, probably accounts for their appearance 
without trees on the higher parts, while there was formerly 
plenty of wood on the lower ground; and perhaps old was 
the term for the whole range of hills from the 8. E. end in 
Mouſwald to the N. W. end in Tinwald. But in later 
times, when the country became better peopled, and was 
divided into diſtricts, or pariſhes, it was neceſſary to diſtin- 
guiſh each, by annexing ſome other word or name, which, 
in this inftance, ſcems to have been from the Engliſh. And, 


becauſe this diſtrict Was —.— to the great moſs, called 
| Locharmiþ, 


| Locharmsſs *, perhaps it might originally have been named 
Mal wol, or that diviſion neareſt to the moſs; which, from 
the ſituation of the church, has been a ſtriking object for time 
immemorial, and almoſt the whole of which (for 12 miles in 
length, and full 3 Engliſh miles in breadth in ſome places) 
is ſeen by the obſerver in one view. Now, if we allow that 
the latter part of the narne is not according to the original 
ſpelling, we may as well ſuppoſe mous, as now uſed, to have 
formerly been moſs, —The pariſh is a part of that diſtrict for- 
merly called the ſtewartry of Annandale, now united to the i 
ſhire of Dumfries. It is, in length, between 4 and 5 Engliſh 
miles, from north to ſouth z and, excluding the moſs, nearly 
about 2 Engliſh miles in breadth, on an average, from eaſt 
to welt ; 3 but, including the moſs, its figure nearly reſembles 
that of 2 heart, narrowing both on the north and ſouth 
quarter, as it deſcends to the moſs, and ſtill growing nar- : 


rower, till it terminates on the ſmall river Lochar, which 


divides it from Carlaverock. It would meaſure from the eaſt 
10 this ond Point between 4 and 5 miles. 


Surface 5 Soil. —The ſurface of the pariſh 3 is plain ud 


level, rather than hilly; and, though there are ſeveral riding 
grounds in it, they have ſo gentle an aſcent as to be cultiva- : 
ted with the plough to the very ſummit.—The ſoil is vari- 


ous ; two or three farms adjoining the moſs have a conſider- 


able quantity of paſture ground, which is wet and marſhy, 


and ſome of the arable land is alſo wet; while other parts 


of theſe farms, riſing conſiderably above the level of Lochar- 


moſs, are light and ſandy. A conſiderable part of the pariſh 


next to thele, though riſing a little above them, appears, for 


a 


$ + See the accounts of the at of Tinwald and Torthor- 
ral, in the 1ſt and 2d Volumes. 
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- Walt a dth, to be pretty level, and is either light and 


ſandy, or a thin ſoil, and gravelly bottom; and, in ſome 
places, very ſtony, much inclined to produce broom in the 


courſe of 3 or 4 years, even when laid down rich with graſs 


ſeeds. Next to theſe farms, the riſing grounds towards the 


. ſoil®. 


1 | Air, Climate, and Diſeaſes, —Notwithſtandin g 882 acres and 


2 roods of Lochar Moſs lie in the weſtern extremity of this 


parith, and notwith ſtanding its contiguity to that large track 
of moſs, of which it is a part, the air is pure, and tolerably 
healthy, owing to the vicinity of the ſea, which flows within 
4 Engliſh miles of the center of the diſtrict, and the dry and 
ſandy bottom of the far greater part of it. No epidemic 

diſeaſes are peculiar to the inhabitants. Rheumatiſms and 
nervous or hyſterical complaints prevail of late years much 
more than formerly. On the whole, although the inhabi- 
tants, in general, do not arrive at extreme old age, yet num- 
bers attain to 70, and ſeverals to 80 years. There are a few 


he face of the pariſh is greatly altered to the worſe with- 
in theſe 12 years. In the grounds belonging to the Duke cf 
Queenſberiy, conſiſting of about 2870 acres of arable, paſture, 
' moſs, and meadow; 92 acres, or ſomewhat more, were lately 
wood lands, conſiſting chiefly of beautiful thriving oak, aſh, and 
other foreſt trees, finely interſperſed with corn fields, checquer- 
ed, both in the jow and riſing grounds, with clumps and beauti- 
ful firips of natural wood. But theſe woods, which were ſo ot. 

namental to the ccuntry, and uſeful both to the proprietor and 
to the public, have not only been ſold and cut down, but left 
unincloſed, and expoſed to the caitle ; ſo that not one in a hun- 
dred of them will ever again arrive at perfection. The farm. 
hov'e which the traveller had formerly only here and there 8 
peep of, are now left naked, and expoſed to view in every direc- 
tion; and, what is worſe, without any thing to ſhelter them 
from th: furious guſts of wind which ſometimes blow from the 


opening of the Solway Frith, and from the S. W. and W. 


oath part of the pariſh are of a moderately deep and rich 
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it fager above - 85, and, one woman in n the 38th year of her 


1 | 


Ht rt and 1 Pr ale LN crops conſiſt of © oats, barley, 
and potatoes. Some few farmers raiſe a little wheat and 
ge. Some, too, ſow turnips, which ſeem to agree very well 
with our ſoil. A very few plant field-cabbages, and ſow ſmall 
quantities of grey peaſe. | Moſt of the farmers in this diftrict 
ſow red clover and rye. graſs, with barley, for cutting, the 
greateſt part of which is conſumed by their own horſes. 
They allo begin to lay out their grounds much richer than 
formerly, and ſow them with white clover and ſtable ſeeds 
ter paſture, and find themſelves well repaid. The foil of 
this pariſh, however, ſeems to be too light and thin, in gene- 

ral, for producing wheat in ſufficient quantities to indemnify 
the farmer for his labour and expence. They ſow wheat 
after 2 potatoe fallow, a ſummer fallow, or after turnips, 
which had been ſown in the drill way; and, after all the 
mains and expence beſtowed on a ſummer fallow, it hardly 
brings them 101. per acre, which is ſcarcely two thirds of 
what an acre of wheat in a wheat country would fetch. Moſt 
firmers ſow a little lintſeed for their own uſe, A conſider- 
able quantity of potatoes is carried to Dumfries market, 6 
miles diſtant from the center of this pariſh, or to ſloops at 
different parts of the Solway Frith, about 5 or 6 miles from 
hence. Oats and barley are the chief grains the farmers, in 
general, depend upon for paying their rent; and they raiſe a 
conſiderable quantity of both, of an excellent quality. A 
food deal of hemp was raiſed and ſpun in this parifh 40 
years ago. At preſent, there is very little to be ſeen. There 
iS no land in common in the diſtrict, every proprietor and 
every tenant knowing his own property. There is very lit- 
tle waſte ground, the above moſs excepted, which affords 


1 
41 Md 
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but little cab, and a ſmall ſpot of moor on | the N.. 
Aer of the pariſh, which i is the higheſt ground j in it, and 
which ſtill remains in a ſtate of nature, and on the ſumnj 
of which there is ſome little heath; a few ſheep, to the nun- 
ber of I 40, are ſupported on it, and on the farm of way! t 
Ny is a oy 8 


1. ood ns Wild Animal. There are ſome thriving natur 


; 2 ds, the property of Sir Robert Grierſon of Lagg, on the 
north quarter of the pariſh ; and ſeveral acres have lately 
been planted by that gentleman, with different ſorts of fir 

and other foreſt trees. There is alſo a ſmall piece of natur 
wood, conſiſting of oak and aſh, on a farm on the ſouth 
| fide of the pariſh, lately purchaſed by the Viſcount of Stor. 
mont.— The wood-lark, bullfinch, and moſt of the other 

| kinds of birds common to the ſouth of Scotland, are to be 
found in the woods. It is ſaid there are numbers of the 
golden-creſted wrens ſeen here. In the moſs there are the 
bittern, ſnipe, moorfowl, and curliew. Some black game 


have alſo been ſeen. Plenty of wild ducks hatch here, and 


abundance of wild geeſe in hard winters. Woodcocks are 


alſo found here in winter; and the ſwallow, cuckoo, field. 


fare, green and grey plovers, in their ſeaſons, Polecats 
commonly called fumarts, abound here; and there are nun- 
bers of foxes; both of which, particularly the latter, make 


great havoc among the poultry, 


Rivulets—There are no rivers in the pariſh, Lochar, % 


has been noticed, only touching it for a few yards in one 
Point. But it is well watered with ſeveral rivulets, which 
take their riſe in the higher grounds, and run into Lochit, 
It has alſo plenty of fine ſpring wells. St Peters, about 109 


yards weſt from the church, is one continued ſpring for 30 
| or 
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able diſtance after their junction. The rivulets afford burn 


Michaclmas till after Martinmas “. 


in the following ſtatiſtical table. 


| Sutifical Table of the Pariſh of Moufwald, = 


1 


Length in Engliſh miles, 43 Average of births for ib 
| . 5 5 9 prece ding 791 +, 16% | 


Population in 1791, 628 Ditto of deaths, - 9 


. anno 1 755, - 553 Ditto of marriages, - i 5 
I — Inbabitants in villages, 242 
ncreaſe, oe 


— in the country, 386 


Males, 
From the dry land quite through Lochar Moſs, there is a 


ine ſpot of meadow ground, made in the courſe of ages by the 


run by the Cleughbrae-mill, and by the village of Mouſewald, 
and which meet at the fide of the glebe, a little below the 


this meadow ground, 102 acres, lying in this pariſh, and be- 


tenants about 40 years ago, and incloſed by ditches. A conſi- 
derable part of it is till laid under water by the Michaelmas 
goods, whereby it is enriched, but ſeldom ſuffers any damage 
by the floods which happen about Lammas, as the meadows on 
tte fide of Lochar often do. * 


The Births entered on the regiſter for the laſt ten years are 
8 follows: | : e e 
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or 40 yards. It never freezes even in the hardeſt winters; 
nor does the rivulet into which it runs freeze for a conſider- 
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Population. —Previous to the ſurvey taken by Dr Webſter, 
the population of this pariſh cannot be aſcertained z but, from 
a pretty accurate ſurvey taken in ſpring 1791, the numbers 
and profeſſions of the inhabitants were found to be as ſtated | 


rivulet, which was the ancient boundary, in this diſtgict, be- 
tween Nithſdale and Annandale, and by thoſe rivulets which 


manſe, and thence got the name of the Miniſter's Burn. Of 


longing to the Duke of Queenſberry, were divided among his 
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Perſons under 10 years _ 
of age, YT 5 157 
Ditto from 10 to ho. I 
Ditto from 20 to 50, T2 2335 


Ditto above 70, ok 15 


Houſes inhabited. by. x. 
perſon each, 14 
Ditto inhabited by 2 per- 1 
inn, ̃ͤ = - 11 
8 Married perſons, | 5 : 94 
: 8 at an average, 1 
from each marriage, 50 or 16 


| | Widowers, ns 1 
Widows, | oy OS 1 ©: 20 | 


_ Males. 


17961, 11 
1782, 16 
17% 16 
1784. 1 -. 
17856 16 
1717 
1787, 1 
„ 
1789, 13 
t 


ky 


28 


5 


Total 165 


S AO 


5 FE of the Eſta 


bliſhed Church, 61 


10 Seceders, 5 2 — 
Antiburgher ditto, - . 10 
Ditto of the Relief Chapel, 2 
| Perſons | born | in England, 2 
Ditto from 50 to 50, 94 


- in Ireland, 


Proprietors reſiding, 1 
iin 


Ciara, „ 


Schoolmaſter, 8 . 


Farmers, FI 
Ditto from 3 to 9 acres, 12 


Smiths 3, journey men 25 f 

Maſons, 9 

Carpenters, 4 journeymen, 
and 4 apprentices, | —_— 


5 | Weavers 


Fem. Deaths fir the 

N ame periul, 

5 N 
2 11 
= | 0" 
. 5 bs 
Ip: - ns 
14 | E © 


%% ot ds iy. 


Total deaths 90 


The regiſter of marriages cannot be depended on; the ane 
rage may probably be about 4 or 5. Nor is the regiſter > 


burials exact, no account being kept of children dying under 


years of age. Each marriage, at an average, produces 5 0 6 
Many have 8, ſeveral 10, and ſome 12 children. 
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waer, 10 journeymen, | Two Wheel chaiſe, bi x 
and 5 apprentices, 1 Carts, - . 96 

stockingmaker, RB 1 Ditto in 1740, „ 2 

Taylors, 4 journey men, and Ploughs, (moſtiy Scotch) 52 2 

z apprentices »- | 6 Valued rent, in Scotch Fo 

ma : 2 money, merks, - 2850 


Day: labourers, 7 . ES 10 Real rent, anno . i in * 1 
Cottager sn 50 Sterling, L 500 


Male farm ſervants, 1 55 24 HG. fm 142 5 
Female dittoo 25 Black cattle, = 753 
7 7 5 3 e LO DS nd 9 | 


| Dine. The farms, in general, are but ſmall, nnd pay an 


121. 10s. to 471. of yearly rent. One farm pays 165 l. be- 


ſides public burdens ; another 1401, ; another 70 l. and one ; 
561. ; but the generality of them are under 201, | Beſt ara- 
ble ground pays 11, 18. per acre. The Duke of Queenſ- 5 


berry has ſeveral cottagers, Who poſſeſs a houſe, kept i in re- | 


pair at their own expence, and a ſmall kail-yard, for which 
they pay 3s. and the higheſt 5s. yearly. The farmer's cot- 


tagers, in general, pay 11. for a houſe and yard, or ſhear in 
_ harveſt to the tenant z who keeps their houſe in repair, and 
ſows them 4 pound weight of lintſeed, and plants them a fur 


or two of potatoes * . 


1 Hage aud Antiquities —The village of Mouſw ald is the 


only one in the pariſh, that comes properly under this de- 


Vor. VII. | Es Pp ls ſcription. 


» The prices of proviſions are always regulated here by the 


market of Dumfries, which is oaly 6 miles from the center of 


this pariſh 3 and moſt articles m may be bought full as low in the 


market as on the ſpot. Labour is much the ſame price in all 


the neighbourhood of Dumfries. Servant's wages are more 
than doubled within theſe 50 years; male-ſervants 3 l. 10s. aud 


ba the half years female · ſervants 30 8. to 408, for the fame 
ace. 


s Statfical der 


ſcription. It conſiſts of 26 inhabited houſes, and contain: 
116 ſouls. Woodſide contains 66 perſons, Cleughbrae 3% 
and Banks 29; the reſt of the pariſh having only 2 or 3 
houſes ſtanding together, or a ſingle farm-houſe, and the 
offices belonging to it, There are the remains of five gl 

| ſtone ſquare buildings in this pariſh, all of which proba. 


* bly, in former times, were uſed both as places of reſidence 


and defence againſt the depredations of the Engliſh, Three 
of them, though now ruinous, had part of three ſtories ſtand. 
ing within theſe 50 years. One, at a place called Buckley. 
Hole, (or, as ſome would have it, Bucklerhold), had lately two 
| ſtories, and what they called a watch-houſe. Great part of 
the walls are now taken down. Another at Raffles was pretty 
entire 12 years ago. And the old part of the manſe, in the 
memory of thoſe with whom the preſent incumbent has con- 
verſed, was a high tower, having a pigeon-houle at top. Its 
. oY Road. 
* The moſt conſiderable of theſe old buildings is that at 
Mouſwald Mains, or, as it is ſometimes called, the Place. It 
has been the largeſt, and is very ſtrongly built. It was the ſeat 
of a Sir Simon Carruthers, the Laird of Mouſwald, who was 
what the old people called a belted knight. His only daughter, 
it is ſaid, married into the Qieenſberry ſamily, by which means 
they came into poſſeſſion of the eſtate. 


Church there were formerly two ſtatues as big as the life; the 
one is ſaid to be an effigy of Sir Simon, and the other bf his 


Lady. The latter was of beautiful white free ſlone, and has 


been quite carried off. That repreſenting Sir Simon now lies 
on the outſide of the aile; his head lying on a pillow ; his feet 


on a lion; his hands elevated in a ſupplicatiny poſture. There 


is no inſcription. There are alſo ſeveral camps in the pariſt, 
probably Briiſh ; one at Burronhill, with a ſtrong double folle 


or ditch. In digging the foundation for a new ſchoolhouſe 


there three years ago, ſeveral human bones were found. It is 
a tine ſituation. Another nigh the top of a little hill, called 
Pauteth-hill, which has an extenſive and commanding mo 
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Reads and Bridgece—There, are excellent, mi. in the pa- 
ni, and abundance of the beſt materials for making and 
kerping them in repair. The great military road from Car- 
liſle to Portpatrick, which was finiſhed in this pariſh i in 1776, 
runs through it from 8. 2 to N. W. by the church and 


manſe. A new turnpike road is nearly finiſhed, running in 
the fame direction, and nearly parallel, along the riſing 


ground of the eaſtern quarter of the pariſh ; ; and, between 
theſe two, a road leading from the church to T orthorwald, by 
made lately by the road-money, which is now paid inſtead of 
the ſtatute labour. There are bridges over every rivulet both 
on the public a and private. roads. 


church and $:1 „ is not known when whe W was 
built. It has been often repaired, and coſt the heritors about 
gol. Sterling within theſe 3 years. It ſtill requires ſomething 
more to be done to make it even tolerably comfortable. „ 
ſtands nearly i in the center of the pariſh, on a fine eminence, | 
and is ſeen from every farm, 2 or 3 only excepted; but ſuf- 
fers much from its expoſure to the S. W. winds. The Duke 
of Queenſberry 1 is patron. It is uncertain when the old part 
of the manſe was built, part of it being very ancient; but 
an addition was made to it about 50 years ago. It was | 
repaired about 9 years fince. The ſtipend is 861. 128. in- 
cluding communion element money; and the glebe conſiſts 


2 


OT 


There are e ſeveral 3 or, as the ey are "called bark; cairn, 
in which human bones have lately been found, and urns con- 
taining {mall pieces of bones. One of theſe, ſituuted about a 
mile and a quarter eaſt from the church, bears the name of the 
hol, or, as ſome ſay, the Tr val. cairu. Its eircumſerence is 288 
leet; and is nigh to what 1s {till called Dradmangill. At one of 
theſe places, tradition ſays, malefactors were tried, and executed 
at the other. Urns have alſo been found in ſome places where 

lere Was no appearance of tumuli. | 
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5 four 16 dirt viz. 10 acres ble, 3 of bog meadow, 


aid 2 of woodland and paſture, worth about 1 $51. per annum. 
The ſchoolmaſter's Salary is 100 merks Scotch. The ſchool 
fees are only 1s. Per quarter for Engliſh and writing, 18. 64, 
for arithmetic, and 28. per quarter for Latin. Both falary 
and fees are by far too ſmall to encourage a perſon of claſſical 


re education to continue the toilſome office for any length of 


: time : Hence we are often changing maſters. It is a great 
5 pity but that ſome ſuitable proviſion were made for ſo uſeful 
s an order of men. | In winter, there is a private ſchool kept 
: in another quarter of the pariſh, to which there is between 
30 s. and 408. per annum left by the late ſchoolmaſter, a na- 


tive of the pariſh, and between 41. and 51. to the poor, 
which fall to them at the death of two men, to whom theſe 


mall ſums are left in liferent. Several children find it more 
; convenient to attend the above ſchool, and one in the pariſh 


= of Ruthwell ; ſo that the public ſchoolmaſter's income vil 


not exceed 131. fer annum, There is a very good ſchool- 
houſe lately built, but no houſe for the ſchoolmaſter. | 


Poor. The number of poor on the roll, who receive quar- 
terly ſupplies, has not exceeded 6 in any one year ſince 


1772; befides whom, ſome few others receive occaſional aid. 

There are no poor's funds in this pariſh beſides what ariſe 
from the weekly collections. An addition of 51. Sterling, 
however, was left at Whitſunday 1791, by a man who died 
in the pariſh of Dumfries, and left ſeveral children of his 
own, whoſe progenitors were vatives of Mouſwald. There 
are none belon ging to this pariſh who beg, yer it is daily 
infeſted with beggars from Ireland and the neighbourhood 
| of Dumfries. Numbers from Ireland 9 go up to e dri· 
ving cattle, and return home begging, 


| Ther 


Th 


290. ; 


is all t 
and tl 
the fa 


f Englil 


Fue 
tenant 
other 


the 5 


there 
for th 


great 


much 


ccals 
ers ar 


_ coals 
_ mer]y 
6 


1 — 


ſtanc: 


men 


differ 


Paſs 


None 


any 
20 Y 


inſan 
abov 


| Whil 


of Mold, 301 


There was not a Angle pig, fed in che oath. 40 years 


290. Now, almoſt every cottager feeds one. Pork or bacon 
is all the butcher meat that the poor uſe in their families; 3 
and the breeding and feeding of ſwine is now carried on by 


the farmers, toa conſiderable on for fale, moſtly for the | 


Engliſh market. 


Fuel 3 are the fuel Leidel ae, The Duke's 


tenants get their's from the moſs within the pariſh, The 
other proprietors tenants get their's from the ſame moſs in 
the pariſhes of 1 

there is an inexhauſtible fund of moſs, and they have peats 
for the caſting, winning, and leading, yet they conſume a 


great deal of time, which might and would be employed to 
n. uch better purpoſe in the management of their farms, were 2 
ccals to be got at a moderate diſtance. Several of the farm- 


rs are ſo convinced of this, that they have of late brought 
coals above 30 miles diſtance, and caſt fewer peats than for- 


| merly. 


Character, &c.—The people are, in general, ſober, induſtri- 
ous, and diſcreet, and ſeemingly content with their circum- 
ſtances. None have emigrated, though a good many young 
men go from hence to England and the Weſt India Iſlands, in 
different lines of life; and ſeveral men, and ſome few women, 


_ Faſs over to England, where they are employed as ſervants. 
None have ſtood a trial before the Court of Juſticiary for 


any capital crime. None have been baniſhed. Within theſe 


20 years, one woman, about the age of 50, who had been 


inſane for ſome months, was guilty of ſuicide 7 and a man, 
above that age, was killed by lightaing in the open fields, 


while herding black cattle, in the year 1731. None have 
enliſted 


ald and Ruthwell; and, though 5 
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: enliſted into the army, nor Enter into the navy, 15 a gra 
15 many years paſt; and none have died for want in the n es 
Org of the oldeſt perſon Ys MF 


85 . and Difadvantager.—One great advantage which 
the tenants of the Duke of Queenſberry enjoy, is, that they 
have got leaſes for 19 years, and are freed from all pub. 

| burdens whatever, road-money excepted, which they pay in 

5 lieu of the ſtatute labour formerly exacted; and have all their 

farms, (moſt of which, in former tacks, lay run- -ridge), now 
laid by themſelves, and are ſetting about incloſing them with 
ditch and hedge at their own expence. Some are already 
incloſed and ſubdivided, ſo ſenſible are they of the benefit of 
| Inclofing. All the tenants in the pariſh have been fo fully 
ſatisfied of this, that they have been for ſeveral years paſt 

willing to pay $ per cent. to their landlords for money to hy 
out in this way. Another advantage they enjoy is good 


: roads, and the eaſy acceſs they have to lime from the pariſhes 


of Cummertrees and Ruthwell, (the latter quarry diſcovered 
and wrought only about 13 years ago), and the ready mar- 
ket they find at Dumfries for every article they can ſpare. 
The lime at theſe places is ſold at 119. the Carliſle buſnel, 
containing 3 of Wincheſter, 4 buſhels making an ordinary 
ſingle cart-load. 


which duty is heavily felt, and is a great diſcouragement 


both to agriculture and manufactures. The thirlage to the 


two mills is light and eaſy. Some of the tenants in the pa- 
riſh, however, have ſtill various ſervices exacted from them; 


and tacks only for 9 years, both which are > Certain! great 


diſcouragements to improvement. 


Licllunas, Facts. iel and the mode of living, ace 


much 


It might be ſold lower, were it not for the 
high duty laid on Engliſh coals brought acroſs the Frith, 


much im 
better ſee 
who can 
anceſtors 
nonſenſe 
to arge 
ring. 1 
nith gun 
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common 
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nuch improved within theſe 40 years; and a change to the 
detter ſeems to have taken place in the minds of the inhabitants, 

who can now laugh at the ſuperſtition and credulity of their 

anceſtors, who, it is faid, could ſwallow down the abſurd 
nonſenſe of a boon of ſhearers, i. e. reapers, being turned in- 
t2.Jarge < Ey "Rones, on account of their lemping, i. e. ſtri- 
ung. Theſe ſtones, about 20 years ago, after being blaſted 
ith gun-powder, were uſed i in building the farm-houſes then ] 
eting near the ſpot, which had OY. been part of * 


common. 


The higher und; afford the. nt ebenen Polpen 
that is to be met with in the ſouth of Scotland. From thence 
one has a full view of the Solway Frith, and many of the 
ports both on the Engliſh and Scotch ſide of it; 3 the Iſle of 
Man, and many of the neighbouring counties, the greateſt 
part of Dumfries-ſhire, Galloway, part of Lanarkſhire, | 
Peebles-ſhire, Northumberland, and Cumberland, in Eng- 
land. At the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, a perſon may 


ſtand on a particular ſpot, and throw a ſtone into each of the 


four neighbouring pariſhes, Torthorwald, Dumfries, Carla- 
verock, Ruthwell, and this pariſh, all terminating on the Ace 


of the ant river eee, near that point. 
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7 | ſoine t 
ROM the name of the pariſh there | is little doubt of; it 4 Kill 


| having been formerly covered with timber. Conſider. 1 
able tracts of natural wood ſtill remain, beſides the ſubter- TRY 
ranean foreſts of oak, fir, and birch, with which the moſſes | 
are every where repleniſhed. It now conſiſts of the antient 


| Name, Situation, and Extent. 


centur 
former 
WM a prop 
Trailtrow annexed to it after the Reformation; and the ple, f. 
whole is bounded by the Solway Frith on the ſouth, by ti: 
' pariſhes of Annan and St. Mungo on the eaſt, and Dalton 
and ann on the north and weſt. The pariſh i is about 4 
mile hg and 3 miles broad; but, as its figure is very irre 
5 gular, 3 its extent cannot be accurately determined. 


pariſh of Cummertrees, and of the pariſh or chaplainry of 


men, 
vertiſe 
large t 
emigra 


diſapp 
1 | | 755 MT pay fo 
; Climate and $:i1.—The ane like that of moſt of the ly, 
| Other pariſhes on the Solway Frith, humid, but by no mean Bl fed by 
_ unhealthy ; and the diviſion that has lately taken place of 85 
large tracts of common, and the conſequent improvement .d 
thoſe lands, by incloſing and draining, do no doubt contri" WI fim or 
pute to the ſalubrity of the air, and the prevention of diſeales BMW mon t. 
oOccaſionec Von 


becaſioned by ſtagnated water. The ſoil is various, but in 
zeneral good; in the northern part, it is a loam above a 
free-ſtonez in ſome of the centrical parts, it is remarkablx 
rich and fertile, and lies above lime-ſtone ; near the ſea, 
the foil is ſandy, and what is now converted into arable, was 
formerly an extenſive rabbit warren z there are alſo many . 


large tracts of flow mois in this pariſh, not capable of im- 
ee unlels. at an enormous expence. 


* 


ele 17 p 45 the population u was nd at 6317 "I 1 
is probable that this eſtimate was inaccurately made. The 


examinable perſons, above 8 years of age, amount, by a late 


account taken of them, to 845, amongſt whom are included 
| fone tranſient people, who are employed in the lime works 
at Kilhead. Notwithſtanding the quantity of waſte or com- 
mon land brought into culture in this parith, it is doubtful _ 
whether population has increaſed ſince the beginning of this 
century, as the farms are much more extenſive than they 


formerly were, and the number of tenants have decreaſed in 


men, emigrated from this pariſh to America, enticed by ad- 
large tracts of country, and wiſhed to have it peopled. The 
diſappointed, and thoſe of them who had money enough to 
pay for their paſſage home, returned, bewailing their credu— 
ny. There is no town or village in the pariſh, It is poſſeſ- 
fed by 4 heritors, 3 of whom are reſident. 


riſh on the eaſt, is the only river; it produces ſalmon, ſal- 
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A proportional ratio. Twenty-five years ago, about 40 peo- 
ple, ſome of them farmers, but moſtly labourers and tradeſ- 


vertiſements, ſent from thence by perſons who had acquired 


emigrants, upon their arrival, were miſerably deceived and 


| Rivers and Fiſhings.—The Annan, which bounds this pa- 


mon trouts, and a ſmall fiſh called hirlings, that are ſome- 
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licate: They afford much ſport to the angler. In the Solway 
Frith, great quantities of flounders and cod are taken, and ſome 


merit any attention. 
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times taken i in great quantities, and are, it is ſaid, pecvllz i 


the rivers that diſcharge themſelves into the Solway Frith, 


They are of the ſize of a good burn trout, or herring, and 


are of two kinds, the red and the white; but the red are of 
a much ſuperior quality to the other, and are remarkably de. 


times turbot and ſoles are alſo caught; the prices, therefore, 


of both red and white fiſh, are, in general, moderate. 


| Qrarries—Free-ſtone, of a very hard and durable kind, 
and extremely proper for building, abounds in the northern 


and central parts of this pariſh ; but the excellent lime. ſtone 


quarry near Kilhead, has been the ſole means of bringing the 
waſte Jands into culture, and promoting the i improvement of 
every part of the pariſh. The limeſtone got here is of an 


_ exceeding fine quality, and is purchaſed, either calcined, or 
in a raw ſtate, by the whole country around. The price, 
when burnt, is high, occaſioned by the duty laid upon coals 


imported from the oppoſite ſide of the Frith, as it is ſold at 
11 d. per Carliſle buſhel, each of which contains 3 Wincheſ⸗ 
ter buſhels; but if the duty was taken off, might be afford- 


eld at 8d. or 83 d. which would be a conſiderable ſaving to 
the poor 8 and the loſs to the revenue ſo inconſider- 


able, eſpecially when balanced by other advantages, as not to 
The duty upon water- born coal ap- 


pears the more grievous and partial to the people on the 
Scotch fide of the Frith, becauſe their neighbours on the 


Englith fide are exempted from it, although it is difficult to 
determine upon what principle ſuch exemption was founded, 


Many applications have been made to government upon this 
ſubject, but the duty ſtill remains unrepealed, to the great 


obſtruction of the improvement and cultivation of the coun 


try- 
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17. To this unccomtable duty may alſo be aſcribed the : 
low ſtate of manufactures, not only in this pariſh, but in moſt 
aner parts of the county of Dumfries, and in all Galloway; 15 
it is therefore hoped, that adminiſtration will in time yield 
to the repeated repreſentations made upon this matter, and 


vill ſubſtitute ſome other tax, upon the luxuries of life, in 


lieu of a duty which ſo manifeſtly tends to hurt agriculture, 


and to prevent the introduction of manufactures into the 
88 of Scot land. | 


Church, School, . P TREE patronage of this pariſh i: is 
in the Crown. The ſtipend has been lately augmented, and 


now is 501. Sterling in money, 100 merks for communion 


elements, and 6 chalders of victual, viz. 4 of meal and 2 
of barley, which, at the ordinary Prices ot theſe articles a 
the country, brings the ſtipend to a total of at leaſt 1201. 

Sterling per annum. The miniſter has alſo a olebe of 7 or | 
acres of rich land, and 16 acres laid off to him at the divi- | 


fion of a common in his neighbourhood, which is now moſt- 


y brought into culture.— I he ſchoolmaſter has the legal ſa- a 


lary of 100 merks Scotch, 5 l. 118. 3 d. Sterling.— The 
number of poor is not great, and there is no other fund for 


their ſupport, except the weekly collections at the church, 


and the fines exacted for irregular marriages, and from other 
delinquents, who have been brought before the kirk- ſeſſion. 


Agriculture, Produce, Sc — The improvement of the land, 


in conſequence of the diſcovery of lime-ſtone, has, within 


theſe 30 years paſt, been remarkably advanced. The chief 


crops are oats and barley, with ſome wheat; potatoes are al- 
ſo cultivated to exceeding good purpoſe, and conſtitute a 


large proportion of the food of the people, Every farmer, 
alſo, 
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| alſo, ſows found turnips, which, with the potatoes, at are pln 
In rows, according to the drill huſbandry, and as they are 


Fept clean, howed, and often plowed between the rows, are 


a a good preparation for a barley crop the enſuing ſeaſon. Oats 
are never ſown earlier than the middle of March, or the be. 

ginning of April, and barley from the end of April to the 
middle of May, wheat commonly in October, rye-grafs and 
clover are now almoſt univerſally ſown in with the barley 


Crop, a large part of the pariſh. is ſubdivided and incloſed 


with hedges and ditches, and, upon the whole, | Improvements; 
in nue are wes d gelung. 


Valuation and Real Rent. —The valued rent is 3181 merks 
the real rent about 28001. Sterling, and what may appear 
extraordinary is, that the real rent in the year 1733, when 
the late incumbent got an augmentation, was little more 
than 5001. Sterling. This great advance is only to be + 
ſcribed to the diſcovery and uſe of lime, and the diviſion of 
the commons. 'The whole extent of the pariſh, by actual 
meaſurement, is nearly 7800 acres, in which is comprehend. 
ed large tracts of moſs and muir ey: of culture. 


Kinks, Black 8 OY Oe. he 3 of horks 
+ Fannot be exactly aſcertained, but the breed is much impror. 
ed by Engliſh ſtallions coming into the pariſh, in the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon, and the tenants, in general, breed and bring up 
as many young horſes as ſupply themſelves. Every farmer 
rears a conſiderable number of young cattle, which, after re- 
ſerving a ſufficient number to keep up their ſtock, are ſold 


to jobbers and dealers, when they are one or two years old, 
who carry them to the Carliſle and other markets. The 
price of a good year old ſtirk is 31. or 3 I. 3s. The num- 
ver of 2 kept in che pariſh. is very — woll 
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{then being debrrd from keeping them, on . 
count of the hedges and planting. Many ſwine are alſo raiſ- 
ed in this pariſh, which are fed with potatoes and corn, and, 


when fat, fold to 1 who cure and export their carcaſs - 


Ni f Prov m fons, Liane; W.—The average price of oat- 
meal, for theſe 7 years paſt, has been 20 d. per ſtone ; the 
price of barley, during that period, has not been lower than 2 
| 6s, nor higher than 10s. 6 d. per Carliſle buſhel ; the me- 
| cium, therefore, may be eſtimated at 8s. Conſiderable | 
quantities of oat-meal are annually exported to Greenock 
and the weſt coaſt ; and all the barley, except the ſmall por- 
tion retained for home conſumpt, is bought up for the Liver= 
pool market, where oats are frequently ſent. Conſiderable 
quantities of potatoes are alſo exported. Grain is ſhipped at 
the mouth of the river Annan, and at a ſmall harbour called 
Powfoot, in this pariſh. The wages of men ſervants are, in 
general, about 8 1. per annum; of women, 31. 10s. or 41. 
er annum, beſides maintenance. They are all hired from 
half year to half year; and the late increaſe of wages may be 
imputed to the vicinity of England, where they are ſtill 
kigher, and where many of the ſervants in the lower part of 
Annandale frequently engage themſelves. The wages of 
day. labourers, employed in hedging or ditching, are Is. and 
ſometimes 18. 2 d. Per day without victuals; maſons and 
joiners have 18. 6 d. per day, ” e 


| Reads, —The military road, from Portpatrick to Gretna, 
made at the expence of government, interſects the ſouthern 
part of the pariſh. As it was lately falling into diſrepair, the 
lunds ariſing from the compoſition of the ſtatute not being 
{ufficient for preſerving it, the truſtees for the high- roads 
i an application to Parliament for an act to erect turn- 

Pikes, 
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5 pikes, and 107 tolls for keeping this od in repair; bi they Wl * bury! 
. having diſcovered, at the ſame time, that the diſtance between lime: ſto 
Dumfries and Annan might be ſhortened by following ano. {ll ppotted 
ther tract, they obtained a power alſo to carry a road by that of it be 
ine, and to levy tolls for its ſupport. This has accordingly hearths 
been done; and the new road is carried to the northward or WY de 
the military road, through a country rather in an uncultivat regetad 
ed ſtate, which has already received much benefit from it. and bea 
The other roads in the pariſh are ſupported by the com- 
Poſition for the ſtatute labour, which, however, is very ina. 
a to the e | 


Feuel 
caſting 
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to the 1 
would | 
in this 
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Antiquities and Curiofe Yer —The Caſtle of Hoddam, 650 
ed near the river Annan, is as perfect, and kept in as good re. 

Pair as any building of the kind in Scotland, it was conſtrut 
cd originally by the Lord Herries, who frequently reſided 
here, but was greatly increaſed, and improved with additional 
buildings, by John Murray Earl of Annandale, into whole 
poſſeſſion it came, in the courſe of the laſt century. Mr 
Sharpe of Hoddam reſides with his family in the Caſtle, 
_ which he has repaired, and much improved, by adding ſeve- 
val rooms to it. On the hill immediately above the Caſtle, 
ftands the Tower of Repentance, a ſquare building, with re. 
markably thick walls, about 25 feet in height. There art 
various traditions concerning its name, and the motives for 
ereCting it; but as it is fituated on very high ground, and 
ſeen at a conſiderable diſtance, there is no doubt that it was 
uſed as a watch tower, from whence the motions of the Eng: 
| liſh, before the union of the crowns, were diſcerned, and 
upon which beacons were lighted, to alarm the country when 
the enemy appeared. This tower ſtands in the church-yard 
of Trailtrow, where the people of that fide of the pariſh arc 
in uſe to bury, and where Mr Murray of Murraythwaite has 


A 
* 


3 burying place walled in, adjoining to the tower. In the 
Iime-ſtone quarries of Kilhead, ſeveral veins of a beautiful p 
ſpotted dark coloured marble have appeared, and large blocks = 


of it being cut out, have been worked up for chimneys and 


hearths, ſome of which have been ſent to London. This 
marble is of a dark colour, and is mixed with ſhells, petrified 
vegetables, and other bodies, which greatly add to its variety : 


and A” as the ele receives a * fine poliſh, 


Fuel . are the Sy feuel 44 | 10 this variſh ; the 


caſting and preparing of which, during the ſummer, con- 
ſumes much of the time which the people ought to dedicate 

to the improvement of their farms. From this labour, they 
would be in a great meaſure relieved, if coal was either found 
in this country, or allowed to be imported free of duty, from 


the . ſhore of the Solway FRED 


of Cnnertrees. OT 3it 


, . , = a _ _ _ r ny OO RAS IX 
mg he Ode nc] .. ˙ 20 Aer 3 if n e . Ss ed . 
« 1 N 1 1 8 - = — A 1 * n — N D n 1 h__ «Va ISL AS. ä SEO W210. n 75 2 as ts Wet £ 7 2 . * : 8 
r 2 2 it . ——— Rooks Ss n 8 . 22 3 88 r 2 1 ee * 2 * - 2 ag $954 8 Ny bers i ** . e N - 2 
1 p . FRI 2 4 N Y _ , — — unn err 2 "Fs 22 1 1 k ch wb . 9 2 * 5 ae dee > n : . ne — I L a Cans © 
ORAL II De by (CER N . „„ ˙ I AE” In 838 SO J ¾ aA ͤ ᷣ⁵ ! ] ß ]⅛˙²Q?s ue i tg os $6 TT.. ˙— d eds Red . SS; Wy <>; 
oy, ge 1 ok af . ood 2 * 92 ö 2 . 8 Pak. Ir N 2 — . Eq l Mag 8 A 
r . 2 3 et 8 EY a r =” I . LN 22 wo wi + : WT. Mg 2 be” 
IE PE MODE Ah. LO GE 2 2 * 9% REEL r age nar RE N I 8 r AE; 5 
3 1 3 FS — N ; xg ; 2 3 
— N 2 . 8 ent, Lg 2 £ r 3 — 1 n 3 A * 3 ; Ih J's; > EY - IE 5 ag PPP 
2 4 4 a>. n F 8 : 1 OX 3 = 8 r = 8 © Rh * 2 > - E ˙7˖-... ÜL PF 
ccc 1 n D way es N * > - 8 7 e . > "An + by wore Woe * 2 R A n 1 r o 
2655-07 rb a 3 4 wt. = 7 £ ay ＋ * — 7 OS . 2 a" 5 2 : . * n * = 2 * 3 4, — n * * gl * A ＋ Go = 3 „ 
> g ? : « . þ r 4 2 4 => 8 > 1 2 * I TERS * — 8 7 / 
W r = * 8 >. - + ES. Su 498 222 — < > 132 "aA reren e e 1 N * 1 — 


Eren 
ME bh co ESL La 
„ Meteo 23 AR 1678S 42 
2 8 22 — . 
* p 1 72 N . * 


2 33 + oats, 
Weg” nes." 


„„ Statiſtical Account 
raRIsH OF BALLINGRY, | 


cu „ L 1 of Kirkaldy. 951 0 
FT 7 Ts 2 


- = By the 1 1 n SCOTT. 


| Origin of the W 


) ALLINGRY Seele the Village of the Croſs. Itivn 
compound of the Gaelic word Bal, which is a village, 
and inri, being the initials found on thoſe croſſes erected of- 
ten in the fields, in honour of Chriſtianity, on which were 
inſcribed J. N. R. J. Jeſus Nazarenus Rex een Jelus 
of Nazareth King of the Jews. 
 Alþppanttiance and Seil—The figure of this pariſh is irregular, 
its utnMWlength being 3 miles, its utmoſt breadth not abore 
one. The ſoil, in this pariſh, is in general reckoned good, 
though not ſtrong ; there is not more than a fourth of it in 
| tillage, the reſt is employed in paſturage. In general, this 
part of the country is very imperfectly improved, and er- 
tremely naked of planting, excepting the eſtates of Lochore, 
Ballingry, and Navity, which have attained a conſiderable de. 
| re, both of cultivation and of beauty. 


| Crops generally ra 0 and 1 of ſowing. —Oats is the 


R grain moſt generally ſown here, and it is eſteemed the molt 
advat- 
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of Banne. 5 


drantageous crop; ; | hay fo alſo a mixture of rough bear 
ind barley, peaſe and beans and ſome wheat; but of this laſt, 

very little. The time of ſowing oats is towards the end of 
March, or the begirining of April ; they ſow their bear from 
the beginning to about the middle of May. The rotation ; 
of crops here in general is, after breaking up ground, to | 
tike two crops of oats, and one of bear; with this laſt crop 
they ſow graſs ſeeds, and the ground then commonly remains ; 
in graſs 3 or 4 years before it is again broke up. There is, 
in this pariſh, one mill, that of Inchgaw, to which the diffe- 
rent eſtates are bound 7hirle, that is, muſt have ground at 
that particular mill what quantity of victual is conſumed by | 
the families Pying e on the eſtate, e 


| Population —In 174 555 the numbers were rated at 464 
At preſent, the number of ſouls i in this pariſh, is wm 220 
Families, 1 N 5 PS: hoe wn i | — | 55 
Being, to a family, —²ru woe 1 
Of che above there are, wales, e — 94 
Females, s, „ „ „ 18 


Of the above there are 8 Seceders. About 30 years ago, it 
appears this pariſh contained above double the number of in- 
habitants, which it does at preſent. The obvious cauſe of 
this decreaſe of population, has been the throwing the prin. 
cipal eſtates into graſs farms, which a are now in the hands of | 

a few conſiderable dealers i in cattle, 


b = Aliboaghk tþ there is a conſiderable quantity of 
grain raiſed in this pariſh, yet the ſoil being better calculated 
for graſs, the rearing of cattle forms the moſt conſiderable 
employment of the tenants, and is one of the principal pro- 
ductions of the pariſh, There are alſo in this pariſh both 


coal and lime ; the laſt hath only been P wrooght ſince Captain 
YoL. Yik. Rr Park 
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Park Sock Lochore, upon which vitae they both bk 
'They are of an excellent quality; 5 and will be of conſiderable 
benefit to this part of the country, as affording the means 
of improvement at a convenient diſtance, and at a moderate 
Price. | 


Church and Poor ,—The living conſiſts of 48 bolls of vidual, 
one third being bear, and two thirds meal, and 48 J. in mo- 
ney. The manſe and offices are in very good repair.—In ſo 
imail a pariſh, the number of poor cannot be conſiderable; 
at preſent there are 7 upon the poor's liſt. The funds for 
their maintenance are extremely good. The collections at 
the church door may amount to 51. per annum ; but there is 
an income beſides the collections, of about 30 J. Sterling an. 
nmually, ariling partly from money, and partly from land, the 


I proper: of the poor. The poor receive nxording to their 
necefli High from 0 d. to 28, of aid week. | 


Malers. There are no rivers of any conſequence in this 
pariſh. There is one ſmall rivulet named Orr, which ifſues 
from 2 conſiderable lake, called Lochore, from which the 
_ eſtate takes its name. The pretent proprietor hath formed 
a plan for draining this lake, which is already far advanced, 
the ſucceſs of Which will gain about 150 acres of excellent 
land, beſides draining the ſurrounding grounds, which at pre- 


ſent are annually overflowed. Towards the eaſtern extre- 


mity of the 1. ke, there is a ſmall iſland, upon which is ſitu- 
The building 
conſiſts of an old tower, and ſeveral lower houſes. It was 
built by Duncan de Lochore, former proprietor of the eſtate, 
in the reign of Malcolm III.; but the eſtate paſling into the 
bands of the Wardlaws of Torry, it from them received 


conſiderable repairs; aud the name of Robertus . ardlaw, 18 
upon 


ated an old cuſtle, ſurrounded by a high wall. 
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upon the chief entry to the tower. | At preſent it is ruinous, | 
but forms a very beautiful object in the lake. | = 
In this pariſh there is a Roman camp, a little to the weſt- 
ward of the houſe of Lochore, which is ſtill remarkably en- 
tire, although, in ſome places, It is levelled and defaced, Its 
form is nearly ſquare. There appear, on the north and weſt 
ſides, three rows of ditches, and as many ramparts of earth 
and ſtone. There is a round turret on that tide which is 
next the loch, the total circumference meaſuring about 2020 
feet. | ET] £2 

It has been conjefiured, with much probability, chat this 
was the ſpot where the ninth legion was attacked, and nearly 
cut off, by the Caledonians, as we have it narrated by T aci- 
tus, in his life of Agricola. The preſent proprietor of Loch · : 
ore, in proſecuting the plan mentioned above, for draining 
the lake, having occaſion to cut ſome ditches immediately 
under the camp, the workmen have dug up ſeveral antiqui- = 
ties, which are evidently Roman, particularly the head of a 
Roman ſpear. Juſt by the camp is a village called Blair, 
which, in the original, is ſaid to ſignify locus e or a 
Place where a battle has been fought. : 
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PARISH or. GLADSMUIR 


ME (Cry , 100 Lothian. eee of adding 
| 5 of Lothian and TW)” 


W-] the Reverend Mr Groner Haul ron. 


| Origin and Name. 


HE church of Gladſmuir was built by Baillie af Lan- 
, mington, in the year 1695, and the pariſh was then 
formed by annexations from the contiguous pariſhes, Tra- 


- ont; -- Hadington, and Aberlady. The etymology of the 
name offers nothing worth enquiry ; it probably aroſe from 
the number of glades (kites), which frequented this pariſh 


in its barren ſtate, ang are yet not unfrequent in the neigh: 
bourhood. 


S8. ind Cl:mate.—Between the Frith on the north, and 
the banks of the Tyne on the ſouth, the country riſes gently 
to a ridge, on the ſummit of which the church is placed. 
The top of this ridge, which was long an open muir, wa 
for ages robbed of its ſoil, being inceſſantly pared of its tur 
by the neighbouring inhabitants; it is now, therefore, claye), 


ſhallow, and barren ; but the ſoil becomes mors fertile as you 


deſcend on either ſide. The air is pure, dry, and healthy, 


and epedemical di ſtempers accordingly are rare. 


Landld 


of Gladſmuir. 209 


Landed Property, Agriculture, &e.— The pariſh is divided 
amongſt 15 landed proprietors, only three of whom reſide 
within its bounds. : It contains between 5 and 6000 acres of 
und, of which 3000 are in tillage ; above 500 acres are an- 
nually ſown with graſs ſeeds ; about 1600 are in paſture, and 
above 200 in wood. The real rent is about 45001. paid by 
22 farmers, 4 of whom pay above 300 J. a year each, and 7 
under 100 l. The rents are wholly paid in money, the kane 
and carriages, which were Oey ee Heng now con- 


verted, 


One hundred and fix two horſe 88 * 5 140 A be, 
are employed; 134 black cattle, and about 100 ſheep are 


kept, Wheat, barley, oats, and peaſe, are the common pro- 
duce of this diſtrict; cabbage and turnip crops are little 


raiſed, nor are potatoes ſo much cultivated as perhaps they 


| ought to be, conſidering what a wholeſome and cap: foe 
or yield to the lower claſs of you; 8 


Population, . Sec, TP n ie villages 
in this pariſh are 3 in number, and, by a ſingular concen, 
they contain exactly 59 families each. The number ©. 
milies in the whole pariſh is 340; of ſouls, 1380 3 of tncs 
647 are males, 733 are females, 1010 are above 10 years c 
age, and 370 are under 10. By Dr Webſter's table in 1755 
the numbers were 1415. From the appearance of ruined 
houſes on the north fide of the pariſh, an opinion has pre- 
vailed, that the inhabitants were once more numerous than 


they are now; but by a numeration which was made at the 


firſt ſcating of the church in the year 1697, it appears that 
the number of inhabitants then muſt have been under 1350. 
The baptiſm roll, at an average for the laſt 3o years, gives 
only 47 each year, which would denote a population conſi- 
Cerably | inferior to that which | is here given; but many who 

attend 
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attend the dcn are careleſs about enrolling their childrens 
names; and Seceders often ** not enroll at 1 in the Peril 
e | 1 2 | ; 


No foreign trade is carried on, nor is any confiderable ma. 
nufacture eſtabliſhed in the pariſh ; the inhabitants  (exceyt. 
ing colliers) are moſtly employed in agriculture, or in the oc. 
Twenty-two are farmers, and 
140 farm ſervants are employed by them, Nine are ſmiths 
or journeymen, 8 carpenters, 20 weavers, 26 ſhoemakers, 


75 taylors, 4 maſons, 4 millers, and 40 colliers. 


About 4 tenth yur: of the whole number may be See 
ders. | 

=" e general, are induſtrious and ſober, "Fo of 

| | them go into the army or navy. * Very few crimes are com- 

| mitted, and puniſhments, eee are but ſeldom re- 
ns. e „„ e 


Nate of Wages, Farm ſervants generally receive 3 1, 3s, 


in money, half a boll barley, half a boll peaſe, 6 bolls and a 
half oat-meal, and a cow's paſture, which, altogether, may 
amount to 12 guineas, or 13 l. a year. The wife's labour in 
harveſt pays for the cottage which they inhabit; and they 
pay kane (a few fowls) for their garden. Women ſervants, 
living in the houſe, have from 50s. to 70s. a year; men ſer- 
| vants, in the ſame ſituation, have from 51. to 51. Day. l- 
bourers earn 10 d. a day in winter, and 1s. or 14 d. in ſun- 
mer. Carpenters earn 18. 2 d. in winter, and 1s. 6d. in 
ſummer ; maſons, 1s. 8 d. and 15. 10d. 
'The wages of the colliers depend upon the work which 
they perform ; when the ſeam of coal is about a yard in 
thickneſs, one active collier will employ two bearers, and, 
with their help, will earn a guinea or 2 5 8. a week. At prc- 
ſent, when the ſtratum of coal is only two feet thick, even 
| an 
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m Lak lier can employ but « one bearer ; with her 


help, he throws out from 80 to go loads of coals in the OY 


each load weighs 200 lb. and for this he is paid 2d. 


In general, over the whole country, (a ſtrong . 2 Met, 7 
ing proof of its improvement), the wages of labour are in a 
{tate of rapid progreſſion ; in time of health, they are equal 
to all the neceſſary expences of the ſober labourer, and. even 


enable him to rear a numerous 1 


* 


Poor 7 Pars Ponds et Ace and other misfor- 
tunes are unavoidable, and will often reduce the moſt induf- 


trious families to unexpected iſt reſs ; in ſuch caſes the aid 


of public charity is required. This pariſh admits no vagrant | 
poor to receive parochial aid, farther than is neceſſary for 
iranſporting them, when lame, beyond the bounds of the pa- 
riſh, therefore no common beggars reſide within its bounds, 
The ſettled poor are maintained in their own houſes, or are 
boarded with any relation who is willing to receive them. 
To prevent improper claims, the kirk-ſeſſion require an aſſig- 
vation of their effects, from all who become regular penſion... 
ers. There are at preſent 21 of this deſcription upon the 


poor's liſt, who receive, at an average, about 40 s. a year 


ech. This, with charity to occaſional penſioners, and ſeſ- 
ſion clerk's ſalary, make the whole annual expenditure a- 
mount to about „„ i og} 0 


This is defrayed by collection at the church 
doors, amounting to about 1 2 9 
Dy fines upon irregular marriages, 
and fees for the uſe of mort- 
cloths, 1 „„ „ 
By intereſt of a ſum of money, 7 10 © 


of Cladſmirs „„ 
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: and the acficieney 3 is made up by an aſleſsmen laid equiy 
7 upon the heritors and tenants. 


Beſides the public parochial fund, the poor of this diſtri 


derive conliderable advantage from private friendly ſocieties 

inſtituted by themſelves. Into the funds of theſe, they pay 

a ſmall proportion of their weekly earnings, and receive x 

comfortable allowance in caſe of ſickneſs or diſtreſs. This 

is the moſt effectual method yet deviſed, for preſerving the 

| Induſtry, and at che ſame time relieving the wants, of the 
: mes. youre 0 8 


Church a Ee 1d ech "we belt in the yu 


1695 ; the manſe was erected 30 years later; both were late- | 
ly repaired, and are now in very good condition. The pr. 
riſh having been principally formed by annexations from the 

| Pariſhes of Tranent and Haddington, the King and Earl of 
| Hopeton, who are patrons of theſe two churches, are alter- 


nately patrons of Gladſmuir. The glebe contains between 


5 & and 6 acres of indifferent land. The ſtipend conſiſts of 


34 bolls wheat, 3 5 bolls IEF» 314 bolls oats, and 181, of 
money. | 


There is a ; parochial ſchool at the . which i is attend. 


ed by about 60 boys and girls. The maſter has a pretty 
good houſe and garden, and 81. 6 s. 8d. a year as ſchool- 


maſter, which, with 40 s. as ſeſſion clerk, and perquiſites on 


regiſtering births and marriages, together with fees of teach. 
ing, make an income of 24 l. or 25 l. a year. There are, 
beſides, two leſſer ſchools on the north and ſouth extremities 


of the pariſh. The maſters are allowed 11. 28. 2 d. by the 
heritors, and teach about 30 children each. 


Eminent Men. — This pariſh gave birth to George Heriot, 
founder of the hoſpital i in Edinburgh, which {till bears his 
name, 
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name. His — were proprietors of the f mall village 
of Trabrowne, and their names appear ſometimes on the roll 

of the Scotch Parliament. What is till more to the. ho- 

nour of the pariſh, it was the firſt ſettlement of Dr Robert- 
ſon, the hiſtorian of Scotland 5 "and his * of Scotland 
Vas es Ae here. EY 


Hikellancows Obenitine—.On the 21ſt of July 1789, a 2E 
thunder ſtorm began in the north, and came gradually nearer, Bj 
having circled round by the weſt. The ſchool, where above 
70 children were then aſſembled, unfortunately ſtood in its 

way, The thunder burſt upon the houſe, and ſeemed at firſt 

to have levelled it with the ground. The walls were rent, 

the windows ſhattered, and the roof demoliſhed. A ack: -- 
darkneſs, cauſed by the ſmoke and duſt, for a while conceal- 
ed the extent of the miſchief; when it ſubſided, the neigh- 
bours, who firſt entered, anxious for the fate of their chil- 
dren, had reaſon to fear the worſt ; for few figns of life ap- 
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peared, the whole crowd of little ones, either ſtunned or ter- 
rified, lay ſtretched upon the ground, beneath the tables or 
denches where they ſat. Many were quite ſenſcleſs, but af. 
terwards recovered. TWo boys were killed outright, and the 
maſter, with many others, much injured. The effect of ſuch 
a ſcene is not ſoon worn off from the minds of children; a 
black cloud ſtill terrifies the whole ſchool, and a clap of E | ig 
thunder, more than ordinarily loud, ſcatters the whole little 3 
troop in an inſtant. 

The preſent incumbent was not TR miniſter of Glad. 
muir, but he has fince been at pains to obtain information as 
to all the particulars of ſo uncommon an event. The fol- 


lowing, amongſt others, is ſingular : Two boys, who were in 
a ſeparate apartment in the weſt end of the ſchool, (the 
Yor, VN: 1 thunder 
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: thunder came from the weſt) decluend that they ſaw 2 bal of 


fire, which hovered for a few inſtants over their heads, 
| There was a ſky light in this part of the houſe ; but it was 
through the tiles, or rather within the roof, as the boys ima. 
gined, that the glare of this meteor was ſeen. They had no 
_ apprehenſion of danger; and were ſtill gazing at its when it 
burſt with the fatal exploſion. | 


| Accidents like this, however, but rarely occur, and, upon 


the whole, the inhabitants of this diſtrict are very well ſatis- 


| fied with their lot, nor have they any partial or local incon- 


venience to complain of. One great improvement, indeed, 
might be made in the ſituation of all the lower claſs of inha- 
bitants, in this corner of the kingdom, by ſuch an alteration 

in the exciſe laws, as would enable and induce them to drink 
5 good ale, for their common beverage, in place of whiſky and 
other ſpirituous liquors. Such a change would be favourable 


do the health, the morals, and the induſtry of the people. 
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NUMBER NEXT, 


PARISH or DUNBLANE. 


(Cunt 7 P er th. — try of Dunblane.—Synod of : 


Perth and Stirling. . 


0 the Reverend alen Jon RonzaT30N ond Ronen 
| STIRLING, | n N 


oni of 1 the Man. | 


the cathedral was built, The chartulary, and other records 
of the biſhopric of Dunblane, are not to be found. The 
dioceſe conſiſted of part of Perth and Stirling ſhires, The 
rental of the biſhopric, at the Reformation, was nearly as 


follows : 1 Chalder wheat ; 3 11 chalders, 11 bolls, 3 firlots, | 
and half a peck of bear; 50 chalders, 1 boll, 1 firlot, 3 pecks 
and a half of meal ; 3 9 chalders and 12 bolls of oats; and | 


3131, SOT: 


| Lirary—De 1 Robert Leighton w was conſecrated Biſhop of ; 


Dunblane in the year 1662, and was tranſlated to the Arch- 
bilbopric of Glaſgow i in the year 1669, where he continued 
till the For 167 5 Beſides his daily charities to the poor, 
: he 

® „ Pacbanant Hiſtoria. ” 


+ Keith's Hiſtory, 


UN B L A N E is ſuppoſed to take 3 its name from St | 
Blane, the tutelar ſaint of the place. It was once a cell i 
of Culdees; and, in the reign of King David, was erected in- 


to a biſhop's ſee ®. It is uncertain at what time, or by whom 
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_ Saia Account | 
he ſettled a fond for ſome pious and public good work, In aff 


5 the places where he had intereſt and charge. He mortified 


| 3001. Sterling for the founding of his burſaries of Philoſophy, 
in the College of Glaſgow; likewiſe 300 l. Sterling for the 


maintenance of four old men in St Nicholas's Hoſpital x 


| _ Glaſgow.” In the College of Edinburgh, he likewiſe founded 
a burſary of philoſophy, upon the intereſt of 150 l. Sterling, 
In 1673, he mortified the ſum of 1024 J. Scotch money, to 
the poor of the pariſh of Dunblane. And, laſt of all, he be- 
queathed and left his library to the cathedral and clergy of 


the dioceſe of Dunblane, by his laſt will and teſtament, in 


the following words: «© My books I leave and bequeath 
to the Cathedral of Dunblane in Scotland, to remain there 
for the uſe of the clergy of that dioceſe.” —The Reverend 
Mr Robert Douglas, ſon of Biſhop Douglas, bequeathed to 


the library the ſum of 300 merks Scots, and his own collec- 


tion of books, —The Reverend Mr James Inglis, Epiſcopal 


' miniſter at Muthill, left his books to the library.— Mrs In. 


: bry, ſiſter and executrix to the Reverend Mr William Sim- 
ſon miniſter at Dunblane, left 300 merks Scotch to the l. 
0 brary. — The Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland gave 201. Sterling to the library, out of the vacant 
ſtipend of Dunblane. Conſiderable additions have, from time 
to time, been made to the library, out of the intereſt of the 
mortified money, beſides paying the librarian's ſalary, and re- 
pairing the houfe. The library is under the direction of the 
following truſtees, nominated by Mrs Saphira Lightmaker, 
and Mr Edward Lightmaker, executors of the Biſhop, in 
their deed of mortification, viz. T he Right Honourable the 
Viſcount of Strathallan, Sir Hugh Paterſon of Bannockburn, 
Sir James Campbell of Aberuchil, ſohn Graham commiſſarj- 
_ clerk of Dunblane, and their heirs male; the miniſter of 
Dunblane for the time being, and two other clergymen of 
| | the 
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the beugte © of Derne choſen by the ed of Perth 
and Stirling. 
Mr Bender fent a very hk nevedle tone, of oval 


figure, well cut, having on it Biſhop Leighton's arms, with 
this inſcription, Bibliotheca Leightoniana, and a gilded mitre 
on the top of it, which is ſet upon the front of the houſe 
towards the ſtreet, as Lord Strathallan had adviſed, The 5 


anne hag and carving: are now very men defaced. 


bee and 8 periſh, . ba 
Jong, and 6 broad, is fituated within the weſtern diſtrict df the 
county of Perth. It is the ſeat of a preſbytery, which bears 


its name, and ſubject to the ſuperior juriſdiction of the ſynod _ 
of Perth and Stirling. The ſoil is various. A great part " a 
the pariſh conſiſts of arable land. But the greateſt part of 
it is moorland, covered with heath, and ſwampy. The 
grounds, | in general, have a gradual declivity from the ſur- 


rounding hills to the river Allan, which runs through the 
pariſh, giving the name of Strathallan to a conſiderable track 
of land along the river, Theſe hills are partly green; but, 


tor the moſt part, covered with heath. There are a conſi- 
derable number of ſheep, and ſome black cattle, grazed up- 
on them; but very few of either, in proportion to the extent 
of ſurface, There is a great deal of moor game here; and 
the low grounds produce plenty of hares and 1  partridgess : 


"rh afford excellent courlng and ſhooting, 


22 Diſeaſes, 5c. —The climate is in * healthy. 
The rheumatiſm is a very frequent diſorder among the lower 


ranks, and a great number die of conſumptions. Severals 


have ſurvived 90, during the incumbency of the preſent mi. 
niſter ; and many now living are above 80. The ravages 
made 
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cConcluſion can be formed from this article. 
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nde ve the dann pon have ſometimes been very geo, 66: 
caſioned by the averſion of the common people to inoculation, 
Birthe, Deaths, and Marriages. —There is no exact regiſter 
5 of the births and deaths in this pariſh, This is partly owing 


"ai the negligence of ſome, and to the utiwillingneſs of other, 


to pay the tax and trifling dues on births, to which the ſeſ. 
| fion-clerk is legally entitled, for his trouble in filling up the 
| regiſter. According to the moſt probable account, the buri 
als in the pariſh church amount annually to about 30. But 
oy ſome families bury in the chapel ground at Kilbryde, and 
others in the chapel ground at Ardoch ; ſo that no certain 
The number of 
births is ſuppoſed to exceed 70 per annum. The number of 
marriages, at an average, for 6 years paſt, amounts to 23; 
but there are ſome irregular e in this 1 and 
. e 5 


Rivers —The ow Allan, which runs through this pariſh, 
takes its riſe at Gleneagles, in the pariſh of Blackford, about 
the diſtance of 11 miles from Dunblane. It abounds with 
burn trouts, and in ſome places with pike. Some falmon, 
4 gilſes, and ſea trout, are got in ſummer floods. Its courſe i 
rapid for ſeveral miles. Afterwards it flows in beautiful 
curves through wide and fertile haughs. And, in the la 


Part of its courſe, it is rapid, its banks ſteep, and moſtly co- 


vered with wood, and falls into the Forth, after it leaves this 
pariſh, a little above Stirling Bridge. —The river Ardoch, 
which takes its riſe at Lochmahaick, in the pariſh of Kilma- 
dock, likewiſe runs through the weſt part of this pariſh, It 
abounds with burn trout. 


Rent. —The valued rent of the — is t 68. 80. 
Scotch. 
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Scotch. | The real rent cannot be eaſily aſrertabied; The 
nt of the land varies. The farms are, in general, ſmall; 
wo thirds of them kept in graſs, and the other third under 
tillage, Some farms let from 5s. to 15s. per acre, Land 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Dunblane lets from 48 5 
& to 21, uae | 


Proriewrs We—Thare are 11 t greater, and frren] ſmaller. | 
proprietors. Four of the former reſide in the pariſh, viz. Sir 


Equire, of Keir, John Stirling, Eſquire, of Kippendavie, and | 
Alexander Jaffray, Eſquire, of Gleflingall, There is a com- I 
miſſary, and * a ſurgeon, and four writers or 
en. 


| Abate. The Cathedral, and the ruins of the Biſhop's 
Palace, are the only antiquities in this pariſh, The Cathe- 
dral has been elegant and regular; but great part of it is in 
ruins. The length of it is 216 feet, breadth 56 feet, and the 


0 height of the wall to the battlements 50 feet, The ſteeple 

ears to be a more modern building, in height 128 feet. 
ln it are two fine toned bells. The quire, which is uſed as 

2 the place of public worſhip, is almoſt entire. Several of the 

i prebends ſtalls remain in good order, as likewiſe the original 
roo and n. 

ſt 3 5 

8 Gs and Peor.—There are three clergymen in the town 


= Dunblane ; the miniſter of the eſtabliſhed Church, of the 


a Burgher, and of the Antiburgher Seceders. The King is 

„ patron of the pariſh. The living conſiſts of 32 bolls of meal, 

i: WF d 16 dolls of bear; 611. 13s. 4d. in mopey, including 
31. 6s. 8 d. for communion elements; a manſe, and a glebe 

1 of 4j Engliſh acres. The miniſter's ſtipend was originally 


: de Dean's living ; and; beſides what is paid from the teinds 
| or 


james Campbell, Baronet, of Aberuchil, William Stirling, 5 | 


8 2 2 Account 


= 


of the quilts, conſiſts of feu-duties paid qu Deaadis in 
"the pariſh of Muthil; from Dean's Lundie, and Deanſtom, 
in the pariſh of Kilmadock ; from Gogar, in the pariſh of 
Loge, from Craigarnhall, in the pariſh of Lecropt; and of 
s teind-duty from Logie Almond, in the pariſh of Monzie, 
The number of poor upon the roll of this pariſh is 34, 
ES Some. years it has been above 40. T hey are maintained by 
2 aſſeſſments. Theſe commenced in 1775. The number af 
poor then upon the roll was 19; and the aſſeſſment 78. 6d. 
vas on the 1001. Scotch of valued rent. The aſſeſſment hi 
gradually riſen to 20s. on the 1001. Scotch. Laſt afſeſſmen 
was fixed at 15 s. The deficiency is made up from the intereſt 
9 892 money mortified for behoof of the poor. Occaſional cha. 
rities, given by the kirk- ſeſſion to poor houſeholders not on 
. the roll, amount to about 5 1. per annum. Theſe are given 
out of the collections * the Fharch-<Joors, dues of mort: 
15 cloths, e. 


RE e principal crops are oats and barley. A con. 
 Kderable quantity of flax and potatoes, alſo of clover and rye- 
graſs, are ſown in this pariſh, More grain of every kind 
(except wheat, which is ſown only in ſmall quantities) than 
what is neceſſary for the maintenance of its r ö 
raiſed i in this Altre 


| Roads and Bridges —The roads were originally made by 
the ſtatute labour; but it is hardly ſufficient to keep them in 
repair. The great military road to the north paſſes through 
nearly the length of this pariſh ; and, being one of the great- 
eſt thoroughfares in Scotland, would require more than the 
ſtatute labour to keep it in ſufficient repair. Many of the 


landed gentlemen are of opinion, that it ſhould be made: 


| turnpike 3 but this has been prevented by a different opinion 
previ 
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gemailing in the district to the north of 1 this pariſh—The ; 
bridges on the Allan ate good. There are no leſs than 6 
upon it, 4 of which are within the pariſh. The Bridge of 5 
Punblane, and the other bridges upon the public road, are 
on in repair by, the flatuie labour ME converſion W 


Pull. —The greateſt part - of the inhabitints uſe cqals, 
brought from pits in the neighbourhood of Alloa, at the 
diſtance of 10 or 12 miles. Many of the farmers ſtill uſe 
peats dug in the moors. But the great length of time ſpent i in 
working them, and the moderate price of coals, have induced 
the greateſt number to uſe this laſt as moſt comfortable, a and, ; 
been. the whole, the Theapeſt. 


| Manure —There a are een pits 4 Atellent ſhell marl i in 
the pariſh ; and plenty of lime, by water carriage on the 
Forth, is to be got at the diſtance of a few miles; and it is 
much uſed i in improving the grounds. f 


be in this pariſh there is plenty of coppice wood and 
other kinds, ſuch as oak, elm, beech, pack, &c. Dees 
my plantations of firs, 


Fe at 3 —This plane i is ſuppoſed to be one of 
the largeſt | trees in Scotland. Its dimenſions 2 are: 


0 | DS, 155 
The height of the trunk 6 > V 
Circumference of the trunk at the bottom „„ 
— at tbe ſmalleſt part 87 IÞ- 
—————— where it branches 30 


Battle,—The battle of Dunblane, in Noveniber 1715, was 
fought at Sheriff Moor, in this pariſh, between the Duke of 


Argyle and Earl of Mar, 


Vo L. VII. 5 Tt Population, 


— | _ Mica Aar 


Fiel ths a late ſurvey, it is found that thats are in 
this pariſh 2750 ſouls; and it is ſuppoſed that the populz 
tion has not increaſed much for 40 years; but no exact ac. 
| counts of it have been kept. The return to Dr Webſter in 
7765 was loa OO ono i gan tk AS32429 MEk WITTY 


aleo. ela the town of Dunblate low are, beides the 
e ſchool, three others, to whick the generality of the 
people ſend their children to be initiated i in the principles of 
the Engliſh language, previous to their being ſent to the 
== principal ſchool. Owing to the extent of the pariſh, there 
1 three other ſchools in different quarters of it, for the 
accommodation of thoſe who cannot come into the town, 
The number of ſcholars at the pariſh ſchool is, at an ave- 
rage, about 60. The ſchoolmaſter 5 ſalary is 121, Sterling 

in money, and 7 ſtones of cheeſe, a houſe, and garden, in 
= value about 61, Sterling. He is likewiſe ſeflion-clerk. The 
perquiſites of which office are, including the hilary, about 

1 101. Sterlipg. | | | 


; Alebouſes, 13 De. Ade are no leſs that” 41 bott 
where ale and ſpirits are retailed, 29 in the town of Dun- 


blane, and 12 in other parts of the pariſh. Theſe are the 


cauſes of miſery and poverty prevailing among many of the 
lower rank, who, laying aſide their induſtry, become ditt. 
pated and abandoned, and at laſt, through diſeaſe, age, and 
infirmity, become, with their families, a burden upon the 
pariſh. In this manner the number of poor has increaſed 
much of late years. The greateſt number of thoſe upon the 
roll are virtuous labouring people, who are aged and infirm; 
but there are among them ſeveral of the above deſcription- 
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Name. | 


[SVERURY, 0 called from its 00 at the confluence | 


. of the rivers Don and Ury, lies in the county of Aber- 


teen, and that diſtrict thereof called the Garioch, 14 miles 
north-weſt from Aberdeen. „ | 


. Inyerury contains about 4000 acres, 
dut ſcarce 2000 are arable, — The land near the rivers is gene- 
rally a light rich mould, on a bed of ſand, and produces ex- 


cellent crops, eſpecially i in ſhowry ſummers, and carlier than 


moſt of the neighbourhood. From the rivers it riſes gra- 


dually to the ſkirts of the mountain of Benochee, which lies 


vithin a mile of the north- weſt boundary of rhe pariſh ; ; and 


the ſoil | is not fo fertile on the bigher, as on the lower ground, 
by the rivers, | | 


The Borough, The town 1 8 where the pariſh 
church ſtands, is a royal borough. Tradition ſays, that it 
obtained this privilege from King Robert Bruce, on occaſion 


a a goal victory obtained by kim theres over Comyn Ear! 
of 
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of Burke: the king of England's general in Scotland, which 
: proved the beginning of that good fortune that attended 
| him ever after during the whole of his reign. The oldeſt char. 
ter is 4 novodamus by Queen Mary, narrating, that « Inverury 


= a been a royal borough time immemorial, but the charter of 


its erection loſt in the time of the civil wars.” It is govern. 
ed by 2 provoſt, three baillies, a dean of guild, A treaſurer, 
and three counſellors, It does not appear to have ever been 
2 place conſiderable for trade or manufactures. 
of the townſmen are mechanics, ſuch as weavers, ſhoema. 
5 kers, taylors, cart and ſquare wrights, and blackſmiths; and 

they are all employed in working for the inhabitants of tie 
| town and neighbourhood ; none in manufacturing articles for 
market. At the ſame time, they cultivate their ſmall pieces 
of property, of from one to fix acres of land. There are 
bout 60 of theſe ſmall proprietors of land within the borough, 
called portioners ; and the Ear! of Kintore is proprietor of 2. 
bout one half of the land. When let to tenants, it pays 
| from 108. to 40. Sterling the acre, according to its qua- 
lity Tue women are generally employed in knitting ſtock- 
ings for the Aberdeen manufacturers, and earn from 18 d. t0 
28. a week. 


Bridger, The ſituation of W between two ſuch 
| conſiderable rivers, and ſometimes in land floods inacceſſible 

even wich boats, on all fides but one, has been a great obſta- 
dle to its improvement. This obſtacle is now, however, in 
great meaſure, happily removed. By the public f. pirited! ex 

ertions of the Earl ot Kintore, and Doctor Thom the preſent 
provoſt, ſabſcriptions have been promoted. for a bridge upon 
| Don; and an elegant and ſtately one was built laſt year, 2 
the ſouth end of the town, which coſt 20001. Sterling. The 


accommodation, however, i is not complete, Without a 4 


A great pan 


pon Ury. 4000 T his will not coſt near fs i as, the o- 


ther; and it is hoped ſome aid will be obtained from govern · 


ment, as the King 8 high · way, from Aberdeen to Elgin, Fort 


George, and Inverneſs, paſſes through Inverury ; and there i FP 
a faving of 14 miles by travelling that road, rather thay the 


lower one by o_ Meldrum and T We. 


kn as 4 the ny part of dine Gantt there are 7 


heritors; none of whom reſide in it but one, viz. Mr John- | 
ſton of Woodhill, who occupies a well improved farm on the 
banks of the Don. He has planted 50 or 60 acres of the 
higher ground with various kinds of foreſt trees, principally | 


Scotch firs, and they are in a very thriving condition. 


The names of the old farm towns appear to be Gaelic, 
| though this language has not been Lend in that part of the 


country for ney 4 centuries. 


Apricultu be farms are of various ſizes, from 41. to 
401. of yearly rent. The mode of cultivation is conſider- 


ably improved of late, but much yet remains to be done in 
that way. Oats and barley are the principal crops. The a- 


verage of the returns may be reckoned 4 of the former, and 
5 of the latter. | 


The farmers have only of late begun to bring line from 


Aberdeen, i in any conſiderable quantities, to lay on their land. 


Every one now ſows turnips, and plants potatoes in the field, 


and the ground next year is ſown with WORE: and graſs ſeeds, 


for hay or ed 


f Rent. — The kad rent of the pariſh is 16341. Scotch, 
excluſive of the borough, which has no valuation in the col- 
lector of the counties books. The real rent of the whole 


. is about 70ol. Seecling, 
Pepulation. 
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inhabitants” were : 730. "Is the month of Auguſt 1791, the 
= bumder of inhabitants 1 were 712, viz. 


- In the borough, 162 males. _ female, 
"0: the ref We 11 Periſh, Ld p 204. 
op In al, 34⁴⁰ e Ji : 
Under 0 years of age, —_ Es - | 146 : 
m—_—— «- 2M 
JJC Mr Wiles + 
Above 8 = — 4 
Average number of births N 5 


They are all members of the eſtabliſned Church, except 5 


Papiſts, 10 1 8 nb, 4 — and a | few 
b ee 5 


Mi Nee Oljeroations — There a are in the 21 pail 
about 600 black cattle, 130 horſes, and 1000 ſheep, moſtly 
| of a ſmall ſize. The people are generally ſober and induſ, 
trious, and appear contented with their condition. A very 


remarkable alteration to the better has taken place within the 


laſt 20 years among them, in their dreſs, diet, and lodging 


but eſpecially in the firſt of theſe articles. 


The greateſt i inconveniency they labour under, is ſcarcity of 
fuel. There are neither peat nor turf in the pariſh. They 


are obliged to fetch their fuel from other pariſhes, at a con- 
fiderable diſtance z and this takes up their time for great part 
of the ſummer, when they ought to be more profitably em- 


| ployed. Coal are brought from Aberdeen by the people of 


the town. A boll (36 ſtone Amſterdam weight) coſts 45. 


Gd. at the ſhip, and 25. 6d. for carriage to Inverury. An- 
other inconvenience, moſt ſenſibly felt of late by the farmers, 


18 a ny of ſervants, Both men and women ſervants are 


"repalt- 
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country 
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epairing to Aberdeen, where they readily ind an 
in the extenſive manufactures lately eſtabliſhed there, and get 
high wages. The conſequence is, that ſervants wages ur the L 


country are at leaſt double of what they were .a few years 
ag0, and it is very difficult to get them at any rate — There 


js an ancient Druidical temple in the pariſh, but nothing very 
remarkable about it. At the Tooth end of the town of In- 
verury, and near the confluence of the rivers, there ſtands a ; 
turious artificial mount of ſand, covered with a fine green 

ward. It is called the Baſs. It is a truncated cone, very 


regular, and 40 feet of perpendicular beight. Adjoining to it, 


on the eaſt ſide, is another about 20 feet high, but not ſo re- 


gularly ſhapen, The vulgar tradition, about this mount, is a 


jery ſenſeleſs one. | Probably it was a moot-hill, or place 
where courts were held for adminiſtering juſtice. A noted 
antiquarian, ſome years ago, when on the ſpot, pronounted it 
to have been ſuch, and pointed out the | ns where the, 


judges : and the parties ſtood. 


Church, School, and Pur —The wk of wache Was 
built in the year 1774, and the manſe in 1762. The ſti- 


pend is 371. 108, Sterling, and 64 bolls of meal and bear, 


vith a glebe of 4 Acres. The Earl of Kintbet Is 1 of | 


the pariſh, 


The ſchoolmaſter $ Sas 3 is 700 l. Scotch, and the number 


of ſcholars about 40 in winter, and 30 in ſummer. 


There are no parochial funds for maintenance of the P i; 


About 14 1. Sterling, collected in the church annually, are 
diſtributed by the church-ſeffion among 12 or 14 poor peo- 
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. has b 
n bes, f e  Rc 15 North 22 Orkn 
e * Orkney. n 1 
2 99 40 8 the cl 
1 the Reverend Mr Janus ITY g's and t] 

| tultiv 

kind, 
fand « 
BT Dont 

1 Situation. 3 85 this | 
Illis parich. is compoſed of hin iſlands, * Eel Foli(t 
thay, Weir, and Inhallow, and two ſmall holms or 17 85 

55 uninhabited iſlands. They are ſituated about three league V. 
north- weſt of the county town, Kirkwall, and lie n fo lar 
do each other. „ 5 ee ee rery 
| from 

Reiß The largeſt ifland of the variſh, is ted one and a 
range of hills; and the arable ground i is ſeparated from the tificat 


| anon op ROUSAY AND EGLISHAY, 


| hill ground by a poor irregular earthen dyke. The til WM the « 


ground i is covered with heath, and contains deep moſs. It WF iang 
a pleaſant iſland, and healthful, and abounds with moo Wl veſt 
game. In it are abundance of ſprings of the pureſt water, the y 
and of rivulets which iſſue from ſmall lakes, of which there 


9 55 are numbers in the iſland. All around the iſland i is ſafe hat. oy 


bour for ſhipping of any burden. The foil is good; and leaf. 
might produce plentiful returns, were it well cultivated. hid: 
There is a ſmall church, about five miles diſtant from tit north 
| manſe, dedicated to our Lady. The number of inhabitant numt 

85 5 V. 


cluded, 


the church. In Eglithay there is a ſmall lake of freſh water; 


fand on the north ſide, with much bent, and many rabbits. 


Eider is 210, the youngeſt « child being included. 


rery poor, and the crops unequal to what might be expected 
tiücation on a riſing ground, a little from the place where 
veſt end of this iſland. The number of the inhabitants is G 55 


the roungeſt child included. 


Inhallow ed, ble Iſland is very Wall, but very 
pleaſantly ſituated, being overlooked by the hills and head- 


north, The ſoil is good, but not ſkilfully managed. The 
number of inhabitants 19 2 the youngeſt child being in- 
Vor. VII. | 3 | cluded. 


of Roy and Egl hay. : 337 
is, in this iſland of . 772, the youn geſt child | being £ 


55 ah. _Fgliſhay is is a | pleafint, low lying land, with a 
ſmall Gothic church in the weſt part of the iſland,” which 
has been dedicated to St Magnus, the tutelar ſaint of all 
Orkney. It has a pyramidical ſteeple at the weſt end, and 
a vaulted quire at the eaſt end, which joins to the body of . 


and the ſoil is very good, and fit for culture; but it is poorly 
cultivated, There is a ſmall bay of ſhell ſand, of the beſt 
kind, on the weft ſide of this iſland, and a large track of 


| Sponge is caſt on ſhore in October, in great abundance, about 
this iſland. The number of inhabitants in this iſland of 


* ODS n . 


Vi, Hand. —Weir land is a fault love Ig . not 
ſo large as is Egliſhay. The ſoil is the ſame, and the culture 


from proper management. There is a ruinous church here, 
and a quire, but no ſteeple; and there is the veſtiges of a for- 


the church ſtands. There is moſs ground in a part of this 
land; and many ſeals are to be ſcen on the rocks at the 


lands of main land, on the ſouth, and of Rouſay, on the 
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. cluded. The. wh united pariſh of Rouſay and Eglifhay 


| includes in it 1072 perſons. In 175 57 the "I vere 
6 rated at 978. | 


Fe e is no difference in manners and habits 


between the cottager and the maſter of the farm. The mal. 
ter often turns to cottager, and the cottager ſometimes be. 
comes the maſter. They all take ſocial ſnuff together. Their 
| houſes and their furniture are exactly the ſame. They all, 
without diſtinction, fit at the oar in their boats; and at land 
they all jointly perform the ſame labour and work. Youth 
and old age conſtitute the only diſtinction of rank. The old 
oiten are ſo reduced, that they betake themſelves to going 
from houſe to houſe for ſuſtenance z and then they are well 
received; and it is not accounted beggary when _—_ do fo. 


Bas jms 4 M arriages. 


85 Bas ſms. Marriages, 

„ Mai es. Hem. 5 
o %%. 6 
„„ 5 7 

17795 11 10 4 
Et ET HEY 4 
1787, 12 14 7 
1788, 18 14 5 
1789, 1 20 | 
1791, 40 17 8 


Boats, In Rouſay they keep 24 boats, in Egliſbay 1: 
boats, in Weir 6 boats, in Inhallow 2 boats, making in all 
44 boats, Each being about the value of 31. Sterling. With 


| theſe they uſed to go to ah; but, kor ſome years paſt, the 


ſiſhing has failed entirely. 


Cat! . 


7 


1. Sterling to 41. never hardly above 5 1. Sterling. There 
are in the pariſh upwards of 200 ploughs. There are a pro- 
digious number of black cattle, no leſs than 2 500, almoſt all 


cows, from which thev make greaſe butter. The value of - 
the cows may be from 21. to 21. 10s. hardly ever 41. Ster⸗ 
lng,—The ſheep in this pariſh have fine wool, and, for the : 
molt part, two lambs at a birth. The ſheep, when ſold, coſt 
48. a head, or thereabout. The number of ſmall ſwine is 
confiderable, as are the flocks of geeſe. The ſwine fell for 


35. or 48. and the geeſe at 18. There are no mice in the 


and. of Inhallow, and no rats in any one of the other 
ilands of the parith.—'T here is a great quantity of kelp made 5 
annually in this pariſh from May to July. The people em- 
ploy themſelves at this work. There is a little woollen ſtuff 


made, and ſome linen, but to no amount, Theſe they trade 
with to Shetland, and {ell at the great aunual marker” at 
rkeall,” 1 1 5 


NUM. 


7 Rune and Ellen. = 339 


Cath. —They plow with horſes of a ſmall f ize, which are 
brought from Strathnavern when two years old, and ſome ; 
Shetland horſes. Three horſes, or, at the moſt, four horſes | 
re put into the plough. Theſe horſes are, of value, from 
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PARISH or ARBROATH, oqual 
1 two | 
= (Cry of Fofer Ay of Arbroath. u / ors 
I and Mearns.) gow. 
Art; notar 

T By the Reverend Mr Grorcs GLEIG, from 
PE a I ( NOD Scote 
| ſhoe 

Tons, Sr. e 5 

2 or Arbroath, is a royal bury, py 
oe d lituated on the diſcharge of the ſmall river of Bro- com 
thock into the ſea, from whence it has its name, Aber imply. ban 
ing ſuch a ſituation, In conjunction with Aberdeen, Bervie, nuf: 
Montroſe, and Brechin, it ſends a member to Parliament, ried 
The poſt- road from Edinburgh to Aberdeen runs through it cept 
It is diſtant 17 miles from Dundee, and 12 from Montroſe. Fla: 
It is the general opinion, that it was erected into a royalty inh 

by King William the Lion about the year 1186; but this A 
cannot be properly aſcertained, owing to the loſs of the ori- gen 

| ginal charter, which was taken away by force out of the Ab- ma 


bey of Arbroath, where it was lodged in the time of the 


civil wars, during the minority of James VI. by George abl 
Biſhop of Moray, called Poſtulat of Arbroath. It was, hon- we 
ever, confirmed in all the privileges of a royal burgh, which cel 
it had formerly enjoyed, by a novodamus oranted by James VI, A 
in the year 1599. The town is pleaſantly ſituated within an ſal 
amphitheatre of a ridge of ſmall hills, enjoying a ſouth ex- he 
poſure, and having a fair and extenſive proſpect of the Lo- jr 


thian 


of Arbroath. : e 34x 


ian kills, the eaſt coaſt of Fife, aid as; entries into the 5 
Frith of Forth, and the river Tay. The proſpect towards 

the north is bounded by the Grampian Hills. Few places 
equal it in point of ſituation. It is governed by a provoſt, 
two bailies, and 16 counſellors. The dean of guild and 


deacon convener of the trades are members of council» ex 


eib. Beſides the town · clerk, there are 5 writers, who are Z 
notaries public, and 2 meſſengers at arms. The revenue of 
the town amounts to about 8001, which ariſes principally 
from rents of land, harbour dues, town's mills, and 2 pennies 
Scotch on each pint of ale fold within the royalty. There 
are 7 trades incorporated; ſmiths, glovers, taylors, weavers, 95 
ſhoemakers, FO and — 


5 e the year 4996 Arbroath had little or no 


commerce, unleſs a little traffic in fiſh, and a kind of contra» 


band or ſmuggling trade deſerve the name. It had no ma- 
nufaCtures 3 and any piece of cloth that was made was car- 


ried to Montroſe, and ſold there. It imported nothing, ex- 
cept now and then a ſmall cargo of wood from Norway. 


Flax, iron, and other commodities, were purchaſed by the 


inhabitants from the merchants in Montroſe and Dundee. 


A few years ſubſequent to that mentioned above, teveral | 


gentlemen of property jointly undertook to eſtabliſh che 


manufacture of Oznaburghs, and other brown linens here, 
2nd to import their own materials, They laid out conlider- 


able ſums of money on different kinds of machinery, which 


vere executed on a very complete and extenſive ſcale. Suc- 


ceſs attended their ſpirited exertions; and, at that time, the 


Arbroath fabrics procured a ſuperiority, and commanded a 


ſale, in preference to any other of the kind, which they {till 
hold. From this eſtabliſhment, the rite and progreſs of the 
res and manufactures of Arbroath are to be dated. The 

principal 
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principal manufactures are ſail-cloth, Oznaburghs, and other 
brown linens. From November 1790, to November 1791, 
| 1,055,303 yards of the two laſt were manufaQtured in the 


| town and ſtamp-office diſtrict, which extends about 6 or 8 


miles round the town, equal in value to 39,6601. 6s. 10d, 
I here is likewiſe yearly manufactured in the town, fſail-cloth 
ER to the ſame amount; and nearly 50 looms are employed, 

The greateſt part of the linen and fail-cloth is ſhipped for 
London. A ſmall part is ſent to Glaſgow and Dundee, 
The principal imports are flax and hemp from Ruſſia, and 


Vood and iron from Norway and Sweden. Of the two fr, 


there were imported laſt year from 7oo to 800 tons; and 

| wood and iron to the value of 4oool. A very conſiderable 
trade is likewiſe carried on in lime and coals. Of the for- 
mer, there are unloaded at the harbour about 18,000 bolls of 

| ſhells; and from 6000 to 8000 tons of the latter yearly, 


I This quantity will not ſeem fo great, when it is conſidered 


that this town not only ſupplies its own neighbourhood, but 
ſends a great quantity of coals to Forfar, Brechin, and their 
neighbourhood. A repeal of the coal-tax would conſider. 
ably affect the revenue of this town, and be a lofs to indi- 
| viduals, who deal ſolely in the coal-trade ; yet the people are 
not ſo ſelfiſh as to throw any obſtacle in the way of a repeal, 
ſo ardently deſired by their northern neighbours, nor ſo 
blind to their own intereſt as to ſolicit its abolition, About 

| 18,000 bolls of barley are yearly ſhipped here, and the trades 


import about 3000 bolls of oat-meal.— There is a tan, yard, 


: which employs 6 men; and hides are yearly dreſſed, to the 
value of 25001. During the late war, and ſome time prior 
to it, a great number of ſhoes were exported ; but, ſince the 


peace, that trade has almoſt, if not entirely failed. A ſhort 


time ago, a cotton manufactory was eſtabliſhed, which em- 
ploys 18 men, women, and children, Yarn is ſpun to the 
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hat of 10001. 3: and 6 looms weave of calicoes to the 
zmount of 500l. yearly. There is alſo lately eſtabliſhed here 
manufacture of particular kinds of brown linens, never at- 
tempted in this part of the country. The number of looms 7; 
employed is 18. The cloth is moſtly uſed by coachmakers 
and upholiterers 3 z and the proprietor has a ſhop in London 
for ſelling it. One of the kinds is remarkable for its thin- | 
neſs, and more properly may be termed gauze than linen, of 
which a perſon will weave 40 yards a day, though it is yard 
wide, The common price of this laſt is 4 d. per yard. 1 
In the year 1740, a thread wanufactory was eſtabliſhed, 
which was for many years carried on to a great extent, and 
turned out to good account. By it thouſands of people gain- 
el a livelihood. For ſome time paſt it has been greatly on 
the decline, owing to the high prices of flax, the great rile 
on ſpinning, the high wages allowed to labourers in the Oz- 
naburgh and linen manufactories, and more eſpecially to the 
want of a proportionable riſe of price for the thread in the 
London market. From theſe cauſes, the thread trade in this 
place may be faid to be turned read bare. But, though it 
has failed, trade goes briſkiy forward; and, to ſhow its in- 
creale, the increaſe of the imports and exports, it is only ne- 
cellary to mention, that the harbour-dues were this year 
(1792) let at public roup for 293; excluſive of the guildry- 
cues, when 40 years ago they did not bring > more than 70 l. | 
guildry dues included. 


i The harbour was originally at the end of the 
Lat cauſeway, and built in the year 1194. There is yet ex- 
tant an agreement between the abbot of Arbroath and the 
inhabitants, concerning the building of it, by which both 
parties were bound to contribute their proportions; but the 
argeſt {hare fell to the abbot, for which he was to receive an 

early 


ſtructed to defend the veſſels in ſtormy weather, from the 


entrance to the width of 31 feet, and defended by what i 
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Fearly tax, payable out of every rood of land lying Within 
tze burgh. The pier was built of wood, and but ill con. 


heavy ſurges which roll on ſhore, In the year 1725, a brief 
was obtained for building a new one, which is ſituated a little 
to the weſt of the old. It is ſtrongly built of ſtone all round, 
ſmall, but very commodious, and ſo conſtructed that a veſſe 
can lie to at any part of it, either to receive or diſcharge her 
cargo. It is likewiſe perfectly ſafe, being contracted at the 


called the gates, which are 14 or 15 ſtrong beams of wood, 
let down in a groove on each fide, and locked in on the top 
| by iron bars. Theſe beams, which are eaſily put in or taken 
out in 15 minutes, by means of a crane made for the purpoſe, 
completely break the force of the ſea, which runs into the 
harbour, ſo that it is fda flatio carinis, It is always dry at low 
water; but has a fluice on the north fide, by which the water 
of Brothock is admitted, when it is thought neceſſary to clem 
it. At ſpring tides there is, at its entrance, a depth of 15 or 
16 feet; and at neep tides, of ꝙ or 10 feet water. 2 
In the year 1781, there belonged to this harbour no more 
than 17 or 18 veſſels, making all together only about 900 
tons; now there are 32 veſſels, making 1704 tons, which 
employ about 160 ſeamen. There are beſides two veſſels on 
the ſtocks, together above 150 tons. 
To this harbour belong alſo 3 fiſhing boats, beſides the pi- 
lot boats, which employ 14 fiſhermen ; but theſe depend 
upon a living more on what they make by pilotage, than on 
what they can earn in the fiſhing trade, which has moſtly 
failed N a 0 rg 
: 5 = Coil 
During the late war, in the year 1781, the ſhipping on this 
coaſt was much annoyed by a French privateer, named the 


Fearnought of Dunkirk, commanded by one Fall. On ttt 
| IE | | | | | evenng 


an C\ 


| tione 


to th 
Fall \ 


Soil and Produce —The ſoil is various, On the northren 
extremity it is a thin muiriſh ſoil, with a clay bottom; about 
iir! Ras A 


evening of the 23d of May, he came to anchor in the Bay, and 
fred a ſew ſhot into the town; after which ſalute, he ſent a flag 
of truce on ſhore, with the following letter: 
Gentlemen, I ſend theſe two words to inform you, that 
e will have you to bring to the French colour, in leſs 
« than a quarter of an hour, or I ſet the town on fire directly; 
« ſuch is the order of my maſter the King of France I am ſent 
by. Send directly the mair and chicfs of the town to make 
« ſome agreement with me, or l'll make my duty. Ir is the 
„will of yours. VVV! Pe Towel FF 
« To Monſſieurs Mair of the town called Arbrought, or in 
his abſence, to the chief man after him in Scotland.” 3 


The Magiſtrates, wiſhing to gain time to arm the inhabitants, 
and ſend expreſſes to the neighbouring towns for military, gave 
an evaſive anſwer to this letter, intimating, that he had men- 
tioned no terms of ranſom, and begging he wovid do no injury 
to the town, till he ſhould hear from them again. Upon this 
Fall wrote a ſecond letter, which is as follows: 
„ A Sea, eigtl o cloc in the afterncon. 

« Gentlemen, I received juſt now your anſwer, by which yon 
lay I aſk no terms. I thought it was uſeleſs, ſince I aſked you 


* to come aboard for agreement. But here are my terms; L 
0 „will have 30,0001. Sterling at leaſt, and 6 of the chiefs men 
h * of the town for otage. Be ſpeedy, or I ſhoot your towen away 
. directly, and I ſet fire to it. I am, Gentlemen, your ſervant. 


* I ſent ſome of my crew to you; but if ſome harm happens 
to them, you'll be ſure will hang up the main-yard all the 


5 * preſeners we have aboard. 


N To Monſieurs the chiefs men of Arbrought in Scotland.” 
a The magiltrates, before ſending a return to this letter, having 
on got ſome of the inhabitants armed, and ſome military from 
ly Montroſe, ſet Fall at defiance, and ordered him to do his worſt, 
{or they would not give him a farthing Terribly enraged, ant 
1 no doubt greatly diſappointed, he began a heavy fire upon the 
* own, and continued it for a long time; but happily it did no 
his harm, except knocking down ſome chimney tops, and burning 
he the lingers of thoſe who took up his balls, which were heated. 
he On the 24th he ſent a third letter on ſhore, by ſoine of our owa 
pg deople, whom he had captured at fea, It runs thus: a 


Vol. VII, Os XX « H. 
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the middle it is black loam; and bard on the ſhore, the 
ground is light and ſandy. The whole has been much im. 
proved of late, and it produces excellent crops of wheat, Oats, 
barley, peaſe, rye-graſs, turnip, potatoes, &c. About: 27 
years ago, the magiſtrates planted 110 acres of muir with 
Scotch firs, which are thriving very well, and in a ſhort time 
will bring a conſiderable addition to the revenue of the town, 
Abe coaſt is flat and rocky, and, from the rocks, {ea-weed 
is cut every third year, for the purpoſe of making kelp. The 
quantity made is very inconſiderable, and the emolument 
thence ariting to the town not worth the mentioning. 


2 


5 As. Sea, May 24th. 
" &« Gentlemen, See whether you will come to ſome terms with 
« me, or I come in preſently with my cutter into the arbaur, 
„and I will caſt down the town all over. Make haſte, becauſe 
„ have no time to ſpare. I give you a quarter of an hour for 
% your deciſion, and after il make my duty. I think it would 
ebe better for you, Gentlemen, to come ſome you aboard pre. 
&« ſently, to ſettle the affairs of your town. You'll ſure no to 
__ * be hurt. I give you my parole of honor. I am your,” &c. 


To this letter the magiſtrates ſent a verbal meſſage to Fal, 
that they would be olad to fee him on ſhore, and hoiſted a flag 
of defiance on the Ballaſt Hill. Finding his threats to be n 
vain, after firing ſome few ineffectual ſhot, he weighed anchor, 
and ſailed in purſuit of ſome fleops which came into the ofting 
which he captured, but did not return. | 

To prevent all inſults of this kind, from fo mean an enemy, 
for the future, a battery was propoſed to be built. A ſublcrip- 
tion was opened for this purpoſe, which was ſoon filled up. 
Government was applied to, and Captain Andrew Fraſer was 
ſent down to plan the work, which was quickly finiſhed. The 
battery, mounting 6 12 pounders, is built ſomewhat in the form 
ot a half- moon, of ſtone and lime, and faced with large banks 
of ſods. The platform is paved with ſtone, and helow it there 
are vantts bomb proof, for keeping powder and ſhot, with other 
neceſſaries. It is built on the Ballast Hill, between the harbour 
and the ſea, and has a compleat command of the Bay, ſo tha: 
now no Fell, with his Fearnought, dare inſult Arbroath with 
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Population, e IH the year 1755. the numbers were 
2008. In the year 1776, the number of ſouls in the pariſh 
amounted to 3943 3 the total amount this year, (1 792), i - 
town and country, is 4676, of which there are, in the coun- 
try, 131, and 4545 in town, But to gain a complete liſt of 
the number of people in the town of Arbroath, we muſt add 
the number of ſouls in that part of it belonging to the pariſh. 
of St. Vigeans, which is 638, and then the number of louls! in 5 


the town is exactly 5183. 


In this pariſh there are 5 17 females more chan males, An 
exact regiſter of births and deaths has not hitherto been 


kept: For the year 1791, it : ſtood a as follows : : 5 
Total. 


pits, 1 $3 female ES 114 
Deb b 47 ee 


Marriages, 0 both parties in par. 20 one party's out of ek h 68 
For ſome years paſt the town has increaſ-d conſiderably. 
Laſt year 30 houſes were built, many of them of conſider- 
able value; and this year there is much about the ſaine num- 
ber, though not of equal value, This increale is no. doubt 
nufactures; and from the aſpect which they 


there is every reaſon to look for a rapid in- 


creaſe of beben, and conſequently of buildings. 


Ecele oli des en which forts xerly belonged to 
1 pariſh of St Vigeans, was erected into a parochial charps 
about the year 1560. Beſides the eſtabliſhed church there 


are meetings both of Engliſh and Scotch Epiſcopalians, Anti- 


burgher Seceders, and Independents ; and in the ſuburbs be- 
longing to St Vigeans pariſh there is a _meeting-houle, the 
property of the Methodiſts. The church is built in the 
louth. weſt corner of the Abbey ground, and the tower ſerves 
tor a bell ſtecple. | It was Fepatred and enlarged about thirty 

| VCars 
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years 290, and fitted up in a very 1 neat and commodious 
manner, capable to contain from 1800 to 2000 people. I 
is now rather ſmall for the congregation, and it will be ſoon 
neceſſary to have another, or a chapel of eaſe. The right of 
patronage formerly belonged to the Earl of Panmure, but fel! 
to the Grown by forfeiture in the year 1715. The ſtipend 
is G bolls of wheat, 22 bolls 2 firlots 3 pecks and 1 lippie of 


ents 
barley, 23 bolls 2 firlots and 2 pecks of meal, and 541, 8s, wer 
10 d. including the rent for the church-yard graſs, 41. 38. {ribu! 
4d. for communion elements, and 41. 8s. 11 d. for houſe. 80 bo 
rent. There is neither manſe nor glebe.—A ſorry ſtipend 16 8. 
for ſo large a place. Arbroath is a ſingle charge, but the poor 
miniſter has an ordained afliſtant who acts the part of a col- circur 
league. His ſtipend ariſes in part from the intereſt of 56; 1. about 
mortified by a Convener Mill for that purpoſe ; and ſome alſo a 


_ gentlemen in the town have bound themſclves to make it at 
leaſt Wen to ol J. . | 


. School, —There is ab 3 eſtabliſhed ſchool, which was 
built about 20 years ago. It is ſpacious, and in every reſpect 
well fituated, fit to accommodate with eat 1 20 ſcholars, 
e maſter's ſa- 


There is only one maſter and an aſſiſtant. 1 
lary which is paid by the town is 10 l. and the emoluments 
ariſing to him from being ſeſſion- clerk and precentor in the 
church may amount to about 121. The number of ſcholars 
for 26 years paſt has been between 70 and 80. The ſchool- 


fees are 2 8. 6d. for each ſcholar per quarter, and have been 1 
the ſame for more than 30 years; of which the maſter re- ſer, 
ceives 18. 6 Y and the aſſiſtant 1 s. The aſſiſtant has 91. mer 
28. 2 d. as ſalary, of which the town pays 5 l. and the reſt 15 nag 

paid by the kirk-{cflion. The branches of education taught tha 
are Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, Euclid's elements, menſura: fort 


tion, geography, navigation, Latin, Greek, and French, but 


the two laſt are ſeldom required. There are likewiſe two or 


three private ſchools, one of which is ſupported by a num 
ber of the principal inhabitants of the town, who give the | 


maſter 36 1. per annum for teaching 36 ſcholars. 


| Pur.—The funds for the ſupport of the poor ariſe from 


rents of land, mort-cloths, ſeats in the church, marriages, 


legacies, and collections at the church-door. There are di- 
| {tributed yearly among them, about Martinmas, between qo and 
80 bolls of coals. The weekly penſioners receive among them 
16s. per week; and about 16 1. or 17 l. are divided among the 
poor at the ſacrament; beſides, they receive occaſionally as 
circumſtances require. The diſtribution, communibus anns, is 
about 1301. The number of poor is about 120, There is 
ao a fund for the ſupport of ſeven poor widows of ſhipma- 
ters left by John Carmichael ſhipmaſter, about 60 years ago, 
in money, houſes, and land. This charity is not confined to 
Arbroath, but extends to Montroſe and Dundee. Widows 


of the names of Carmichael, Pearſon, and Strachan, have a 


| preferable claim, and after them, widows whoſe huſbands 


have been of any of the preceding names. None can be ad- 
mitted upon this charity who do not live nine months in the 


year in Arbroath, or whoſe yearly income amounts to a ſum 


equal to that which they can receive from the fund. An im- 
proper behaviour alſo excludes from the benefit of this cha- 


ſer, kirk-treaſurer, and boxmaſter to the fraternity of ſea- 


men in Arbroath ; and by the care and attention of the ma- 


nagers, it has increaſed confiderably for ſome years paſt, ſo 


that each of the widows inſtead of 5 1. or 61, which they 


formerly received, now draw abeve 13 J. yearly, 
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| Climate, Se. The ait is dry and ſalubrious.— The people is the 
in general healthy. About 20 years ago, intermittent fever, eie of 

| were very prevalent, particularly during the ſpring months; credib 
but fince the lands in the neighbourhood,, in conſequence of healir 

a keen ſpirit for agriculture, have been drained of their exc. 5 
berant latent moiſture, the diſeaſe has totally diſappeared, Pr 


2 Continued fevers, which uſed rarely to occur, have been more cas 


frequent within theſe laſt two years; they are of a type be. reym: 
: tween the nervous and inflammatory, and ſeldom prove fatal, A fc 
They probably owe their exiſtence to our winters havinz avout 
non 7 0 


been uncommonly open and moiſt. Comparatively ſpeaking, 78. t 
Arbroath is a remarkably healthy place, and the people lire nd 
to a good old age. There are many of 70 and 80, and a few and a 
conſiderably above 90 years. I know five perſons whoſe ages tuals. 


added together make 476; one of theſe is an old woman i. receir 
ged 97, yet ſtrong and healthy, who never drank a dra, my 
Another of them is an old man aged 96, whoſe wife, not in- 3.3, 
cluded in the above number, is 8 5.—She is the man's third 49 
| wife, and he is her third huſband. Prejudices againſt ino- per Gt 
culation for the {mall pox are almoſt entirely eradicated, fold! 
: | e CI | | from 
Mineral Spring. — About a quarter of a mile to the weft. A 
butch 


carve: 


ward of the town, in a high ground called the Common, 
there is one of the ſtrongeſt Spaws, or Chalybeate ſprings, in 
Scotland. It is much frequented by people affe:ted wil 
' {crophula, nervous, and ſtomachic diſorders, and other diles 
_ tes ariſing from relaxation of the habit; and in numberkls 
caſes, the medical practitioners are obliged to ackyowiedys 
the ſuperior effect of the water, as a corroborant to any 18. 
medy they can preſcribe. Probably this ſpring would bs 
more frequented, if there were ſome attention paid to the 
well, and proper accommodations for the reception of is . 
fitorss An inducement to the invalid to repair to this ple, 


ly 


222 N 351 
« the opportunity. 1 ſea-bathing, which is the pureſt exer- 
eie of health, and perhaps does no leſs good, than the in- 


credibly large gulps of water, which many in faith of _ 
bealirg powers, force themſelves to ſwallow, | 


„ . come Ls: re. 
1 1s. to 18. 2d. per day. The wages of a jour- 

eyman ſmith are from el. to 71 a- year, with his victuals. 
A 80 will earn from 6 8. to 8 8.—a houſe. carpenter 
bout 8 $.—A maſon 10 s.—a later 12 s.—and a weaver from 
78. to 108. per week. A gardener has 1 35 3d. per day. 
The wages of a baker are much the ſame with the ſmiths ; 
and a taylor receives from 6 d. to 8 d. per day, with his vic- 
vals, The common wages of a ſervant-maid is 31.5 ſome : 
receive 31. 10s. and ſome 41. per annum, 8 

erf, mutton, lamb, veal, and pork, are ſold at from 32 d. 
to 5 d. per lib. —hutter from 8 d. to 11 d. per lib. which is 
4 ounces, —Cheeſe, 5 3. per ſtone.— Eg 29s from 37 to 4 d. 
ter dozen. Fowls from 1s. 8 d. to 28. per pair. Oat-meal 
ſold this year for 15 8. 6 d Wheat for 11. 1 8.— and barley 
from 178. to 18 s. per boll. e | 


Miſcellanezus Obſer vation. — The town is well ſupplied with 
butcher meat; and nearly 500 head of black cattle, and 350 
caives, belides theep, lambs, and ſwine, are ſlaughtered at the 

ſhambles, Formerly, fiſh were plenty, now they are ſcarce, 
and conſequently very dear. The coaſt being rocky, we 
have plenty of crabs and lobſters, which find a ready mar- 


ket; but the greateſt part of the latter is ſent to London; 


and it is faid, that the fiſhermen laſt year drew no leſs than 
tl for lobſters ſent thither. About the ſummer markets, 


boats loaded with dry ſilh, ſuch As cod, ling, {kate, EY 
| come. 
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come to us | from Peterhead, and other ſmall fiſhing towns 
in the north country. The country people buy the greateſt 


part of them, and ſome of the Arbroath merchants buy of 


them to ſell to their cuſtomers. It is ſuppoſed, that thi 


| year there was fold 3 in the harbour de — to he value of 
| * W | | 


(Cot 
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Extent and Soil. 


PHE pariſh of $t Quivox contains about 3500 acres of 

L land, all of which is arable, except ſome part of the 
banks of the river of Ayr, which are ſteep, and covered with 
natural wood or plantations. The ſoil is various; neareſt 


to the ſea it is ſandy—a ſmall part of it is a light gravelly 
foil, with a dry bottom : Towards the eaſt it is more clayey ; 


and in general has a hard bottom of till or rotten rock, 
vhich makes the uneven ſurface ſtratum, ſpringy, and wet. 
There are about 100 acres of meadow land; a part of which 


is much injured by the overflowing of a ſmall rivulet, that is 
ſopped in its courſe by a mill - dam. There are likewiſe a- 


bout 100 acres of wood and plantations. The whole pariſh 


has been incloſed with hedge and ditch within the laſt 30 or 


40 Jears, and in x general the hedges are in a thriving con- 


dition. 


Population, —In 175 5, the population was 499. In the 
country part of the pariſh there are at preſent 96 families, . 


which contain 490 ſouls of all ages. There are two excel - 


Vol. VII. | 5 1 lent 


: Po — * — . . = a os 3 * 6— — 1 1 7＋⁵ꝗt EG EE RE SEES Fat 4 
8 _ — — — _ . 8 ** 5 = 5 : = > eo". - 2 3 1 5 = 8 2 nA S i 2 E SA _ 5% — — — < 
—— — —— — = ” _ — 2 FO 5 * = — 2 2 y = = p RY : _ * — A p — — - — rr — - EE — — = . © - >. rr 8 - * * 
3 — - "oC. — > 1 A 2 YN. A a Et 4 PRES Pr IRS TI" =P" TR 2 . — 8 — — C nr nnnks © 3 TG. ron — . — 5 edi — 22 . . * 3 2 2 £ — 2 — — ni q 
EIS e 25 5 r . . ages” n 2 —— 75 * IS 7 3 een — — — . ͤ v «˙³ 2 £ Me Ro_ no ern on ne EO EE 3 7 — 2 - 4 8 — os — 2 — ar of — — 
CSE + hob. - otros = "IO ETON 7 ? 4 S r *. —. r — tor © WES * — are n "BY 22 3 2 S — = LH - x 8 1 ” _— = : — — < — — — Fa — — 
Held a he nr OS : = ES: $4 - * 6 - by” - — 2 — — = — : — - — — — - > 8 — p — — —ͤ— — — . —— — — 2 — — — — — FR — — — r he 24 IE 2 8 . EF 3 
C ITED Za tz — $ r „ / I. vw rn - * DD. a — —— — r | IE 5 2 — — = = = 5 8 * On. — 8 n A . c 7. 5 i os," It. 2 r 
5 _ - ——.— D 2 F "3 SER - SMCS — 8 — —_— : ==" 7 < SR — - * — [ : 5 1 2 — , os rage to ts I S 95 „„ 2 1 * 1 Ex F OSS N 
I 2 2 . rr 2 + EY IS 2 2 ag EE OL Re re EEE REESE, 1 3 LAS „ „% IRS ESE . Ma Of ls nn . 5 2 RI 5 F 8 ee — * 7 22 9 2 * n 
en WIT Moe CE IS — wot 50-4 ... . 7˙., er 3c 7 4 ͤ˙³ ORE * EEC ER) ĩͤ ESE Cen c on dts Lago Rn we rx nf <a fs boy * ke . Sw” rr . 5 2 : n —BA c 
” = — ; : C : ro 5 - 7 4 "+ = . I SY TS. Rt 4 , = 2-4 n * ——«Ü oy Sc + RES * I TI Rr DS ag) a — wo 5 cet SIN + r 
x ” . k * % \ " " \ 4 8 FIPS oer 8 1 r a * 5 1 . - 
: Pn A OS or $64 — „ „ e r EET *.* 3 . r JJ4%y4(ůͥůͥ ꝶ .. ͤ — 2 ER 1 A e 8 1 1 * 
WE; 7 i 4 - 9 * SH N * - ; 2 i D TIE N 1 - h = . . 


DS Dn — 
mich ING 245! 
* — 


a= 


nn Ret 
+ £2 


— 


2 F = 
A © oa 5 2 
rr. 2 
22 A 
_ 


R_- 
7 IE 
— 


—. = 
x r 
. 

q "= 
SO EY 

1 


354 


lent modern built manſion-houſes, pleaſantly ſituated on the 


5 Statiſtical Account 


banks of the river; the one belonging to Mr Oſwald of Ay. 


chencruive, and the other to Mr Campbell of Craigie, who 


reſide in them occaſionally, Two-thirds of the pariſh are 
the property of Mr Oſwald, and the other third is divided 


among 7 different heritors. Three of theſe farm their own 


property. Thirty families live by farming; 3 4 blackſmiths, 
4 maſons, 5 colliers, 4 houſe-carpenters, 3 weavers ; the 


ü remaining 43 are labourers, or per, or B in ws 


ent ways about the collieries. 7 


. -  » 
_ Widows, - + 5 8 

Bachelors, 1 - EY 
Widowers, 5 12 - - 2 


There are 5 married men above 80 years of age, all poor, 


except one; and their wives above 79, except one. 


Above 80 


Maler. 


* 2 
* 


— 20 


= 10 


| Under 10 


Total, 


Females. 

8 Above - © 4 

12 60 — 12 
177 e—— 22 
28 — 40 2 
22 opening OE. 
26: Wy 
4T — 10 38 
76 Under 10 N 
253 

490 


Ren 


15 
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Feu and Prodece—The lands are ſet from 12 8. to 405. 
an acre, and even ſome fo high as 3 I.; but the average of 
the whole pariſh is about 20s. an acre, There are in the _ 
riſh about 132 horſes, = value I. 1475 


0 milch cows, „„ NOS: 
200 young cattle, at 21. ee 
200 fat cattle, at 5 l. e 1 
104 carts, at 44. 4: hes 


None of the farmers keep a regular ſtock of ſheep Adedunt 
of their hedges. A few are bought in occaſionally to be fat- 


tened for the butcher, and a few of Engliſh breed are kept 
as pets. —Theſe together may be valued at 50 l. The annual 
produce of a milch cow, beſides her calf, is from 31. to 41. 


the average 3 l. 10 s.— Butter, 9 d. per lib. of 24 ounces; and 5 


cheele, from 27 d. to 6 d. 5 ſame weight. 


= 3 4 eri the general practice is to 
plough the land for 3 years, and lay it out into graſs for 6; 
after which, it is again plowed for 3 years, and ſo on during 
| the tack. Lands are commonly let for 19 years; and the 
above courſe of management is ſpecified in the tacks; ho -W- 


ever, a better rotation of crops is ſometimes followed. Iſt, 


Potatoes with dung, or (though ſeldom) turnips. 2d, Bar- 
ley with red clover, 10 or 12 lib. to the acre. 3d, Red clo- 
ver. 4th, Oats, Then, 5th, Potatoes with dung, and ſo 


on as before. This is found to be a good plan on dry land, 


But the ſtaple articles with the farmers here are oats and 


bear. Small patches only are ſown with wheat, peaſe, beans, 


and barley, Lime is univerſally uſed as a manure it is laid : 


upon the graſs a year or two before the field is to be plowed 
the quantity about 100 bolls per acre; that is, 200 Winchef- 


ter buſhels of unſlacked lime, which commonly yield 409 


hulhels of lacked lime. Sometimes it is laid upon 2 fallow, 


but | 
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but ſeldom. Lime coſts 5d. per boll, 4 the carriage 3d, 
the kilns being 6 or 7 miles diſtant. Hence, at the rate of 
100 bolls per acre, it coſts the farmers 31. 15 s. They for, 
fot two ſucceſſive years, 6 or 7 Wincheſter buſhels of os 
Her acre, in the month of April, and reap from 4 to 10 boll, 
in the month of September or October. The third yexr, 
5 the whole dung of the farm is applied as far as it will go, for 
bear, of which they ſow 4 buſhels per acre, and reap from 4 
to 7 bolls. Along with the bear, they ſow 3 buſhels of 
rye-graſs ſeed, 8 lib. of red clover, and 5 or 6 lib. of white 
clover. The crop of hay is ſometimes 200 ſtone, 24 lib, to 
the ſtone, each acre z but more frequently does not exceed 


100 ſtone. It is uſually cut for 2 years; then paſtured for 4 
after which | it is $ plowed for oats, | 


i —Men ſervants receive Sri G1. to 81. a year of 
: wages, Women ſervants from 31. to 41. a year; but they 
are commonly hired for half a year only. A labourer re- 
ceives a ſhilling a day; for mowing hay, 18 d.; a maſon, 
20 d.— The farmers plough with 4, or 3 horſes with a dri- 
ver, or with 2 horſes without a driver, as they think the 
nature of their ſoil requires; but moſt generally ith 3 horſes 
and a driver, The plough moſt in uſe is the Scotch plougb, 
with a curved mould-board,—The price of all ſorts of pro- 
Viſions is 200 by the markets at Ayr. 


IF allacetown,— About 30 years ago, the late Sir Thomas 
Wallace of Craigie began to feu houſes and gardens from the 
north end of the old bridge at Ayr. At that time, there 

were not above 8 or 10 ſtraggling houſes about the Bridge- 
end; and now, in 1792, by a gradual increaſe, there are 250 


families living in Willicetiows,” ſo named after its founder. 
| 2 TVs 3 
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This increaſe of inhabitants has been a WY to \ the ex - 
tenfive collieries which have been wrought on the Blackhouſe 
eſtate in this pariſh, and on the lands belonging to the com- 
munity of Newton adjoining to it. 2d, Many farmers ad- 
vanced in life, or unwilling to take their farms at a high ad- 
ditional rent, find houſes in Wallacetown, to which they car- 
ned their capital, and became dealers in grain, meal, malt, 
Kc. 3d, Mechanics of all forts flocked into it, and feued 
houſes, or rented thoſe that were built by others, with a 
view to profit. They are here exempted from the laws or 
regulations of the incorporated trades in the adjoining royal 
burgh of Ayr. 4th, A conſiderable number from Ireland 
and the Weſt Highlands ſettled here, as weavers, day-labour- 
ers, &c. becauſe they could get higher wages than at home. 
It is a conſiderable diſadvantage to this populous and thriving . 
town, that there are no eſtabliſned magiſtrates reſiding in it; 


an evil which is the leſs likely to be ſoon remedied, as the 


preſent ſuperior of Wallacetown reſides at a diſtance, and has 
little more connection with it than to uplift the feu - duties. 
The attention and activity of the magiſtrates in Ayr and. 
Newton to preſerve good order in their towns, often drives 


diſorderly people, and vagrants of different deſcriptions, in- 


to Wallacetown. By the activity of ſome of the principal 
inhabitants, who, from regard to peace and good order, offi- 
ciate as conſtables, this evil has been in ſome degree checked; 
and the managers of the collieries have much merit in their 
attention to the morals of the people employed by them. 
When it is conſidered, that the inhabitants are a mixture of 
Engliſh, Iriſh, and Highlanders, with the original feuers, who 
were natives of the county of Ayr, i it will be found that there 

is as much peace and decency of behaviour among them as 

can well be expected. They are 3 miles diſtant from the 

pariſn church, in which they have no o ſeats; but have good 


opportunity 
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opportunity of attending public worſhip at the church t eetung 
| Newton, which is built at the weſt end of one of their f 


or at the Seceding 5 which * at the elt 
| end of it. 5 | | 


In Palate of Wallacetown.-—The town contains 250 fam. 
lies, in all 960 ſouls, 187 married pairs, 38 widows, 8 yi. 

daovwers, 7 bachelors, 10 unmarried women that keep houſe. 

Aͤbove 70 years of age, 7 males. 4 females. 


- 60 — — 29 30 
— e 3 
— 0 — 38 32 
m—_ 0 — ̃˙ , ·˖·mmn 
— 20 —— 33 PE 
FGW * 
Under 10 —— a — | | 129 — 1 19 5 
479 males. 481 females, 
. 


Total, 960 


Religion. There is ane Antiburgher Seceding miniſter, 
Four families in the country part of the pariſh, and 20 fami- 
lies in Wallacetown, belong to this congregation. Three 
Burghers, 3 Moravians, 3 Methodiſts, and 10 of the Church 
of England. All the reſt are of the eſtabliſhed Church. 


EY T 
Haptiſms,—The regiſter of baptiſms for the whole pariſh plaſ 
is regularly kept, and alſo the regiſter of marriages ; but as ron, 
many, from adjoining pariſhes, have burial places in the JW poor 


church- yard of St. Quivox, and ſome are buried at the Se- ſmal 
. meeting · houſe, no exact information can be given con- il Cole 
cerning 


ny te ebf: lea. For the laft 8 res there 
have been n in 
Male. Fel. . Married. 
= 8 8 -: 7 Pair. ; 
C.. $-w. 
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The werage is 23 males, and — 18 females b born n anal 
If, and about 12 Copa married. 


Church, School, and Pur —The i pend is, „ 96 bells of 


eine,, I. 64 0.9 

20 bolls of bear, at 16ů6 6. 418 0 © 

In money, = 3 „„ 3 2 
4 93 o 0 


Augmented! in 178) with b the unanimous confent 
of the heritors, by 25 1. and 21. 108. for com- 


munion eee 1 J ͤß ?;ĩͥ2F .̃ 10 15 


. bu 120 18 0 

The church was repaired in 1767, u uniformly ſeated, and 
plaiſtered by the heritors ; and a new aile built by the pa- 
tron, Mr Oſwald of Auchencruive. There are about 20 on the 
poor's liſt, who receive only 28. each per month; and even this 
{mall allowance could not be afforded them from the weekly 


collections in the church, but the kirk- ſellon has received, 
iin 


in donations and wi, during the laſt 10 > years, thei 
100 l. which they diſtributed among the poor. 
Duay-labourers live comfortably upon 1 s. a day; all of ws 
in the country, and many in town, having ſmall patches d 
potatoe ground, which is of great uſe to their families, and 
almoſt without exception, their children are taught to read 
and write. The pariſh ſchoolmaſter is well qualified to teach 
theſe branches and arithmetic. His ſalary is about 12 l. a year 
| ſchool wages, 18 d. per quarter, and his whole income may 
de about 241. beſides a good houſe and garden. Is houſe 
: and ſchool-houſe were built within theſe 6 8 BI 
Total RP of the pariſh: | 
| In the country, 96 families, 490 ſouls. 
In Wallacetown, 250 families, 960 ſouls. 


| 3 46 5 ) 14 50 ( PI | 
Eh 1384 
YT 66 
1 1755, „ Pr - 
Increaſe, | 11S I; „ - * 951 
1450. 


NUM 


1 " 3 n 2 
N * Ca | %W 5. r . ; . "6x | 
1 * M4 x 2 : 


ED 2 . 2 
2 1 . 
— f 5 
. G 1 Fax 
Lu = * oY - 3 * 
2 BETS 


4 ; 
2 


| | | "I. © eh b * 
* U * B Z * Xv. N 


8 


— — 
_—_— : be Es 


Tom, 


5 8 4 
* * — ä — * e — pO ne AGO — 
; 3 8 4 — = b —— 
1 — — — — — —— > : — rr - I 7 
=y — — = — a - — 1 — — 1 * a N 
3 3 * 1 I 
1 


n 


r 
gta A, 


WEST WS " 
bbs Fo bf e hs BETS 


= y * 
* 5 #94 * os — 8 
1 Ct 2 T7 
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25 the Reverend Mr „ 


Mans | 


HE name is derived from the Gaelic language, and ſig- 
T nifies the Timber Moſs : Accordingly, the pariſh is full 
of moſs and fir. Every place within the bounds, except ſuch 
as are new, has a name of Gaelic extract. _ 


| Boundaries, Extent, &'c.—Cabrach is 30 miles diſtant from 

the county town, viz. Aberdeen, and ſurrounded by a range 

of hills, not very high, covered with heath. The length of iy 
this pariſh, at a medium, from ſouth to north, is 5 miles; 6 
the en ous caſt 8 3 — (all computed). 1 


Climate, Soil, Produce, G ſummer the climate is * 
ſant enough; and, for the benefit of goats milk, is reſorted to 
from the low country by many of weak conſtitutions, or la- 
douring under conſumption, for whoſe accommodation there 
are 4 goat whey quarters. In winter, the froſts are more in- 
tenſe, and ſnow lies deeper and longer here, than in ſome of 
the neighbouring pariſhes ; but from this the natives feel no 
inconvenience ; They have an inexhauſtible moſs at their | VM 
Vor. VII. 22 doors, is 
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doors, and depend not more for ſubſiſtence on the ban 
of their fields, than on the profits of a traffic they carry on 
in ſheep and black cattle, The foil is wet, and full of 
| ſwamps, ProduQtive enough in provender for cattle; but 
- owing to the froſt, miſts, and hoar froſt in autumn, the annual 
produce of grain does not breed 2 eee of the : has 
| bitants, i 1 
The farmers ſow bear and birley oats only y and theſe in 
the upper parts of the pariſh are always more'or leſs affected 
by the froſts, in ſo much that if the ſeaſon has not been ex- 
tremely favourable, they never depend on their own bear, 
and but ſeldom on their birley oats for 8 
Sometimes one half of a field is froſted, and the other 
ſafe; and what is ſtill more extraordinary, the upper half cf 
the ear has been found to be affected, while the lower was 


ſafe. Daily experience evinces, that the corns on the heights 


and eminences, run leſs riſk. than thoſe on flat low grounds, 
For the moſt part they begin to ſow in the end of March, 
and. reap in September and October. Potatoes are the moſt 
uncertain of their crops, Turnips thrive ; but for want ol 
incloſures through the whole pariſh, experiments are not 


tried on a large icale. Clover and rye-graſs have been form 


in yards with ſucceſs; cabbages are common. 


Agriculture and 6 meds of culture is per- 
haps the ſame at this day which it was a century ago, The 
plough in ule is the old Scotch, drawn by 6, 8, or 10 oxen, 
or cows. and oxen, or horſes and oxen together. The dung 


3s, in a great meaſure, carried out in creels, on the horſes fides, | 


a method by which there 1s a great waſte of time that might 
| be .gained, 3 of thele loads being only equal to one of a cart. 


Mien and women are employed, and as ſoon as the ſes 


time is done, the plough and harrow are laid aſide ; the far: 


ao PA. ea yoo 
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„ 
is mers ad little elſe but their. cattle ; the one, belides | 25 
their ordinary domeſtic affairs, are employed in providing = 
JN = 
of coarſe cloths for the nin. and {pianing linen Fara. to the | | 
y manufactories. 155 1 
Nevertheleſs, with all theſe 3 1 ne as | | 
* cuſtoms, the tenants, eſpecially within the four hills of Ca- 
| brach, are in good circumftances enough for their rank, and 
% are thriving. : Nature ſeems. to have intended the country | 


0 more for paſturage than agriculture ; aware of this, the inha- 
bitants pay their attention chicfly to ſheep and black cattle. 


3 


: Early in the ſpring, they ſtock their little farms with the for- 
5 mer, and, about Whitſunday, with the latter. During the 
1 courſe of the ſummer, they are ever buying and ſelling at 
of home and in markets. About the end of Auguſt, they clear 
5 their towns, if the ſale is briſk, of all except as many as they 
ty have provender to ſuppart i in the winter: If the market has 
been bad, they keep more than their uſual number, and bir 
, corn and ſtraw for them in the neighbouring pariſhes. - By 
Fo theſe means they ſeldom meet with much loſs, nor indeed can 
of it ever be great; their ſtocks are ſmall, and the circle. of 
91 their trade but narrow, of courſe, the little ſpeculation that 
1 is here, depending merely upon the appearance of a good 
graſs crop, or a demand from the ſouth, is ſeldom attended : 
with bad conſequences, even if the crop ſhould happen to be 4 
Fo ſhort. Accordingly, one year with another, they replace the : 5 
e capitals employed in this trade, with a fall Profit, deductiug (| 
l all charges: bl 
8 | | TY | 5 ; 
J Efimate of Black Cattle, Sc. „ rg: 6 
_ Black cattle bought and ſold, about - EP L. 300 = 
| Kept 1 in winter on each farm, VVV 1 
1 Sheep bought and fold, - 6’!ñFß̃ßß 5 aa bs 
. Kept in winter, : 8 — 100% 1 
s —_ LLOLICS bs 


„ tguous to Mortlach, burn and ſell annually about 4000 bolt 
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| Horſes in the pariſh, all msi, 3 
Black cattle, taken to hill paſture annually, at 28. each, 330 


Black. WY taken to infield . at 5 8. ee e 200 
. Thoſe who reſide i in the neethern puns; con- 


of lime, at 6 d. per boll; two firlots Aberdeen meaſure make 
a 2 boll. Lime is little uſed here as a manure, on the ſuppo- 
ſition that it turns the crop late. It is preſumed, however, 
that in ſome parts it would be attended with advantage. 
Beſides great numbers of lime. ſtone quarries, there is a 
{hte quarry, of a light grey colour on the Hill of the Bank; 
there being little demand for the flates, the quarry is not in 
_ leaſe. 3 are not ſold, but given ne” 


erg —The banks of. the river 7 about half a 
| century ago, were covered with birch, although, fince the 
ſale of it, there is not a plant of wood to be ſeen there, or in 


any part of the pariſh, except in Glen-Feddich, where there wh 
are ſome old trees, and on the burn of Bank, where there dec 
are ſome young buſhes. The Feddick, which runs into tre: 
the Spey, between Aberlour and Boharn, riſes between Ca- fan 
brach and Glenlivet, and runs into Mortlach. On its banks elp 


the Duke of Gordon has a houſe for a hunting ſeat in a bear- 
tiful romantic ſpot, but within the pariſh of Mortlach. He 


has another farther up on the Black-water, in the ſame pa- z 
riſh. The foreſts of Gleneddich and Black- water are ſtored to 
with red deer and roes; theshills all around, with innumer- te 
able flocks of muir-fowl. Here there are partridges, hares, th 
foxes, otters, wild ducks, and black cocks. The migratory Ne 
birds are the ſwallow, the plover, and cuckow, Who appear * 
about the middle of April. 8 

| t 
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Sterling, and the ſervices; beſides 2 l. 15 J. 6.9, Sterling 
for. communion element money; with a glebe of 19 acres 
arable, and 2 of paſture ground. The parochial ſchool ſalary 
is 6 1. 118. 14 d. Sterling. The charity ſchool was taken 
away from Dovernſide in 1779, a want which the people 
there feel much. To remedy this in ſome degree, they hire 
à country man to teach their children to read and write in 
winter; the only time they can diſpenſe with them from 
herding their cattle.— The number of poor on the roll who 
receive occaſional ſupply are 12. The weekly contributions 


amount annually to 21. Sterling, beſides a fund of col. Ster- 
ling at intereſt, under the * we the heritors and . 
kirk. ſellon. : . 3 


1 Seffaries, Ee. Beſides the eſtabliſhed Church. 


there are two chapels; one for Papiſts, who are not half the 
number that they were 30 years ago, and one for Seceders, 


who are much on the decline. One great reaſon for the 
decline of both ſects, is the moderation with which they are 
treated all over this country. Intermarriages with Proteſtant 
families have been frequently obſerved to bring over Papiſts, 
eſpecially the female part, from their former perſuaſion. | 


Character, Diſeaſes, &c.—The inhabitants, whoſe ordinary 
ſize is g feet 10 inches, though variable from 5 feet 6 inches 
to 6 feet, are induſtrious, ſober, and healthy ; live much bet- 
ter, are neater and cleanlier in their dreſſes and dwellings 
than their predeceſſors were ſome generations ago, when 


men and beaſts lay under the ſame roof. They all read and 


write; are intelligent in the ordinary and even ſome of the lefs 
common affairs of life, beyond what could be expected from 


their opportunities, and of an N diſpoſition. Notwith- 


ſtanding 
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* 


Landing the temptations inftrareble from the ds of. traf. 
fic, they are conſtantly engaged in, in the cattle markets, they 
are not addicted to drinking.—However unaccountable, in 


ſuch a place, the want of inns and alehouſes may be, there it 


mot one in the pariſh ; a circumſtance perhaps not unfriendly to 
health and morals; nor are the inconveniencies attending i 
felt by travellers, becauſe of the hoſpitality of the people 


With all the neceſſaries, and ſome of the conveniencies of 


life, they live happy and content at home. They are not in 
general litigious; nor are law-ſuits frequent, which is a col. 
ſequence of their honeſty in dealings. That the natives of x 
place full of moſſes, and interſperſed with ſwampy ground, 
ſhould be healthy, and ſubject to no local diſtemper, may 
appear a little problematical z yet, excepting a few fever, 
which are by no means frequent or fatal, the hooping cough, 


; _ meaſles, and ſmall-pox in the natural way, are the only dif- 


eaſes known here. The moſt. common diſeaſe of which they 
die is old age. Of late, the conſumption has appeared in 4 

inſtances; in each of them fatal, excepting one cafe. Thuſe 
who died of it were attacked when at ſervice in other coun- 
tries. It is not pretended to account for the healthineſs of 
the people. Perhaps the great fires conſtantly burning in 
their houſes, have conſiderable influence in counteracting the 
effects of the exhalations which are continually riſing from 
| the earth. | ee not accuſtomed to them, catch cold. 


7. ad Rent, Servants 2 ages, 5 The valued rent in 
this pariſh is 12901, 28. 10 d. Scotch. 


Men ſervants gain yearly about (Sterling) bx 4 
Women ditto = ” 1 4 2 10 
Geeſe are ſold at 3 7 0 2 
Hens are ſold at 1 e 
Butter per lib, EP xt, 3 n 3: 0 
\Cheele, per quarter — — —— 0 1 
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5 The ſvbices which 0 t0 be paid to the penclpal meleſtnan 


pere happily done away when the preſent leaſes were given 


by the Duke of Gordon, by getting tacks immediately from 
M's the 25 1 2 TOO have ena to W eee. 2 


— 


elan, ehe Saber in 175 5 was 505. 
Withis the pariſh _ above 8 yrs * e; catechif- 5855 
Chidren belong . of age, „„ 1 gs 


. e Co Wes 8 700 
Lach marriage, at an average, produces 4 n | 


3 The number of inhabitants has dint * | 
200 fince 1782 and 1783; at which period the houſeholders 
or crofters were driven in queſt of ſubſiſtence to other coun- 
tries and towns, where manufa*tures are carried on. — The 
upper part of the pariſh in Aberdeenſhire ſeldom produces 
lufficiency of grain for itſelf. The lower part of the pariſh 
in Banffthire produces ſufficiency of grain for itſelf, and diſ- 
poſes of about 200 bolls, which would make up the deficien- 
ey in the upper part, was it not diſpoſed of to the neighbour- 
ing diſtilleries. ' The defect is made up from other places. 
The ſtate of the inhabitants then, (in 1782) when ſew places 
hereabout had enough for themſelves, may be learned from 
this circumſtance, that the ill multures of Cabrach amount- 
ed to a ninth part only of what they are in ordinary years; 
yet, by means of the indulgence of the Duke of Gordon, 
vho allowed them to detain their rents for buying meal, and 
ſupporting their families, till they were able to pay without 
hurting them, and the ſpirited exertions of individuals, par- 
ticularly John Gordon, Eſq; of Craig, who imported grain 
of Uiferent Kinds for a inhtence to the indigent poor, which 

| "he 


he gave to this and ſome of the neighbouring pariſhes, ng 
body ſuffered for want; but their circumſtances were much 
Impaired z there was no demand for cattle. Meal was ſold 
at 18. 6 d. and 25. per peck, 9 lib. Servants ſuffered moſt; 
for every body reduced their — ane A labourer 
gat little if any employment. 

So early as the 15th September 1782, there was a great 
fall of ſnow, which laid all the corns, then hardly begun to 
| Hill, in moſt places. The froſts were often 11 and vege- 
tation was ſtopt here. 
The corns which had milky juices in the ear were total 
ruined; thoſe which had only watery juices wanted ſeaſon; 
there were none of them perfectly full or ripe. They were 
therefore given moſtly unt hreſhed to the cattle. It was after 
| Chriſtmas before they were all cut. The meal made of what 
was threſhed was bad. To ſome it may appear trivial, to 
others worthy to be remarked, that, in ſpring 1783, cows 
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had calves much earlier, and in greater numbers, than ws 


ever remembered ; a fortunate circumſtance, in a year when 
the victual of home produce was exceſſively bad, and in a 
place where milk is a conſtituent part of ordinary fare, lt 
was obſerved, too, very truly, as to this pariſh, that there 
was leſs ſickneſs that year than uſual; a fact which the curi- 
ous will, no doubt, trace up to ſeveral cauſes. 


NUM: 


0 


e Banchory Tarnan. 


Ls 
ed 


| PARIS OF BANCHORY Lanna. 


* — *. - . A IIS ER nn 
— > — 1  —— _— = . > 
i — £ 4 : . — 5 —. ” ” > at 
ES A: , | 4 a 8 + ; tf. _ 
—_ 9 I Rr e AST WERE . 2 1 5 
Mt oe a r=, IS * Ea ere Mn nts n 8 


Ds 


* 
„ * 


at ( Cay 7 Kikedrdine—Þrobytery 4 Kincardine: 
0 T Nel * & Aber Berth ER 


3 


By the Reverend Mr Fu __ Douner. 


— ... ̃—˖—— —— - — — ES EIT ͤ ng IT TY 
TED EIS EIA WEDGE es. * . . I gg DAI 
* 7 3 X * 1 Ken 8 — 
0 I b TT, 2 on i WES. — 


e 


a a.” NS nn” : News,” | 
"HE laſt part of the name is that of a faint; ; hence one 5 
of two annual fairs, held near by, is calied St Tar- 


nan's market, and a ſmall fountain not far diſtant | is calied 
ot Tarnan's well. „ e 5 
I Banchor is faid to fignify fair or thy choir ; 7 it is 

conjectured, that in ſome remote period, there has been a 
kind of ſeminary of the elergy * at this 8 by 
one of the above name. | 
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| Rat ith is of 3 unequal ſurface; few level fields of 
great extent; and the whole interſperſed with much muir 
ground covered with heath, and many ſmall, and ſome pret- 

. ty large hills. It contains 15,040 Scots acres, being 19,125 
Engliſh, The rent is about 1800 1. Sterling, beſides 200 1. 
annually, ariſing from the ſale of birch and fir wood. The 
valued rent is 34501. Scots. 


| Vol. VII. . 3 4 £2 Population. 
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| Population —The return to Dr Webſter, i in 1 17 5 55 „Was © 172 
fouls. In June 1791, there were of inhabitants, above ſeyen 
years of age, 1150; below ſeven, 190.— In all, 1340. In the 
year 1761, there were in all 15803 decreaſe, 240, which is 
accounted for by the emigration of work people to the ma- 
nufactories about Aberdeen; ; by ſome of the heritors taking 
large farms into their own management; by a few of the te. 
nants not chooſing to have any ſubtenants ; and by a very 
. uncommon mortality which prevailed in winter 1789 and 
1790. For ſeveral years immediately ſubſequent. to 1761, 
the number of people increaſed greatly, and it is only with. 
in the laſt 14 or 16 years, that the decreaſe has taken place, 
| There are at Ie 260 n houſes, Ker by 80 than 
in De ke a | 


5 3 and Stock. In the year 1758, there were but 
two carts in the pariſh, now 120. Horſes about 260; ſheep, 
32503 black cattle, 1300; but have not been exactly num- 
bered. The ſheep are of a ſmall ſize ; ; and have much de- 

creaſed in number in the courſe of the laſt 50 years, partly 
owing to the inability of farmers to ſtock their poſſeſſions 
| properly, and partly becauſe the ſtocking manufactory, the 
only manufactory carried on here, has been ſupplied with 
Engliſh wool, by the hoſiers of Aberdeen; which manufic- 
tory is of conſiderable extent, and has been the only means 5 


of raiſing the land rent, at leaſt one· third of its preſent value, J 
I) be ſtate of agriculture is, in general, much the ſame as it br 
has been in the memory of man. More grain of the com. n 
mon kinds, oats and bear, is raiſed than i is. conſumed i in the 5 
pariſh; but the export not great, nor well aſcertained. It i 9 
believed, that there is much leſs now raiſed than was 30 ot I 
60 years ago, as the ſtocking of farms is much diminiſhes 5 


and particularly, the number of oxen employed | in tillage, 13 
x | Na 


not the one e half. Potatoes, of which every occupier of land | 


raiſes ſome, would ſeem to be the only real improvement. 


Of turnips, ſown graſs, on incloſed fields, the ſpecimens hi- 
therto exhibited, are poor indeed. Of near 90 farmers, of 


one kind or other, 4 pay of rent 50 l. Sterling, and upwards; 


moſt of them leſs than 20 l. and many leſs than 101, there 
are not above fix or ſeven who can be ſaid to have attempted 
any improvement. It muſt be acknowledged, that ſome of 
the proprietors, particularly Mr Baxter of Glaſſel, and Sir 
Robert Burnett of Leys; alſo, Mr Ruſſel in the near neigh- 


bourhood, have done, and are doing much in this reſpect ; 


but examples ſet by gentlemen, of incloſing and drefling | 
fields, appear not to be minded by ordinary farmers, who by 


inability, and the ſhort duration of their leaſes, cannot be ex- 


pected to imitate. Tf ever this part of the country is impro- | 
ved, it muſt be by the heritors themſelves, or by their pitch- $ 


ing on farmers of good character, who poſſeſs judgment, ſpi- 
rit, and means for it, and affording them ſuch encourage. 


ments as prudence and good ſenſe may direct, as may induce - 
them to leave the old tract. In this way, and by examples 

ſet by ſuch, much might be accomplithed, at a ſmall ex pence 
to the landholders, if accompanied with leaſes of at leaſt two 


19 years—the converſion of mill multures, and almoſt all 


kind of ſervices—enforcing winter herding—and fixing pro- 
per plans of incloſing and croping. There is plenty of lime- 


fone on both ſides the river Dee, near the middle of the pa- 


rith, of an inferior quality indeed, bur found very uſeful for 
building, as well as for manure. It is of late years much em- 
ployed, and a great proportion of it burnt with Engliſh coals; 
which, conſidering the high price of that article, and unequal 


tax on it when brought near to this diſtrict, and 18 miles 


land carriage, is no bad proof of the ſpirit and induſtry of 


the people. 
Rivers, 
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Rhiwbe the river Dee is in genere pretty rapid; its 

| banks for moſt part are adorned with natural woods, and 

| Plantations of various ſpecies of trees, forming beautiful and 
| piftureſque ſeencry in many places. This is much heighten- 
ed at Binchory Tarnan, by the junction with Dee of a fall, 
but impetuous, and often impafſible river called Freuch. I 
is a collection of many ſtreams which come from the Gram. 
pian hills; and over this river, near a fine cataract and fall of 
its waters among rocks, and alſo near its conflux with Dee, 

| almoſt oppoſite to Banchory, Mr Rufſel of Blackhall, has 
| © © lately erected a ſubſtantial ſtone. bridge of four arches, and 
| likewiſe made good roads leading to it, to the great benefit 
of the country, even to a conſiderable diſtance. | 

The air by the river ſide is very ſalubrious, the ſoil being 

dry and ſandy ; and throughout the parith, it is moſtly of a 

Ii ght quality. though generally on a clay bottom; but a mile 

or two north of the river, the wholeſomeneſs of the air mult 


_ ſtaffer abatement, from the low marthy fields and moſſes, which was 
are found from the one end to the other. There is a loch, and 
called the Loch of Drum, between 2 and 3 miles in circuit, ela 
at the eaſtern extremity ; and another of the ſame dimenſions, the 

near the middle of the pariſh, called the Loch of Leys, ha- 1 

ving an artificial iſlaud, on oak piles, with ruins of houſes, --tjo1 

and of an oven upon it z but there is no tradition concerning vill 

the uſe which may have been made of the antient ſtructure. fir; 
Theſe lochs, and low wet lands, muſt be unfriendly to the 1 0 

health of the people. | Accordingly, there are no inſtances mi 

of great longevity. At preſent, there are few above 80 years de 

of age: Many of the young are ſubject to fore throats, con- the 
ſumptions, and eſpecially to ſcrophulous diſorders, and of late the 


mere > have been four or five inſtances of chorea {« 1nd viti.— 


Rhe imatiſin preva! ils among thoſe adranced in life, and epi 
demica! an 


1 — 


of backen Tornan. . 37³ 


demical Fevers are not unfrequent—The ſnall-pox is ſeldom 
mortal, even in the e ways 


"oF 


 Chirih, School \ and Porta the per 19997 hare Wi ak 
elegant new church built. The manſe is very old; its age 
unkhown. The glebe and toft want more than one-fourth 


of an acre of the legal extent. The ſtipend is about 42 J. 


Sterling, with 4 chalders of victual, one-third bear, beſide | 
the annualrent of 160. Sterling, 'mortified for behoof of the : 
miniſter, by . Dr Alexander Weid whoſe father Had ea * 


miniſter here. 


There is a ſchool for teachin 9 12447 Engliſh, writing, 2 
arithmetic; and what is ſingular, no part of the ſalary is paid 
by the heritors or tenants. It is 161. Sterling; which, with 
11. Sterling ſet apart for upholding the ſchool-houſe, is an- 
nualrent at 44 per cent. of a ſum mortified by ſaid Dr Reid, 


and of 50 J. Sterling by another gentleman. The whole 
was originally intended for the ſubſiſtence of a head maſter, : 


and two afliftants. There is alſo a woman's ſchool, for the 


tdacation of young girls; the fund for the maintenance of Y 


the miſtreſs i is 2000 merks, mortified alſo by Dr Reid. 


The poor at preſent are 80 in number, which high propor- . 


tion is very much occalioned, by the more than common pro- 


viſion made for them here, by which induſtry is abated, and 
rangers induced to obtain a ſettlement in the pariſh, while 
u degree of diſcontent and envy is unhappily excited in the 

minds of the poor. Hence it might be inferred, that it would 
be better they were relieved by charitable cotemporaries, to 
the advancement of ſympathy ia the one, and of gratitude in ; 
tie other. The funds are 350 l. Sterling g, mortified by one of 
the family of Leys, for the benefit of hs poor on that eſtate 


in the pariſh; 100 l. Sterling by Dr Reid; 1001. by Alex- 


ande er Shank £ Caſtlerig, a fon of one of the miniſters; and 


501, 
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0 I. by a [late Dr George Reid. The collections | in the 
church are between 5 s. and 6s. Sterling each Lord's $ day, 
and about 5 1. or 61, Sterling on communion occaſions, The 
Poor are ſupplied at ſeveral annual diſtributions, and as they 
are found to ſtand in need. The average of marriages, for 
the laſt 30 years, is 1 33 3 of 1 29. No e for 
| burials. 8 


oY CharaSter—The people in general are induſtrious, ſober, 
and peaceable. There has been no criminal proſecution of 
any inhabitant for a long time paſt, Whether, within the 
laſt 30 or 40 years, the people have improved in morals, ani 
| the ornaments of the mind, ſhall not be poſitively affirmed; 
perhaps there is no great difference; but in external attire, 
| there is a ſtriking alteration to the better, eſpecially among 
the young men and women. None are of the Popiſh perſuz- 
| ion; 3 are of the Engliſh Epiſcopal church; and about 30 
Seceders, of the Antiburgher perſuaſion, Theſe laſt obtain» 
ed liberty more than 20 years ago, from one of the heritors, 
to build a meeting-houſe. They have another in the pariſh 
of Echt, but no ſettled clergyman in either pariſh, —The ſpi. 
rit of ſeceſſion has been, and is declining in this diſtrict, 


N U M. 


PAI 


(Gout 


Ld Old * Teſt Monkland. 98 


NUMBER XVI. 


raRISH OF or OR WEST MONKLAND. 


(County of Lanark. ar Tg of Honiton—Sy . d f 
- N and * 


| By the Reverend My Jona Bow ER. 


Situation and l | 


IN in the heart of a populous and kus riüg 
county, and on the great road betwixt the two chief 
cities of the kingdom, this Pariſh furniſhes 1 room for 925 


ſtatiſtical obſervations. 


The origin of the name is obvious. 8 
uſually fixed on a pleaſant ſituation, had a refidence here; 


and there exiſts a tradition, that a certain pilgrim, in order 


to do penance for ſome fin, was obliged to carry a particular 
ſtone in this direction from Glaſgow; and, when he could 1 


bear it no farther, to build a church at his own expence. 
The one 3 is ſtill to be ſeen, 


Ea fo ofaftical State, and Education, —The tythes of this pariſh, 


amountiag to 349 bolls, together with graſſums at giving 


leaſes, belong to the Univerſity of Glaſgow, being part of the 
lubdeanry which was purchaſed by the College from the fa- 
mily of Hamilton about the year 1652. Out of this the mi- 


niſter receives only 8 chalders of grain, and 50 merks for 
fommunion elements, The church, being rebuilt in 1790, 
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is a large and commodious houſe, The manſe was complet. 
ly repaired in 17191. The ſituation has often been remarke 1 
for its beauty. The pariſh is 10 miles long, and 33 in 
breadth.—Beſide the legal ſchoolmaſter, there are 4 public 
teachers in the pariſh, two of whom have very good hoaſ 
built by ſubſcription. Though the abilities of the maſier 
are unqueſtionable, ſome of the ſchools are but thinly attend. 
ed. The boys and girls get wages for tambouring, ſewing 

+ muſlin, &c. at ſo early a period, that there is great danger of 
their education being neglected. It is alſo worthy of obſer. 
vation, that, though this pariſh is in the vicinity of Glaſgon, 
very few young men belonging to it attend the Univerſity, or 
proſecute any of the learned profeſſions. So ſoon as they 
can write, and underſtand any thing of arithmetic, they ob- 
tain good encouragement in the mercantile line, which they 
naturally prefer to the more gradual and uncertain emolu. 
ments of law, divinity, or phyſic.—Sunday ſchools ſeem not 
to be unexceptionable inſtitutions; for, how pious ſoever may 

be the intention of their promoters, they undoubtedly weaken 
the authority of parents, and tend to make them negligent in 
their duty.—The poor are tolerably provided for. None 
beg; nor is there here any aſſeſſment. The weekly collec- 
tions, which may be about 351. per annum ; the third part 
of what is obtained at Shettleſton Chapel, (which was built 
partly to accommodate the weſt end of this pariſh), and the 
intereſt of ſome ſtock, enable the ſeſſion to give decent reif 
to the diſtreſſed. The various ſocieties inſtituted among th: 
trades people, alſo afford aſſiſtance ; and one can 20t help re. 
marking, that it is inexcuſeable in heritors who do not re. 
ſide, or do not attend the church, not to contribute to thi 
important purpoſe, By this means an aſſeſſment might be 
avoided, the conſequences of which are always to be dreaded 
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Population and Manners —There are, at dbu 4000 ſouls 


n the pariſh. The number in 1755 was only 1813. This 
rapid increaſe of population 1s owing to the eſtabliſhment of | 


manufactures. With a few exceptions, the whole people ad- 


here to the church, and are regular in attending on religious 


ordinances. About 800 communicants are uſually at the 


Lord's Supper. In the preſent manner of diſpenſing that 
holy ordinance, there is great need of a reform. Owing to 


the crowds which aſſemble, much irregularity takes place. 


It would be more decent in itſelf, and productive of higher 
comfort to ſerious perſons, were every congregation to com- 
municate quietly by themſelves. The people are very fond 


of controverſial Divinity, Indeed, knowledge of every kind 


is univerſally diffuſed z and there is ſcarcely a family that 
does not regularly read the newſpapers. Lhe heritors and 
elders chooſe the miniſter, according to act 1690; and it is 
not impertinent to notice, that, though popular elections are 
frequently attended with ſtrife and diſcord, yet here, and in 


the New Monkland, which is in the ſame predicament, the 


greateſt peace and harmony have always prevailed oa thete 
occaſions. There are 44 heritors, more than the half of 


whom reſide | in the pariſh, 


Face of the a Cultivation, Sc. —The old valuation is 
60001. Scotch, The real rental may be near 5000 1. Ster- 


ling. A great part of the pariſh is incloſed, the advantages 
of which are univerſally allowed. Beſide a vaſt quantity of 
natural wood, there are more than 1000 acres planted. This 


beautifies the country, and improves the climate. We have 
many extenſive orchards, which ſome years turn out to great 
advantage, A ſtranger is ſtruck with the view of this pariſh : 


It has the appearance of an immenſe garden. The ſoil is of 
3 kinds; along the banks of Clyde and Calder, which wall 
Vox, VII. e e this 
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this pariſh for 9 or 10 miles, there is 0 ftrong clay. Here ar 
produced luxuriant crops of every grain, eſpecially of wheat, 


ſometimes from 12 to 16 bolls are taken off an acre, The 


middle of the pariſh is a light fand, affording excellent crops 
of oats and potatoes. A farmer ſells an acre undigged 2 
from 131.'to 171. Sterling. Towards the north are cong. 
derable tracks of moſs. The rivers above named abound 


with ſalmon in the proper ſeafon, and trout of every ſpecies, 


There is alſo plenty of pike and perch in the Monkland 
Canal, and in the great lochs on the north fide of the 
_ pariſh; the taking of which, from ſmall boats made for the 
purpoſe, is a pleaſant. amuſement, —' The improvements of 
agriculture are carried on to a vaſt extent. Several plowing- 
matches have been inſtituted : Theſe create a ſpirit of emu- 
lation, and a d:fire to excel. The farmers are uncommonly 
Intelligent. They have formed themſelves into a ſociety, 
which meets on the firſt Thurſday of every month. Their 
object is to communicate their knowledge, and purchaſe the 
moſt proper books relating to their buſineſs. In the parih 
are ſeveral threſhing-mills, which have been found of great 
| uſe. The plough commonly uſed is an improvement of the 
old Scotch one. Small's would not cloſe the tiff lee of this 
pariſh, The beam is 6 feet; the ſtilt 6 feet 3 inches, l. 
turns the ſteepeſt ground; and, being very light, 3 horks 
will perform as much work with it as 4 with the old one.—4 
conſiderable diſadvantage under which the fariners labour, is 
the diſtance from lime; but this will, it is hoped, ſoon be 
removed, at leaſt in ſome degree; as, after the junction of 
the two canals, lime may be brought from the north by wa- 
ter carriage, and as there is a bridge to be erected over the 
Clyde, on the ſouth. The ordinary rotation of crops is this: 
From lee ſometimes oats, ſometimes peas ; then ſummer fal- 


low and wheat; then peale” and beans; and then oats and 
| gras 
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925 Ged. Teste of land have begun to ſigns the _ 


greateſt part of their eſtates. This method, they find, brings 


8 good a rent, and tends to improve their property. Some 
of this ground ſets at 11. 17s. per acre. It is to be obſerved, 
that the riſe of their rents always makes farmers thrive : It 
calls forth their induſtry, and compels them to be active. 
Though the value of land be vaſtly increaſed, the people live | 
and dreſs much better than formerly. Property here is of- 


ten transferred from one owner to another, as is the caſe in 


the neighbourhood of every great commercial town. Indeed, 
the reaſon why this pariſh is in ſuch a high degree of culti= 


ration, is, that when a merchant has been ſucceſsful, he pur- 
chaſes a piece of land, builds an elegant villa, and improves 
his property at the deareſt rate. This accounts for the vaſt 


number of gentlemen's houſes with which the pariſh is adorn- 


ed, mary of them finiſhed in the greateſt taſte, —There are 


kept in the pariſh 1 coach, 5 chaiſes, and 5 phaetons. Ow- 
ing to the numerous incloſures, there are few ſheep. The 
large kind, which feed with the cows, are very prolific. One 


ewe, for inſtance, in 9 years, produced 30 lambs. 


| Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —Wherever manufactures and 


commerce ſeat themſelves, their influence on landed property 
is felt in an inconceivable degree; and how much is it the 
intereſt of landholders to cheriſh and protect them! conſe- 
quently, the riſe of the value of land in this pariſh is aſton- 

ihing. One farm, which, about the year 1730, colt 300 I. 
was lately fold for 2100 l.— As the gentlemen pay partſcular 


attention to that buſineſs, the roads are kept in excellent re- 
par. The ſtatute work is commuted. The great road from 


Glaſgow to Edinburgh, by Whitedurn, runs through this 
pariſh, on which there is a toll-bar, worth a vatt ſum yearly. 


There is alſo a toll at Langloan, on the road from Glaſgow 


to 
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to Airdrie. This road paſſes near the church, and traverſe 
the pariſh'7 miles. By an act of Parliament juſt obtained, i 
is to be extended to Edinburgh by Bathgate; and, when ex. 


cercuted, will be the moſt eligible way between theſe cities, not 


vo as wan — but 08 level, and ww from 888 


Age, Di ehen, we. wi there is no liſte of 1 re· 
markable longevity, it may be concluded, that the fituation 


is healthy, ſince there are alive ſeveral perſons above go, and 


many above 80. Prejudices againſt inoculation, though not 
entirely eradicated, are gradually wearing out. Local diſ- 
_ eaſes are unknown, Fevers and conſumptions are moſt fre- 
quent. The former prevail after harveſt, if the weather has 
been hot. Two families who reſide at Lochend, (betwixt 
two large lochs), are regularly attacked with this diſeaſe at a 

certain time, when it does not vifit any of the neighbours, 
This muſt be owing to the exhalations from the water, which 
ſtagnates and grows putrid. Several young women of this 
pariſh have fallen into confumptions by fitting too long on 


the camp nene at tent preachings. 


5 Aber Tere are no n than 30 inn or public- houſes 
in the pariſh. Theſe, it muſt be confeſſed, are attended with 
the moſt pernicious effects to the health and morals of the 
people. It is no uncommon thing for a labouring man to 
| ſpend all his wages in theſe houſes, and ſuffer his unhappy 


wife and children to continue in want and wretchednels. 


Government could not adopt a wiſer meaſure than to raiſe 
the price of licenſes. If a reformation of manners is not 
_ happily effected, what muſt be the conſequence of ſuch en- 
ecrable practices, it is not difficult to ſay. There is a certain 
gradation in the political, as well as in tlie human body. 
Trade produces affluence: Affluence is the parent of luxury 
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and diffipation,. which ;ofallibly deans; and diflolve the g 
fabric. © Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, _ fin is _ re- 
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Flax. FRY orbits quantity Py fax is raiſed in this pa- 


rih, which is generally ſown on ground well manured with 
dung or lime, after one crop is taken from it. Such ground 
ſets at from 4 l. to 71. per acre. The Riga ſeed is preferred. | 
The time of ſowing flax is the month of April, and it is rea. 


dy for pulling. about the 1ſt of Auguſt, Nine women, at 


10d. will pull an acre in a day. There are two lint mills, at 


which flax is ſkutched and drefled, at 2s. 6d. per ſtone. The 


produce is 16 ſtone per acre, and will ſell at 12 8. or 13s. per 
ſtone, Within theſe 10 years, the raiſing of flax is greatly 


increaſed ; one man has generally 30 acres, which circulates 


2401, yearly. He has got ſeveral premiums from the truſtees, 


| Weavers, —Of theſe there are no leſs than 400 in this pa- 
riſh, who all work to the manufacturers of Glaſgow. hey 


generally marry young, to which their high wages arg n in- 
ducement: We may ſuppoſe that they produce a cixc!1iution of | 


14,4co l. annually, This valuable body of men have forme 


themſelves into a ſociety, which is governed by a deacon nd 


4 maſters, Their object is to aſſiſt members in diſtreſs ; and 


they have now a conſiderable capital. Inſtitutions of this 


lort, when properly conducted, are extremely uſeful. It may 
be added, uader this article, that about 200 girls are employed 


in dotting, tambouring, &c.; ſome of them begin at 8 or 9 


years of age, and, at that early period, gain 6 d. or 8d. per 
Cay, Though this may be profitable to one claſs, it is attend- 


ed wich material inconvenience to another. Farmers loudly | 


ack of the high wages of ſervants, and ſometimes find 
We. difficulty 


* 1 — TY IIS rr NS 4 can 
» 8 P „ by __ r 2 2 1 SR r = 
ccc ä S 


7 


382 : Statiſtical Account : 


difficulty in procuring them at all. Is there no remedy ſu 
this growing evil? Fs 5 „ 


Pottery. Near the bank of the Monkland Canal, ws 
crected, in 1785, a large brick and tyle work, where are nu. 
nufactured blue, pan, and ſlate tyles, the firſt of the kind i 
Scotland. Theſe tyles are preferable to red ones, in point 

of durableneſs; and fo ſimilar are they, in ſhape and colour 
to ſlate itſelf, that it requires a nice eye to diſcover the diffe. 
rence, when put on the roof. The motive for ſettling here 
was the abundance of coal, and the vaſt variety of common 
and fire clay that is found in the lands. At the ſame place 
in 1788, Mr Creelman commenced a pot-work for making 
ſalt ware; this manufacture is glazed with falt, which i; 
the reaſon of its obtaining that name. It is alſo called brown 
| ſtone, or grey-beard ware. It is excellent for holding ſpi- 
ritous liquors, and is moſtly exported to America and the 
Welt Indies, This branch was borrowed from the Dutch 
by the Engliſh, and is the firſt manufacture of the kind in 
Scotland. On the ſame grounds is a free-ſtone quarry, of a 
ſuperior quality, and beautiful white colour. The ſtones are 
carried to Glaſgow by the Canal, where they are uſed for 
| hearths, ſtair-caſes, and pavement z they are alſo ſent to Ire- 
land, America, and the Weſt Indies. It is ſo portable, that 
you may have it from 1 to 6 inches thick, and in boards ot 
yard ſquare, and ſo ſmooth, as to require very little poliſhing: 
A high value is ſet on this ſtone. About 70 people are em · 
ployed at theſe works. . 8 


Monkland Canal. In the year 1770, an act of Parliament 


was obtained for making a navigable cut or canal, from the 
Monkland collieries to the city of Glaſgow and the river 
Clyde. The deſign of the undertakers was to open an ea! 

com- 


Owing to its nct being Cniſhed, the advantages ariſing from 
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communication with the interior parts of the country, and 
by reducing the price of coal, to be of advantage to the ma- 
nufacturers of Glaſgow. —The original ſubſcription, however, 
being found deficient, and the trade of this country brought 
to a ſtagnation by the American war, the ſcheme was inter- 
rupted until 1782, when the ſtock was ſold by public auction. 
Meſſrs. Stirling, who purchaſed the largeſt ſhare, and who 
ultimately became the ſole proprietors, began to finith the 


plan; and, with great ſpirit and perſeverance, have extended 


the navigation to the river Calder, 13 miles eaſt of Glaſgow, 
and formed a junction with the great canal at Port Dundas. 
The canal is 15 feet wide at the bottom, and 30 at the ſur- 
face, capable of admitting veſſels which draw 4% feet water, 
equal to about 60 tons burden. —The RO of the canal, 


above the level of the te 2 


| . Height of F aach and Clyde navigation, 1 56 . 
24, Raiſed at Blackhill, by 8 locks 96 
3d, Raiſed at Sheepford, by 2 locks, . 


273 


The whole of theſe works are completed, except the locks _ 
at Blackhill, which are in great forwardneſs. A waggon 
road is alfo finiſhed between the baſon and Glaſgow, which 
renders carriage cheap and eaſy. The total expence will be 


30, ooo 1. The Canal trade is at preſent as follows: 


V, Coals navigated by Mr Stirling, 50, ooo carts. 
24, Ditto by Captain Chriſtie, - 30,000 
80,000 


this 
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this navigation have hitherto been greatly circumſcribed ; bit cular 
there is reaſon to believe that they will now be felt more ſen. was! 
ſibly, on account of the certain increaſe of the coal trade, kk 
and the probability of other commercial operations. The Bl 
preſent tonnage is only 6d. per cart of 12 cwrt. although the Wel 
proprietors have a right to levy 2d. Per tun each mile. Coal; origi 
are delivered at Glaſgow, by this conveyance, 3 d. lower te thei! 
cart, than at any coal work around the city. the 
This immenſe undertaking begins to enhance the value of thoc 
the adjacent land, as lime and dung can be brought by the dera 
veſſels which convey the coal. Mr Stirling brings about on t 
Zooo carts yearly to his own eſtate. There are alſo various 5 
other productions, as iron ſtone, which may be turned out to 0 
advantage, and ſeveral favourable ſituations for cotton machi- ente 
nery. Next ſummer Mr Stirling means to eſtabliſh a track. bea 
boat, which will be a pleaſant mode of conveyance to Chi. wal 
gow. Beſides its own proper advantages, the Monkland C. Set 
nal affords a convenient aqueduct to the Forth and Clyde na. wy 
vigation, by conveying water from the reſervoirs in the UP 
higher parts of the country. is; 
The chief ſupply of water is "IRE the Calder, which i i en 
conducted into it by a dam at Woodhall mill; it never pt 
fails in the drieſt ſeaſon. This plentiful reſource, which can ral 
be increaſed to double the quantity, at the very higheſt part 
of the country, with many other favourable circumſtances, 
open an inviting track for the extenſion of the canal to Ediu- 
burgh, a plan at preſent in agitation, and which, when eze 0 
cuted, will be productive of innumerable benefits to the coun- N 
try. The track that has been ſurveyed, ſouth of the Shotis T 


hill, riſes 522 feet above the height of the preſent canal, and 
betwixt Edinburgh and Glaſgow is 30 miles. But a pretcr- 
able track can be found north of the Shotts hills, which riſcs 
not ſo high by 140 feet, and is 10 miles ſhorter. A parti 

| | Cular 


one Wet An., oy. 
cular ſtate of the trade, profits, &c. of this projefled canals 


was publiſhed 1 in the nn newſpapers, April 1791. ., 


 Blachfelds,—There a are two in i this rie hom ry that i at 
Wellhouſe is now partly removed into the Barony pariſh, the 
original field is in Old Monkland. Meflrs. Gray laid out. | 
their ground with great judgment and expence. They were 
the firſt in this country who bleached after the Dutch me- 
thod ; and for their diligence and ingenuity obtained a confi- 
derable premium from * Buſineſs is {till carried 
a extent. JFC 


Compfell—Was erected in 1741, by Mr M*Kenzie, an 
enterpriſing merchant of Glaſgow. Nothing can exceed the 
beauty of its ſituation, having a fine ſouthern expoſure, 
waſhed by the Clyde. About 50 people are employed ; men N 


get 7s. women 5 s per week. Many thouſand pieces of light 


muſlin are done here annually. This field, which contains 


upwards of 10 acres, has ſome peculiar advantages : There 


is a well 6 feet deep, which fills in 12 hours. The water is 


carried 5 10 feet, and runs 3 gallons in a minute. Much 


praiſe is due to the proprietors for ir attention to o the mo- 
rals of their event. | 


OO ESTIMATE. 


% the 1 ar i ing from a SMALL CANAL from Leith into Edin- 


burgh, and from thence to Glaſgow, by joining the Monkland Canal. 


To 100,000 tons of coal from the weſt country to the city of 
<dinburgh, Leith, and the intermediate country, at is. 6d. 
per ton. (The total conſumption is about 160,000 tons), 

L. 7500 @ © 

To lde tons of pig · ron from Muirkirk, Clyde, 

Cleland, and Cleugh works, at 3 8. per ton, 1200 9 0 
Vol. VII | 2 C , To 
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cha. e gtuated in the weſt end of tis 2 
5 nid, 3 miles ealt of * on WE: feued from ſang 


1 


5 To 6000 tons of grain and meal, at iy 8. . fer ton, 
which is half the price now given along the 
Shotts road for cartage of a ton, 2400 0 0 
5 Lime from Weſt Lothian to the middle ward of ß 
Lanarkſhire, for agriculture, and for Cleland 
and Clyde iron-works, at leaſt 20,000 tons per IR 
annum, at 18. fer ton, » - 1060 © 0 
Coal to Glaſgow, and for exportation ſrom 
Clyde, 20,000 ton, at 15s. per ton. The coal 
ſold at Glaſgow i is 140,000 tons a-year, and 
the exportation increaſing, as veſſels are no 
detained there wanting to be loaded with coal, 1000 © 9 
J 40e0 tons of Lancaſhire iron-ore yearly, for the : 
_ Cleland and Cleugh iron-works, at 1 8. per ton ; 


from Glaſgow, e „ „ de 
2090 tons of iron-ſtone to the roam eb in the e 
weſt, from the adjacent mines, at 6 d. per ton, „„ 


9000 paſſengers may be ſuppoſed to go along 
the Canal from Edinburgh to Glaſgow, and 
from Glaſgow to Edinburgh, and to the in. 
termediate country, as 3000 went laſt year a- 
long the Great Canal; therefore ſtating their 
toll to the Canal at 18s. each, „„ „„ 450 0 0 


— ————————— 


L. 13,800 o 0 


| The number of tons of goods, wines, &c. from Leith to E. 
dinburgh, and from Edinburgh to Leith, for want of time can- 
not yet be aſcertained ; but is immenſe, and ſuppoſed to be year- 
ly conſiderably above 50, cs tons, which might be brought vp 
into the city by a Canal for 8d. fer ton, which now pays on an 
average 25. 6d. per ton land carriage, and 4s. for wines. 
Stone for building, and lime from Lord Morton's, at 1 8. 5% 
ton, the quantity cannot be aſcertained till the builders | make 
calculations, but would be very conſiderable _ 
Ixron- ſtone from Mr Houſton of Calderhall's to Carron, 4 18. 
fer ton; but as the iron - ſtone is of a ſuperior quality, and will 
be wrought and carried at a cheaper rate than the Carron Com. 
pony is now ſupplied, the conſumprion, i in all probability, wWould 
urn out very great. 


Foreign 
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elt theſe works in 1786. There is abundance of coal with- 


Foreign wood for building, flax, yarn, bar- iron, pitch, tallow, 
ſoap, ſeeds, Scots manufactures from the eaſt to the weſt, ſpirits 


ber of tons of the above articles muſt be very conſiderable, ex- 
cluſive of what will paſs along the Great Canal; and many of 


pay, to draw the greateſt toll from it. 


Weſt Indies; linen, gauze, and cotton manufactures, herrings, 
and other fiſh, kelp, flate, ſkins, and lead, from the welt coun. 


burgh market is ſupplied with, and various other articles not 
improvement, by the Canal paſſing through it; and manufac- 


their goods readily bronght to market by an eaſy communica- 
tion. Dung, by return of coal boats, would alſo pay very con- 
ſiderable toll, as the quantity carried welt would be great. 


3 Should the propoſed Canal take place, coals of exceeding good 
quality can be fold at Edinburgh for 7 s. 9 d. the 24 cwt. the 
E. common quantity of two carts, which would be a ſaving to the 
in. inhabitants of 3s. 3 d. on every two carts, and on 100,000 tons, 
ar- at 6s. 6 d. per ton, a ſaving of 13, 333 l. per annum; and the 
up advantage on other articles of conſumption, where the price is 
al at preſent enhanced by land carriage, would be in proportion 
OT od * „ „ ny 
er Excluſive of the conſumption of Edinburgh and Leith, which 
ke is 160,000 tons a year, the merchants of Leith have offered to 
export 40,000 tons, provided it is put on board ſhip in Leith at 
$, ds. per ton; and if the Caral takes place, it will be put on 
Il board at Leith much cheaper from the welt country,” 
. Mr Whitworth, the engineer, will determine the expence of 
d the Canal; but it is ſuppoſed, by calculations already made by 
; an engineer verſant in canal-making, that the expence of 4 


ſmall 


EEE of Old or Weft Monkland. DD 387 | 
Punlsp of Girnkirk, Eſq. The Clyde company began to e- 


from the diſtilleries from the eaſt to the weſt, wines and other 
articles to Hamilton, and the intermediate country. The num 


the articles can afford to pay high toll, as the revenue of a Ca. 

nal ought to be rated according as each article can afford to 
Articles of commerce from the Clyde to the Frith of Forth. 

Naval ſtores, ſugars, rice, and tobacco, from America and the 

try; hay, veal from Strathaven and the weſt, which the Edin- 


thought of: Trade increaſing, and the country conſequently 
flouriſhing, and every gentleman's eſtate made more capable of. -- 


tures would be eſtabliſhed from Edinburgh to Glaſgow along it 
to a valt extent, as they ever will go where coal is cheap, and 
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in 200 yards, and plenty of iron-ſtone in the neighbourhood: 
About 20,000 tons of coals are conſumed yearly, which 
quantity will no doubt be greatly increaſed, when forges are 
completed for converting pig-iron into bar-iron, Two blaſt 
furnaces are working, and there is prepared a boring.mil 
for cannon, cylinders, &c. About 300 manufacturers and 
| labourers are employed: They begin to mould ſmall goods ſo 


| _ early as 10 years of age. Men's wages, according to their 


department, are from 7s. to 218. per week. After being 

ſmelted in the furnaces, the iron is made into a variety of 
caſt-iron goods, as pots, pans, boilers, &c. From the enter. 
priſing ſpirit and abilities of the proprietors, there is reaſon 
to expect, that theſe works will be ſoon extended to a very 
large ſcale. Contrary to what one would imagine, the peo- 


N ple are healthy, and live long. This warm buſineſs ſeems to 


de friendly to population moſt of the workmen have nume. 


Tous families. The ſcite of Clyde iron-works appears to have 


been a burying- ground of ancient date. When digging the 


foundation of the buildings, a great quantity of human bones 


were found, depoſited betwixt two flag-ſtones. Theſe ſtones 
were ſo placed, as to form a cavity of conſiderable extent, 
and this cavity covered with a ſtone of the ſame kind, In 


N the earthen urns were contained aſhes, mixed with ſmall 


bones, on ſome of which were evident marks of fire. In: 


ſmall Canal will not exceed 75, ooo l. and the revenue of the 
Canal will amount to conſiderably above 15,000 l. a-year, when 
the trade from Leith, and other articles, ſuch as lime, ſtones 
for building, &c. are include. ; 

The Derbyſhire Canal, 40 miles in length, which goes into 
the Trent, is tunneled through two mountains, one of which 15 
above half in length through hard rock, and only colt 100,000 . 
and the country was alſo very rocky through which it was con- 
duced; but through the clay grounds in Lanarkſhire and in 
the Lothians, the cutting four feet deep will not be expenſive 
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pit now ünking are diſcovered, at the eb of 60 feet, the 


ſhells of — fea animals, 8 e 


Cool. This pariſh Wen with end; ond ke 2 dene oy 
gt is it for Glaſgow and its environs, to be ſo amply provided 
vith this neceflary article? There are computed to be a 
greater number of colliers . than! in _F other e pariſh 8 


Scotland. 


1. Fullarton avert belonging to Mr Dunlop, is in - 
the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, The coal is opened to 
128 yards depth, in which are 6 ſeams 23 feet thick, produ- 
cing all the different kinds of coal that are found in Scotland, 
| and of excellent quality; the ſplint is reckoned inferior to 
no coal in Britain for a blaſt furnace. A large ſteam engine 

trans a field of 800 acres. The coals are carried out of 
the pit by a machine, in place of a horſe-gin,—7; colliers 
are employed, beſides an equal number of artificers, labour- 
ers, Kc. Wages are from 28. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per day. The 


price at the pit is from 3 8. to 4s. per ton. From its near. 
neſs to Glaſgow and Clyde, this work muſt greatly increaſe. 
2. About a mile north of Fullarton, and 4 miles eaſt of 


Glaſgow, lie Barrachnie and Sandyhills coal-works. Though 


theſe works are connected, it is to be obſerved, that near one 


half of the works and men are in the Barony pariſh. The - 
leams of coals, wages, &c. are the ſame as at Fullarton.— 90 
| Colliers are engaged, befides about 60 bearers, boys, &c. 


Here, laſt ſpring, Mr Hamilton erected a machine for draw= 


ing up the coal, to go entirely by ſteam.—lt is on an impro- = 
ved plan, and the firſt of the kind in Scotland. It is found 


to be the cheapeſt, and moſt expeditious way of doing that 
buſineſs ; for could colliers be placed in the pit to Keep her 
conſtantly employed, ſhe would turn out about 200 ton per 
day. The preſent out- put is 35,000 tons per year. | 

| | | 3. At 


. * 1 a N 
. , r . 
. K c "X. * - KI . 
K 222 oy — — ̃F — — IRIS INES yr ET OT IE IS DES) 2 a 125 r 8 r d 

8 A bs . — — * = * 4 _ 8 1 * dd» r 8 9 e * e _ . 
* - a * — by * 7 » DO” 4 ” 3 9 2 l 3 * Cor 6 1 

1 * 4 _—_— — - 4 4 1 1 * * 2 r I, 

\ - ß . _—_ Gott : r : . 
A = r 22 On. * 222 < > a IA cet: * 

* T o TITS py r . W 


. 222 Account 


| 3. At Faſhine, Mr Stirling has about 80 collier __ 
ed, beſides workmen, &c. The greateſt part of the coal is 
conveyed to Glaſgow by the canal, as ſtated already, 
4. Captain Chriſtie alſo carries on conſiderable trade in 


nh coal. He has made a collateral cut from his land to join the 


canal. He has about 50 men Theſe coals too 
are moſtly ſent by the canal. 

Total number of colliers, bearer and. others conf 
with that buſineſs in this pariſh: _ | 


1. At Fullarto n, e 150 
45 Half of Barrachnie, . 
3. Mr Stirling's, 4 4 160 

4. Captain Chrifties, ,, 30 
433 


It has been obſerved by coal-maſters, that no inſtance i is 
known in Scotland of a collier being executed for a capital 


erime, though they are generally eſteemed a rough and ob- 


| | ſtreperous claſs of men. It is alſo to be remarked, in honour 
of the cauſe of liberty, that ſince the æra of their emancipa- 


tion, the colliers are become a more reſpectable body than 
before. Inſtead of being conſidered as inferior beings, which 
was formerly the caſe, they now behave and dreſs like their 


fellow citizens. 


On a review of the various nw of this pariſh 


how much, may we ſay, does the country ſtand indebted to 


the gentlemen connected with it. Let other nations adore 
their warriors and butchers of mankind, we will pay a juſt 


tribute of praiſe to thoſe nobler minds, who cultivate the 


happy arts of induſtry and wealth. 


ÑU M. 


P 


Vi. 


* ä | 
N U M B ER K. 


PARISH OF DUNROSSNESS IN ZETLAND. 5 


aun of Orkney Ts f Zetland,) 


* the Reverend Mr 7 Jons Mitt. 


Name and Situation. 


\UNROSSNESS means the hill of the promontory of : 

, Roſs. This pariſh is on the ſouthern extremity of 
Zetland. It is a peninſula waſhed by the ſea on three ſides, 
and is comparatively the moſt fertile diftriCt in the Zetland 5 
Iles. Two other pariſhes are united with Dunroſsneſs, un- 

der the charge of the ſame miniſter. Theſe are Sand wick, 
which means the Sandy-bay; and Cunningſburgh, the ſame 
name with Koningſberg, which, in the Norſe or Scandina- 
vian language, means Kingſburgh. . 


wit +. PR” Produce, —T 5 foi in the arable parts of the 
pariſh is various. In ſome places ſandy; in others loam and 
clay,—Conſiderable tracks are of moſs, and conſequently of 
little value. The air is moiſt in a great degree, but by no 
means unhealthy. Many of the people live to a great age— 
ſome to 100 years and upwards, The hills in this pariſh _ 
are green, and the land for the moſt part firm. By theſe 
circumſtances it is rendered more valuable, as well as a more 
2greeable reſidence, than the black mountains and moraſſes 
| to 


_ and lightening which often occur in that ſeaſon, it will ap- 
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to the north. The arable grounds are chiefly by the fea 
ſhore, and on the margins of the creeks, which on all fide 
run up into the country. On theſe grounds barley and ox, 
are raiſed; large fields of potatoes are alſo planted, which ar 


of great benefit to this country. Cabbages, turnips, carrot, : A, 
and other kitchen ſtuffs, are to be found in the gardens of a pec 
the Zetlanders, in the ſame abundance as on the continent of 


Scotland. No graſs feeds are ſown in this pariſh ; but it i 
remarkable, that on the ſandy grounds, when properly pro. 
tected from cattle, natural crops of clover and rye-grak 

ſpring as richly as on the ſown fields in other parts of the 
kingdom. No trees are to be ſeen in this region, excepting 


a few ſhrubby, roan trees, and willows in the more ſheltered 
valleys. The ſpray of the ſea, which is blown over the whole 
country by the weſterly winds, forms a natural obſtacle to 

the ſucceſs of plantations. The force and duration of the 
1 tempeſts from the weſt, are among the moſt ſtriking features 
of a Zetland winter; and if to theſe are added, the thunder 


| pear, that the Zetlanders have their ſhare of the inclemency 
of the heavens, although they have leſs of froſt and {now 
than the inhabitants of wider countries. | | and 


7 - Minerals. Therd are many mineral ſprings in this pariſh, 
as in other diſtricts of Zetland, which bear the appearance of Wi wh 
iron- ore. Near the iſland of Whalley, which lies to the ealt- riſt 


ward, mariners have obſerved, that the compals reels, and not 

cannot fix as uſual to a point, which is believed to be owing 
to the attraction of iron - mines in that place. In the years ä 
na 


1789 and 1790, Zetland was viſited by ſome gentlemen from 
London, who found on the eſtate of Quendal a rich jron- cot 


mine; and, in various pants of the iſlands, the ores of copper, 5 
lead 
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1 64 iron, are of which were carried to London 


pong of ap in confiderable O's 


Agriculture, Cattle, and Sheep,—The ade are reckoned * = 
a peculiar meaſurement, by what are called merks-land. Each 


nerk- land ought to contain 1600 ſquare fathoms. To each ET 


one cow is allotted 3 and the pariſh contains 2000 of theſe 
merk-lands, and conſequently as many cows. In Sandwick 


and at Neſs with horfes; 4 oxen or 4 horſes in a plough, 


will turn over as mach land in a day, as a Scotch plough 
with 8 or 10 oxen, The oxen, with the young cattle, are 
about 1000. The pariſh of Dunroſsneſs, having more arable | 
and leſs paſture ground than the neighbouring pariſhes, the 
number of ſheep is, of courſe, ſmaller than in the other di- 
ſtriccs. It was, however, conſiderable, till within theſe few 

years; a large Englith ſcabbed ram was imported into this 
diſtrict, which infected the flock to which he was brought, E 
and the infection has ſpread among the ſheep through the 
vhole pariſh, notwithſtanding every precaution and effort of 
the farmers to prevent it. Ia conſequence of this unhappy 


| Circumſtance, the whole number of ſheep in the united pa. 


riſhes of Dunroſsneſs Sandwick, "ng r does 
not now exceed yoob; - 


8 8 Sc. are ſo numerous, as to 
make havock of the lambs and poultry, inſomuch that the 
commiſſioners of ſupply give a crown for every eagle that is 
deſtroyed, Swans in great numbers reſort to this pariſh in 
October and November, and remain about the lochs of Skel- 


berry and Scouſburgh during the winter —In the end of A- 
Vor. VII. 23-2 pril, 


and Cunningſburgh, the farmers plough chiefly with oxen, 5 


which go all abreaſt; but the ground is chiefly laboured with _ 
ſpades of a light kind; with theſe, 5 or 6 men and women, 
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10 pril, or bepioning of May, they migrate to Norway, where 
their young are hatched. The ember gooſe, as it is here ci. 
led, is a bird larger than the tame gooſe; has a long bill, and 
duoleful cry; it ſeldom leaves the ſea—its legs are fo ſhort, 
that it can hardly walk. Of ducks there are various ſpecies, 
which reſort to the lochs above mentioned. Beſides the will 
| duck, are {cale-drakes, equal to the wild duck in ſize; th 
| points of their bills turn up a little; 3 they are of a beautiful 
brown colour, and hatch their young in rabbit-holes. There 
is a large ſpecies called the ſtock-duck, and ſmaller ſpecia 
called teales and attiles. Sea birds of various kinds abound, 
* ſeveral ſpecies of which become white in winter. There ar 
alſo here in their ſeaſon, the lopving, this grey ang yelloy 

z plover, and the — rail. WE 


F he inkies 1 y ———— produce conſiderable 
quantities of trouts of a large ſize, which reſemble grilſes or 
young ſalmon, and abundance of large eels. At ſea, the fiſhe 


moſt uſually caught are ling, cod, tuſk, and ſeth ; theſe lat K 
are taken in the tide- ways, and chiefly at the ſouthern extre- th 
mity of the pariſh ; few of theſe are fold in Zetland, either hos 
treſh or dry ſalted ; they are ſent to Hamburgh or Leith, or 4 
where the beſt markets can be found. For the uſe of the 
inhabitants, the fiſhers take abundance of turbot, ſkate, {mill = 
cod, haddocks, whitings, herrings, mackarels, flounders, &. x 
particularly in the ſpring ſeaſon. The fiſh, butter, and ol) 
{ſent to the Hamburgh market, yield a return to Zetland of fl 
wines, ſpirits, tea, coffee, ſugar, tobacco, linen, books, lines, 15 
Sc. Ihe rocks on the coaſt produce abundance of loblters 5 
crabs, oyſters, dc. q 
8 the three united pariſhes, in 1755, the . 


number of families was 451 3 of fouls, according to Dr Web- 


| ſters 


of Dar ff. "ob 


ſters liſt, 2295, beſides the Fair Iſle, which had cho 200, 
In 1770, the families, including Fair Iſle, were 561; the in- 
habitants, 2942. In 1790, the families, including Fair Iſle, 
were 5703 and the inhabitants 3327. The number of fe- 
males greatly exceeds the males, as the young men leave the 
country in numbers every year; being commonly inclined 
to 2 ſeafaring life, they reſort to England and Holland, 
but chiefly to London, where they ſerve on board the navy, 
merchant. ſhips, or Greenlanders. The annual number of 
marriages depends much on the ſeaſons : In good years they 
may amount to 30 or upwards; but when the crops fail, will 
a come up to che half of that number. 5 


Church ph Peor,—A handſome PREY with. a pavilion 
roof, covered with Eaſdale ſlate, was built a few years ago at 
Dunroſineſs. There is another church for the diſtricts of 
Sandwick and Cunningſburgh, whether the miniſter goes to 
officiate every third Sunday. That church has a kirk- ſeſſion 
of its own, and ought to form a ſeparate parochial charge, ff 
there were funds ſufficient for the ſupport of a miniſter, 'L he 
united pariſhes altogether form what is termed a min;/ry ; and 
this miniſtry is 12 miles in length, and, in ſome places, 6 miles 
broad. The ſtipend is 1000 merks Scotch (551. 118. 3d. 


elements. The whole people are members of the eſtabliſhed 
Church. The preſbytery of Zetland is not ſubject to the ju- 
rſdiction of any provincial ſynod, but dep immediately 
on the General Aſſembly. 


The poor are ſupported by weekly collections, and the 
fines levied from delinquents ; the diſtribution is made by 
the kirk-ſefſions. The number of poor was ſmall, and ſome 
little ſtock was happily accumulated previous to the year 1782, 
when a ſcene of misfortunes opened upon Zetland, which 

| made 


Sterling), and 80 merks (21. 1 58. 72 d.) for communion _ 
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made it neceſſaty to give away both ſtock and 3 income, by 


5 years ſucceſſively, beginning with 1982; the crops almoſ 
wholly failed, and above 100 poor perſons came upon the ſtſ. 


ſions of this miniſtry. No country in the world can ber: 


| failure of crop better than Zetland, if the ſea continues to 
render its ſupplies, particularly when the ſmall fry of feth or 
cole fiſh fill the bays in their uſual abundavee; but from 
1781 to 1787, the ſea as well as the land, withheld its uſual 
products. Theſe cireumſtanees were attended with a preat 
murrain and mortality among the ſheep and cattle, In this 
tuation, the people owed their relief to the bounty of go⸗ 
vernment. Veſſels, loaded with proviſions, arfived ſeaſonaby 
from England; and it was underſtood in this country, that 
the ſupplies were haſtened by the anxious ſympathy of our 
: e _— In the events n no perſon died of want. 


M ifeellaneous Obſervation. —Spon ges are foot: vpon te 


He ſhore i in great plenty, ſhaped like a man's hand, and called 


by the people Trowie Gloves, There are no beacons or light- 


| Houſes on the coaſt. The principal creeks are Quendal Bay, 


| Grutneſs, and Weſt Voes, which lie on each fide of Sum- 
burgh Head, ſeparated by a neck of land. In Lerwick 
Sound, ſhips anchor and ride ſecurely, as they do alſoin 
Aithſvoe of Cunningſburgh. On the Fair Iſle in this mini- 


- ſtry, the flag ſhip of the Spaniſh Armada was wrecked in 


1588; and the Duke of Medina Celi nen for ſome time in 

the houſe of Quendal. 
There are no manufactures here, unleſs for Jemen uſe, 
viz. blankets and coarſe cloth, excepting, perhaps, ſome 
ſtockings, ploves, and garters, ſold to the Dutch fiſhers. A 
linen manufacture was attempted here ſome years ago by the 
gentlemen of the country, and a conſiderable ſum of money 

Was W. ended, but the advegture came to nothing: For its 
failure 
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filure two reaſons may be afſighed. The want of a profeſs 
gonal owner, to combine his intereſt and {kill iti the manages 
ment; and the choice of the ſpot, which was inconvenient: 
The fitteſt place for works belonging to this manufacture, 
would be the Loch of Sound near Lerwick, where there is a 
regular reſort from all parts. The prices of proviſions are 3 


> 


was then 30 8. now it is 31. 10 8. and other proviſions in pro- 
The proprietors, in letting their lands, proportion the extent 


land is uſually let to a man and wife at firſt; but, as the family © 
mereaſes, they may have 3 or 4 mer ks. land. The great object 
js to ſet out as many boats as poſſible to the fiſhing, as, through 
this medium, the rents are paid. Hence the price of land 
on ſale in this country is higher in proportion to the rent 
than almoſt any where elſe, The eſtate of Sumburgh, to the 
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ed ſurpriſe of the gentlemen of Edinburgh, was bought at 52 
t- years purchaſe : It was a good bargain, not becauſe the rents 


N were low, but from the mode in which they are paid. "The 
m. rents of this country are chiefly paid out of the ſea. The 


tenants have from their landlords threepence allowed for a 
ling, a penny for a cod or tuſk, and a halfpenny for a ſeth, 
(cole fiſh); and theſe, when falted and dried, will, in the 
Hamburgh market, yield four or five times as much, beſides 
debentures from Government. Add to this, double or triple 
the prime coſt for goods brought back and ſold to the people, 
v. linen, tobacco, ſpirits, hooks, lines, &c.—There are three 
forts of boats uſed in the fiſhing trade, a larger and a ſmaller 
fize of 6 oared boats, and 4 oared boats, In all, there are 


he about 200 boats through this miniſtry. Some brigs have 
ey formerly belonged to owners in this diſtrict, the laſt of which 


was Captured by the French. Of late, a ſmall floop that goes 


greatly raiſed within theſe 30 or 40 years. A fat ox or cow 
portion. Butter, from 4 s. ts now 7 8. or 88. per 30 Ib. weight. . 


of farms to the number of perſons in a family. Thus two merks- 5 
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upon the ſhing, wil to different parts of the Sen wy 
built by one Robert Thompſon, a native of Fair Iſle, and why 
was for ſeveral years a ſchoolmaſter there, under the Society 


for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. He is now a farmer 


and mariner, an excellent cooper, a wright, and maſon, by 


5 the force of a mechanical genius, without having ever been 


an apprentice to any of theſe profeſſions. His ſloop was bull 


from the keel, and completely rigged and equipped by him- 


ſelt.—One of the principal means of improvement to this 


5 country would be good roads, as, at preſent, no cart or cat. 


riage whatever can be uſed for the tranſport of goods on the 
ſoft ſurface of the country, particularly to the northward, 
Two roads are eſpecially needed, viz. from Lerwick to Scal. 
| Joway, the two principal towns of Zetland, the diſtance is 
only 4 miles; and from Lerwick through Tingwall pariſh to 
the pariſh of Delton, and thence to Vell ſound, through the 
very heart of the country, which is not above 12 miles; but, 
in ſome places, the peat moſs is ſo deep as to be impailable 
on horſeback.—Another great improvement on the ſtate of 
this country would be a better diviſion of the finall farms, 
which are parcelled out in diſcontiguous plots and run-rigg, 


; _ termed here rigg and rendal. Even the moſt inconſiderable 


merk-lands, lying ſcattered in ſeveral patches, intermixed 
with patches poſſeſſed by other people. This unaccountable 
arrangement produces endleſs quarrels and vexations among 
neighbours, on account of treſpaſſes which muit unavoidably 
occur almoſt daily while the fields remain thus interwoven. 


NU M. 


came of A berdeen and Ban — Praftjuiry os Strath. : 
 begie—Synod of Aberdeen.) 


By the Reverend Mr Jenn Coornm. 4) 


| Name, Situation, Bai, Oe. 


Hk ancient and modern name of the pariſh 3 18 Glaſs. ; 
It is ſaid to be called ſo from the greenneſs of its hills, 
10 which: there is very little heath; and that the word Glaſs, 
in Iriſh, ſignifies green. The river Dovern runs through the 
pariſh; and the church is ſituated on the north fide of ſaid 
river, the courſe of which is from ſouth-weſt to north-eaſt. 
The extent of the pariſh, from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt, is | 
full five computed miles; and, from north-weſt to ſouth-eaſt, 
upwards of four computed miles. 'The country is variegated 
by a number of green hills, which afford paſture for black 
cattle and ſheep, of each of which, numbers are produced and 
bred in the pariſh. The ſoil, in general, is a pretty deep 
loam. What lies along the river ſide is tolerably early; but 
thoſe parts which lie at any diſtance are rather cold and late, 
and the harveſt very precarious. The roads, in general, are 
very bad; for, though the ſtatute labour is exacted, yet it is 
very ſuperficially performed; and, by the ſwampineſs of the 
ground, the communication from place to place is little 
mended, Beſides this, Dovern is frequently impaſſable, as 
there 
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thee: is no boat or Htone-bridge over it : Hence many ack 


| dents happen. Not fewer than 7 perſons | have loſt their 
mh, lives i. in ther river within theſe 30 Fun paſt. 


_ Pojulation. ade to Dr Webſter 8 report in 1 175 55 
the number of ſouls was 1000. For theſe 34 years paſt, 
the amount of examinable babs, at an average, was about 


| goo. Laſt year, the number of ſouls was 942. This pre. 


ſent year, (April 1791), the number is 990, which is confi. 


derably leſs than for years before 1782. There are about 12 


or 14 Seceders, ſome of whom have families, and theſe are 
not reckoned, When the preſent incumbent entered, there 
were about 45 Papiſts, and 4 Nonjurors ; but, at preſent, 


there are none. During 36 years, from 1756 to 1791 in. 
cluſive, the baptiſms i in this yOu n ae 


males, 350. 


A of 1 Tha King's bounty in 1782, tranſmitted 


by the Barons of Exchequer, of 50 bolls meal, with what the 


funds of the pariſh afforded, preſerved the lives of the poor, 


'The people, at that period, were meagre and phaſtly; but 


the diſeaſes that were apprehended did not follow, owing, as 
was ſuppoſed, to their ſeldom getting a full meal of ſuch 


_ corrupted victual as the ſeaſon produced. So little produc- = 
tive was the oats or barley, that many were known not to 
have a peck of meal from a boll of dried corn; and the co- 


| lour fo black, that it reſembled more the ordinary duſt in the 


mills, than meal for the uſe of map. The tenants were great- | 
y reduced; and many of their cottars were obliged to retire | 
to the manufacturing towns for employment, by which t the | 


numbers are fewer than before. 


Rent, Prices, V. ages, ane Crops —The valued rent is 2250 l. 
| Scotch; * 
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Scotch ; the real rent about 10001. Sterling, converting the 
victual at 10 8. per boll. Rent of acres is from Gs. 8 d. to 
| 208. Sterling. Moſt of the farms have paſture graſs, on 
which they feed cattle. The young ſtore, the butter and 
cheeſe they make from their cows, and the linen yarn ſpun 

by the women to the manufacturers in Huntly, are the prin- 
cipal funds for paving their rents. Butter ſells from sid. to 
71d. per pound; cheeſe at 4s. and 58. per ſtone; and beef 
and mutton at from 3 d. to 45 d. per pound. Men's ſervants 

wages run from 41. to 5 1. and ſome 6 J. per year; and wo- 


men's wages; at an average, may be computed at 21. 5 8.— 
Oats, barley, and a few peaſe, are the ordinary crops the 


country produces; only, of late, ſome few have ſown turnip, 
and planted potatoes in the fields after the plough; and have, | 


with next crop, laid down clover and ryo-graſs, which have 
| ſucceeded very well. 


 Chureh, Poor, and School. —The Duke of Gordon is patron, i 


The ſtipend is 36 dolls gat · meal, 16 bolls bear, and 461. 6 8. 


| $d. Sterling of money, with a glebe of about 15 acres of 
arable and graſs ground. The manſe and office-houſes were 
built in 1772. The church, which was quite ruinous, is this 


Fear very ſufficiently rebuilt, There are only two heritors, 
neither of whom reſide. —There are few begging poor in the 


pariſh, but ſeveral houſeholders that are in indigent circum- 


ſtances; and theſe, to the amount of between 30 and 40, 


2 


get ſuch aſſiſtance as the funds will admit. The collec- 
tions in the church do not exceed 71. or 81. at moſt in the 
year; but mortifications, to the extent of 1501. Sterling, 


| help | in part.— The {choolmaſter's ſalary i is 100 merks. There 
were, this winter, 32 ſcholars at the ſchool. 
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NUMBER XI.. 
PARISH OF OLDHAMSTOCKs, 


| c Counties of Heddington and Red Proper 7 
Dunbar. nod of Lothian and TIRE 5 


By the Dan Mr Joun 8 | 9 8 8 


Situation and Soil. 


THE pariſh of Oldhamſtocks lies 6 miles eaſt of Dun 

bar, and 20 miles weſt of Berwick, It extends from 
the fon up into Lammermuir, being in length from N. E. to 

S. W. about 6 Engliſh miles, and from 2 to 3 miles in 

breadth, from N. W. to S. E. The face of the country i 

_ compoſed of little hills, - gradually rifing above each other, as 
the diſtance from the ſhore increaſes. 15 

The ſoil is generally ſharp and dry ; very fertile pk 


the ſea, but more barren and heathy as you advance from the 


| ſhore ;—the higher part of the pariſh being uſed chiefly for 
| ſheep paſture. The air is dry and healthful, _ 


Minerals. —In the lower part of the pariſh we find lime- 
ſtone, free- ſtone, iron-ſtone, and coal. The coal has former- 
ly been wrought ; but it was only the upper ſtratum, or crop 
coal, the level from which, as appears from the drain, was 
nearly equal with the ſea at low water. There may poſſib / 

| be 


Y Oldbamſtucks, | 403 
be ſeveral ſtrata of coal below this, reſerved for ſome future 
period, when fuel may not be ſo cafily procured as at preſent. | 


| Improvements, —Improvements in huſbandry. have, within 
theſe laſt 30 years, made rapid progrels in this and the adja- 


cent pariſhes, eſpecially in fallowing their lande, clearing it of 


ſtones, regular rotations of crops, with turnip and graſs. 


The farmers on the higher grounds have likewiſe begun to 
pay attention to their breed of ſheep ; and by the crops of 


turnip and hay which they now raiſe, have, in a great mCca- 
ſure, ſecured their flocks from the fatal effects of an hard 
winter. Within the fame period, the mode of living is alſo 


much changed to the better, not only among the farmers, _ 
but even among the lower claſs of people ; to which chan ge, 5 


the feeding of ſwine, and the habit of eating pork, have con- 


tributed not a little, One farmer has erected a threſking 
machine, conſtructed by Mr Meikle, —Severals of theſe ma- 


chines have been erected in this neighbour! hood, and are 


found to anſwer the purpoſe intended. One capital improve- 


ment, eſpecially upon the higher lan ds, is ſtill wanted that 
of incloſures. This gives the country a bleax appearance, 


and deprives it of that ſhelter, which might haſten and in- 


creaſe vegetation. There is almoſt no wood in this pariſh, 
except about the houſe of Dunglas. The natural wood, with 
which it once abounded is, for want of care, almoſt entirely 
_ deſtroyed. . 


Population. — Table 1. Average of births and marr! ages in 


every 10 years, beginning at January 1. 1951, and ending at 


December 31. 179 ⁰ incluſive, from the parith regiſter, 
— | Marriages, Vir ths. 
From 1671, to 1620 incluſive, . 
T's 
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. Marriage. Birth, 36 
To 1700, 88 TT =. 
To 1710, ST | oe 10F 
Wii i 5 oa 3 v 
'To 1% %%ͥch/ 414 18 2 
To 1749, = „„ 
T6:4950,- „ 1 5 N 
t RT | 5 
To 1770, — TIS; 15 1 
To 1780, - $4. e = T8 
To 1790, „ 8 11.5 5 BE + 


Table II. Annual births and marriages for the laſt 1b 
years, Viz, from * I. "oy 7, to nn 31. 1790 in- 
cluſive. ls 8 

7 I pare, OS Births. e Deaths, 
T Can, 
DL Wn, 
1783, „„ 7 

0. 
0 


0 


1784, — 10 
1785, = 15 
1786, — 8 13 | 
+ tj, ED ne, + 0 
1908; Eos” 
1789, 0 1 
1790, | — 13 


N O O O O & 0 


& O & © 1 


Table III. Numbers and employments of the inhabitants 
from a ſurvey in June 1791. ? 
1 Reſiding heritor with his family, amounting ES. 
13 Farmers with their families, „ 59 
42 Hinds with their families, - 2 161 


50 5 5 


of Oldhamſiocks. 
Houſehold ſervants in the pariſh,  -—< 
10 Fiſhers with their families = 


3 Wrights with their families 


3 Smiths with their families, 2M 5 
7 Weavers with their families, 8 
5 Millers with their families, - 

2 Shoemakers with their families, 4 
1 Taylor with his family, N 8 
1 Sadler with his family, „„ 

1 Tide-waiter with his family, r: 
1 Toll-keeper with his family,, 4 
8 Day-labourers with their families 


12 Houſeholders, being ſingle women or widows, 


_ with their families, amounting to 


I Schoolmaſter with his family, - 1 


1 Clergyman with his family, r, 


112 Total ſouls, | _ 


Total males 
Total females, - 
5 Total families, - 
Of this number 13 families are Diſſenters. 
Population in 1755, : 
TE 17915 5 


. 5 Desreaſt, 475 
From Table I. the pariſh ap 


| 124 
pears to have been more popu- 
loòus about 70 years ago than at preſent. This decreaſe is 
owing in ſome meaſure, to the country being thrown into 
larger farms than formerly. Theſe require fewer hands for 
che labour than the ſmall farms; and the farmers wiſh to ſup- 


port 
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port no more houſes upon the ground than are ſufflcien for 


the hands employed on the farm. About the beginning of 


this century, there were alſo coal and ſalt. works in this pa. 
| Triſh, both which have been long ago given up, and the hands 
therein employed, removing with their families, would con. 
tribute ſomething to the decreaſe of population, 


Price of Labour, —The average of wages of houſchold fer. 
vants is, for men ſervants, 61. Sterling per annum; for a good 
woman ſervant, 31. Sterling; common day-labourers, with. 

out victuals, men, 1s. women, 6 d. per day; common k. 
bourers, with victuals, per day, men 8 d. or 10 d. women, 
4 d.; during harveſt, reapers wages vary from 8 d. to 1s, 


4d. The greater part of the farm - work is performed by 


huynds, or ſervants who live in their own houſes, whoſe wires 
and children are alſo occaſionally employed on the farm. 


The yearly expence of this kind of ſervants, to the farmer, 


may be calculated in the following manner : 


Jo 8 bolls oats, at 14 8. « per boll, 1. 5 12 0 
To 3 bolls barley, at 178. 0 — 211 0 
'To 2 bolls peaſe, at 13. „„ „% 
To 13 bolls coals, at P 0 9 0 
To carriage on ditto from Dunbar, — o 2 6 
Jo product of a firlot potatoes, - » 18 0 
Jo ditto of a half peck of lintſeed, © 10 © 
To maintenance of a cow, valued alt- 3 © © 
To maintenance of a calf or follower, = 045.0 
To 2 cart loads of whins for fuel, - 0:.-6--0 
To victuals during the harveſt, and other | in- | 
cine charges, „ on - 1 0,0: 
Total, "4 10 8 6 


In the above account the houſe rent is not included, becaule, 


{or 


Th 


ic N. 


of Olthameck. 


families are ſupported in a comfortable and decent manner. 


Fiſhing, —The fiſh caught on this coaſt are turbot, cod, 
kate, herring, haddocks, whitings, flounders, lobſters, and 
crabs. The uſual time of the herring fiſhing is betwixt the 
20th of July and the 12th of September. Great numbers 
re bought up by the country people, for preſent uſe; and 
when they can be ſold ſo low as 18. or 15 d. per hundred, 
they then become an object for the merchants, by whom they 


are cured into white or red herrings. The lobſter fiſhing 


begins about the end of October, and continues till the end 
of April. The fithers are bound by a contract, for a certain 
number of years, to ſend them to Dunbar, for the London 
market, at 5 8. Sterling for ſizable lobſters, and half that ſum 
for the undertized ones, per ſcore.— The fiſhers on this coaſt 


uf: two kinds of boats; the largeſt, called cobles, are different 


from the fiſhing boats generally uſed, being remarkably flat 


in the bottom, and of a great length, meaſuring about 30 


feet in keel, and 33 or 34 feet aloft from ſtem to ſtern z ex- 


teme breadth, 77 feet, and depth, from floor to the top of 


the gunwale, 4 feet, Theſe are uſed only i in the herring | 
ſiſhing, each carrying 4 men and a ſkipper, with 8 nets, each 


net being 60 yards long, and 13 yards in depth. 
Prime coſt of a coble, with anchors, — and ſails, 


L. 28 6 0 


Prime coſt . dom 7 o o 
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for this, the Fynd! is engen to furniſh a reaper „nn 1 
harreſt, befides his own work. Upon the above yearly in- 
come, with the induſtry of their wives and children, their 
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Total coſt of a coble, fully furniſhed, I. 7s o 0 


The other boat is much ſmaller, meaſuring commonly, in 


length at the keel, 15 feet, from ſtem to ſtern aloft 20 feet, and 
the 
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the extreme breadth, 52 feet. Theſe are uſed for Ang 00 
- haddocks, lobſters, &c. They carry 4 men each, and muſt 
: be furniſhed with 1440 fathoms of long lines, 1200 fathoms 
of ſmall lines, and 80 lobſter creels to each boat. 
Prime coſt of a ſmall boat, with maſt and fail, 12 5 10 2 
1440 fathoms long lines, mounted with 240 : 


1 * 
* 


| hooks, &c. 5 = 6 0 0 
1200 ditto ſmall lines, mounted with 2.100 hooks, 4 4 0 
80 lobſter 1 at 28. per ereell, — 8 o o 


Total expence of a ſmall boat and fiſhing takle, I. 22 14 0 


The fiſhers in this pariſh and in the neighbourhood are 


commonly decent induſtrious men; they generally marry 
early in life, raiſe numerous families, whom they educate and 
" pounds for | in a comfortable manner, in their own n line. | 


anno 1701, and is in good repair. The manſe was built an 
1677; but ſince that time has undergone ſeveral repairs, and 
ſome additions, and is now a good houſe, The miniſter's ſti 
pend, including communion elements, is, per annum, $01, 
118. 14 d. Sterling paid in money. The glebe is 4 Scotch 
| acres, of no great value. The preſent patron is Hunter of 
Thurſton, Eſq;—There is only one public ſchool in the ps 
riſh, which is attended by about 40 children yearly. The 


| ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 61. 1 35. 6d. per annum, with a houſe 


and ſmall garden. School wages are very low ; teaching to 
read Engliſh, 1s. 6d. per quarter; writing, 2 s.; arithmetic 


| Theſe are ſupported by the church offerings, the money rail 


to 


= " Charch, School, ood 8 The oreſent enen was built 


and Latin, 2s, 6d. Mathematics, geometry, book-keeping, 
navigation, &c. are tngke each by the courſe, at a guinea 
per courſe. —There are very few poor upon the pariſh roll. 


ed from the pall, and the intereſt of a ſmall ſum belonging 


to the pril, amounting 3 in al  communibus nw, to I 21 
Sterling. | 


: Mikellancous Obſervations —The number of heritors is 8. 
Sir James Hall of Dunglaſs, Bart, is the only reſiding heritor. 
The whole valued rent is 36751. 18. 10 d. Scotch; real rent, 5 
about 20001. Sterling. The houſe of Dunglaſs ſtands on 
the weſt ſide of the ſmall river, which divides Eaſt Lothian 
from the county of Berwick. The banks of the river are 
ſteep, and covered with remarkably fine wood through which 
a variety of agreeable walks are cut, and kept in good repair. 
The Caſtle of Dunglaſs is frequently mentioned in the Scot- 


tiſh hiſtories. It belonged, for many years, to the Earl of 


Home's anceſtors, and from this he has the title of Lord Dun- 8 
glas. It was here that James VI. lodged with his retinue, 
the firſt night after he left Edinburgh, on his journey to Lon- 
don, 1603, This fort was, by accident or treachery, blown 
up, anno 1640, when Lord Haddington, and a number of the 
neighbouring gentlemen, periſhed in its ruins. The prelent 
houſe, a modern building, is raiſed on the very {pot where 


that fort ſtood, Near it ſtands an old chapel, which, though 


not now uſed for the purpoſe it was originally intended, is 


ſtill kept in good repair. It was built about the middle of the 
fourteenth century by Sir Thomas Hume, who married Ni- 
colas hs heireſs of ES 
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PARISH OF FODDERTY, 


came of Cromarty and Reſer—Preſbyery Uh Din 


wall. "On of Roe.) 


| By the Reverend My DoxaLy Macken. = 


Nas me and Situation. 


HE name of this pariſh is of Gaelic etymology. 1 


that language, it conſiſts of two words that are nearly 


- Xcſcriptive of its ſituation : Foigbritudb. or a meadow along 


the fide of a hill.— The Principal part of the pariſh lies in a 
valley, ſurrounded with hills, to the north, weſt, and ſouth, 
with an extenſive opening to the eaſt. There the valley has 
a commanding view of the town and pariſh of Dingwall, 
which lies to the north-eaſt of it. The name of this valley 


is Strathpeffer. About three-fourths of the inhabitants of 


the pariſh reſide in the valley, Beſides it, there are ſeveral 


{mall glens, which extend to ſome diſtance along the open- 
ings of the hills. All theſe are, however, completely inſula - 


ted from the bulk of the pariſh, being ſurrounded with the 


neighbouring ones, and lie much nearer the churches of 
Dingwall and Contin than to Fodderty. The extent of the 


valley is nearly two miles long, by half a mile broad. 


Climate,—The air throughout the pariſh is pure and 


healthy; and there are many inſtances of longevity in it, 


Several | 


| of Fodderiy. | 


cal Rh near go years of age. 


1 no aber peculiar to this pa- 
riſh, except ſuch as are common to the neighbouring places. 


The ſmall-pox often rages here, and frequently proves mor- 
tal, as inoculation has never been attempted except by a very 


few families, who recently introduced it with ſucceſs. The 


n of the people is, however, very ſtrong againſt it. 


Mineral. — There are appearances of coal mines in the 
pariſh, A perſon was, ſome time ago, employed to work a | 
part of the coal, when it was found to be of a remarkably 

infammable quality; of a clear black colour, ſo that it ap- 
peared to approach nearer to a bituminous ſubſtance than to 
coal,—There are ſeveral mineral ſprings here, all of which 
are of the ſame quality, and ſeem to be impregnated with 
ſulphur. One of theſe has, for about 20 years back, been of 


ſome note. Great numbers of the lower claſs of people from 


the counties of Inverneſs, Sutherland, and the weſtern diſ : 


tricts of Roſs-ſhire, have reſorted hither, and uſe the water 
of this mineral for all kinds of diſorders without exception. 


Moſt benefit has been derived from this mineral by thoſe 


troubled with ſcorbutic complaints, a and all kinds of external 
ſores on the body. It has been uſed with ſucceſs in the gra 
vel and ſtomach complaints. 


Hun. — The th table hills are, 1, Beulvas, which 
is one of the higheſt hills in Scotland, and lies immediately 


to the north of this valley; 2dly, Knockfallaric. This hill 


is ſituated on the ſouth ſide of the valley Its form is coni- 
cal; and the vulgar traditlon is, that Fingal had one of his 
caltles upon the top of it. What probably gave rife to this 

opinion, 
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8580 men and women are now reſiding 1 in the pariſh who 
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opinion, was the ruins on the ſammit of it, which are yet to 
de ſeen. 'Fhey | ſurround a plain of nearly an acre in extent, 


and are compoſed of ſtones cemented by a vitrified ſubſtance, 


What the origin or the uſe of this building was, cannot 
eaſily be determined; but certain it is, that the work muſt 
ave been effected at a great expence of e and 08 
; prodigious force of fire. | 


8 e of plots of aſh, hazel, 


and alder wood, interſperſed with the corn fields along this 
valley: When theſe, and the fields around them, are in ver- 


dure, it forms a beautiful ſcene. There are about 200 acres 
of firs lately planted 70 the ſummit of the hill, to the ſouth 
of the 88 


Value of Sock. —There a are e 663 horſes, valued : at 3 1 each, . 
value of the whole, e „ L 1989 


1 500 Black cattle, valued at 31. each value of me | 


whole; oe = ; — = | | 4500 


1000 Beſt ſheep, valued at 5: 8. each value of the 


. - - — F 


20000 Inferior ditto, valued at 36% each, ,—value of 


the whole, EMO OW. S 


| Total value of beck L. 7039 
: It i is to hs abforead here, that the number of black cattle has 
| decreaſed within theſe two years, by the introduction of ſheep 
farms, which has increaſed the number, and improved the 
breed of 8 in the 1 


Population. —In 1755, 7 numbers were rated at 1483 


At preſent, the number of ſouls 1 My 1730 


Number of males, Ee - 881 


Ditto 
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Ditto females, e > þ 
| Male ſervaats, | on — 
Female ſervants, = 


Male children under 7 years of age, 122 
Female children under 7 years of age, 120 
Number of . 2 ens XL 


Rent and Na The vue! rene of this perth b 33 K 
38. 4d. Scotch money. The real rent is chiefly paid in 


bolls, o that its value is annually altering z converting theſe, 


however, at a moderate price, the rent is ſuppoſed to be near- 
ly 1400 Sterling per annum. There are 8 proprietors in the 
pariſh, none of whom have ever reſided in it. There are 10 


principal farmers here, who pay rent to the value of 401. 


Sterling each per aunum 150 ſmaller tenants, who pay from 
161, Sterling per annum each, to 21, Sterling per annum each; 
and 100 cottars, who pay from 21: eren per annum each, 


to 28. Sterling each fer e annum. 


_ Crops, and erke of Culture. — The only crops raiſed here 
are barley, oats, peaſe, and potatoes. The old method of 
conſtantly creping, is generally followed by all the claſſes of 


farmers, Some attempts have of late been made by a few 
towards altering the ſyſtem of farming, by the introduction 
of ſown graſs, fallow, and turnips 3 but theſe eſſays have al- 


ways been checked by the want of encouragement ſhown 


to thoſe who tried them, none of the proprietors here having 


ever all owed any of their tenants to derive any advantage 


from their improvements, or offered chem any aſſiſtance to 
enable them to carry them on. 


| Manners and . of the People —There | is for ſome 
ſea alon; of the Fear, a very great want of induſtry among the 
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inhabitants here. Durin 
5 g the weeks of ſced-time 
veſt they exert themſelves to a great degree; but feen 0 
g the 


| 1 of the year, having no field for ſimilar exerti 

* uſtry, they indulge themſelves to a great degree i 2 of 
lence and inactivity. The want of employment here ; 0 
| . Cy Lorces 


thoſe who are induſtriouſly inclined, to go and find labo 
JJ 


: - 1 ſouthern diſtricts of Scotland; ſo that great number 
1 0 ; oth ſexes, leave their homes in the months of ey rs 
June, and return again in November, with from 10s ka y 

| 18 0 428, 


which is the fruit of their induſtry. Sloth ſeems to be tle 


greateſt enemy to the morality of the people here, as 
who will not procure their own ſubſiſtence b 1 By = 
e to uſe diſhoneſt means for procuring . The 3 
0 much addicted to the uſe of — and will 2 
to procure . ns hs we gh 


| Church Sch, ond Pror.— All the inhabitants of this p- 


2 ops re are of the eſtabliſhed Church, and theſe are 
of the Church of England. The livin of 6 chal 
2 gag... Tu By g conſiſts of 6 chald 
_ . half of bariey—2 5 1. Sterling money—a glebe . . 
. — er has a right to the ſmall tithes, The tom is Ken 
| = ep IN of Cromarty, Eſq. The ſalary of te 
ſchoolmaſter is 111. 28. Sterlin 0 fe 
g. The ſchool-houſ 
built anno 1779, and is now in a good ſtate of repair ; Then 
| maſts on the poors roll 50 perſons, who receive a part of 
their ſubſiſtence from the funds allotted to them. There are 


15 2 5 by George Earl of Cromarty to them of 
bolls of barley per annum. — ad, The interelt of a legacy 


of 80 l. Sterling, left to them by Mrs Morriſon of the iſland 


of Jamaica.— 3d, The weekly collections on Sunday at church, 


which at an average is nearly 8 1. per annum. 


Prices 


Prict 


man ſel 
are gel 
2 man 
from 1 
do not 
rage fc 
at 4d. 


1 


there 
that 1: 


: 5 155 : of Fodderiy. 3 4¹ 


Price of Ka and Provi Ul ons. —The wages of a laboring g : 
man ſeldom exceeds 6d. per day—of a woman 5 d. Servants 
are generally hired here by the year; then the terms are to 
z man ſervant 3 1. per annum, and 6 bolls meal—to a woman 
from 11. to 11. 15 8. per annum, and 5 bolls meal, when they 
do not receive their board. Beef and mutton ſell at an ave- 
rage for 3d. per ä for 24 d. for pound, —Fowls 5 
at : d. each. 


- * 
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Lig language generally ſpoken hee} is Gaelic, , | Il 
there being but two in the Par iſh who do not underſtand | os 
that language well. 08 | 
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5 By the Reverend Mr Wi LLIA * AnDER0N. 


Name and Bene tons. 


\ TRICHEN, (from Strathion, John's Strath), was erected 
into a pariſh in 1627; and conſiſts of 38 ploughs, 32of 


which were taken off from the pariſh of Rathon, and th: 


other 6 (called the 6 ploughs of Saithley), from the pariſh of 
Fraſerſburgh.—It conſiſts of about 8000 acres, and js of an 
_ oblong form, ſloping gradually towards the banks of the river 
Eugie, which pretty nearly divides the pariſh, and falls into 
the ſea 13 miles below, at Inverugie, near Peterhead, There 
are plenty of trout and eels in the river, and formerly there 
| were a great many otters, but few of them are no to be 
ſeen, the breed being almoſt worn out in this part of the 
— 8 . 


Population In Dr Webſter's liſt, in 1 755» the population 


© was 11 58. The number of inhabitants is 1409. In 17705 


a liſt was taken, and they amounted to 1100, claſſed as fol. 
lows: Under 7 years of age, 178; from 7 to 80, 87 783 above 
30, 44. The increaſe is owing to a village which has been 
lately built, and to dividing the farms, few of which exceed 
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| zol. and the greateſt Bünde being not above: 10 l. or 121. 
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. increaſe of popalition has tended not 
a little to the improvement of the land in this pariſh. Po- 
tatoes, turnip, flax, and artificial graſſes, were introduced about 
50 years ago by the late Lord Strichen. He alſo introduced the 
uſe of lime for the ground, and began the improvement of 
the roads, which are in this pariſh kept in excellent order. 
The culture of flax is reckoned a conſiderable object here, 
which has been very much promoted by the encouragement 5 
of the Honourable the Board of Truſtees for manufactures, | 


Kc. in giving a premium for erecting a lint-mill, and difſtri- 
buting lintſeed gratis; but moſt effectually, by the eſtabliſh- 


ment of a yarn- market, which holds in the beginning of 
| March and middle of May, at which the capital manufactu- ; 
rers and dealers attend; and the country people are not only. 


ſure of a ſale, and ready money, but of the higheſt price 


their yarn is worth. The truftecs gave premiums of 10 l. per 
annum) for 5 5 years, to the perſon who purchaſed the greateſt 


quantity of yarn, made from flax of the growth of the 


country. This occaſioned a competition among the buyers, 
in which the ſellers found their advantage; ; fo that at theſe 
markets, where there uſed not to be a ſingle ſpindle Ciſpoſed 
of, upwards of 4000 ſpindles have been fold for ſome yeurs 
palt by the country people; and the warkets, which promile 


to improve, are of great ſervice to all concerned, and will be 


of permanent uſe to the country. 


P of Labour, —The price of labour is cont GC Lorably | in- 
reaſed of late, and is dail y riſing. The yearly wages of a 


5 — 


man fervant is 5 I.; a maid ſervant, 21, 108. with their main- 
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tainance; a houſe- carpenter, I 8. er day; a maſon, 18. {i 1 
ordinary labourers, 8 d. a 9 d.; a hay- cutter, 18. 64. md 


a reaper s. 


"Church, Sch: 2, and Poor,—The church was s buile in 162 


: but has been repaired and enlarged ſince. The ſtipend (in. 


cluding 1 1. 178. 6 d. for providing communion elements), is 
301, in money, 3 chalders of meal, and 1 5 Acres of land gi 
ven the late incumbent, by a private agreement, inſtead of n 
augmentation in money. This deed was executed by the 
late Lord Strichen, with the unanimous approbation of the 


Preſbytery about 40 years ago. The patron is Mr Fraſer of 
Strichen.—The ſchool, including falary, ſcholars fees, and 
other perquilites, may be worth about 30 J. a year, The 
ſchoolmaſter has a very neat houſe of two ſtories high, and a 
_ glebe of 8 acres, given him by the late Lord Stricken,— 

There are 39 poor on the liſt : About 30 l. Sterling i is divid- 
ed among them, according to their neceſſities, ariſing from 
the collections in the church, mort. cloth dues, and the inte- 
reſt of about 140 J. which belongs to the ſeſſion. In 1783, 


| they ſunk upwards of 60 l. out of their funds, in purchalng 


and lowering the ue ot grain for the uſe of or FO 


F There is a village in the bib which was 


founded in 1764, containing 200 inhabitants. There are 
good many weavers, and other tradeſmen in it; and the lint- 
mill, bleachfield, and other improvements, which are going 


on in the neighbourhood, afford conſtant employment to la. 


bourers, ſo that it is in a thriving ſtate, and increaſing. I. 
has a charter for a weekly market. There! is a poſt. . office in 
it, and d good roads to it in every direction. 


AT os Olſervations,—The whole pariſh, unleſs a de- 
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0 inconfderable part, belongs to Alexander Fraſer, Eſq. 


There are ſeveral plantations of fir and foreſt trees in the 
_ pariſh, made and planted by the late Lord Strichen, which, 


from the beauty of contraſt, make a great addition to the 


appearance of the place, in a country where there is little 


wood, Among theſe plantations, there are a cood many old | 
trees, (ſuppoſed t to have been planted about the beginning of 
the laſt century, 150 circles being counted on ſome of them, 


which were cut down 35 years ago). They drew a compli- 
ment from the late Dr Johnſton, who ſays, in his Tour 


through Scotland, that « he had travelled 200 miles, and 


had only ſeen one tree not younger than himſelf ; but at 


« Strichen, he ſaw trees of full growth, worthy of his no- 
: u tice.” —The animals and bird tribe are the ſame that are 
common in the reſt of the country. There have been, for | 


40 years paſt, great numbers of the regulus, or golden creſt- 
ed wren, goldfinches, thruſhes, and lapwings, all of which 
have been in the cuſtom of building and hatching here. Of 


late the goldfinches have quite diſappeared, and the lapwings 
are much fewer. Black- birds, ring ouzel, and dobchick, 


wich uſed to come only in winter, with great flocks of ſnow 


birds, and fieldfares, remain now, and build their neſts; the 


inow-birds and fieldfares leave the country in May. Of late 


years, in the month of November, bulfinches, Carolina chat- 


terers, and different kinds of woodpeckers, make their ap- 


pearance, and continue through the winter. — The pariſh has 


the advantage of an excellent lime quarry in the center of it, 
and of great plenty of peat for firing. There are 5 well fre- 


quented yearly markets held in it. The people are, in general, 


lober and induſtrious, go neat and clean, and are ot an ex- 


tremely obliging benevolent diſpoſition. —The ſtones on the 
. | 
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de of an high hill in this pariſh are of a whitiſh colour, and 
of the nature of the white att of which porcelain | is made, 
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NUMBER XIIV. 


PARISH OF LBSMAUA O 


(County of Lanark. . F Lanark — Synod EE | 


Glaſgow and "On. 


Name, Situation, 13 Surface, . 6. 


HE name of this pariſh is very antient ; it is of Celtic 


origin, and is faid to be derived from Les or Lis, 2 
green or garden, and Macute, the name of the tutelar ſaint 
of the place, who is reported to have been a biſhop and con- 


feflor of the 6th century, thus ſignifving St. Macute's Green, 


which, in latter times, has been changed into Abbeygreer, 
the preient name of the village built round the church, for- 


merly belonging to a monaſtery now demoliſhed, which 


ſtood hard by it, and was a priory, dependent on the 15 
of Kelſo. All that remains of this antient building is 


ſquare tower, with battlements upon the tops of the . 


It is now covered with a pavilion roof, having a belfrey cn. 


the top, and ſerves for the ſteeple of the preſent church, 
which ſtands adjoining to it. 

This monaſtery was founded by King David I. in the year 
1140. The church belonging to it was dedicated to St. Ma- 
ry. This church, which appears by the marks of the beams 
in the well of the tower, to have been much loftier than the 
preſent one, has been twice deſtroyed by fire; firſt by John 
| Planta- 


'F Leſmahagoe. 5 421 


ſecond time at the Reformation, when all the ancient mo- 


numents and relics were deſtroyed by the reformers. And 
indeed the marks of conflagration ſeem ſtill viſible on the 


wall of the tower, on the ſide adjoining to the church. 


The pariſh is fituated in the upper ward cf the county of 
Lanark, in the prefbytery of that name, and ſynod of Glaſ- 
cow and Ayr. It is of a broad oval figure, the longeſt dia. 
meter being about 14 miles, and the ſhorteſt about 12. © Io 
lies upon the ſouth-weſt fide of the river Clyde, which runs : 
ziong the border of it for about g or 10 miles; and in this 
courſe are the ſiupendous falls of the river at Bonnitown, 
N and Stonbyres, ſo well known, and e de- 


| ſcribed. 
The wake of the Clyde i in this per a are very bold, riſing, 


in many places, abruptly into hills of a conſiderable height, 
every where divided by deep gullies, formed by the nume- 
rous brooks and torrents which fall into the river. The in- 
termixture of coppice woods, plantations of foreſt trees, and 
ſloping open glades, of ſwelling eminences, deep ravines, and 


towering hills, on both ſides of the river, added to the wind- 
ings of its copious ſtream, and the magnificent falls above 
mentioned, exhibit to the eye of the paſſenger, at every 


change of ſituation, new landſcapes firikiogly ſublime and 
beautiful. 


The ſoil is various. Part of the northern corner of the 


pariſh is of a clayey nature, but light friable moulds are more 
ſrequent; in ſome places it is ſandy, i in others ſtoney and gra- 
velly. The face of the country is every where uneven and to- 


wards the ſouth and weſt becomes very mountainous, and the 
foil moſſy and muiriſn. The tops of the mountains are co- 


vered with bent, graſs, and heath; towards the bottoms, where 
moſs does not prevail, there are green paſtures and arable 
lands, 
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tillage has been purſued to a much greater extent, at ſome 
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lands. Upon the whole, the ſoil of the pariſh is far from 
being of the moſt fertile quality, and is better adapted t 
paſturage than tillage, Here it deſerves to be remarked, thy | 


former period, than at preſent ; for there are every where te 
be found, even almoſt to the ſummits of the higheſt moun- 
tains, large tracts of land, which have been regularly formed 
into ridges, and ſmoothed by repeated culture, now over. 
_ grown with bent, heath, and moſſes, How it comes to paſs, 
that land on which corn would not now ripen, ſhould have 
been attentively cultivated ſome centuries ago, is left to the 
curious to enquire; for there is no tradition to be traced 
here, which would ſerve to throw any light upon the ſubject“. 
The moſt remarkable mountains are the great range which 
ſeparates this pariſh from thoſe of Douglas and Muirkirk, 
called the Cumberheadhills, the Knotberrylaw, the Warlay, 
the Todlaw, the Birkenhead, and the Grayſtonehill, on the 
weſt ſide; the Blackhill, the Dullars, and the Boreland, to- 
wards the Clyde, on the eaſt ſide. HE, 


Rivers.—The Logan riſes in the range of mountains which 
divides this pariſh from Muirkirk ; and running eaſtward for 
6 miles joins the Nethan, which has its ſource in the ſame 
mountains, a few miles to the eaſt. The joint ſtream, which 
then takes the name of Nethan, runs north and eaſt through 
the pariſh, dividing it nearly into two equal halves, and fals 


into the Clyde a little above where the pariſhes of Dalſert ſe 
15 : er 

* It alſo appears, that this part of the country is leſs fertile b 
than formerly, by an old charter belonging to the monaſtery, 3 
which mentions a conſiderable quantity of wheat, payable from R 
the neighbouring lands. Few people now attempt to cultivate | 


wheat on theſe lands; and ſuch as have tried it have abandoned y 
it from ill ſucceſs, | | 


e Leſnabagoe. ER | 


and Leſmahagoe meet. This is a beautiful paſtoral ſtream ; 


the banks of which are finely diverſified with hanging woods, 


ſloping paſtures, and cornfields. The Ponicle runs along the 


ſouth border of the pariſh, till it falls into the Douglas river; 
and afterwards the united river, the banks of which are high- 


y pictureſque, forms the boundary on that ſide. The little 
river Kype divides this from the pariſh of Avondale. The 
| Calner, which runs northward, and ſeparating the pariſhes 8 


Stonehouſe and Dalſerf, falls into the Avon, takes its riſe in 
the weſtern part of this pariſh, in the eſtate of Blackwood, 


by the proprietors of which its banks have been adorned 


Vith ſtately groves of foreſt trees. Beſides theſe, number- 


leſs brooks, and fountains of the of nd water, yow from the 


8 ſides of every hill. 


In the Nethan and Logan, as well: as the rivers by which 
8. ” 3 is bounded, are found plenty of trout and ſilver 


Salmon, alſo, from the Clyde, go up the Nethan, and 


even to the Logan, in the month of Auguſt, and ſpawn 


chere; but a cruive now put acroſs the mouth of the firſt, 


obſtructs them greatly, and is likewiſe thought to have dimi- 
niſned the number of trouts. 


Air.— The ſituation of the pariſh being elevated, the air is 


ſomewhat moiſt, and fo cold and ſharp as greatly to retard 
the progreſs of vegetation in the ſpring, conſequently the 
harveſt is not early. In autumn, too, the froſty vapours 


ſettle in the narrow plains in the neighbourhood of the 


mountains, and frequently injure the crops, The air, how- 
ever, ſeems not to be unfavourable to animal life. The inha- 


ditants are healthy and robuſt, little ſubject to diſeaſes. 


There are ſeveral inſtances of vi gorous longevity among them; 
from which the following is ſelected as being known to the 
Writer Porteous, about 20 years ago, after having 

compleated the hundredth year of his age, walked from his 
houſe 
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houſe near the village of Abbeyareen to Hamilton, 12 miles 


; diſtant, and after having done his little buſineſs, returned the 
ſame day alſo on foot, He lived 5 or 6 years after; and en- 
joyed | ſome Foes of health and vigour almoſt to the laſt, 


. 77 ie is a | great variety of minerals i in this pariſh 


. LEE might furniſh ample field for the inveſtigations of the 


mineralogiſt and the philoſopher. The rocks and ſtones in the 
bed of the river Clyde, oppoſite to Stonebyres, and indeed al. 
| moſt all the ſtones which appear in that neighbourhood, are 
of the colour of burnt bricks, and look as if they had ſuffer. 
ed the action of fire. The ſtrata of rock in the bed of the 
Nethan, which moſtly lie in a ſituation very much inclined, 


have a different appearance, and ſeem to be of a different 
quality, at every few paces as one paſſes along. Among 


theſe, a gentleman of ſome kill in mineralogy, who was 


ſome years ago, on a viſit in the pariſh, aſſerted that he di. 


covered the real porcelain earth in a petrified form, In this 
river are found large maſſes formed of imall ſtones of diff. 
rent kinds, united by a ſubſtance which ſeems to have been 


in fuſion ; and alſo various petrifactions, particularly pieces of 


wood of different ſizes. The Cumberhead mountains are 
known to contain veins of lead, which are ſaid to be very 


rich. Attempts were made to work them in the year 1729, 


and again in the year 1758; but, from ſome miſmanagement, 


miſgave. Coal is found in different parts of the pari{Þ. Pic 
coal has been wrought at Stockbridge, Coalburn, Gunlgreen, 
and Weſtown; and is ſold at the pit from 28. 6 d. to 38. fe. 
ton, There is alſo wrought at Woodſliouſe, belonging to 
the Duke of Hamilton; at Auchenheath, belonging to r 
Weir of Blackwood; and at Blair, belonging to Lord Dou- 
glas, beds of an inflammable ſubſtance, having ſome relem- 


blance of jet, here called candle- coal, or light coal, much v. 
lued for the ſtrong bright flame which it emits in bur ning. 
| | ns Tin 


This A fold for about 5 8. per ton, and ſome of i it is carried 5 
to places 40 or 50 miles diſtant. Peats, which when dried 
are almoſt as hard as coal, and burn with a ſtrong flame, are 
dug in ſeveral moſſes in this pariſh. Beds of iron-ſtone are 
{zen in different parts of the pariſh; Beds of lime, of a great 


thickneſs and excellent quality, are found very near the ſur- 
face in many places. Some of theſe beds are not leſs than 


30 feet thick; and the quality of the lime ſo good, that upon 
an analyſis 29 parts of 30 have been found to be pure calca- 
reous earth. Various petrifactions, ſuch as ſhells of different 
figures, parts of the ſculls and horns of ſheep, and bits of 5 


ſticks, are found in the lime quarries. In the upper part of 
the pariſh marl has been lately diſcovered, In one place 
there is a vein of grey marble, blocks of which ſome old peo- 
ple mention to have been carried to Hamilton houſe and 
Douglas houſe, but it is not known how it proved. There 
is alſo ſome appearance of a ſlate quarry in a moor called 
Dunſide moor; but as it has not yet been fully explored, 


the quality is not aſcertained. Huge maſſes of granite or 


whin rock, form the baſis of the mountains on the weſt fide 


of the pariſh. Amidſt this great variety of ſoſſils, free ſtone : 


of a good quality for building, is obtained only in a few 


places; ſome of the quarries, however, are of a remarkable good | 


quality, particularly on the banks of the Nethan, where 
large blocks of ſtone are cut, which are ſo beautifully vein- 


ed, and take ſo fine a poliſh, that it gets the name of Craig- 


nethan marble, and is much valued for columns Ang ſteps of 
large ſtairs, 


Cattle, Cultivation, and Preduce.—It has been already ob- 
ſerved, that the greateſt part of this diſtrict, from the inequa- 
lity of the ſurface, the nature of the ſoil, and the great ele- 
vation of the country, is better adapted for paſture than cul- 

Vol. VII. | 3 H 
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426 1 Stat iflical Account 


_ tivation. k - he high mooriſh parts 1 the pariſh are chiefl 
applied to rearing and paſturing ſheep, and ſome are keyt 
through the whole. The number is about 7000. Thoſe of 
the moors are generally black faced and black legged—hme 
very rough coarſe wool, and are always fineared with tar, 
They are of a little ſize, but hardy and well boned, and feed 
to a conſiderable weight when put upon rich paſture, Some 
| ol mixed bree is, of larger body, and finer wool, are kept on 
the lower grounds. The number of cows kept are about 


1600, beſides young ones which the farmers are always rear. 


ing; of which there cannot be leſs than 400 bred annually, 
The diſtrict contains 130 ploughgates; and no great refine. 
ment in agriculture being yet introduced, 4 horſes are for 

the moſt part yoked to each plough, fo that the number of 
_ horſes are about 520, beſides young ones annually reared, 


probably about 100. Tuc horſes in this part of the country 


- WETC formerly of a ſmall ſize, and ill thaped ; but of late the 
Pr ced is much improved, and horſes of a conſiderable value 
are now reared here. There are alto 12 horſes kept by car- 
riers in and round the village, Who carry goods to and from 
different places. Tae people of this part of Scotland had 
formerly a ſuperſtitious prejudice againſt ſwine; but now 

there are a number reared and fed in this pariſh, It does 
not appear, however, to be a very advantageous kind of ec0- 

nomy to feed hogs in a barren country, where every thing 

the land produces can generally be otherways conſumed to 
| ; greater advantage. 1t can only be beneficial for farmers who 
keep no more hogs than they can ſupport, on ſuch of the 
offals of their dairy as they can turn to no other purpole, 
and feed them up in the autumn with potatoes. Of thoſe 
animals there may be about 70 or 80 killed in this pariſh an- 


| naalhy. | 
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As the qreateſt TA of this pariſh, out the nature of is 5 


| foil, expoſure, | and climate, is not the moſt inviting ſubject | 
for cultivation, ſo neither have improvements in agriculture 
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made great progreſs in it. Fallowing is not practiſed, ex- 9 
cept in a few farms | in the lower ground; nor is paring and . 8 | : ; 0 8 
burning the thick turf on the old paſture, which would tend =—_ 
much to forward vegetation in a cold country, thought of. "8 

The ancient diſtin&tions of croft and ou field are ſtill kept EET | i } 
k up; and the greateſt part of the manure made about the 8 | 1 


lid upon the former. The latter, after lying a few years in 
paſture, and fomeninits a little compoſt laid upon it, is crop- 
| ped with oats for two or three years, and again left to reſt. 


Upon the crofts the ſeeds of clover and rye-graſs are now 
frequently ſown, and a crop or two of hay taken; and after 
the land has been two or three years paſtured, it is cropped, | 
firſt with peaſe, then with barley, with two plowings and 
dung, next oats, &c. Lime, except by a few people, is but 
ſparingly applied. The Scotch plough, nearly in the ſame 
ſtate as it has been for this century paſt, is almoſt univerſally o 2 
| uſed, it being only near the Clyde where any modern im- 
| Provement is begun to be introduced. 
f There is no wheat raiſed in this diſtrict, except in the low 
parts in the north corner of this pariſh. Oats are the princi- 
pal grain; and, from the report of the tenants of the mills in | 
which they are ground, the quantity produced ſeems to have 5 | | 5 
greatly diminiſhed in the courſe of the laſt 20 years. Whe- | 
| ther this deficiency be owing to the land having been former- a ER 
ly exhauſted—to leſs favourable ſeaſons—to a leſs ſKilfull or | 
leſs attentive culture—or whether it be not from deficiency 
of produce, but from the corn being conſumed otherways than 
by grinding it into meal, it is not pretended here to deter- 
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mine. It is certainly in ſome part owing to the laſt; for in 1 
tac firſt Place, farmers, whether purely from the pride of _ 


ſeein, 


* 
1 
i 
il 


2s Sadie! Accum 


ſeeing their Hirſer make a better appearance, or whether 
they find that they enhance the value of the animal, in the 
_ full proportion. of the additional food given it, allow their 
horſes more oats than formerly ; and ſecondly, the number 
of horſes, and the demand for oats to feed them, having 


greatly increaſed in the country of late years, huſbandmen 


frequently find it more advantageous to ſell their oats unma. 
nufaCtured, than to make them into meal, eſpecially in back. 
ward ſeaſons, when the oats are leſs productive. The barley 
bol this pariſh has been eſteemed of a good quality, not in. 
deed large bodied, but plump and thin huſked. Upon the 
tale of this grain the farmers formerly chiefly depended for 
payment of their rents; but it is a fact, not leſs remarkable, 
nor leſs difficult to be accounted for, that the quantity of it 
produced is alſo diminiſhed, The concurring teltimony of 
every huſbandman advanced in life confirms this fact. 
Undoubtedly, therefore, either the ſeaſons of late muſt have 
been unfavourable to cultivation, or a leſs accurate and dili. 
gent culture muſt now prevail. Probably both muſt be ta- 
ken into the account. While the cold backward ſprings 
have diſcouraged the delicate growth of the new ſprung crop, 
the roots of the various kinds of hardy weeds, which have 
been allowed to accumulate in the ſoil from defeCtive cul- | 
ture, have ſprung up to choke it. Peaſe ſeldom prove a Va- | 
luable crop in this pariſh. They are frequently either over- | 


run by the numerous weeds which thrive greatly in the light 


| foil, or puſhed too much to ſtraw by the latter rains, and yield 
little grain, Such has been ſo much the caſe of late years, that 


the huſbandmen have been greatly diſcouraged in cultivating 


them, and many ſow fewer than formerly. There is but 3 


ſmall part of this pariſh on which it has been thought pru- 


dent to attempt the culture of beans. Flax is only cultivated 


in ſmall quantities for domeſtic uſe; but from the valuable 
| returns 


of Loſmabogre. Ee 425 


aa hich have frequently been obtained from: theſe,” ic 
i reaſonable to think that much of the land is well adapted 
to the growth of that plant. The culture of turnip, for 
which much of the ſoil is alſo well adapted, has not yet been 
attempted to any conſiderable extent, nor with that affiduity 
neceſſary to make it advantageous. Every huſbandmary 
plants potatoes, to the extent, perhaps, of half an acre to a 
ploughgate, at an average; and this root ſucceeds extremely _ 
well in moſt places, when ſufficient pains is beſtowed on the 
culture. There are no conſiderable orchards in this pariſh ; . 
but towards the foot of the Nethan, and all along the Clyde 


below the falls, apple, pear, and plum trees are planted in 


every little garden; and in thoſe narrow warm vallies, ſhel- 


tered by the high land on all fides, theſe trecs, particularly 


the plum trees, generally produce a conſiderable 3 of 53 


good fruit. 


| Beſides annual 8 a conſiderable combity of wook 5 
grows in the pariſh, much of the hanging ground by the 
ſides of the different rivers being clothed with coppices. 
Some of theſe are very extenſive, particularly Stonebyres 


woods, which are arranged into ſuch a number of lots, that 
one of them is always ready to cut annually, for the ſale of 
ſuch ſmall timber as is commonly uſed in the country. Only 
the banks of the Logan and the Kype are naked, they having 


their courſes through high mooriſh ground, the bottom of 
which is whin rock, for the moſt part adverſe to the growth 
of timber. The juniper tree, a plant not to be found in the : 
neighbouring country, abounds on the ſides of the hills in 


the een part of this pariſh, 


State of Property. The valued rent of the pariſh | is 9841 |. 


Scotch. The Duke of Hamilton is the preateſt proprietor. 
| there is e beſides part of the eſtates of Blackwood, Stone- 
byres, 
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byres, and ſome farms formerly belonging to the Haniton 
of Raplock, which are held immediately of the Crown, al 
the reſt is either the * of the ſaid Duke, or held of 

Vic in WMW. 

There are el undivided « commons of confdentie n en. 
= tent, on which the adjoining proprietors have a right of paſ. 
turage, according to ſome eſtabliſhed proportion; but theſe 
are all mooriſh grounds, which do not an , of very 

. n nne 5 


_ Pats 17 10 the numbers were 2996. | By an ex. 
act enumeration of the inhabitants taken by the miniſters 
this year, it appears there are, of houſes or families in vil 


ages, e * „„ 
Ditto i in the country, NG th xp HY 
*E 64; 0 
; Comtnin ales. 10 > years nd upwards, al... 
1 under 10, = I 9 
| 155 THOR ws 1260 
—— females, 10 years and upwards, 3 1173 
OS tee under 105,5 „ 
* 
| 5 Souls in all 2810 
Of theſe there are, | | Carpenters, of ali forts, 0 
Gentlemen and huſband- „„ 5-426 
men, | i 181 Miners, 5 23 
5 Blackſiniths, Wen 17 Buichers, — 3 
Weavers, > - 62 Day-labourers, - 54 
Shoemakers, «_ 16 Practitioners of medicine, 2 
Maſons, b - - 40 Dyer and fuller, "RN 


There are 7 corn mills, 2 lint mills, and 1 fulling müll. 
The: 


of Lojmabagee. | 1 43k | 


- The joplation of this pariſh ſeems to fave been confider- 
ably upon the increaſe during the firſt part of the preſent 


o century. There is ſtill extant an examination liſt of the one 
half of the pariſh, made out by the Reverend Mr Robert 
. Black in the 1705, containing the names of 840 examinable 


1 perſons; and, ſuppoſing both halves to have been then, as they 
le are at preſent, nearly equally popnlons, the total inhabitants, 
bl who were deemed examinable, were 1680. But the late 
Reverend Mr Thomas Wharry, who was a native of the pa- 
riſh, had filled firſt the one cure, and then the other, and 
was miniſter for 50 years, has left an accurate examination 
liſt of the whole pariſh, enumerated with his own hand, which 
contains 2448 names, of 10 years old and upwards, taken in 
the year 1730 and, ſuppoſing 1 thoſe under 10 years to be, 
as at preſent, a little more than a fourth more, the number 
of ſouls was then above 3000. The fame gentleman has alſo IN 
left a copy of anſwers to queries, from æ committee of the 
General Aſſembly, in which he ſays, the number of perſons 
above 10 years was between 2900 and 3000. This paper has 
no date; but it is probably the anſwer to the inquiry ſet on 
foot by Dr Webſter about the year 1755, as Mr Wharry was 
olten heard ſay, in the latter part of his life, that the num- 
ber of examinable perſons was about 3000. He died in the 
year 1761. Since that period, the number of the people 
has been upon the e a8 well as the fertility of the 


foil 
 Baptifme. 92 Are Burials. 
55 Boys. Girls. „ . 
. 19 2 


. 14 W 


Mane aftures. Manufacture here has not advanced far 
beyond 
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- l its rude domeſtic Nate. Many of the houſe. -Vires 


not only manufacture the greateſt part of the wearing ay. 
parel for their reſpeQive families, but have their wool and 
flax wrought up into yarn or cloth for ſale in the neighbour. 
ing markets. Some of the weavers are employed in this 
way; others by the manufacturers in great towns, in weaving 
3 fine linen and cotton cloths, The women belonging to the 
| villages and cottages are moſtly employed in ſpinning linen. 


yarn for the manufacturers in other places, there being people 


who go about to diſtribute the flax, and receive the yarn, | 
Though this pariſh has not yet made great advances, it is 


not improbable it may one day make a conſiderable figure 


among the neighbouring diſtricts, ſhould the various materi- 


als which may be collected from its ſurface, or drawn from 


its bowels, attract the attention of the opulent and enter- 
priſing. If it ſhall be found, by means of the patriotic ex- 


_ periments now making by the Society for the improvement 
of Britiſh wool, that the bleak mountains here, on which 
ſheep only of the coarſeſt fleece now ſtray, are equally capa. 
ble of rearing thoſe which will yield plenty of fine ſoft wool; 


if flax were cultivated with all the attention which the foil 
ſeems to invite; theſe, with the various treaſures which lie 
buried under ground, would furniſh an ample fund of em- 
ployment and wealth to a numerous people; while the abund- 
ance of fuel, and the many ſprings and water falls, would be 


ready inſtruments to facilitate every undertaking. At the 
fame time, a more improved and populous ſociety would tend 


to enlighten the minds, and ſtimulate the induſtry of the 


peaſantry ; to improve the land, and ſpread a pleaſant \ ver⸗ 
dure over olds, new clothed in ſembre heath. 


Charas. 1 the people here, more of the features 


of the ancient Britiſh character may be traced, than in more 
cultivated 


-ůjJ „„ „ „„ 


of . _ 


— diſtricts. Open and frank i in their manners; | PER 
in their attachments ; 3 chearful to return favours, and no leſs 
ardent to reſent affronts; equally ignorant of the cautious 
reſerve of people hackneyed i in the ways of men, and averſe 
to the plodding perſeverance acquired in the more- buſy walks 
of ſociety. The general tenor of their moral deportment is 
decent and regular; and few among them have been accuſed | 
of enormities. Their bodies are, for the moſt part, ſtout, | 
brawny, and active. The language ſpoken is the broad 
Scotch dialect, with this peculiarity, very obſervable to ſtran- 
gers, that the voice is raiſed, and the ſound 1 upon 
the laſt liable. of the ſentence. - 


Church, School, and Prey, —The Duke of Hamilton 3 is pa- 
tron of the pariſh. The church is old, dark, and inconve- 
nient, ſcarcely large enough to contain the ordinary auditory. = 
The cure is ſupplied by two clergymen. The ſtipend of the 
ſecond charge is 16 bolls of victual, and 631. 171. 924. Ster- 
ling in money, with a houſe and garden. The ſtipend of the 
firſt charge is 95 bolls of meal, and 41 l. 138. 4d. Sterling, | 

in money, with a manſe, and glebe of 8 acres. The people 
are moſtly attached to the eſtabliſhed Church, and very rep 
gular in attending religious worſhip. There are a few Sece- 
ders of different ſects; but none of the bitterneſs of religious 
party prevails, the greateſt harmony and good neighbourhooc. 
lubliſting between the different ſects. The ſchoolmaſter's 
ſalary is 121, Sterling, beſides ſchool wages, and his emolu- 
ments as ſeſfion-clerk and treaſurer of the poor's funds. 
There is a dwelling-houſe for the ſchoolmaſter, and a houſe 
for teaching. Engliſh, Latin, writing, arithmetic, geometry , 
&c. are taught at this ſchool; and many of the youth of the 
pariſh who have purſued the ſtudy of divinity, and other 


branches of literature; have received the firſt elements of 
- VII. 2 [ their 
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8 their education Nie. Among theſe, the late Dr Wilam 
| Smellie, who was afterwards ſo much celebrated for his 
knowledge and ſucceſs in the obſtetric art, muſt not be omit. 
ted. There are, beſides, always 8 or 10 private ſchools, 
| principally for teaching Engliſh and writing, in the pariſh, 
The fands for the ſupport of the poor are as nee ; 
Amount of former ſavings and ſmall ſums be- 
queathed by different perſons, 125 l. 19. 2 d.; 


434 


the intereſt of which, at 51. per cent. I. 6 5 1 


Andrew Leiper mortified a piece of land rented at 2 10 0 
In the year 1774, the pariſh was firſt aſſeſſed for 
the maintenance of the poor. The annual 
amount of the rates was then 80 l. which has | 
been fince reduced too — 6⁰ 0 0 
Annual average ariſing from collections at the 
church- doors, proclamation of dN and pall 


lent at , - VVV as 4 3 


Total annual amount of poor's funds, 25 115 i 2 
| From which 45 poor perſons regularly receive a monthly 


affiſtance, according to their wants, beſides ſome indigent 


people occaſionally relieved, The poor were formerly mote 
numerous. p TOE CO IT 


Roads and Bridges, —Beſides the bridge over the Clyde 
lately mentioned, there are 3 bridges over the Nethan, on 
different roads; one of which is upon the poſt road, which 


runs through this pariſh, from Glaſgow to Carliſle. On the 
fame road is a bridge over the Ponicle, by which this 
joined to Douglas pariſh, There are ſeveral other arches 


over the other rivers and brooks, where moiſt neceſſary. 


Many of the roads through this pariſh are ſteep and incon- 
venient, partly owing to the great incquality of the ſurface, 


and 


# 


/ 


// 
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nd partly to 2 want of proper attention to the nature of the 
country, at the firſt laying of them out; whence more eaſy 
and convenient tracks, which might have been got by ma- 
king ſmall deviations, have been diſregarded. A bill is now 
propoſed to be brought into Parliament for making a road 
from Lanark to Hamilton, to paſs through this pariſh, along 
the banks of the Clyde, to wind along in a level courſe, 
ſnunning all ſudden riſings and declivities, which, when ex- 
ecuted, will not only greatly promote the internal intercourſe 
through this part of the country, but entertain the : paſſenger 
vith a view of the moſt majeſtic natural ſcenery. „„ 
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NUMBER XIV. 


PARISH or CRAIGNISH, 


| p c FP e eee; 7 Inveraray. e 
| of E 4 "i 5 


By the Rent Mr Lienban Lach RN 


| Sail and Climate. | 


THIS oath,” is ſituated on the thare of the Atlantic, 


The country is low and level. The ſoil in general is 
fertile. It is a mould in which the clay predominates.—lt is 
not deep, bur it is true; and will not diſappoint the huſband- 


man who will beſtow any labour or expence in the cultiva- | 
tion of it. But the climate, which is extremely moiſt and 
variable, often blaſts the moſt flattering appearance, and diſ- 

appoints the farmer's hope. The air, owing to the vicinity 


of the weſtern ocean, and the clouds thence rolled in by the 


8. W. wind, is continually, for nine months in the year at 
leaſt, charged with vapour; and in the months of July and 
Auguſt, which determine the fate of the barley and oats, 
there is generally ſuch moiſt rainy weather, that the crop ei- 


ther lodges, or never fills; and, upon the whole, the average 


return from oats is not above three ſeeds, nor from barley above 


four leeds. —Sometimes a furious gale from the N. W. black- 


ens and breaks the potatoe ſtalks, and deprives the poor peo—- 
15 ple 
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ple of the only aff which they have to lean to for ſubliſt- 
wy This was remarkably the caſe in the 1790. 


But the climate, though unfriendly to agriculture, is quite. 


ſalutary to the human ſpecies, and every other animal. The 


people enjoy good health, —Though no remarkable inſtances. 
ol longevity have, for ſome time paſt, occurred among them, 
they in general arrive at the ordinary peri6d preſcribed to 
the human race; and ſome of them who are verging towards 
go, poſſeſs an uncommon degree of bodily ſtrength and men- 
tal vigour. Far removed from that intercourſe which, while 
it poliſhes the manners, corrupts the heart, and undermines 
the conſtitution of man, it was their happineſs to have led a 

fimple frugal life; and as they were ſtrangers to thoſe ex- : 
ceſſes to which luxury leads, they are now unacquainted with 
thoſe diſtempers which it generates. The fever, indeed, is 
the greateſt enemy they have to dread, Some inſtances of a 
dropiy in the belly occurs; and, it is affirmed by the aged, | 


upon whole experience and obſervation in this caſe we muſt 


reſt, that this complaint is much more prevalent through the 
whole country, than it was 50 or 60 years ago, and that it is 
becoming more general. Suppoſing this to be a fact it is not 

ealy to account for it, The cauſe, however, which is com- 
- monly aſſigned, and which ſeems moſt obvious and plauſible, 
is the immoderate uſe of the potatoe root. What quantity 
of wholeſome nouriſhment this plant is naturally qualified to 
impart to the human frame cannot be determined; but it is 
well known, from experience, to need the aſſiſtance of animal 
tood, or fome other nouriſhing ſubſtance, in order to ſup- 
Port the frame in any kind of vigour; and, if without this, 
it can be ſuppoſed to have any tendency to contaminate the 
animal juices, the above reaſon will appear more probable, 
becauſe the poor people live almoſt wholly on this root.— 
Beef they cannot afford to eat, and they are almoſt equally | 


ſtran gers-. 


438 | 2 Aceoint- 


| Araingd POW mutton .—Nay, for a confiderable part of the 


year, while the potatoes abound, many of them do not taſte 


Tides and P. iſh, —In the channel betten this bein md 


the iſlands to the weſt, the tide is very rapid, and the ſea 
generally very boiſterous, The tide of flood ſets in from the 
' Triſh Channel, between the main-land and the iſland of Jura, 
A branch ſtrikes off to the weſt, between Jura and Scorba, 
through the narrow gullet called in Gaelic Corryvracken, or 
the Gulf of Brachan. The tide of ebb ſets down this chan- 


nel from the north, and a branch puſhes in from the weſt 


through the above gulf with uncommon violence. The rage 

of the tide in this narrow paſs, eſpecially when irritated by 
the winds, is inconceivable. The people, at the turn of the 
tide, fiſh about it in moderate weather; but in the calmeſt 
day they muſt make for the ſhore, before the tide ſhall ac- 
quire any degree of ſtrength. Another branch of the chan- 


nel tide paſſes to and repaſſes from Lockerinan to the ſouth, 


by the point of Craigniſn. At the point, and between two 
Hands which lie a little to the weſt, it is remarkably violent; 


and ſtrangers in open boats have often been fatally deceived 
by keeping cloſe to the land for ſecurity. Some years ago in 
particular, two ſmall boats were loſt in this current. They | 
were part of a frail fleet from the North Iſles, loaded with 
fiſh, and preſſing under every h round the Mull of 


Kintyre to a market. 


The only fiſh that is caught in any 7 quantity 0 on the 45 | 


is a kind of grey fiſh called Seathe. When the weather ad- 


mits of it, this fiſh may be had in great abundance, In an 
evening and morning, the only time of the day when it will. 


take the fly, a man may, to his own ſhare, catch 9 or 10 
ſcore. - The fiſh, indeed, is not very delicate, but it is whole- 
ſome; 


fold at 16 d. per Scotch pitt. Perhaps cod and ling might be 


which they haunt. Indeed, while the country ſhall remain 


manufactures to collect its inhabitants, to increaſe conſump- 
at more than bare ſubſiſtence. The herriny ſometimes find 


kind of fiſhing is precarious, the people are ſeldom proper- 


upon the coaſt, a man with a few nets will more than ſupply 


hundred. When a ſupply from Ireland is mentioned, it is 


nagement, is an article with which the people in the High- 
lands can never be properly ſupplied. The want of ſtores ju- 


Vito that ſtand in the way, render it impoſſible to make a 
general proviſian for a herring fiſhing which, on many parts 
of the coaſt, is tranſitory and precarious. Thus ſmuggling is 


tributing leſs or more to the wealth and proſperity of the na- 
tion, are for ever loſt. 


Populaticn, 


ſome; and it elde a confiderable quaneky of ol, which i is often 


found ; but no attempt has been made to difcover the banks 


ia its preſent depreſſed condition, without trade and without 


tion, and circulate money, it is morally impoſlible that the 
exertions of induſtry ſhould, in this, or any other reſpect, aim 


their way to the final creeks upon the coaſt; but the great 
tide is ſo near, that they are ſoon ſwept away; and, as this 


ly prepared for it. If, however, they continue for any time 
his own family. The price depends on the quantity of ſalt 
in the country at the time. If this commodity, as often hap- 
pens, is ſcarce, it is vain to filh more than they can cat, un- 
til a ſupply ſhall come from Ireland; but if there is plenty of 


ſalt, the herrings will fell at 18. and ſometimes 1 8. 6 d. per 


proper to obſerve, that ſalt, under the preſent ſyſtem of ma- 


diciouſly difpoſed through the country tlie bonds and pro- 


encouraged, nay, made neceſſary; and thus the fiſhing in 
general is diſcouraged and thus many opportunities of con- 
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; Unmarried men above | 


Unmarried women a- 


kr. 1755, 769 


In 1760, 650 


TRY In 1791, 770 
f Number. of males, 1 
Females 395 
. Married perſons, 5 2094 
Children at an ave. 


rage from each 
marriage, 3 


"= 0 


„„ 5 1 


bove 45, bo 3 

Widowers, = i; 
Widows, = „ 27 
eee 2 
5 Proprietors reſiding, 2 
Non-refiding, 1 
8 

Schoolmaſter, = . 


Valued rent in Scots money, 21 971. 17s. 
Real rent, anno 1791, in Sterling, 1 500 IJ. 
Number of horſes, 118, average at 7. Wa 826 o 0 


Black cattle, 903, ditto at 41. 


Sheep, 1130, ditto at 5 s. 6d. 


| Cultivation and Productions. In this, as in moſt Highland 
pariſhes, the people follow the old ſyſtem of agriculture with 
little or no variation, They have neither ſkill nor encou- 
ragement to attempt any material change. They hold their 
farms, ſome of them, on ſhort or no leaſes. They are ſub- 
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Farmers above 501. e 


8 1 We % 2 
Male farm ſervants, 2h 
. Female ditto, PET. 
| Weavers, - im." þ 
Shoemakers, 4 
Taylors 


„ 
Annual income, 5 J. 108. 
Young perſons taught 

Engliſh, writing, &c. 40 

1 3 
P 
Ploughs, - 3 
Children under 10, 211 


annum, „ tim 
Ditto uber r gol. 1 48 Ger 
Smith, . the 


Ditto from Io to 20, 90 


= OR. 3612 0 0 
We, 916 1 
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L. 4748 15 0 


jected 
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5d to ſervitudes, which muſt be performed at ever 75 
time they are exacted. Their fields are neither regularly 
formed, nor properly incloſed ; and there is no lime, marl, 
or ſhell ſand which they can conveniently get to improve 
their land. Theſe circumſtances concurring with the natural 
indolence of the people, lead to an eaſy conjecture of the 
conſequence, — Squalent arva, /qualentque coloni. But, though ö 
their mode of cultivation is injudicious, and their efforts i in 7 
the proſecution of it are feeble, they derive much advantage 
from implements of huſbandry, tighter and better conſtruc- 
ted than thoſe formerly uſed, particularly the plough. They 
all now have neat light ploughs, which, with two borſes, 


perform more work than the old machines could do with 
four, Carts have been lately introduced ; and more would 


' be uſed, were the roads made paſſable for ſuch \carriages. 


But theſe are quite neglected. The ſtatute labour is not 
employed on them; and it is probable the commutation for 


it will not for ſome time produce any materia] alteration, | 
The planting of potatoes in drills is another change which 


has lately taken place in their mode of cultivation, By this 


change the labour is diminiſhed, and the produce increaſed. 


But they alledge, that the ground is ſooner exhauſted by this 
than by the other method of planting. The only crops 


raiſed in the pariſh are oats, barley, and potatoes. The qua- 


my of their oats is, of late, greatly improved. The black 


oats, the only ſeed formerly uted, they have banithed ; and 
they are at much pains in getting good clean feed trom the 
tow country. As Mr Campbell of Craigniih is the only 


man in the pariſh who has his farm { ubdivided, and in pro- 
per order for improvement, he is the only man who ſows 

graſs ſeeds, Laſt year he had a good number of acres under 
clover and rye-graſs, and had 200 ſtone per acre of return, 


Were the farms put in ger condition, and the people en- 
Vor. VII. 3 K couraged 
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couraged t to follow his example, much advandinhe would re. 
ſult to the inhabitants; for, in ſuch a moiſt and change. 
able climate, they might depend upon green crops with 
greater ſecurity than on any other. They ſow their oats in 
the latter end of March, and their barley in the beginning of 
May. The latter they reap in Auguſt, and the former in 
October, and later, if the ſeaſon is cold; but all that they 
reap from their labour is not ſufficient for the whole yon. 
| Every ſummer they buy ſome meal. 


Lat l Gaelic or Celtic is 2 only language of the 


inhabitants, though they, in general, can ſpeak a little Engliſh, 


The names of places are derived from the Gaelic, and are 


expreſſive either of the ſituation, appearance, or poſſeſſion, 


Thus Grianaig, from Grian, ſun, ſignifies a ſpot expoſed to 


the ſun, or a ſunny ſpot; Lergachony, the moſſy country 
ſide; Barrachan, the eminence of Brackan. But there are 
two farms in the pariſh, Soraba and Gemmil, whoſe names 
are evidently Daniſh. What theſe words ſignify, it is im- 
poſſible to trace; but they are left behind to prove, along 
with the rude forts on the hills, that the brave and adven- 
turous Danes once occupied the Jow as well as the 82 : 


grounds of the country. 


3 . are ſimple and frugal in their mode 
of dreſs and living. They are attentive and prudent in the 

| management of their buſineſs ; diſcreet and judicious in their 
converſation ; hoſpitable, as far as their circumſtances will 


admit; and addicted to no vice in a remarkable degree. No 


capital crimes; no baniſhments ; ſeldom a quarrel, which 


laſt circumſtance may be much owing to the want of public 


houſes. There is but one; but that one is unluckily too 


near the church. It Is, however, a general grievance in 
1 75 | country 
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country pariſhes, that theſe tabernacles of iniquity ho al a de 


placed | too cloſe to the houſe of God. 5 


e i School —The ck has lately been Pant Fi 


hut the manſe, which, at firſt, was built very ſuperficially, 
and without offices, never was repaired, and is now in a ruin- 2 
ous ſtate. The ſtipend is 92 bolls meal, 8 ſtone weight, and 
about 231. money, including cl. for communion elements. 
The whole, at the common converſion, not exceeding 661. 
excluſive of the allowance for the elements. To this the 
gebe makes little addition, as it will hardly graze two cows, | 
if the four acres of arable, and theſe of the worſt quality, are 
cultivated, The incumbent muſt diſpenſe with the conve- 
nience of having a horſe, or find graſs for him; rather a 
hard alternative for a poor country parſon.— The ſchool ſa- 
lary is only 100 merks, and 50 s. ariſing from a mortification, 
which, along with perquifites, may amount to about 201. 
fer annum; A miſerable allowance to a man of genius for 
employing his time and talents in qualifying the riſing gene- 
ration to fill up the vacant ſtations in ſociety with honour. 
What a reproach to the people of Scotland, that this moſt 
uſeful claſs of citizens, in their late attempt for a ſmall aug- 


mentation of ſalary, could not find, among all thoſe who re- 


ceived the early benefit of their inſtruction, one to ſupport 
their honeſt cauſe |! At this rate, the ages of darkneſs will 
| again commence ; and Scotland will, ere long, be as remark- 
able for wealth and i Ignorance, "as it was formerly for poverty 


and learning. 


Wages. —A 83 has 18.; 2 taylor has 8d. per 
day, and his meat; a ſhoemaker 6 d. for each pair of ſhoes, 
and his maintenance. Servant men have from 41. 10s. to 


61, per annum, and ſervant maids from 21. 10s. to 31. It 
8 3 iS 
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; is not eaſy to calculate the earnings of a common Lowe, 
or the expence of his family, for the year. As there are ns 


Works of any importance or extent carrying on, they cannot 


wie regular employment. Though, therefore, a labourer 


1 15. per day, the amount of his earnings at the year end 


may not exceed 9 l. or 101, Out of this he muſt pay a Tmart 
rent for the miſerable hut which helps to ſhelter him. He 


muſt ſerve his ſuperior for 12 days. His children, until they 
are fit for herding, are a dead weight upon him; and his 


wife can contribute little to the common ſtock ; for ſhe muſt, 
in ſome places, ſpin ſo much to the landlady without food or 
payment; and ſhe muſt draw money from the poor huſband's 
pocket to purchaſe half a dozen of hens and eggs, to be given 


alſo to the landlady as a preſent, or rather as a further token 
ol vaſſalage. Yet, under all theſe difadvantages, they b 
mitt to ee up a — or to hens th thei _m 


my ee this pariſh are many fortified eminences, 


Tuppoſed to be Daniſh forts. Theſe ſtrong holds of the er- 


1y but uncivilized inhabitants of the country are rude in con- 


ſtruction, and narrow in extent. They were reared without 


lime or mortar of any kind. Stones of enormous weight 
were dragged from a diſtance, and up hill; and theſe ſtones 


' were all placed lengthways, towards the center of the wall. 


circular form, a figure which the ſituation of the ground 


far as can be conjectured from the ruins that lie ſcattered 
at the foot of it. Upon the whole, thoſe wretched retreats 
of barbarity and violence afford a ſtriking proof of the 
*Krength and Perſevermes of the ant at that early 


r ee 8 | | | period 


— 


The dimenſions of one of theſe towers was taken. It is of 2 


compelled them in general to adopt. The diameter is 27 
feet, the breadth of the wall 7, and the height 12 feet, as 


— of theit er ee and, vice Viewed 
with a philoſophie eye, they maſt excite, by contraſt, the 
moſt pleaſing ſenfations im the breaſt of the beholder ; For, 
whether they were built by Danes or Celts, or both, they 
imprels ſtrongly on the mind the violence and wretchedneſs | 
of che times in Which they were conſtructed; and muſt en- 
dear to the prefent race that fecarity and happineſs which 
they enjoy in a period nnn and ee a . 
ment better regulated. e | 

wm the ſtrath of the pariſh many 4 monuments „ of death. — 
pear, which, in an artlefs, but ſtriking manner, record the 
dattles of former times. There many grey ſtones rear their 
heads in the heath, ro mark the graves of fallen heroes. A 
cluſter of theſe rude obelifks is to be ſeen quite clofe to Ge- 
neral Campbell's houſe of Craigniſh. This curious collec. 
non, the General, with a laudable reſpect for antiquity, has 
| allowed to ſtand unmoleſted. Farther up the valley, towards 
de mountains, one of more than ordinary ſize was erected, 
o diſtinguiſh the grave of a warrior, who, as is ſaid, fell 
there in the purſuit. Some remains of cairns, or heaps of 
ſtones, that covered the graves where the aſhes of the dead 
were depolited, are allo to be ſeen. This place is reported 
| by tradition, to have been the ſcene of a bloody engagement 


| detween the Danes and the natives. In this action, Olaus, 


faid to have been a ſon of the King of Denmark, was flain. 


Near the field of battle, there is a little mount or tumulus, 


- which is dignified by the name of this hero; it is called, to 
this day, Dunan Aula, or the Little Mount of Olaus. There, 
it ſeems, he was interred ; and not many years ago, as fome 
workmen were employed in incloſing this ſpot, they diſco- 
vered, after removing ſome looſe ftones, a grave compoſed of 
four flags. Upon inſpecting this repofitory, they found an 
urn. Imagining they had got a treaſure, they broke it; but 
| | (0 


- faith; for the practice of burning the dead, if it was common 
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to. their great diſappointment, they found nothing there but 
the aſhes of Olaus.—General Campbell converted this mount 
into a family burying place. It is incloſed and planted, Qu 
the top of it a neat monument is built; and there the Ge. 
neral lately depoſited the remains of his only ſon, a pro- 
miſing youth of 3 or 4 years of age, whoſe death muſt have 
| deeply. wounded the paternal feelings, as he was given to his 
parents at an advanced period, and cut off in the bloſſom of 
life. Though it is impoſſible to fix the date of the above 
. battle, it muſt certainly be very remote, previous, at leaſt, to 
the converſion of theſe northren nations to the Chriſtian 


in theſe countries, was diſcontinued —_= the eſtabliſhment of 
_ Chriſtianity og them, 


„ 5 and 8 —This pariſh has no oe 
| local advantage, but it has one in common with others on the 
weſt coaſt, its convenient ſituation for the fiſhing. To over- 
dalance this, it labours under ſome diſadvantages. The fuel, 
which is peats, is ſcarce, and of a bad quality. Lime: ſtone 

is not eaſily procured; and though it were, they could not, 
for the above reaſon, avail themſelves of the advantage to 
any extent, Beſides, by the intervention of the point Kin- 
tyre, a commercial intercourſe with the low country is ren- 
dered very difficult and expenſive. To meliorate their con- 
dition in all theſe reſpects; to promote, at the ſame time, the | 
proſperity and happineſs of the Highlands in general, and 
to raiſe its inhabitants to that degree of political importance, 
which their local advantages might enable them to attain, 5 
two things are neceſſary, an exemption from the coal duty, 
and a canal at Crinan, to open an expeditious and ſafe com- 
munication with the more improved and opulent parts of the 


kingdom. To accompliſh either of theſe objects, is no doubt, 


\ matter of conſiderable difficulty; but from the liberal po- 
licy of this enlightened age, and from that ſpirit of patrio- 
tiſm which is already fo forward to deviſe and execute plan? 
of public utility, it is reaſonable to hope, that neither of 
them may prove impracticable, if the public attention is once 
engaged by their importance. To extend the coal tax, to 4 
country circumſtanced as the Highlands is, may be confider- 
ed 3s a meaſure, at once grievous and injudicious. In many 
places there are few or no peats; in others they are a 
very inconvenient diſtance from their habitations; and in all 

it requires ſo tedious a proceſs to ſecure any quantity, that 

the people, idle as they in general are, ſeldom provide enough . 

for the ſeaſon; and the leakineſs of the climate often de- 
ſtroys all. This was in a remarkable manner the cafe in the 
1788, when the poor people were obliged, in the middle of 
inter, to come from many of the iſlands to the mainland, 
and carry heather from the tops of the mountains. Thus 
circumſtanced many are compelled, though at a vaſt expence, 
to get coal from the low country; and more would provide 8 
in the ſame way, were they able to bear the accumulated ex- 
pence of freight, duty, and cuſtom-houſe fees. Indeed the 
heavy freight would render coal a dear article in the High- 
lands, independent of duty and cuſtom-houſe dues ; but when 
thele are ſuperadded to the extraordinary expence they muſt 


incur from their particular ſituation, it is a great grievance, e- 


ſpecially when an infignificant duty, laid on at the pit, would 


de more productive, and leſs felt, and when many methods 
of commutation might be deviſed. —But it appears not leſs 
injudicious than grievous.— Since the ſeparation of the Ame- 


rican colonies, the attention of the nation has been very wiſe- 


y directed towards the improvement of the natural reſources 


of the country. The unimproved ſtate of the Highlands has, | 


in this view, excited a degree of public ſpirit that does honour 


to 
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arts, manufactures, and induſtry, into that depreſſed wy be- 
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to the heart and underſtanding of many noble and "Ay 
_ "able individuals. Liberal ſubſcriptions have been made; nd 
1 villages are now a building, for the purpoſe of i 


glected corner of the kingdom. But this very patriotic de. 
| : ſign will, in a great meaſure, be fruſtrated, by the ſcarcity of 
fuel, or the labour that muſt be beſtowed upon it. The pro- 
greſs of improvement will be checked, for want of proper 
materials to burn lime; and manufactures, under this parti- 
_ cular diſadyantage, can never flouriſh ; for it is well known, 


that meal, at a moderate price, and fuel eaſily procured, ate 


two things neceſſary for their encouragement in this country, 
A canal acroſs the neck of land, between Crinan and 
| Lochgilphead, would greatly improve the above advantape, 
by rendering the proviſion of fuel more certain, and leſs ex- 
penſive. And without remarking the benefit that would re. 


| ſult from it to the trade of the nation in general, in peace or 
war, it muſt appear neceſſary, in a particular manner, for the 

encouragement of the fiſheries on the weſtern coaſt ; for 
though this coaſt is ſo extenſive, and the fiſhing ſtations are 
{o numerous, nothing will call forth the exertions of the 


People, with any degree of vigour or ſucceſs, but a conve- 


nient market, This, in their preſent fituation, they cannot 


have; they will, therefore, become the prey of a few greedy 


monopolizers. A few ſtores ſupplied with neceſſaries, aud 
theſe neceſſaries charged at double value, will draw into a few 
hands the profits of the whole buſineſs, and the poor people 


will be compelled to part with the fruit of their labour for 
Half value; beſides, that many lives that are loſt upon the 


| boiſterous Mull of Kintyre might be ſaved, But the necefli- | 


ty of opening this communication, and the encouragement it 
would give to trade in the Highlands and Ifles, will appear 
in 2 — light, by juſt remarking the labour and perſeve- 


Fance 


07.83 7 „ Þ 7. 8 Bo: 


rnce with which the inhabitants have endeavoured, $6 tive 


paſt, to forte trade with the low country, in their open 
Birlins.— Through the ſounds, between the lands and mam 


hnd, they proceed with tolerable ſecurity to the coaſt of 


Kintyre; but there they are faced by the lriſh bande and 
the raging tides on the point of Kintyre: Jahn e 
this proſpect, they puſh into Weſt Loch Larbert — the 9 ar | 


unload their cargo, drag the boat and cargo acroſs the, Nas - 
row neck, reſhip their goods 1 on the caſtern e and ro- 


ceed to Clyde. | DEE TT 


Upon the whole, it is to be hs. that thee generous. a 


ciety, who have already made ſuch exertions to raife the 
Highlands from its preſent ſtate of obſcurity and- inſiguiſi- 
cance, will make ſome attempt to accomplith the above im- 
portant objects. It is alſo to be hoped, that every enlighten- 
ed and liberal. ſpirit in the nation, will co-operate in the laud- 
able deſign. And it would be injurious to ſuppoſe, that go- 
vernment, who are appointed for the ſecurity and happineſs _ 
of the people, and whoſe ends are ultimately ſerved by the 
encouragement of arts, and improvement in every quarter of 
the kingdom, would refuſe to mitigate the falt and coal grie- 


vances, or even deny, in the preſent flourithing ſtate of af. 
airs, a {mall contribution towards opening the above com- 
munication. | | 


„ on. 
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NUMBER XVI * XLVIL 


UNITED PARISHES OF CROSS AND BUR. 
NESS, in the Ile of N and of 9 
RONALDSHAV. WD, 


(eau f Or kney,—Preſbytery of 2 North le. eee 
9 Gd * 


Including alſo-the PARISH of LADYKIRK, in n the 
Ie of Banday, Oey” vacant. 5 


* the Reverend Mr WiILLIau Croveron, Minit of 
5 . , Burneſ , and North  Ronaldſpay.” 


Sandi and North 8 


ME extent of the iſle of Sanday is 12 miles long, and 

_ varies in breadth from one mile, or leſs i in ſome places, 

to two or three miles in others. Its form is very irregular 
and, by reaſon of its ſeveral extended points and indented 

| bays, reſembles a lobſter, as Mr Murdoch McKenzie ſays, 
Who is a native of this country, and ſurveyed theſe iſlands 59 
years ago. The iſle of North Ronaldſhay is about two miles 

long, and one mile broad. Its ancient name is the fame 
with the modern one, as appears from Torfeus, who calls it 
Rinarſeya.— The iſland of Sanday is bounded by the ſea; ſe- 
parated from the iſle of Stronſay, on the ſouth, by a channel 
of a league broad; from the iſle of Eday, on the weſt, by a 
channel of half a league; and, on the north, from North 
Ronaldthay, 


of Crgh Burngh, c. 431 


| fondldſhay, by a channel from 1 to 27 leagues.—The iſles 
of Sanday and North Ronaldſhay are both of them low and 
flat, particularly on the eaſt coaſt ; ſo that they cannot be 
ſeen from the ſea but at a ſhort diſtance, which occaſions 
their being ſo dangerous to ſhipping, When the ſpring- 
tides are high, the ſea ſometimes meets at one place, and 
covers the plain, where ſheep and cattle formerly paſtured ; 
but this happens but rarely. In many places the ſea gains 
upon the land; and, in a few places, the land gains on the 
ſea, by throwing up banks of ſtones and ſand, which ler ve as 
rupparts or dykes againſt its future attacks, 


Traditions —Traditions reſpecling the incroachments of the 
ſea are, 1/7, That a ſhoal, 2 miles from the ſhore, on the 
north ſide of the iſle of Sanday, called Rinnabrect, was for- 
merly land, and a field where they uſed to play at the foot- 
ball; 2dly, That the Bay of Otterwick, (by ſome thought | 
corruption of Odens Wick, the Scandinavian deity), on the 
north fide of the iſle of Sanday, now of extent a league long, 
was formerly land, and that it was covered with trees. In 
ſupport of this tradition, are ſhown what looks like the de- 
cayed roots of trees, along the thore, only to be ſeen at the 
loweſt ebbs. How far this tradition is to be credited, is un- . 
certain, fince Torfeus ſays of the Orkney iſlands, Huis carent: 
but, when he relates the ſtratagem by which an expelled 
Count of Orkney, who fled for aſliſtance to Norway, reco- 
vered the country from the uſurper, he ſays, large piles of 
wood were laid in every iſland, to be ſet on fire upon the 
fight of the f hips that ſhould return with the expelled Count, 
thereby to communicate the intelligence more readily to him 
who was in poſſeſſion of the Orkneys, and who reſided in 
the largeſt iſland, formerly called Pomona, now main land. 
From whence, then, it mar be aſked, did they get 10 much 
| wood, 


. Statiſtical Account 


; | 
*. 


* 9 it none grew in the iſlands, ſince their intercourſe 


5 then with woody countries muſt have been very limited, as 


5 theſe Counts diſputed the poſſeſſion of theſe iflands about 
the 10th. century? If we go as far back as-the days of 
Ollian, we find he ſays there were woods in theſe iſlands; 

for in his poem of Carric-thura, in which he relates Fingats 
expedition to afliſt Cathulla King of Iniſtore, or Orkneys, he 


” Hays, a rock bends along the coaſt, with all its echoing wood, 


This is perhaps only a poetical licence; but, as he is the 


Homer of Scotland, if we pay the ſame regard to the truth 
of his geographical deſcriptions, as the Greeks did to thoſe 


of Homer, his teſtimony is of ſome weight. Be this as it 


may, it is certaia there are no trees in any of whe OP 


iſlauds at Preſent. 5 


| 801. — The ſoil is almoſt every where mixed with fad; and, 


in many places, is entirely ſand ; and, where this laſt is the caſe, 


it is not cultivated, unlets there be pienty of ſea-ware to ma- 


nure it with. 80 Horſe loads of ſea-ware lrave been ſometimes 


carried half a mile, to be laid on a piece of ſandy ground, 
which produced but one boli of bear in return. The black 
Earth mixed with fand, and ciay unix d with ſand, are the 


beſt foils. As a great quantity of corn mult be paid in kind I 
to the ſuperior, or Lord Paramount of thele iflands, the 


| farmers cannot afford to meliorate the ſoil, by fallowing or 
by green crops; and therefore it may be thought, that the 
ſoil is, in ſome degree, exhauſted ; for it is agreed, that this 
Tea-ware dees not better the ſoil beyond the preſent crop; 
and, by the accounts of former crops, it appears they were 
better; at the fame ti me, it is indiſputable that farming is 
now better underſtood. The foil cannot be called bad, unce 
it has produced bear and boats, in conſtant ſucceſſion, paſt the 
memory of man, which an Engliſh or Lothian farmer 


i dai, bref, i 5 


think incredible, The ſoil in the iſle of North Ronaldſhay 


js alſo ſandy, but has a greater mixture of red clay. 


Air.—The air is rather moiſt and raw, which, by obſtruc- 
ting the perſpiration, often occaſions colds.— The moſt pre- 
railing diſtempers are colds, colics, cutaneous eruptions, ſcor- 
butic complaints, and rheumatiſms, which laſt the people 
generally call the gout: All which probably proceed from 
cold and wet clothes. There are ſome inſtances of the ſero- 
phula, or King's evil, and 2 or 3 perſons afiitifted with the 
white ſwelling. Fevers ſometimes prevail; and, when they 
ſeize one perſon in a houſe, they often affect the whole fa. 


mily. Relapſes are frequent, as they are not at pains to 
waſh the bed-clothes when they have recovered. —The ſea 


coaſts of the ile of Sanday may be about 12 leagues or more; 
that of North Ronaldthay 2 or 3 leagues. The ſhore is ge- 


nerally flat and fandy 1 in both e eſpecially | on the eaſt 


_ coaſts, 


5 Eiſb.— The fiſh canght are cod, ling, ſkate, holybut ;—but 
the fiſh moſt generally caught, and the moſt uſeful, is a grey 


fiſh here called cuths, of the fize of ſmall haddocks, and is 


the ſame with what on the ſouth coaſt is called podley, only 


the cuth is of a larger ſize. The inhabitants eat them; and 


they produce oil for houſehold ute. No fith of any kind, or 


oil are exported to any foreign market; the people being em- 
ployed in making kelp during the ſummer ſeaſon, have not 


time for fiſhing, Lobſters are caught, and brought to the 
London market by ſmacks; but none of the people of theſe 
two iſlands are employed in catching them, for the reaſon al- 


ready mentioned. The foreſaid grey fith are caught from 


ne middle of ſummer, to the beginning of ſpring. The ſeal 


en theſe ſhores, but not in oreat number. The otter 


18 
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is ſometimes, but rarely cg. A variety of ſea plants are 
thrown aſhore by ſtorms, Sponges are found. Not many 
| ſhells or corals. Cockles are found in two places only, and 
in ſtill water. No oyſters, In the iſle of North Ronaldſhay 
they catch ſeals in nets; but they alledge the light-houſe 


95 lately erected there frightens them from their coaſts. The 


people there have been in uſe to eat the . and tender 
— | | 


* cl A general manure in theſe iſlands is the ſea- 
weed or ware, which is driven aſhore in ſtorms, ſo that the 
farmer anxiouſly waits for a gale of wind from that quarter 
of the compaſs that will ſupply him with it, and as theſe 
iſlands receive it from every quarter, if the gale is ſtrong e. 
nough to break it away from the deeps of the ocean where it 
grows, it always ſupplies ſome place: but the tides often car- 
ry it away from the ſhore, ſo that when it comes, every other 
work is ſuſpended, until it be carried from the reach of the 
| ſea, which neceſſarily occaſions the farmers keeping a greater 
number of ſervants and horſes than they would otherwiſe do, 
for if the ſandy grounds are not well manured with this they 
give no crop · In the Weſt India iſlands where they uſe this 
ſea-weed, or varech, (as it is there called), they ſuppole that 
the ſugars therewith produced, are of inferior quality to thoſe 
produced from other manures, ſo likewiſe, the corns raiſed 


py it here, are of inferior quality to thoſe raiſed by compoſt 


manures, at leaſt the boll weighs leſs, although the quantity 


0 produced from an acre is more than the produce o 1 an acre | 
dane with FO manure. | 


Kelp. 1 is about 70 years -Goce kelp was firſt made here. 
The quantity at firſt was inconſiderable, and the price low. 
For 30 years paſt it has been the ſtaple commodity of theſe 

iſlands, 


of Croſs, Burneſs, Cc. 455 
lands, and by the ſuperior {kill in making it, the quantity 
is doubled. Forty years ago the price it gave at market was 
40 or 50 8. per ton; but for 20 years paſt, it has given from 
zl. to 71. or even 81. a ton, which has greatly ſtimulated 
the induſtry of the people to make it. It was thought for- 
merly that only the tang which grows on the rocks could 
be made into kelp ; but within theſe 20 years it is found, 
that ſea plants of whatever kind can be made into kelp, and | 
of equal quality, as well as more abundant quantity, than the 
other, provided the ſalts are not waſhed away by rain, for 
great rains render it uſcleſs, or, if ny . but me; 
and bad kelp. | 

There is no illand in the Orkneys of the fine extent of | 
ſea coaſt, that produces equal quantity with the iſle of San- 
day, It generally produces one-fourth or one-fifth of the 
whole kelp made in all the Orkney iſlands ; ſo that when 
zoo tons are made in all the Orkneys, 500 or 600 tons of - 
that is made in Sanday. Highland kelp is preferred at Li- 
verpool ; but at Newcaſtle, and on the eaſt coaſt of England, 
the Orkney kelp is preferred, eſpecially by the manufacturers 
of crown glaſs. The alkaline ſalts are what conſtitute the va- 
lue of this commodity ; and chemiſts ſay, thoſe contained in 
kelp are of the moſt impure kind, and not equal to the ba- 
rilla from Spain, produced from the herb cali, and there. 
fore kelp ſells for one-fifth of the price of barilla.—620 tons 
have been made in Sanday one ſeaſon ; but the uſual or ave - 
rage quantity may be from 5co to 550 tons,—120 tons has 
been made in the ifle of North Ronaldſhay ; but from go to 
loo tons may be about the average quantity. The value of 
eſtates has been ſo raiſed by this commodity, that an eſtate 


which 70 years ago was not worth 491. Sterling a- year, is 
now worth zoo yearly. 


Tide. 


36 Sudeten lee 


' Tiles and Shoals, —The tide of flood ſets eaſtward, and that 
ol ebb weſtward, with ſome variation occaſioned by the re- | 
fiſtance it meets with either from ſhoals or head-lands. Its 
| velocity on the weſt end of Sanday | is 6 miles in the hour, 

| There is a tide ſets on the north fide of Sanday, 14 days in 
one direction. The ſhoal of Rinnabreck on the north fide 
olf Sanday is two miles from the ſhore ; and tradition ſays it 
Sl was formerly united to the iſland, and that the people uſed 
to play at the foot ball on it. It has been long an opinion, 1 
that a light-houſe might de of ſervice on the eaſt coaſt of 
theſe iſlands; and the truſtees, by order from government, 
have at laſt erected one, two years ago, on the north-eaſt 
Point of the ifle of North Ronaldſhay, of the height of 70 feet, 
By the report of ſome captains, they have already been bene. 
fited by it. Some are of opinion, it might have been of 
more ſervice on the Start, of eaſt point of Sanday. Time 

will ſhow if it diminiſhes the number of wrecks; z for in time 
paſt, theſe iſlands have been as fatal to ſhipping, as the iſle 

of Providence, and others of the Bahama iſlands i in che Weſt 

i Indian As. 9. 


Harteurs: 


That a light houſe was a neceſſary «it beſt appear tam the 


following liſt of ſhipping wrecked for the laſt 18 years, with the 


ſuppoſed value of ſhip and cargo. Some of the names are not 
recollected, but that is not material it, we can aſcertain the var 


e lue nearly. 


Year 


de 


457 


he iſle of San- 


of Croſs, Burneſs, | Sc. 


ipal harbours 


in t 


INC 


Us 


The two pr 


 Harbours 


day are, Kettletofit on the ſouth ſide, and Otterſwick on the 
north fide, both pretty ſafe, and of ſufficient depth of water, 
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and good anchoring ground. There are el nies or 
poists, as maybe ſeen by Mr Murdoch McKenzie's map, 
The moſt remarkable are Spurneſs, on, the ſouth-weſt ; Elf. 
neſs, Beaneſs, and Treſsneſs, on the ſouth ; the Start and 
Toftneſs on the caft, and the Holmes of Eyre on the north 
ſide. The two anchoring places ia the iſle of North Ronald. 


GE Og gs So” 5 80 5 thay 
Ee Sterling 

of the above Britain loſt, - 2830 IL. 75,500 
. Holland lolt, „ +. ?-: ---$6;000 
Denmark loſt, „* 90 20,000 

_ Paatzick loſt, WO. 4⁰⁰⁰ 


4880 Is 109,500 
Thus it appears, that from 177 3, to the preſent 1790, both in- 


dluſive, that is 18 years, there have been wrecked on theſe 
_ iſlands 28 30 tons Britiſh, value 75,5001.—7co tons Dutch, Va- 


lue 10,000l.—9g0 tons Daniſh, value 20,000 1. —and 400 tons 
Dantzick property, value 4000 |. —In all nearly 5000 tons, and 

above 1c0,000 1. value. It is true, that many of theſe veſſels 
were got off and repaired, and the cargoes partly faved ; but 
when the expenge attending this is conſidered, and the check it 
gives to the ſpirit of commerce, and the low prices the damaged 
goods bring, it is affirmed by ſome, that it would be for the in- 
tereſt of the concerns if the whole was totally wrecked. If ac- 
count had been kept of the wrecks in former years, it would, it 
is believed, have equalled the above in the number, and ſur- 
' Paſſed it in the value loſt. In 1740, the Suzcia Eaſt Indiaman 
of Sweden, was totally loſt on the thoal of Reep-dyke, on the 


eaſt ſide of North Ronaldſhay. Her cargo was ſuppoſed to be 


the moſt valuable ever ſhipped for Sweden, and, it is ſaid, colt 
at Bengal 150,000 J. Sterling; in conſequence of which loſs, the 
affairs of the Swediſh Eaſt India Company were greatly embar- 
raſſed. I think it was about the year 1760, the Crown Prince 
of Denmark, Faſt Indiaman, outward bound, was wrecked on 
North Ronaldſhay, with 60 cheſis of ſilver aboard. The money 


was ſaved. If the cargo of the Suæcia Eaſt Indiaman was elti- 


mated at its value in Europe, it would appear, that there. has 
been wrecked on theſe two iflands, even within half a century, 
property to the amount of at leaſt half a million Sterling. The 
intereſts of commerce therefore required, that the government 


ikould, as they have now done, erect a light houſe on one ot 
theſe iſlands, 
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hay are, Lidklets Bay on the eaſt, and Strommeſs Bay on the 
ſouth, neither of them perfectly ſafe. Its neſſes or points are, 
Stromneſs and Twigneſs on the ſouth; Brideſneſs on the 
| eaſt, and Denniſneſs on the north-eaſt. The Seal Skerry, 


| (fo called from its * the reſort of "—_— lies on the north 
hide. | | 


7 Riche — The higheſt grounds may be 500 feet above the 
ſea, The uncultivated grounds are covered with a ſhort 
heath. At the extremity of the iſle of Sanday, to the weſt- . 
ward, on the ſhore, for about 200 feet, is a ridge of rocks 
ſhelving to the ſea, which appears as if it had been once in a 
liquid ſtate, or calcined by fire. There is no tradition con- 
cerning it; but it is worthy of remark, that it bears the name 
of Heclabir, which name it probably has retained ſince the 
Danes poſſeſſed theſe ilands three centuries ago. Whether 
it has got this name from them, on account of its appearan ice. 
being fimilar to any thing produced by the eruptions of He- 
cla in Iceland, the learned can beſt determine, from the ety- 
mology of the word bir, There are no appearances around 
it which indicate a volcano, unleſs the ocean has covered its 
effects. 1 15 | 
There is no marble or moor-ſtonc. There is free-ſtone at 
the weſt end of Sanday, where the coaſt bears a reſemblance 
to the iſle of Eday, from which it is disjoined by a narrow 
channel, and which is entirely founded on free - ſtone. The 
ſurface alſo is ſimilar, and the extended point of the one iſ- 
land, in ſome meaſure correſponds to the indented bay on the 
bother. The ſoil of the north-ealt end of Sanday, alſo bears 
a reſemblance to that of North Ronaldſhay, from which it is 
ſeparated. There are ſome lates of inferior quality, For 


the beſt houſes, Eaſdale ſlates are uſed.— There are no mines 
ok any kind. 


2 nceroache 
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Encraich ents. Wy ſometimes Highline; that in the high 
ſpring tides in the month of March and April, when there is 


a torn, the fea forces itſelf through a ſandy bay on the 


forah He, and ſpreads over a low plain, which is not above 

3 feet above the level of the ſea, and is as ſmooth as the fa- 

mous plain of Runnamede, near Staines, and much reſembles 

it, except that it has not the ſame riſing grounds around it. 


If the ſea disjoins this iſland, it muſt be here. The re- 


port already mentioned, of the largeſt bay in the iſland 
| having been once a wood, and that the ſhoal of Rennabreck, : 
was once a part of the iſle of Sanday, is all that tradition 


| hands down, and aſſigns no period when it happened. If 
the ſea gains ſõ much on St. Mark at Venice; if the Good- 


win Sands were once land; if the Roman fleet uſed to an- 
chor on the coaſt of Italy, where cultivated lands now are, ; 
we may readily believe, that the land and ſea encroach on 3 
each other, in an iſland like Sanday, ſo low on the eaſt coaſt; 5 
as it is obſerved that bays are more frequently formed on the 
__ enſt coaſt, by reaſon of the earth's motion eaſtward, in con- 


ſ-quence of which the waters are protruded with more vio- 
ence. 0 


Pfenamena. There are ſeldom any remarkable phenomena 


in the air. When the laſt fire happened at Bergen in Nor- 
way, there was an unuſual redneſs diſcovered i in the horizon, 
approaching to flame, about eaſt by north from this iſland; and 
afterwards it was found to have been preciſely at the time the 


fre was there. Bergen lies eaſt, or eaſt by north from this 


iſland. In 1766, when there were great eruptions from Hecla 
in Iceland, there appeared ſometimes a ſmall duſt or athes float- 
ing in the air, which ſome imagined might have been from it. 


Animals, 
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Auimalt.— The quadrupeds are ſuch as are common; horſes, 
bulls, cows, ſheep, ſwine, and rabbits. —The domeſtic birds 
are geeſe, hens, and ducks.—The wild ſea fowl, ſoland geeſe, 
ſea gulls, auks, and a great variety of ducks, Swans reſort 
here in winter, and go northward in ſpring.— Wild land fowl 
re, eagles, ravens, crows, hawks, pigeons, and other common 
birds. A ſmall bird, rather leſs than a ſparrow, reſorts here 
in winter, ſuppoſed to be the ſame with what is by ſome cal- 
ld the Empreſs's bird in Ruſſia, and is called by the people 
here oat-fowls, becaaſe they prey on the oats. Some who 
have eat both kinds ſay, this bird is equally delicate eating as 
the ortolan. Grey plovers are here in great numbers in 
winter. 'The lapwing comes in February ; and hatches here 
in ſummer. Theſe iſlands are not remurkuble for breeding . 
cattle of N en qualities or r value, hs 


Pipulation.<The copulation , either in the charge of Croſs. 
kirk, or in that of Ladykirk, cannot be preciſely aſcertained 
_ preceding 1787. _ Subyoined 1 is the population then and at : 
preſent, as follows: 

In 1755, the numbers 1 in Croſskirk charge were rated at 
1250. 

In April 1787 „in Croſskirk parimj , „„ 581 | 
— — in rec pariſh, „ ' B 
— — — in the ille of North Ronaldſhay, bs; 384 


Total i in the 3 nel pariſnes . Croſskirk charge, 1353 


In April 1791, in Croſ:kirk pariſh, +- _ „ $99" 
in Burnels pariſh, - « "200 
© —— in thc lc ot North Ronaldſhay, - 420 

Total in the 3 united riſken of Croſskick charge, 1389 

By 
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By the above ſtatement of the population, in the 3 united 
pariſhes of Croſskirk charge, it appears, that the population 


in the two pariſhes of this charge, which lie in the ifle of 
Sanday, were preciſely equal, at the two above mentioned pe. | 


riods, the one pariſh having increaſed two, and the other de. 
creaſed two. In the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, the increaſe 
is 36; but from this we ought to deduct for a family of 9 
perſons, brought there to the light-houſe, and then there re- 
mains 27 increaſe from the inhabitants. This increaſe is 


probably owing to a greater number of marriages there of { 


late years, than is N at an average, and conſequentiy 2 
greater number of births. | 


: Population i in Labybirl Pariſh h, now vacant, 
In 17555 the numbers were - 750 


In 1 1787, by an exact enumeration, taken by the 


late incumbent's aſſiſtant, the number of fouls i in this 
nne were Va 45 = 803 


If it is wiſhed to have the population of theſe iſlands ſepa- 
_ rately, it only remains to ſtate them from the above thus: 
April 26. 1791. The number of W in Croſskirk pariſh 
were 8 * 8 8 - Os 579 
April 28. 1791. Wee of fouls in Burneſs pariſh, 399 
Auguſt 1787. The number at fouls in Ladykirk pariſh, 
which is now vacant, were 803; and as the above 
two pariſhes are preciſely the ſame as they were in 
1787, we may ſuppoſe they are nearly the ſame in 
this pariſh ; lay then in N pariſh, which is 


vacant, = N 5 1 803 


—— — 


Total number of ſouls in the iſle of Sanday, 1772 


Brought 


Api 


of Groſs, Bunt, r. 4563 


best over, 2772 
april 1792. is the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, the num- 
ber of fouls were „5 meets} 4 


| Total Ade of {ſouls bn both lands, | A192 | 


By Mr MKenzie's map, the iſle of Sanday contains 19 
ſquare miles, and, as there .are. 1772. perſons in it, this is 
93% perſons to a ſquare mile. If the proportion of the : 
ſeyeral pariſhes be wanted ſeparately, it is thus: 1 
Croſskirk parjſh, 7 ſquare miles and 579 e is 1835 10 
a ſquare mile. | | DN On 
Burneſs pariſh, 4 ſquare miles and 399 perſons, is 922 to "2 
| ſquare mile. 
Ladykirk. pariſh, 8 ſquare miles and 1 03 perſons, is 1001 to 
a ſquare mile. 
Ile of North Renelifher, 4 cquare miles and, 420 o perſons, 
is 105 to a ſquare mile, 
By this it appears, that the iſle of North Ronaldſhay has 
the greateſt number of perſons to a ſquare mile, which con- 
firms the ſuppoſition uſually made en that this ifland is well 


popled for its extent. 
| Subjoined 45 the” number of Males and Females in the 
_ of Croſikirk at two periods: Soy Ee 

om. Wales, Fen, 


April 1787, in Crofckirk ich; "hg 258 325 

— — in Burneſs parij, 1270 218 

———— in ile of North Rd, 1883 199 
Total! in the 3 united pariſhes, e 742 


7 67/2 
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: April 1791, „ in Croſskirk pariſn, „„ „ 
5 — in Burneſs pariſn, 2 1412 218 
— Aro in iſle of North Roraldſhay, | 211 209 
Art Total in the 3 uuited pariſhes 647 . 


denen pariſh, now vacant. ; 3 
| Maler. Fem, 
Avguſt 170% there were in | Ladykirk dad 393 4io 


AS this charge is vacant, the gs Population at preſent 


cannot be aſcertained. 
By the above it appears, that the proportion of males to 
I N in the ſeveral Prins, is as follows: 3 0 


. In Crofukirk Sei: Apel 1767 as 647 males to 725 © females, 4 
* ditto, April 1791, as 5349 males to 7 females. 
In Burneſs pariſh, April 1787, as 432 males to 528 females. 
In ditto, April 1791, as 442 males to 523 females. 
In iſle of North nn Apen I 7875 as FEES males to 432 
females. | 
In ditto, April 1791, as 525 males to 4 females | 
The whole population of the 3 united pariſhes of this charge 
when taken together, were, in u April: 17 as 1 525 males to 
1822 females. | 
Ditto, in April 1791, as 16 : mates to 1822 females. 
It muſt ſtrike the attention of the reader, that the males in 
the iſle of North Ronaldſhay bear a much greater proportion 
to the females, than in the two. other pariſhes of this charge; | 
and, in April 1791, are nearly equal. The reaton of ti: 
may be, that the young men of that iſland have not the tans 
inclination for going abroad as thoſe | in the iſle of Sanda) 
have, from a notion they entertain, that thoſe that leave the 
| | iſland 
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and are kadom fortunate.—The following. tables contain 2 
_ view of the RR: of melo iſlands. oh 


Lift of the Births i in 1 the pariſh of ct for two os. 
of 19 * each. 9 | 


2 ears Mobs. 155 F m. Maler more Fem. re Total. | 
Cog . than Fem. than Males. 
1748, %%% oo en © 
1749, | 1 14 5 
VV 
„„ 18 
1752, 12 1 5 | 
. 22 
„ 
1755s ©. * 
„„ 
+ Ro I 
1758, 20 Is - 
F 
1760, 20 1 
W 
1762, 14 13 
5 m 2 
1764, „„ 
VVA 
1 14 
360 318 „ 876 
The above are the births for 19 years, from 1748 to 1766 
incluſive, The yearly average of males is 1813. The year- 
ly average of females 1614. The yearly average of both 
3516. The proportion of males to females as 75 to 9, ſay 
s 9 wales to 75 females. 15 1 i 
Vol. VII. — IE... Years. 
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In this period of 19 years, from 1 771 to 1789 incluſive, the 
_ yearly average of males is 185% The yearly average of fe- 
males 1735. The yearly average of both 36. The propor- 
tion of males to females as 23, ſay 23 males to 22 females. 
Theſe are the births in the united pariſhes of Croſs, Burneſs, 
and North Ronaldſhay, the population of which is. 1353 ; ſo 

that the births are to the population as 1 to 3742 
By the foregoing ſtatement, it appears that the | collate 
can ſcarcely be ſupported, although there are few that emi- 
grate? j 
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gate 1 fad there are no ravages from any uncommon difor: 

ders. If, in Penſylvania, the population is doubled in 25, 
205 or even 15 years, according to Dr Franklin; if, even in 
Martinico in 1766, according to Raynal, the births were as 

1 to 30 whites, and as 1 to 25 negroes, we might wiſh to 
know what reaſons can be aſſigned for the inferior proportion : 
of births in a free and commercial empire the learned and 
philoſophical will ſay, that the ſouth is more favourable to 
population, and the means of ſubſiſtence more eaſily pro- 

cured. But may we not ſuppoſe, that great inequality of 


property, and accumulated taxes, are unfriendly to popula- = 


tion. Perhaps the want of fuel in theſe iſlands is a particu- 


lar reaſon ; as Lord Kaimes ſuppoſes, that warm lodgings are — 


neceſſary to promote 1 which the poor of thels 
| iſlands have not. 5 

The number of marriages for the Giſt e of 1 9 years, 
that is, from 1748 to 1766 incluſive, is 179, which is, at an 
average, 97% yearly, —The number of marriages for the ſe- 
cond period of 19, that is, from 1771 to 1789, both inclu- 
five, is 170, which is, at an average, 8% yearly. It is 
to be remembered, that births and marriages are com- 
puted only for the charge of Croſs, Burneſs, and North 
Ronaldſhay, the population of which is 1353.— The number 
of farmers in the iſle of Sanday is 47. The number of farm- 
ers in the iſle of North Ronald ſhay is 44. It muſt ſtrike the | 
attention of the reader, that, in ſach a ſmall iſle as North 
Ronaldfhay, there ſhould be nearly an equal number of farms 
as in Sanday, although neither its extent or population is 
above a fourth part of the iſle of Sanday. The largeſt farms 
in this country are in the ifland of Sanday; and all North 
Ronaldſhay is parcelled out in ſmall farms. 
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Lit of — and "RY in Laage pariſh, now 


— . Bee. | eee. 


Lari. Maler. Females, Total, 
o Ab. = © 
"3901s — 17 . 
VV 
V 
JJ TOLINS | PEO Loh 


2 5 


17 %% 1 1 
1786, „ . 
A 13 28 

1788, 12 „ 19 
AA > 32 95 
JJ I el 


os EE 184 163 347 | 61 = 3 
By this liſt it appears, that the average of baptiſms in this I 

pariſh, for the above 12 years, is nearly 29, or 287+ baptiſms I 
_ yearly; and, that the males baptiſed are, to the females bap- I 
tiſed, nearly in the proportion of g to 8, or as 9% males to 


8.3; females. The average of matfinges nearly 5 each year, 
or 52 x yearly. | 5 


The number of Farmers i in both thels iſlands is is as follows: 
— In Crokirk charge. _ 
11 Croſskirk pariſh, in the iſle of Sanday, 18 
In Burneſs pariſh, in the iſle of Sanday, V 
5 1 the iſle of North Ronaldſhay there are only 43 farm- 
ers that Keep a plough each; but there are 10 r 12 
more that cultivate a little ground, W FR 4; 
Total number of farmers in the 3 pariſhes of Croſckick 
charge —— 7 5 2 8 . 76 
The 


7 Gro Burn . 4 
dee over, | 4 


me number of farmers i in Ladykirk pariſh 9 24 
— 
Total number of farmer in both charges and ben 
„„ 0 3% Roby 100 


Hes e 7 ayhrs. | Shoema . + 
In Croſskirk pariſn, e mb! 
In Burneſs pariſh, . i eng 


ſn iſle of North Ronald- | TT 4 
Total in Crofckirk 25 1 : 
„„ 17 l 
In Ladykirk pariſh, V 
Total in both * e = 
and both iſlands, 3 24 . N 


There are a few uninhabited houſes ; but others have been 
alſo built, ſo that they are nearly the ſame as they were 4 
years ago, in the pariſhes of Croſskirk and Burneſs. In the 
Iſle of North Ronaldſhay, the pauſes - have increaſed as well : 
as the inhabitants. 55 

i Croſskirk 1 5 
Rae of hauſes | in A 1787 in Croſskirk pariſh, 118 


— . in Pur pr, 57 
— in iſe of North Ro- 


Total 236 
man of houſes in April. 1791 in Croſskirk pariſh, 115 
— —— in Burne pariſh, 79 
— — in i of North Ro- 
_— , 


Tota! 258 
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: By this it appears there has been an ned of 9 houſes in 
Burneſs pariſh, and the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, from April 


1787 to April 1791; and that there has been a decreaſe of 
; houſes i in Croſskirk pariſh, which makes the Increaſe on 


- the whole only 2. 


The number of houſes i in | Ladykirk avid, dan laſt num- 


5 bered by the laſt incumbent? s aſſiſtant in Auguſt 1787, were 
EP I 1 5 5. They have probably increaſed 4 or 5 ſince that time, 


By this it appears, that the proportion of perſons to 2 


Houſe is little more than 5 to each houſe, or family, in all | 
a” the other pariſhes except North Ronaldſhay, where the po- 


pulation has been increaſing z and there they are rather more 


Y than 6 to a houſe or family. If it is wiſhed to aſcertain the 
- rn e in 1 of the pariſhes, it is as follows : 


Houſes, Soul. 


: April 1791, in | Crofckirk pariſh, MY 0-8 5 
This is 51 7 perſons to a houſe, | 5 5 
April 1791, in Burneſs pariſh, = . 
I )bis is 455 4 perſons to a houſe. . 
April 1791, in iſle of North Ronaldſhay, | „ 
This 3 is 635 perſons to a houſe. T 
Total! in Croſskirk charge 258 139 
Auguſt 178), in Ladykirk pariſnß, - 175 155 S 
. This 1 is 54,5; perſons to a houſe, TO ene” ea 


Total in ban iſlands and both charges, 413 2192 


Fegetabl Preduftions and Cattle. —The two iſlands of San- 


day and North Ronaldſhay, in which theſe two miniſters | 
charges lie, produce bear, or bigg, and finall black oats, po- 


tatoes, cabbages, turnips, but no wheat or rye; of garden 


ſtuffs, onions, carrots, parſnip, and ſallad ſtuffs, There are 


no trees of any kind in theſe iſlands. Berry- buſhes may 


grow, but do not ſucceed well.— The number of horſes, 


horned 
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horned FRO, great and ſmall, dep; and ſwine, in theſe 
pariſhes, has been collected from the ſeveral tenants, and the 
moſt intelligent farmers, with as much preciſion and accu- 


racy as poſſible. But, before proceeding to give the liſt of 
them, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that, if any calculation, 
ſhould be made of the value of them, as they are all of a 


(mall ſize, it is to be obſerved, that to eſtimate the horſes at 


31. each, horned cattle, great and ſinall, at I 1. or II. 5 5. 
ſheep at 28. 6d, each, is a high computation. It will ap. 
pear there are a great number of horſes, which muſt be kept 
for the purpoſe of carrying the ſea-ware, which they do by 
two wooden creels, which are ſquare and ribbed, and one IT 
placed on each fide of the horſe, the bottom of which opens, 155 


ſo as to let the ware upon the ground it is intended to 


manure. Oxen are e uſed only for carts, and few or none for 


ploughing. : 
3 5 Hufe. He Catthe. Sheep. p 
In Burneſs pariſh, 21 1 235 1160 | ; 36 


In Ladykirk pariſh, now 


vacant, 1 — - | 380 631 2259 18 


Total in the iſle of Sanday, $56 1314 421 135 
In the iſle of North Ro- „ 
naldſhay, „% „ 29. ß 


Total in both iflands ang 


both charges, 1108 1570 611 137 


It is neceſſary to obſerve, that all the foregoing ſtocking is 
not the property of the tenants, at leaſt in the iſle of San- 
day. On ſome of the farms, a great part of the ſtocking 
| er to the e of the farm, and is valued and de- 


| 1 5 


2 & L OILY 4 * . . 
8 7 n — F n 
PPP . Ys 


— 2 — — — * » * Fn i. = = Fe * — 2 
z Oo Prom er CA CES - ——— — — 2 - = 
Le — r - n . 3 Derr — = — —— - — 
1 3 - * _ Bs — - - * — — Sz — — — 2 2 4, 


— * * — 
3 ; EXE a et 
— ne = a TE CIA En 


55 livered t to the ſucceſſive tenants, who mak deliver, on _ "MM 
: Ing i it, the like value. In the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, the 


ſtocking entirely belongs to the tenants. The ſtocking in 
Sanday, belonging to the — of the Sata is called 


fellow. 


1 ad Culture, — The only map of these 12 


is that done by Mr Murdoch MwKenzie, who ſurveyed 
them in 1746 or 1747. As his principal intention was to 
' ſurvey the ſea-coaſts, the area, or true extent of the ſurface 
of theſe iſlands cannot, perhaps, be exactly aſcertained, by 


reaſon, too, of the very irregular figure of the iſle of Sanday, 


But as Mr M*Kenzie makes the length of the iſle of Sanday 
to be 12 miles, and its mean breadth nearly 14 miles, this is 
18 ſquare miles; and, by the moſt exact meaſurement of his 
map, made by the aſſiſtance of Mr John Trail of Burneſs pa. 
_ Tiſh, the iſland of Sanday contains 19 ſquare miles; and the iſle 
of North Ronaldſhay 4 ſquare miles. If then the iſle of Sanday | 
contains 19 ſquare miles, and as 640 acres Engliſh meaſure 
make a ſquare mile, then 640 x 19==12,i60 acres, in the 
| iſle of Sanday. If the iſle of North Ronaldſhay contains 4 
| ſquare miles, then 4x 640=2560.—The quantity of acres | 
employed in raiſing corn, roots, &c. cannot be aſcertained } 
with any degree of preciſion, as there is no ſurvey or mea- 
| ſurement taken of the ſeveral farms, one or two excepted, 
The number of acres employed in raifing cabbages, turnips, 


or potatoes, is very ſmall, when compared with what is em- 


| ploged in raiſing bear or bigg, and oats, which two laſt are 
generally in equal quantities, and they alternately ſucceed each 


other. In the opinion of the moſt intelligent farmers here, 
rhe arable grounds may be computed at from 11 to 22 acres 
to each plough in the iſland of Sanday. As the farms are 


mall, and many ploughs kept in the iſle of North Ronald- 
Hay, it 1s ſuppoſed there is not more than 8 or 9 acres to a 


plough. 


of 05 Burn, Ye: 


at ST IRS 


plough, Tf then we compute upon this average or 25 oo | 
in Sanday, and 8 acres in North Ronaldſhay tc to a a plovgh, it | 


will t be i in the ſeveral pariſhes thus— $ 
i | Phughr. 1 cable afres 
in Crofckirk pariſh in the iſle of San« „ 


* %% EE” 
| In Burneſs pariſh in the iſle of Sanday, 2 OED er 
In Ladykirk n which is now va- . 
cant, N - I as 4 88 1 e EN 


Total number of W ind acres 25 = | | 4 By oO 
ſuppoſed in the iſle of Sanday, $5$55 15 0633885, 


In the iſle of North EO; SY RET). > 7 


Total ploughs and arable acres pe Bom 9ST 0 
{ed to be i in both iſlands, <= 158 ie 


The ploughs univerſally uſed in theſe iflands | is a ſmall 
ſngle-handed plough, perhaps not unlike the ancient Greek 
plough, and is very well luited to a a light ſoil, and breaks - 


the ground very well. 


There are no waggons in a theſe Nands,—The number of | 


carts 18 as follows . 


To 1 Carts. 
In Crofrkirk e Pee in the iſle of Janday, e 
In Burneſs ! in the iſle of Sanday, united to Croſs. | 
kirk, # - - - 8 
In Ladykirk pariſh in the iſle of Sanday, which is vacant, Fe; 
Total number of carts in the ill of Sanday, i in both 
miniſters charges F - "a+: 
In the iſland of North Ronaldſhay, which is united 0 
the charge of Croſskick, ; - . * . 
Total number of carts in both lands of Sanday and 
North 3 — - _ Be 
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5 The arable grounds are ſown with bear and oats alternate. 
| Wy, : and i in equal quantities to each, in the iſle of Sanday, In 
the iſle of North Ronaldſhay two-thirds of the arable grounds 


are ſown with bear, and one-third with oats. Each houſe 
has a ſmall cabbage garden, for rearing from 400 to 1 500 or 
2000 cabbages, but there are no cabbages in the fields. Theſe 


iſlands uſually raiſe more grain than is ſufficient for the in- 


| habitants, and alſo ſupply themſelves with beef, pork, mutton, 
and poultry. There i is uſually ſome bear or bigg, and ſome 


coat meal exported from theſe iſlands, except in years of fa. 
mine or great ſcarcity. After paying to Sir Thomas Dundas, 


as ſuperior, about 30 or 32 chalders bear, and a little oat- 
meal, as feu- duties, there is uſually exported from the iſle of 
Sanday one or two ſmall cargoes of 50 or 60 tons each, or 
from 400 to 800 bolls bear, beſides what is ſold in leſſer 
quantities by the ſmall farmers, which cannot be aſcertained, 
but is not conſiderable. This iſland alſo exports or ſells u- 
ſually from 300 to 500 bolls oatmeal annually. After pay- 
ing 41 or 5 chalders bear to Sir Thomas Dundas as ſuperior, 
and alſo to the proprietor 13 chalders or more as rent, from 
the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, the farmers there ſell ſome bear 
. and meal in ſmall quantities, which cannot be aſcertained, 
but is not ; confiderapie. 


Advantages ad Dar, Tho advantages of theſe 
' iſlands are, 1/, That as they are dry and level, the roads are 
never obſtructed, even by the greateſt rains. 2dly, The iſle 


of Sanday has two pretty good harbours, that of Kettletoft 


on the ſouth fide, and that of Otterſwick on the north ſide. 
34ly, As the ſhores are flat, with ſeveral indented bays, the 
ſea ware is lodged at different places, which is convenient to 
the farmers. 47/5, As the ſhores ſhelve by a gentle deſcent, 


they produge more kelp than in many other places, and from 
as this 


© yt 5 


e 
1 


of Croſs, Burneſs, &c. 45 8 
this tircumſtance, too, the ſhores are more eaſily wrought. | 
8154, As there are few high or craggy cliffs in theſe iſlands, 
the crop is not in ſuch danger in harveſt from the fea ſpray, | 


which is often hurtful in other parts of this country. 


The diſadvantages of theſe iſlands are as follows, ft, Al- | 


though there is a great proportion of theſe iſlands i in com- 


mon or waſte grounds, they have, through the ſcarcity of 
fuel, been moſtly cut up, and conſequently: produce but a ve- 
ry ſhort heath, on which, indeed, the cattle are let out to : 
paſture; but it yields but a ſcanty nouriſhment, and they 


muſt be fed with ſtraw, until the graſs comes up, which is 
not uſually before June, as the fields are all open, and herd-. 


ing not in uſe till then. 2d/y, There are no moſſes in theſe 


iſlands from which to cut peats, ſo that the inhabitants are 
obliged to go over to the iſland of Eday, and cut them there, 
which occaſions them great trouble and expence. Thoſe few 


who can afford it partly uſe coals from Newcaftle, which, by 
reaſon of the duty are dear; and therefore they juſtly conſider 

the duty as a great hardſhip, ſince it ſubjects the poor inha- 
bitants of the extremity of the empire to the ſame expence in 


this, as the rich inhabitants of the ſouth, and to pay to go- 
vernment, while thoſe of the rich counties of Lothian and 


Fife are exempted, 3dly, There are no ferrymen appointed, 


which is a great inconvenience in going to and from theſe, 


and many other iſlands in this county. 47%, There are no 


public or regular markets at which the farmers can ſell the 


produce of their farms, or ſupply themſelves with what they 
want to buy. 5zhly, As almoſt all the proprietors reſide elſe- 


| Where, the rents are all carried away to be ſpent out of theſe 


lands, and none of it returned either to labourers, or to the 
poor in acts of charity and benevolence, (except 81. Sterling 
yearly from Mr Traill, ſheriff-depute of Caithneſs) as would 


be the caſe if they were reſident. w_ The weights are 


different 
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different from what is uſed in other parts of the kingdom, 


and the ſtandard of them not exactly aſcertained, ſo that an 


equalization» of en ne and re would be very accept- | 


| 1 to e ar, ch 


(phat =The ally 3 ſpoke kin is the Engliſh 
The names of places, it is ſuppoſed, are moſtly derived from 


the Norwegian or Tuetonic. This may be judged of from 
the names of places ſubjoined.—Tour/ne/s, or Torſneſs, ſup- 
poſed to be a corruption of Thorſ- neſs. Otterfwick, formerly 


called Odinſ-wich, is a good harbour. Odin. Kar, the name 


of a houſe, 'Hi//y-how, the name of a houſe, and town of 
land. Reh, or Roa, a tide, where the ſea uſually runs high 
with ebb. Hecla- bir, the name of a piece of craggy-ſhore, 
of a curious appearance. The names of the extended points 


of land are as follows—Spurneſs, Elſneſs, Treſnefs, Lopneſs, 
Stromneſs, Lamieneſs, Strankquoy. The oldeſt ſirnames of 


FT pups here are Torfes, 1 ulloch, een Muir, Fea. 


" Weights, Meafures, Ge- Before vrdecedibg to | give the 
rental of theſe iſlands, it is neceflary to obſerve, that a great 


part of the rent is paid in kind; and that it is payable upon 


the pundlar and biſmar, and that theſe are a ſtandard of 
weights peculiar to this country, and have been uſed here e- 


: ver ſince the Danes had poſſeſſion of this country. To make 
| theſe weights be underſtood by thoſe who are only acquaint- 


ed with the ſtandard weights and meaſures in uſe in other 


parts of Scotland, it is neceſſary to ſtate how theſe weights 


effeir, and what proportion they bear to the meaſures and 


weights of Scotland, —There are two pundlars: The one cal- 


led the malt pundlar, ſo called becauſe uſed only to weigh 


7 
N 


malt and meal. The other is the bear pundlar, fo called 5% | 
caule vled to weigh bear only. The malt pundlar iss 


cas, hin, ke. 4 


| ad merks make 1 ſetting, equal nearly to 32 lib. | 
Dutch.—6 ſettings make 1 meel, equal nearly to 1 14 ſtone 
Dutch. The bear pundlar is to the malt pundlar nearly as 

2 to 3, and has the ſame names to the different portions of 
; 'S weight, that 1 is—24 merks make 1 ſetting, nearly equal to 
i ſtone 5 lib. Dutch.—6 ſettings make 1 meel, nearly equal 
to 74 or 7 ſtone Dutch. The biſmar is a ſmalley weight; 
and weighs from 1 to 24 merks, which laſt is denominated a 
ſetting or liſpund. The malt pundlar is uſed in weighing oat- 
meal or malt. The bear pundlar is ufed in weighing bear or 
bigg only. The biſmar is uſed for weighing butter, and o- 
ther things. The accounts of the rents payable in oatmeal 
and malt are kept in meels, ſettings, and merks, all of the 
denominat ion of the malt pundlar, as above, — The accounts 
of rents payable in bear or bigg are kept in chalders, meels, 
ſettings, and merks, all of the denomination of the bear 
pundlar, as above.—The accounts of rents payable in butter 
are kept in barrels, liſpunds, and'merks, which two laſt are 
:fnally paid by the biſmar. It is further neceſſary to ob- 
{erve, that a chalder of bear conſiſts of 36 meels on the bear 
pundlar; and, as the bear is of inferior quality, and uſually 
weighs only from 115 to 14 ſtone Dutch the Linlithgow boll, 
therefore 14 or 15 of a meel of bear is uſually equal to a boll 
of meaſure, and conſequently the chalder will contain 20 or 
21 bolls of Linlithgow meaſure. But, as this may not be un- 
derſtood even after the above explanation, it may be proper, 
iſt, To ſtate the rents of theſe two iſlands in the manner in 
which- they are paid by theſe weights ; and then to convert 
them into Scotch meaſure by the Linlithgow boll. 


State 
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WW. 


Croſskirk pariſh pays, = 
Burneſs pariſh pays, = | 
Ladykirk Pariſh, now vacant, pays, | 


- Total rent payable from the iſle of 


R_ Ss CSS - 

he ile of North Ronaldſhay pays 
of groſs rent, including rent of 
_ What is here called Kirklands 


and Toumaills, ſay of groſs 


rent, 


Total groſs rent payable from both 


"< 


It 


State of Payments by Orkney Weights. 


When 


— Pundla 
; : Bear * 


_— * 


Chald. meels. ſet 


19 22 4 


* 1 
| 239] 23 18 2 


Money. 1 


—"TBiſmar weight. 
FE ; Sterling. 


Bar. liſp. mks. 


2 


f . Baruch, Kc. 8 : 479 2 


| When theſe rents, or any part of them, are not paid in 
| kind, they are * converted t to "_ at Gs ay 8 
prices: | | „ | 5 


369 Poultry at 3d. per piece is, . 10 17 3 | 
79 Chalders 6 meels bear or bigg, at 61. Ster- 50 


ling per chalder, is, „ „ 1 

136 Meels 2 ſettings 12 merks oatmeal, at WE 
1654. „ ment iy oe dd 2: 

36 Barrels 2 liſpunds butter greaſe, at 21, 10 . 28 5 
fer barrel, 5 8 „ be 0- 

0 


1 Barrel of ol at i, 105 per barrel, | . 


n 


— — — 


Total price of the above articles when not t paid 


in kind, = 2 L. 646 '$: * 
Add to this rent paid! in money, as on the 0 o- = | 
they Page, 8 — 2 f | 275 5 | 1 417 19 7* 


"IP . 


Total ba rent of both theſe iands, converted 
to money, = = _ - L. 1064 1 of 
It is to be obſerved, that the kelp ſhores are ſet 8 
in tack with four of the principal farms in | 
the iſle of Sanday, which four farms may 
make about 130 tons or more of kelp; and 
as the rock rent for a ton of kelp is uſually 
about 11. 5 s. Sterling, we ſhould diſcount _ 
this, in order to aſcertain the rent paid for 
the land only. Deduct then for 130 tons TE 
kelp at 25s. per ton, fay = „ii 10 


Groſs rent ſuppoſed to be paid for the lands 

only, including feu- duties, proprietors rent, | 

and parſonage teinds, * - L. 901 13 N 
Carried 
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1 | Brought over, . 1 þ 90 3 0 
II it is wiſhed to be known what the yearly 
value of theſe iſlands is to the proprietors, 
it only remains to add the value of the kelp. 
As there are 500 tons uſually made in the 
iſle of Sanday, and only 130 tons let in leaſe | 
with the lands, it remains to ſtate, for | > 
tons at 31. per ton neat ſuppoſed profit on 
; Death ton, after paying for making it, freight 
- and charges. Say then for 370 tons made 
in the iſle of Sanday for e at 31. 


Per ton, | | — C 4 A 1110 0 0 
Say for 90 tons made in North Ronalaſhay for 

ö at — T. 270 0 0 
Neat wlce of kelp made for proprietors, and 

rent paid for the lands = 1 2281 13 0; 


But to aſcertain the yearly value of theſe iſlands, | 
we ought to replace here the 1621. 10s. 

| Sterling above diſcounted from the rent for 
130 tons kelp ſhores, ſuppoſed to be let in 

leaſe with the lands to four farmers in San- 


ys. Say then FOR l. 10 8, „ 162 10 © 


Full 3 value of theſe lands, both for rent 


and wa ; + - LL. 2444” 3 0; 


This, indeed, is not all clear revenue to tlie proprietors, 


There are high feu-duties paid to Sir Thomas Dundas the 


ſuperior; then the land-tax and miniſters ſtipends are to be 
deducted, the amount of all which cannot be exactly aſcer- 
tained 3 bur, we may venture to ſay, that theſe two iſlands are 
not far ſhort of 29c0 1. yearly value to the e proprietors, while 
kel 


by ©: 
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kelp holds its price. It is proper to obſerve, that the above 
cannot ſtriftly ſpeaking be called the rent for the land only, 
fince part of the above rent is paid on ſome farms for the 
ſtocking, part of which belongs to the proprietor, and is 
called ſteelbow. This ſtocking is appretiated to the tenant at 
his entry, and he muſt pay 10 per cent. or more for it yearly, 
and leave the ſame value at leaving the farm but for milch 
cowsthus in ſteelbow, the tenant pays yearly one liſpund, that is 
equal to 32 lib. Dutch of butter. 'The whole ſtocking in the iſle. 
of North Ronaldſhay belongs to the tenants, and the ſteelbow is 


only on ſome farms in the iſle of Sanday. The writer of this 


cannot aſcertain how much ought to be deducted from the 
rent for the ſteelbow rent, nor will he hazard a conjecture con- 
cerning it. The converſion of the foreſaid rent in grain, as 
it correſponds to the meaſures and weights uſed in Scotland, 
is as follows, viz. 79 chalders 6 meels bear or bigg of Ork- 
ney weight is at 21 bolls Linlithgow meaſure, from the Ork- 

ney chalder, equal to 16622 bolls, or 103 chalders 14 bolls 
9 firlots Scotch meaſure; and 136 meels 2 ſettings 12 

merks oatmeal, of Orkney weight, at 114 ſtone Dutch to the 
meel, is at 8 ſtone to the boll equal to 1917 bolls. It is ur- 
neceſſary to convert the butter, as 7 liſpunds are allowed to 
the barrel, and the liſpund, as it ſtands at preſent, is 32 lib. 
Dutch, thar is, each barrel contains 14 ſtone Dutch. 


Church and Stipend. In the year 1742, the incumbent in 
Ladykirk pariſh reported to the preſbytery, that his ſtipend 
was worth only 49 l. 6 d. Sterling. —It has been farmed out 
for a dozen of years at 661. excluſive of the glebe ;—and late- 
ly, it was farmed at 701. excluſive of the urs, which is va- 
lued at 2 l. yearly—ſay for both 72 1. Sterling. 


The ſtipend of Croſskirk was reported to the preſbytery _— 


by the incumbent in 1742, to be worth, excluſive of the 
Vor. VII. 3 P glebes, 
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glebes, 38 15 124. 24 It has dne received ſome augmen- 
tation; and in 1770, was farmed for 631. excluſive of the 
glebes, which are worth 7 l. —ſay for both 70 I. As the 
price of proviſions, the price of labour, ſervants wages, and 
ol fuel, are now double, or thrice as much as in 1742, when 
theſe livings were eſtimated as above; and, as the price of 
grain has not riſen in proportion, and as the ſtile of living 
too is increaſed, this is not ſufficient to ſupport a family, 


n ſuitably to the rank of a clergyman, elpectally where fuel is 
fo yay dear. . 


EY MOEN ET Rv pariſh has of poor receiving alms, 29 
Oroſskirk parith has of poor receiving alms, - 14 
Burneſs pariſh united to ano; has of [Rue receiving 


Ams, e 1 50 13 
. 1 e "ay 
5 Total receiving aws 1 in the iſle of Sankey, „ 0 
In the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, which is united to 
Croſskirk there are, — 5k 2 3 
Total receiving alms in both iſlands, - „ WY 


Beſides theſe there are others that need the aſſiſtance of well 
diſpoſed perſons. | 
The contributions for the relief of the poor are as follows: 
5 terling Ry. 
Croſskirk Sundays blenden at this and Bur- 
neſs kirk, with dues of a pall or mortcloth, are 
from 3]. 108. to 4. 108. yearly, The ave- 
W - . 1 4 0-0 
Ladykirk.— Sundays collections, with dues of a 
pall or mortcloth, are ſuppoſed to be yearly 
from 5 J. to Gl. Say the mean average, 10 


— — —_— 


Curried over, L. 9 10 © 
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je Trail, Eſq; ſheriff-Jepute of Caithneſs is 
the only non-reſideat proprietor who gives any _ 
thing to the poor. He gives 3 l. to the poor of 
Croſskirk, and 5 . JOY to the your of ws 


— 


—— 


Total funds i in money for poor in the iſle of San. . 5 


day, Es . | # = 17 8 | 


North Ronaldſhay —The callediions in this iſland | 1 
are ſo trifling, that the miniſter muſt pay the 
precentor out of his own pocket. Say then 
that the collections mere in this iſland are yearly, 8 0 


— q i 


Total contributions yearly in money for poor of 


n ie „ - L 17 15 0 


The dans of burying "ER poor, and of FR ep care "of 1 
orphans occaſionally, muſt take off ſome of this from the 


poor; but even the whole of this would be a mere trifle a- 


mong the above 59 poor, if the farmers were not to pre. 


nem ſome aniſtance. 


Prices about the gear 1720, Sc. — As there never were any 


public markets for proviſions in either of theſe iſlands, the 


exact price of the pound of butcher's m2at cannot be aſcer- 


tained. I am aſſured, that, about the year 1720, the higheſt 


price given for a cow was 108. Sterling. As a good cow here 
weighs uſually about 2 cwt. if we deduct 4s. for the hide and 
tallow, at the then prices, there remains 68. as the price of 


2 cwt. beef, that is, 3s. per cwt. or 6 d. per ſtone of 16 lib. 
Veal was never fed for ſale. Mutton was never fold by the 
pound, At the above period, 1 8. 6 d. was the price of the 


bel 
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beſt ſheep. As they uſually weigh from 20 to 25 pound 
cach, if we deduct 6d. for the ſkin and wool, the mut- 
ton would not be above a halfpenny per pound. — Pork. The 
beſt ſwine then ſold for half a crown or 38.3 and, as they 
uſually weigh 60 or 70 pound, this was about a halfpenny per 
Pound. Pigs not uſed to be ſold. Geeſe ſeldom ſold; but, 
when ſold, were 5d. or 6 d. each. Lambs were then 
fold from 4 d. to 6d. each. Rabbits never ſold. Butter 
was then ſold from 4s. to 5 s. per liſpund, of 32 pound 
Dutch, that is, from 14d.' to 2d. per pound. Cheeſe was 
never uſually made for ſale. Bear or bigg then, ſold from 
28. 6d. to 3s. per meel, on the bear pundlar; and, as 14 or 
13 of a meel uſually meaſures a boll, according to the quality 
of the grain, bear at 28. 6d. per meel, is equal to 4s. 2d. or 
48. 74. per boll. Bear at 3s. per meel is equal to 5 s. Cf d. 
or 6s. 14 d. Sterling fer boll. Oats was never uſually fold 
until reduced to meal. Oat-meal then ſold from 7s. 6d. to 
108. per meel, on the malt pundlar, which is at preſent equal 
to 114 ſtone Dutch; that i is, the meel oat- meal at 78. 6d. 
per meel, is equal to 4s. 8 d. per boll, of 8 ſtone; the meel 
oat- meal at 10s. per meel, is equal to 78. 14 d. per boll. 


Preſent Prices. — Beef. A good cow that weighs 2 cwt, 
ſells for 2 guineas. If we deduct 10s. as value of hide and 
tallow, there remains 32 8. as the price of 2 cwt. beef, that 
is 16s. per cwt. or from 15 d. to 14 d. per pound. Veal is 
not uſually fed for ſale. —Mutton, A ſheep, that weighs 
from 20 to 25 pound, ſells from 4s. to gs. If we deduct 
1s, or 15s. 6d. for ſkin and fleece, this is about 13 d. 
or 14 d. per pound. Lambs fell from 1 s. to 28. each. 
Pork. The beſt ſwine ſell from Gs. to gs. each, and may 

weigh from 50 to 70 pound, that is, about 13 d. or 14 d. fer 
pound. Pigs are not uſually ſold. Geeſe feldom fold; but 
_ vſually valued at 18. or 15, 2 d. each. Rabbits never uſually 
| fold, 


cia. Burneſ . 


fold. Butter, from 3 4. to 5 4. per pound, according to the 


quality. Cheeſe not uſually made for ſale. Bear or bigg, 


according to the plenty or ſcarcity that prevails, uſually ſells 
from 3s. 4 d. to 75. per meel, on the bear pundlar. Then, 


according to the above converſion of 14 or 145 of a meel to 


the boll of Linlithgow meaſure ; that is, a meel bear, at 4s. 
per meel, is equal to 6s. 8d. or 78. 4d. per boll; a meel 


bear, at 7 s. per meel, is equal to 1 18. 8 d. or 128. 10d. per 


boll, according to the quality. Theſe prices will appear low, 


if it is not attended to, that the quality of the grain is infe- 
rior, as it weighs only from 11 to 132, or, at moſt, 14 ſtone 
ber boll. Oat-meal ſells from 12 8. to 20s. per meel, on the 


malt pundlar, which is 114 ſtone Dutch; ſo that a meel oat- 


meal, at 128. per meel, is equal to 8s. 64 d. ger boll; a meel 
oat-meal, at 20 8. per meel, is equal to 148. 23 d. per boll. 


| Wages.—Labourers are ſeldom employed in huſbandry by 
the day. When employed, their wages are from 4d. to 6d. 


a day, with maintenance. During the kelp ſeaſon, a labourer 


will earn, in that buſineſs, nearly 1s. a day, without mainte- 
nance ; but they are not hired by the day, but paid according 


to the quantity they make, Carpenters will earn from 1s. to 


18. 6d. or 28. per day. Maſons will earn from 9 d. to 18. 


3d. per day, but not maintained. Taylors are paid by the 
piece, but may earn from 6 d. to 18. per day, and maintained. 
Weavers are paid by the yard of cloth, but may earn from 
6d. to 18. or 18. 3 d. per day. As there are no coals, peat, 


wood, furze, or whins in theſe iſlands, the poor people have 


recourſe to the following ſubſtitutes as fuel: iſt, They cut 
from the common a kind of divot from a dead clay ſoil; 
2dly, They cut the ſea weed, and dry it in the fun, until it 


will burn; 3dly, They make the cow dung into balls, and 
Expoſe it to dry until it will burn; 4thly, Thoſe who can 


afford 
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e this time nd expence, go over to che ile of Flay, 
which lies half a league ſouth-weſt of Sanday, and there cur 


and dry ſome peats, for which privilege they pay to the pro- 


prietor 18. per ton of dry peats. All other expences added, 
they will colt 5s. a ton when brought over. Cottagers ſel- 


dom have above one or two tons. The greater farmers have 


from 30 to 80 or 100 tons. It is thought that coals from 
| Newcaſtle, freight and duty included, would be as cheap, or 
cheaper. It would be impoſſible to ſtate the weekly earnings 


of a cottager or labourer, or their weekly expences. The 


annual earnings of a cottager may be ſtated as under. There 
is ſome little difference in the manner of paying them, which 
will wot be above 20s. more or leſs, than the following, 


: Parnings 1 a Cottager? 5 Family, comprehending himſelf, bi wiſe 
OD and three or four, or ſometimes jos ee 


. * Sterling 1 money, 
He re receives what is | here. called his boll, that is, 

for his maintenance, a meel bear fer month, 

which is about 74 ſtone Dutch, from the 11th 
November to the 1 1th Jane, that; 1 7 onen, 


at 48, per meel, is „„ L. 1 8 0 


He and his wife may make 2 tons kelp, which | * 
paid for at 11, or 1 l. 4s. pir ton, ſay, at a 


medium, Lb 26: fer ton, is - 3 


He has as his fee for the above 7 months, from 
the 11th November to the 11th June, about 2 
acres arable ground, free of rent, and the farmer 
whom he ſerves tills it. The produce of this 
may be, after reſerving ſeed, in tolerable crops, 
about 5 or 6 bolls bear, and 4 or 4; bolls oats. 
'The oats will yield only about 27 bolls meal. 


Say 


f 


Ys 
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| Brought over, 5 12 0 


Say ian 57 bolls bear, at „ We. 
4d. per 1), OR L. 2 i F 
24 Bells oat-meal, at ba per” boll, E 1 


Total earnings for 2 a year, L. 6 AY 10 : 


He i iS allowed to keep a few ſheep, of which ths hive half | 
a dozen, ſome a dozen, or more. From theſe he has a little 
wool, which his wife in winter makes into ſtockings and 
coarſe cloths for the family. Some few will kill for their 


family's uſe a ſheep or two yearly. He ſometimes can ſpare 


a few hours for fiſhing, which is often of great uſe to his 
amily, His wife prepares the cow dung for fire, and gathers 

tne ſea weed for the ſame purpoſe. He cuts divots on the 
common, and alſo peats in the iſle of Eday; and the cot- 
ters aſſiſt each other in bringing them home. So that 
their fuel, bad and little as it is, coſts them a great deal of 
1bour, though not much money; but it prevents them from 


being otherwiſe employed during the time. They can afford 


to brew no beer, ualeſs at Chriſtmas, and then only 2 or 2 
fone weight of malt. They uſually keep a milk cow, and 
pay for her grazing a liſpund, that is, 32 pound Dutch of 
butter, which is nearly as much as is made from the cow; 
ſo that they have only the butter-milk for their trouble in 
making the butter. They ſometimes rear a calf once in two 
years, or ſo. 1 am informed by the farmers, that the wages 
of ſervants in huſbandry varies ſomewhat in the different 


parts of theſe iſlands; and, that it conſiſts of other ſmall 
prrquiſites beſides money; and that, putting a value on theſe, 
the wages of a plowman is from 11. 10s. to 21, 28. yearly, 
beſides his maintenance. A man who can make or repair 
ploughs, or other inſtruments of huſbandry, will get 10 8. or 
| * 
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15 s. more than this. Theſe ſervants they conſider as cheaper 
than their cottagers; but they are not always to be got; and 
they ſeldom engage for a whole year; and they uſually divide 
the year into 3 parts; that is, from the 11th November to the 
1 1th June, they engage in the ſervice of the farmers; from 
the 11th June to the laſt of Auguſt, they burn kelp; from 
the laſt of Auguſt to the 11th November, they engage for 
the harveſt; and, by this diviſion of the year, they make 
more than if they were to engage for the whole year at the 
above wages. For their work in harveſt, they receive pay- 

ment in bear. A woman receives about a boll of bear, a 
man about 1 boll; and this befides their maintenance during 
the time. The wages of domeſtic ſervants alſo vary, The 
wages of a,ſervant-maid is from 10s. to a guinea yearly, in 
proportion as they are capable. Beſides this, they receive 
ſhoes, and other ſmall articles. As the wages vary, I can 
only ſtate with preciſion what I myſelf pay, which is nearly, 
or rather higher, than the average wages here. 


Sterling money 
- | | N L. 8. d. 
Wages to a maid-ſervant who takes care of a child, 
and alſo ſews white ſeam eee in mo- 
ney, 8 3 0 
Ditto, a pair of "Np 38. 64. with Rn " 
Chriſtmas preſent and other things, o 7 6 


Yearly wages, with perquiſites, to one ſervant, 1 8. 6 
Wages to a ſervant maid kept for ſpinning yarn, 
in money, ß,, - L. 1 <p 
Ditto, a pair of ſhoes, with Chriſtmas | 
preſent and other ſmall article, © 7 6: 
| —ů 72.0 
Carried over, L. 2 11 © 
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Brought over, 1 257 10 


Wages to a houſe-maid, or r edel, the ſame as this ; 
0 laſt, ] PW 1 7 2 5 850 1 5 P 


Total wages to three maid-ſervants befides main- 
e oh - _— 7G: 0 | - 9 3 1 6 | 


Hitiquitiee,—There is a large ſtone, about ; or 10 feet 
high, and 4 broad, placed upright in a plain, in the iſle of 
North Ronaldſhay ; but no tradition is preſerved concerning 
it, whether erected in memory of any ſignal event, or for the 
purpoſe of adminiſtering juſtice, or for religious worſhip. The 
writer of this has ſeen 50 of the inhabitants aſſembled there 
on the firſt day of the year, and dancing with moon light, with. 
no other muſic than their own ſinging. There are ſome bar- 
rows or tumuli; but none has been opened but one, in which 
was found a building 9 feet in diameter, round in the outſide, 
and ſquare and hollow within. In the bottom was a well. 


In the upper part of the building was found the ſkeleton of 


a human body placed obliquely, or nearly upright. There 
were large ſtones in it, placed upright, of 6 or 7 feet long. 
There was found in the vault or pended roof of a quire, at 
Croſs pariſh church, when repaired above 30 years ago, a 
coffin, containing the ſkeleton of a man that ſeemed to have 
been of ſuperior rank, as there was a velvet cap on the head, 
and ſeveral pieces of ſilk and ribbon ornaments.— No remark- 
able battles have been fought here. Tradition reports, that 
the inhabitants of Stronſay, the next adjacent iſland, ſome- 
times, or once at leaſt, attacked them, and choſe for this 
- Purpoſe the time of divine ſervice, thereby to ſurpriſe them 
and that the invaders were defeated and Iain te to one man. 


CharaSer of the Inhabitants. —The people of theſe iſlands 
> ("TRA 14 1 REES — 0am; 
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can undergo great labour and fut gue, although they are not te- 
markable for ſtrength or ſize. It is thought they have a more 
florid complexion than thoſe of the other Orkney iſlands, 
by reaſon of their not having fire in ſuch plenty, and that by 
this they can be eaſily diſtinguiſhed ; ſo that the inhabitants 
of the other Orkney iflands have the ſame obſervation with 
regard to them, as Tacitus makes reſpecting the northern 
| nations, © Sanguine pleno redundantur Septentrionales,” "The 
people, in ſo far as can be judged, are not remarkable for any 
perſonal or mental qualifications, but are not deficient in na- 
_ tural parts and ſagacity. There are ſome few that are indo- 
lently inclined, and plead inability for hard labour but the 
_ generality of the people are induſtrious, or at leaſt laborious, 
as may be preſumed from this circumſtance, that there is no 
| place in the county where a greater quantity of grain is raiſed, 
or kelp made, by an equal number of people. There is no 
manufacture carried on in theſe iſlands, unleſs kelp may be 
reckoned one. They manufacture linen and coarſe cloths 
for their c own ule only. 


Reafaring and T Eging From being accuſtomed to manage 
boats, the people have acquired ſome knowledge of the ſea; 
and, if not fond of a ſeafaring life, at leaſt have no averſion 
to it. Although the kelp and grain exported from theſe 
| iſlands might keep 2 or 3. ſmall veſſels in conſtant employ, 
yet there is not one belonging to theſe iſlands. There are 
boats, from 5 to 10 tons burthen, for the pnrpoſe of carrying 
peats from the jile of Eday, as alſo ſeveral ſmaller ones of a 

ton burthen, a little leſs or more. Theſe laſt ſerve for car- 
rying peats, for fiſhing with, and for croſſing the ferries oc- 
caſionally, and alſo for lhipping the kelp, The number of 


boats are as follows: 
EY Beats 


of Croſs, Burneſs, Ge. 491 


Boats of Boats of Boats of 


10012 5 tons. i or 14 


tons. EE es Lon. 
In Croſckirk pariſh, iſle of Sanday, 8 20 
In Burneſs pariſh, iſle of Sanday, 2 8 

united to Croſskirk, „%% oo Po 
la Ladykirk pariſh, iſle if Sanday, . 8 
now vacant, „ 1 * 42 
Total boats in the iſle of Sanday, 2 7 88 
In the iſle of North Ronaldſhay, 5 ORE 

united to Croſskirk, 35 nn 0 21 


ho | 


. Total boats is both iſlands, 3 109 
Oeconomy.—As in other places, ſo alſo here, | ſome are 
more oeconomical than others. As the method of living is 
a good deal different from what it was formerly, and more 
grain expended, by reaſon of the increaſed labour in making 
kelp, ſome of the old people complain of the extravagance of 
the young, and eſpecially of their turn for finer clothes than 
was formerly uſed. If we except a few of the gentry and 
proprietors, all the people formerly came to church dreſſed 
in their own manufactures; but now there are few of the 
young who have not ſome pieces, and often the moſt of their 
dreſs, of foreign manufactures, which is principally aſcribed 
to the greater influx of money from the labour in kelp ; fo 
that were this ſource of wealth to be leſſened or withdrawn, 
there would remain a propenſity to thele conveniencies it has 
introduced, without the ſame means to ſupport it. There is, 
however, one happy change among the poor 1 cople within 
theſe 30 or 40 years, which is, that there is not one fourth 
part of the ſpirituous. liquors uſed now as formerly, The 
pr oprietors N 
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proprietors, ſenlible that it waſted the means, and corrupted 
the morals of the people, have endeavoured to check it, by 
ſuppreſſing the retail of it. Thus, the poorer ſort are mo- 
derate from neceſſity; thoſe of the higher rank are ſo from 
choice. There has been only a part of two eſtates fold with. 
| In theſe 30 years. The laſt ſold, about 3 years ago, for 20 
years purchaſe of the land rent. The kelp ſhores were alſo 
ſold at 5ol. Sterling, purchaſe money, | per ton, of what the | 


| ſhores uſually yielded, that is, at 20 years purchaſe alſo, ſup. 
poſing the kelp to give a neat profit to the purchaſer of 508. 


per ton only. Landed property was formerly ſold cheaper 
than this, which is perhaps high enough, as the farms are, 
and have been, it is generally allowed, too high rented. It 
is ſuppoſed, that the rents of many farms could not be made 
effectual, if it were not for ſome advantages which the farm- 
ers have, by the price allowed them for making the kelp, 
which, in ſome places, is 40s. per ton, or more; and the 
c2ttagers make it for 20s. or 24 8. per ton; ſo that the farm- 
er has the difference to go to his credit, in payment of the 
land rent. Without ſome aſſiſtance of this kind, the land 
rent would be nominal only, and not effectual; by reaſon 
that it is neceſſary to keep a great number of horſes, for the 
purpoſe of manuring the land with the ſea-ware; and the 
price of horſes is double of what it was 50 years ago, and 
the wages of ſervants nearly treble of what it was then, while 
the advance in the price of grain does not hold pace with 
the expence of raiſing it; and beſides, there are no fixed 
markets to which the farmers can bring their grain and other 
articles to ſale. The people, in general, are well diſpoſed to 
humane actions. There are few whoſe circumſtances will 
admit of their per forming generous ones, although ſome in- 
ances might, too, be given, The aſſiſtant to the late in- 
tumbent in Lady kirk pariſh had bed and board at the — 
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of the only cefiding gentleman heritor in the iſle of Sanday | 


for 8 years, without paying any board-wages, although this 5 
gentleman's eſtate did not lie within the bounds of that pariſh, 


and although he had no connection — with hy incum. _ 


bent or the aan. Hh 


= OY to 10 ſhip-wrecked.—It is alledged by ſome, that 
frequent ſcenes of diſtreſs render the feelings callous, and 
harden the heart againſt the ſufferings of others. If this 
theory ſhould be ſupported with reſpe& to certain places, 


particular facts, or particular profeſſions and deſcriptions of 


men, yet I cannot think it holds with regard to the treat- 
ment of the unfortunate people who are ſhip-wrecked on 
theſe iſlands. In no place of this county have ſo many ſhip-⸗ 
wrecks happened as on the coaſts of theſe two iſlands, as will 
appear from the liſt inſerted in this paper, and yet in no place 
have they had leſs reaſon of complaint againſt the inhabitants. 
While the treatment of the unfortunate ſeamen wrecked on 
the coaſts of Cornwall, and other parts of the kingdom, and 
even in many places of this county, makes us lament the de- 
pravity of human nature, and rouſes our indignation, it is 


with pleaſure we bear teſtimony to the conduct of people 


among whom theſe rapacious exceſſes have not been com- 
mitted. It cannot be ſuppoſed but ſome of the poor people 
vill pilfer wood, and ſome other ſmall things, but ſeldom or 
never has any thing of value been taken away except in one 
or two inſtances. 'The proprietors or principal farmers on 

whoſe ſhores the veſſels are wrecked, uſually take charge, in 
alliſting the captain and crew, with their ſervants, cottagers, 
carts, and horſes, in ſaving what can be ſaved. Some of 
theſe farmers can raiſe and command 40 or 50 men from 
their grounds, with horſes and carts ſufficient to employ 
them ; and, all theſe under the command of one man, can 


do 
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do a great deal; and, as they are alſo in fear of his diſplea- 
ſure, as well as of the law, they are reſtrained from rapacious 
Plundering, if they had the inclination. Thus, although 
ſome little pilfering is practiſed, ſeldom any thing of value is 
taken away. If a veſſel is wrecked either in ſeed-time or har- 
veſt, it muſt be a great loſs to the farmers to order all their 
5 labouring ſervants to the wrecked veflel; and therefore they 
charge ſometimes pretty high for their trouble; and their ac- 
counts have been diſputed in the Vice-Admiral's court, but ſel. 
dom modified or reduced. The proprietor of the ifle of North 
| Ronaldſhay has been twice complimented with a ſilver vaſe, 
and other pieces of ſilver plate, bearing a grateful inſcription; 
from the Daniſh Weſt India Company, and others, for his 
fidelity and attention; and this beſides ready payment of his 
charge. The owner of a Dantzic veſſel was ſo well ſatisfied 
with the conduct of a farmer in the ifle of Sanday, on whoſe 
| ſhores his veſſel was wrecked, that he authoriſed him to {ell 
What of the veſſel and cargo was ſaved. Theſe, with that of 
the captains themſelves, are the belt teſtimony of the atten- 
tion and fidelity of the people here. One cf theſe captains, 
whoſe ſhip was wrecked j in 1774, ſaid, that, if he was to be 
wrecked, he would wiſh it to be in the iſle of Sanday. His 
veſſel was run aſhore near to the houſe of the only reſi ding 
gentleman heritor in the ifle of Sanda; 7, and the captain and 
crew hoſpitably entertained at his houſe. 


Means propoſed to meliorate the condition of the Poor, — As the 
ſcarcity of fuel is one of the moſt diſtreſſing things the poor 
feel, the taking off the duty on coals would tend to make 
their condition more comfortable, although even then they 
could not afford to buy a neceſſary quantity of it. 2dly, As 
their houſes are generally bad, this might, in ſome meaſure, 
þe remedied, if the proprietors would give long leaſes to the 

principul 
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principal farmers, at a moderate rent, upon condition that 


their cottagers ſhould be lodged in houſes that are comfort- 
able and warm, the expence of which might be ſettled 
between the proprietor and tenant, and each pay a ſhare, 
2dly, It would be for the advantage of the cottager to have 
an acre of incloſed ground adjojning to his houſe, for graſs, 
cabbage, and turnip, which alſo the proprietor could make 
an article in the tack to the tackſman, and which the cotta. 2 
ger might be bound to do upon receiving ſome aſſiſtance. 


athly, As it is, perhaps, one of the greateſt hardſhips attend= 


ing their lot; that after they have worn out their ſtrength in 
hard labour, when old age arrives, they are often and gene- 
rally deſtitute. As their children, if they have any, do in- 
deed aſſiſt them; but when theſe have families of their own, 


it is but a ſcanty ſupport they can give them, ſince they have 


enough to do to find the neceſſaries of life for their own fa- 
milies; and, as the funds for the poor in theſe iſlands, are 
not ſuch as can afford them an adequate ſupply, if any plan 
could be deviſed, ſimilar to that entered into by the benevo- 
leut and virtuous inhabitants of the Bermudas iſlands, for 
giving them affiſtance at a certain age, provided they had 
been induſtrious in their younger years, would be for the ho- 
nour of the man who thouid promote ſuch a plan. If the 
heritors were reſiding in theſe iſlands, they would ſee the 
wants of the poor and the aged, and relieve them, A pro- 
prietor in Croſskirk pariſh, in the iſle of Sanday, bequeath- 
ed in 1762, for the aged cottagers that ſhould be on his e- 


| ſtate, 8 actes of land, appointing the kirk: ſeſſion as truſtees 


upon this mortification. This gentleman and his forefathers 
had reſided on their eſtate in this iſland, for eight or nine 
generations. It is to be doubted, if fiſheries, although they 
were enconraged, would be of great ſervice to the poor, be- 


cauſe in ſo far as has been tried, the fiſhing is not common- 


ly 
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iy good on this coaſt, and the labouring poor are, perhaps, 


as profitably employed in making kelp during the ſummer 

| ſeaſon, which is the beſt for fiſhing, and their profits in the 
: kelp manufacture are more certain; but, what has been al. 
ready mentioned would greatly better their condition; and 

theſe, and many other things might be promoted, provided 

that the proprietors were reſident in theſe iſlands, and men 
of generous and benevolent. principles. 


Years 1782 and Ce hints of theſe iſlands in 


1782 and 1783, was truly deplorable, Farms that uſually 
produced 100 bolls oatmeal, did not produce 20 bolls, and 
the lefler farms proportionally deficient. The quality too, 


was in many places as inferior, as the quantity was little, 
The quantity of grain then imported into theſe iſlands can- 


not be exactly aſcertained ; but from the accounts of the de- 
ficiency of the crop, it may be inferred the imports were 
_ conſiderable, and that ſtill the ſufferings of the people were 


great, Some of the non-reſiding heritors furniſhed ſome | 


| ſupply to their tenants; and theſe iſlands received 20 or 30 
| bolls, as their ſhare of what government gave for the afliſt- 


ance of the north of Scotland, The beſt aſſiſtance, however, 
was given by Mr John Traill, a gentleman reſident in the 


_ pariſh of Burneſs, in the iſle of Sanday, who was factor on 


the eſtate of his brother, then in the Eaſt Indies. This gen- 


tleman imported corn, meal, and peaſe from Leith, and occa- 


ſionally ſupplied not only thoſe on his own grounds, but alſo 


the people on the other eſtates, without any profit, and allo 


upon credit, until they ſhould be able to repay it, which ma- 
ny could not do for ſome years. Thus by means of theſe 
aſſiſtances, and the humane conduct of this gentleman, toge- 


ther with the aſſiſtance given by the principal farmers, to the 
people on their own farms, none periſhed of want, as was the 


caſe 


of Croſs, Burns, SH. 497 


raſe in the year 1635 or 1636, when three or four thouſand = 


people periſhed of famine in the Orkney iſlands. I 
There was, however, very little grain imported into the 


ile of North Ronaldſhay in 1782 or 1783; and this has been 
uſually the caſe in that iſland, even in ſome of the worſt 


_ crops. This may be accounted for in the following manner: 
iſt, They generally preſerve ſome ſtock of grain or meal 8 
band of the former crop. 2dly, They do not expend ſo 


much grain as the ſame number of people in the iſle of San 
day, becauſe they do not, perhaps, labour ſo hard, either in 


food. They have more ſheep too in proportion to the peo- 
ple, than are in the iſle of Sanday, and conſequently can eat 
more mutton, and therefore require leſs bread. Zdly, Their 
farms are ſmall, and their harveſt is quickly over, fo that 


they have a better chance to eſcape the ſtorms and bad wea- 
ther, by which the crop is often hurt in the laſt of harveſt. 


The grey fiſh called cuths, afforded ſome ſupply in 1782 and 
1783; as alſo a cockle-ſand in the ifle of Sanday, where it 
was uſual to ſee from 50 to 80 people gathering cockles, in 
the months of April, e and 1 


Reels, Crolddr che The prefint incumbent Bt 


endeavoured to have ſchools in the two pariſhes of his charge 


which lie in the iſle of Sanday. About 16 years ago there 
was one in the pariſh of Burneſs by ſubſcription. There was 


another alſo by ſubſcription in the pariſh of Croſskirk, about 


4 or 5 years ago, but neither of theſe continued above a cou- 


ple of years. As few or none of the heritors are reſident 


here, the miniſter has never been able to get a parochial 


ſchool eſtabliſhed in theſe pariſhes; and, as the Society 
ſchools are not granted, where there is not firſt a parochial 
ſchool, one of theſe could not be obtained, There has been 


N 3R no 


5 - 


zpriculture, or in making kelp, and conſequently require leſs 
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no ſchool in the iſle of North Ronaldchay for 25 or 30 years 


_ paſt; and yet almoſt all the young people can read, and u- 
pon examination, appear to be as well acquainted with the 
ſcriptures, and the principles of the Chriſtian religion, as 


they are in many places where regular ſchools are eſtabliſhed. 


As the farms there are all ſmall, they have a great deal of 


| Tpare time, and the parents then teach their children to read. 


 Ladykirk pariſh ſchoul,—The ſchool of this pariſh has 


been eſtabliſhed and continued for 40 or 50 years, or more. 
It is not a parochial ſchool, nor is the ſchoolmaſter paid from 


the heritors and tenants as theſe are. He is paid from a do- 


nation or mortification for this purpoſe. The intention of 


the donor, it is faid was, that he ſhould teach the childrgg 
of the poor people upon one eſtate only ; for the ſchool is 
placed on this eſtate, at the extremity of the pariſh, and he 
Has not a houſe large enough to contain many ſcholars, He 


ſeldom has above 6 or 8 ſcholars, and theſe are moſtly from 


the eſtate from which he is paid; but he does not refuſe 
thoſe that chuſe to come to him from any other part of the 


pariſh, He ſays he receives no ſchool fees; and his yearly 


ſalary, as paid from the above eſtate is ꝙ meels bear or bigg, 
equal to abont 5 bolls bear.—4 lettings oatmeal, equal to a- 
bout 1 boll oatmeal, =12 merks butter, equal to about 16 
paves weight, —Value about 2 J. or 21. 5s. Sterling. 


Alehouſes and h how 15 or 20 years ago, there were 
a Yozen or more alehouſes in the iſle of Sanday. At preſent 


thete are in Lady kirk Mrih, - 3 
In Croſskirk pariſh, + 8 
In Burneſs pariſh, — - none. 


In the iſle of North Ronslädchay, 3 8 none. 


Theſe 5 alehouſes in the iſle of Sanday retail ale only or 


ſionally. It is the general opinion, that this decreaſe + 
| ones 


2 . 
T* 
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houſes contributes to the ſobriety, and conſequently to the 


induſtry and morals of the people. As they do not diſſipate 
their money this way ſo much as formerly, they lay out what 
they can ſpare in buying fine cloaths, which is ſure a a 


more venial and excuſable way of expending it. There are 


no eſtabliſhed inns in either of theſe iſlands, although one 
might be neceſſary in the iſle of Sanday, for the accommoda- 
tion of ſtrangers. The want of them, however, is not felt 
by ſtrangers, as the gentlemen and principal farmers are very 
hoſpitable, ind people on buſineſs or boatmen, a are well lod- 
ped at their ous; and pay nothing, | 


TH 
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PARISH OF YARROW, | 


F 2 ounty of 8 chirk: 3 f Selkirk — ynod of 


M 1285 and Teviotdale. 1 


A the Reverend Mr Rorzar RUSSELL. 
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- ſouth of Scotland, Its greateſt length cannot be eſtimated 
at left than 18, nor its breadth than 16 miles. 


- Sack and Soil. The general appearance of the country 
15 mountainous. On all fides the hills erect their towering 


heads, and ſoon terminate the proſpect. The ſoil is various. 


In the haughs, in ſome Places, it is deep and fertile; in others, 


it is light and unproductive. Upon the hills it partakes al- 


ſo of conſiderable variety. In ſome parts, the fides are dry 
and arable ; in others, they are ſpongy and ſuſceptible of no 


cultivation. The tops are generally moſſy, and fit for no- 
thing but paſturage and fuel. The crops are frequently in- 


different. Some years they ſcarce repay the labour and ex- 


pence incurred in raiſing them. This is occaſioned by the 


general dampneſs of the atmoſphere, which produces, eſpe- 
cially in the upper 2 of the Fe n a luxuriancy of ſtraw, 
but 


7 ARROW, though inferior in extent to ) ſome rariſhes | 
1n the north, yet exceeds in magnitude any in the 
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but hinders the grain from coming to great maturity. In 


dry and hot ſeaſons, which occur rarely, the caſe is other- 


wiſe : Then the grain is ſufficiently ripened, and OY 


roductive. 


. air for the moſt part is moiſt and raw. 


This is owing to the miſts that ſo frequently float upon the. 


ſummits of the hills, and the vapour that is continually ex 


haled by the ſun from the marſhy grounds. It does not ap- 


pear, however, to be unfavourable to health, as the people 
here attain to as great longevity as thoſe of drier climates. | 


Lochs and Rivers. There are two lochs adjoining to each 


other, partly in this pariſh, and partly in Etterick. The 
one is called the Loch of the Lows, and the other St Mary's 


Loch. Theſe are noticed in the account of the pariſh of Et- 


terick, —The only rivers in this pariſh are the Etterick and 
Yarrow. The courſe of the former has been already deſcri- : 


bed, vol. 3. page 295. The latter takes its riſe from St Ma- 
ry's Loch, and after an eaſterly courſe of 15 miles is abſorb. 


ed in the Etterick, a little above Selkirk. Both rivers run 


vith great rapidity, and ſwell to a prodigious height. Small 
ſalmon occaſionally aſcend their ſtreams ; but the fiſh with 


which they chiefly abound are trout of a moſt delicious fla- 


our. 


Mountains and Hillu.— The hills are, in general, ſteep and 
towering. The moſt remarkable are thoſe called Blackhou/e 
Heights, The higheſt point of elevation, above the level of 
the ſea, meaſures 2370 feet, For the moſt part, the moun- 
tains exhibit a green appearance. Upon ſome few, there is 
2 conliderable quantity of heath, No rocks are viſible, 
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Sheep, Horſes, and Black Cattle —The ſheep eating the 
: ow part of the animal productions of this pariſh, and are 


A a ſuperior quality, in point of good carcaſe and delicate 
tdaſte. The horſes and black cattle do not riſe above medio. 


crity. Their reſpective numbers, as nearly as can be aſcer- 


tained, are as follows; ſheep, $5,000 3 , hor — 1493 1 
cattle, 54 5. 


1 900. —The wot is of various qualities. In the 10 


part of the pariſh, it is of a conſiderably fine texture, and 
ſells at the rate of 18 s. the ſtone. In the upper part, it is 
1 ere coarſe pile, and does not bring more than 6s. or 
78. For a great ſeries of years, the ſheep farmers paid no 

attention to this valuable article. Their chief ſtudy was to 
produce a good carcaſe, rather than a fine fleece. Hence | 
the coarſe black faced kind of ſheep conſtituted their prin- 
 cipal ſtore. Of late years, however, their ſyſtem of rearing 
ſheep hath undergone a conſiderable alteration, particularly 
in the lower diſtrict of the pariſh. Induced by the high | 
price of fine wool, the farmers in this quarter are gradually 
quitting the old ſpecies, and introducing the Cheviot breed. 


For this purpoſe, they are at great pains every ſeaſon to pro- 


cure tups of a fine quality. Nor have their laudable efforts 
to improve their ſtock of ſheep been unrewarded. Some, 
who began early their career of improvement, have trebled 


the price of their wool. Others again, who were later in 


their commencement, have doubled it. But theſe improve- 
ments are ſolely confined to the farms about and below the 
church. All above remain in their former unimproved ſtate. 
Still the old breed of ſheep are reared, whoſe wool is of the | 
coarſeſt kind, and little adapted for manufacture. Although 
convinced of the great advantage reſulting from rearing the 


Cheviot ſpecies, yet the farmers there are afraid to try the 
2 exper! iment, 
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. from an idea that their lambs — not ſuſtain 


the ſpring colds and ſtorms to which their farms are ſubject. 
That their farms are in a high elevation, and greatly expoſad 


to the winter ſtorms, and the ſpring blaſts, is beyond all 
controverſy: But, whether their fears and apprehenſions 
ypon this head are well grounded, remains yet to be pro- 


red. No experiments have been made, and conſequently 
no certain concluſions can be drawn. Some, who have had 
a good deal of experience in rearing the fine woolled ſheep, 
aledge that they are not ſo delicate as many repreſent them, 
and that they would thrive very well in many places where 


a tenacious adherence to ancient maxims and cuſtoms have 


x yet prevented their introduction. This being the caſe, it 
s to be hoped that thoſe ſtoremaſters who have hitherto | 
deen prevented from rearing the Cheviot breed, by long 
eftabliſhed habits or groundleſs fears, will ſoon ſurmount 
theſe, and concur with ſpirit and vigour in forwarding the 
improvement of the ſtaple commodity of the country, which 
tends both to promote the proſperity of the nation, and to 


advance the intereſt of individuals. 


Birds — The tame are geeſe, turkeys, hens, and ducks. 
The wild conſiſt of the partridge, moorfowl, hawk, crow, 
vood-pigeon, thruſh, blackbird, bullfinch, lark, linnet, and 


the ſparrow. The migratory may be reduced to the lapwing, 
cuckoo, plover, woodcock, and ſwallow. In ſevere winters, 


vans have alſo made their e er in the lochs already 


mentioned. 


 Popuiaticn, In Dr Webſter's liſt in 1 75 5; the numbers are 
rated at 1180. In this there was probably ſome miſtake. 


From a ſurvey of the pariſh taken this year, the inhabitants 
amount to 1239, Of theſe, 584 are males, and 646 are fe- 


males. 
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males. What the ancient population was, cannot now be 
well aſcertained, as all the old records were burnt about 30 

pears ago along with the manſe, The aged people all agree 
in aſſerting, that it conſiderably exceeded the preſent; and 
their teſtimony is corroborated from the numerous remains 
of old houſes. Various cauſes may be affigned for this de- 
population. One, undoubtedly, may be imputed to the mo- 
nopoly of farms, which diminiſhes the number of farmers 
families. Another may be attributed to the averſion of the 
farmers to rebuild cot-houſes, which decreaſes the claſs of 
cottagers. A third may be aſcribed to the manufactures car- 
ried on in other parts of the country, which draw off the in- 


habitants from ſuch pariſhes as this, where they have not as | 


yet found their way. 


pe Abltract of Births Burials, and wenge, for the laſt fix | 


years. | 
Tears. Birth. b Burials, Marriages, 

1787, —— = 412 
1788, 23 . 
1789, 19 9 9 

1790, . 20: 8 

VVT 
S 51 


Longevity.—In this pariſh, ſcarcely any perſon ever attains 
to 100 years. There is, however, one inſtance of this re- 
membered. A woman died here ſeveral years ago at the 
great age of 106, At preſent, there are ſeveral perſons bor- 
dering upon go, but none exceed it. . 
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Eminent Perſons —This pariſh has given birth to a . 


military character, Colonel William Ruſſell of Aſhyſteel, 
whoſe heroic exploits in India reflect honour upon himſelf, - 
and do credit to his country, One, in particular, deſerves 5 
to be recorded, as it diſplays the moſt undaunted ſpirit, and 
the moſt intrepid valour. When Manilla, the capital of the 


Philippine Iſles, was ſtormed by the naval and military forces 


under the command of Admiral Corniſh and General Dra- 
per, he, at the head of a ſelect party, was the firſt man that 


entered the breach, and took poſſeſſion of the city. Never 
was courage put to a ſeverer teſt, and never was heroiſm 


more diſplayed. When the arduous and dangerous nature 
of the enterpriſe is duly conſidered, it may well be compared 
to the moſt celebrated martial atchievements either of an- 


cient or modern times. 


Mary Scott, “the flower of Yarrow,” ſo highly celebra- 


ted in ſong, was allo a native of this pariſh. According to 


tradition, ſhe was the daughter of Walter Scott, Eſquire, of 
Dryhope, and was reckoned the faireſt and moſt handſome 


woman in the foreſt, Hence ſhe had a number of ſuitors, 
who ſolicited the honour of a matrimonial alliance with her. 


In preference to all other candidates, ſhe gave her hand to 
Scott of Harden, From this marriage there ſprung a daugh- 


ter, who was wedded to the eldeſt ſon of the Baronet of 
Stobbs, commonly called © Gibby with the golden garters.” 
From them are deſcended the preſent Sir William Elliot of 
Stobbs and Lord Heathfield. A circumſtance relating to 


their marriage-contraCct merits a place in hiſtoric records, as 


it ſtrongly marks the. predatory ſpirit of the times. Finding 
it inconvenient to take home his wife, Gibby beſought his 
father-in-law to lodge her for ſome time. With this requeſt 
he complied, upon condition that he was to receive, for her 


board, the plunder of the firſt harveſt moon, A moſt ſin- 


VorL, VII. — ular 


4 — de : FE NS CORSA 5 
WAL r — — ; 2 2 — 1 5 — — . r „ OE IL. , a 
„ eo apt ar Ont * us 3 r rr 9 — —— 5 0 — 
1 2 FA i" * — 8 P « b . N ä 2 
—— n — | e „ r WAY NG EE _ x bo N 7 oy mon fn 
. Fd 4 * — * * — 1 * —— — G HCO I NN RR  ——— —— — : — _ —— 
. 


Aya ago 


RC ont 
= DIY — — 
— —— — 


Rep; 


Sx 
Mg — 
ws FIT 
* ” 
OE my * * 


— — 


Q 9 
8 — 


3 
— 7 — 

OF At rene 7 ——— . 

— - OS — © — L. — 


1 — 6 << SR f — ke rr NN N ” ay : SF * pe * 

— - _—_ h : 2 « * OY ob Ae hw at IF ANA S Wy 1 K 3 8 „ 5 en : : bn. We ö 1 F INI * 
e IT EAGER gd." Ee ET EEE EL EE nes SU PEE IE egy, 2 2 . .. I RAD cubannrhe — < 
2 822 Code * l — gr — — pa Lea 4 3 2 HWY W 4 * hy pm og I 7 es. "AE, 
2e n . T DO 3 hs ö re 2 


p — 2 - ” , r "I - n N — 
— 3 STAT = n — —— 2 —— 5 8 S — . 
L . ce chat 5 yy WI FE l — Pe 3 IEEE Ent Mari. aa _ lk? Bogen 
: 7 5 Raps ts "Fs 4 LE ee ne 3 r "Fug + — — = apt — = 8 
8 * ou * 283 8 — 2,05 : U — + E — — UA * 22 1 — — An EST - 2 Ae = I = — 
i = ; - - : — — — wi Sn 1+ , = ; . x 5 -- : 6 5 IX - 5 — — — 72 * — 7 (EX = AR — F 2 * 1 - — _ — — 
— : — — . 3, . 3 Dez n * Nr * 8 „ — 5 l - \ 
W—= 2 — . - As. ng STE: 7 I 1 , . . fr. 5 
5. 7 2 I = =; *# — 7 J Cay. vo 2; Cn £ 8 8 S e * * ny — — — * : | : == 
— — — — — — ͤñ— , , — E r * on ie. < tobe at New b — e . = x * 1 * r r et 3 LP ay agony ne) — d + 2 7 1 2 * — 2 -_ a> 
UP wöĩ!ĩ;5X ꝗ “ꝙũĩũ ⁵˙ . oe HS Ee EE EC rowing 3 2 yew 2 5 —— > > 
— — ==, . . *. VE n My . . 4 - — — N 7 > 1 2 2 rf Aa. * Es x; I & 3 N "a ASL. a e TR, Fe = Fat 2 Ds -, airs, by oo INE? 5 VE == - EE. : 
— — bt — — * ö * 1 3 r b ,4 N = > 8 5 - — — bet _—_— - 
- "VET" * IE- 0 8 . . — — - 5 * r 2 8 : or pt p * k 8 3 nl e n - : FFP 
mW . - 1 SETS * 8 r N ie - g n Is ae = . Later RT win i n X of eee . SEC Tha cats . 2 — 7 n — nan rr e n PETE ERS EET = 9 pt "Ea \ 
5 — an 5 332 oh JE NR — 5 ; . y ? : > 1 . 7 2 2 7 L ESE . . a - . L a — — rm] — 
* y _ a e 1 + _ 2 * 2 * 5 ** . - 2 7 2 — 4 * — b 3 I + * L — 2 Ar £2 on _ = E ent tc £ > 
r — 5 an. ge — — pr 3 1 - x7. $ — Mn ! SS Late CRyE aw 455, HEL IP's et oe S 1 : 1 De r CER Bs CELL DT 5 ag 8 - ; Smeg ion nn Et Se — SS. 
— Ls 5 DN OFT. . 7 1 2 2 r r SURRY — =; Ds Bag Ria Sn ard 1 I Fo se . 5. re ee " p 1 . £6234 DEM = — — 2 > cage —ͤ—e—h — 2 I TE RE. 2085 © 6 ca 
1 * TT 2 7 * — 0 : 8 1 © *w oF BL: „ — r o 4 : 5 ; g 7 * . — — — ts —— — > rs, 7777 TT FFF EEE 8 > 
IL. Is 8 3 & 7 17 38 * : ER. P . I he Tn, x, „ 123 2 — — 5 S . ; 
5 2 —_ ” x 
: = 
4 


— - =# 
Fc = 
— 


— 

* 

— 
_ 


506 n Statiſtica! Account 


8 las FE Aion, and highly charafteriſtic of the licendouſrl | 


5 me en; of the 1 in | which it was made, 


F —[In former times, the "TERA were much more 
5 numerous than at preſent. Several farms, which were oc- 


cupied by 2 or 3 perſons, are now poſſeſſed by one man, 


which has occaſioned a great diminution of the farmers, 


Their preſent number amount to 40, * rent farms from 


| Gol, to 3891 12 annum. 


Aren Tb pariſh is not remarkable for agriculture, 


| Wheat is never attempted, as both the ſoil and climate are 
_ unfriendly to its growth, Sown graſs and flax are but rare- 


ly raiſed. Barley, oats, peaſe, potatoes, and turnips, are the 


chief crops produced, and theſe but in ſmall quantities. The 
number of acres annually employed in raiſing theſe may be 
eftimated at 1000, The remainder of the pariſh conſiſts 
wholly of ſheep paſture. But what may be the quantity of 
acres it contains in whole, cannot be accurately defined, as a 
complete meaſurement has never taken place. Calculating 


upon the number of ſheep, horſes, and cattle, maintained by 


i; they cannot be leſs than 60,000, 


Seed. time ad Harveſt. —In favourable ſeaſons, the farmers 


begin to ſow about the middle of March, and to reap about 


the middle of September. Both ſeed-time and harveſt are 
often, however, by reaſon of the prevalency of rains and 


colds i in this country, much later. April is ſometimes con- 
85 ſiderably advanced before ſowing commences, and Novem- 


ber is frequently far gone before the crops are all cut down 
and lodged | in the barn-yard. 


Imports and Exports, —Owing to the little arable land in 
_ 533 the 
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the pariſh, it is unable to ſupply itſelf with proviſions. 
Hence conſiderable quantities of meal of all kinds are an- 


nually imported. But, on the other hand, to counterbalance 
this diſadvantage under which the pariſh labours, it exports 
yearly an immenſe number of ſheep, a few horſes and black 


cattle, and a conſiderable quantity of wool and cheeſe. 8 


Mood. — This pariſh formerly abounded with wood, inſo- 
much that it received the deſignation {till belonging to ir, of 


Eterick Foręſt. But the name is now egregiouſly miſapplied, 
as every remnant of the old wood hath entirely diſappeared. 
From the great quantities of oak ſtill found in the moſles, it 


ſeems to have conſtituted the principal ſpecies. The new 
plantations are but rare and ſmall. At Hangingſhaw, the 


once beautiful, but now ruinous feat of the Murrays of Philip= 


haugh, there is a conſiderable quantity of thriving Wood, 
Small clumps of planting are alſo found upon moſt of the 


farms belonging to the Duke of Buccleugh, and which, ina 
few years, will be of great ſervice to the pariſh. At preſent, 
it labours under a great diſadvantage, from the ſcarcity of 


this neceſſary article. 


Church, School, and Pcor.,—In former times the parochial 
church ſtood in a ſituation, and went by a name, very diffe- 
rent from its preſent poſition and denomination. It was ſi- 
tuated upon the ſide of St Mary's loch, and was ſtiled St 


Mary's kirk. As this is the very weſtern extremity of the 
pariſh, it was found extremely inconvenient for the generali- 
ty of the pariſhioners. Conſequently, about the year 1640, 
it was judged neceſſary to alter the place of worſhip, and to 


erect the preſent church, which is about 8 miles to the eaſt- 
ward of the old one, and much more centrical for the pariſh. 
But although the ſituation of the church was changed, that 
- m_— of 
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: of the Hebe was continued and ſtill! is, which conſiſts hath 


of ſheep paſture, and contains at leaſt 200 acres of ground. 
The old burial ground alſo remains, and is ſtill employed as 
ſuch. In it ſeveral families, both of this and the adjacent pa. 
riſhes, inter their dead. The ſtipend, including the rent paid 
for the above mentioned glebe, may be valued at 1201, Ster- 
ling. There has been no augmentation ſince the year 1931, 
At that time it was conſidered as a good living. The funds 
for augmentation are ſtill very great. The right of patron. 
age is veſted in the Crown, — The parochial ſchool is at pre- 
 fint in a very flouriſhing ſtate. _ Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, 
book- keeping, land-ſurveying, and mathematics, are taught 
after the neweſt and moſt improved methods. The ſalary is 
only 1co merks Scots, which is a ſum by no means adequate 
to the extent and land rent of the pariſh, and totally inſuffi- 
cient either to ſupport the dignity of a ſchoolmaſter, or to 
reward him for his uſeful labours. The ſchool-houſe is in 
excellent repair, and accommodated for lodging ſeveral board- 


ers. Laſt winter, the ſchoolmaſter had 8 ſcholars boarded 


with him. Beſides the parochial ſchool, there is another ſi- 
tuated unon the Etterick river, where the branches of edu- 
cation already mentioned are alſo taught. For this ſchool 
there is no ſalary allotted, The ſchoolmaſter has nothing to 
depend upon for his ſubſiſtence, but the emoluments ariſing 
from the ſchool fees, and a guinea gratuitouſly given annually 
by that benevolent nobleman the Duke of Buccleugh. Were 

the other heritors to imitate his laudable example, and thus 
_ countenance a ſeminary of learning highly neceſſary for the 
place, it would ſurely be hi ghly for their honour. As they 
are noblemen and gentlemen of the moſt reſpectable charac- 
ters, and generous diſpoſitious, it is to be hoped, this will be 
brought about upon a proper application to them. The 
{chool- houle ! is in Bs order, being built lately, partly by 


ſubſcription, 


rabſcript 
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leon, and partly by the ſurplus of yoor's rates. 


There are 57 perſons upon the poor's roll at this time. None 5 
of them are permitted to ftroll and moleſt other pariſhes. 
They are liberally ſupported at their own homes. Every 
perſon's caſe is duly conſidered twice in the year, and a ſum 


allotted to them ſuitable to their exigency. Beſides the 


weekly collections on Sunday, the funds appropriated for 
their maintenance are the aſſeſſments upon the heritors and 
tenants. Since their firſt inſtitution theſe have increaſed 
conſiderably. At their commencement they were moderate, 
owing to the ſmall number of penſioners. Now theſe are 
greatly multiplied, and the poor's rates are egregiouſly ſwel- 
Jed, Laſt year they amounted to 120 |. Sterling. Though 
eſtabliſhed upon generous principles, and deſtined to relieve 
virtuous poverty and diſtreſs, yet their benevolent deſign is | 
in ſome meaſure counteracted, by the temptation they hold 
out to floth and diflipation. There is reaſon to ſuſpect, that 


many taking advantage of this proviſion for indigence and 


trouble, ſquander away what they earn, and are at no pains 


to ſecure for themſelves a ſubſiſtence, either when laid upon 
a bed of ſickneſs, or ſubjected to the infirmities of old age. 


But notwithſtanding its abuſe in ſome inſtances, it is ſurely a 
noble inſtitution, and reflects the higheſt honour upon this 
country, which is attentive to every claſs of citizens, and de- 


lious that every individual ſhould enjoy, if not the comforts, 
at leaſt the neceſſaries of life. | 


Fuel. The fuel generally made uſe of is peat. In the up- 


per part of the pariſh it is of an excellent quality, and found 
in great abundance z—in the lower it is both very ſcarce and 
bad, Upon which account the farmers in this diſtrict com- 


mouly make uſe of ſeveral cart load of coal, which they drive 
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all the way from Lothian. But theſe as they coſt 3 d. the 
| ſtone by the time they are laid down here, are far beyond 
the purchaſe of the poor people. "Their ſole dependence is 
Eu” the peat and the heather. 


0 account of the riſing prices of ſheep and 


wool, the rent of the pariſh has increaſed very much of late | 


Fears. At preſent it amounts to 50001. Sterling. The va- 
lued rent is 31,377 l. 98. 8 d. Scotch. An immenſe valua- 
tion | for: a 885 pariſh. = 


N —The wages uſually paid to ſervants 3 in 
5 huſbandry are from 6 to 71. Sterling to males, and from 3 1, 
10s. to 41. to females. Day-labourers receive 8 d. together 
with victuals, without them 14d. Taylors, ſhoemakers, 
weavers, maſons, and wrights, earn from 1 5 to 20 d. per day, 
Wages of all kinds have rapidly increaſed of late years, and 
are ſtill upon £ the rilng & hand. 


: Antiquities —Throughout all the pariſh, 1 i 3 


rous remains of old caſtles, formerly the ſeats of the feudal 


barons. Their conſtruction and ſituation highly mark the 
ruſticity and ferocity of the times in which they were built. 
They are for the moſt part conſtructed upon the ſides of the 

hills, in the rudeſt and ſtrongeſt manner; and have been 
evidently deſigned to protect the poſſeſſors of them from 


the aſſualts of neighbouring chieftains and Engliſh inva- 


ders, with whom they lived in a ſtate of perpetual war- | 


fare. 


Diſadvantages.— This pariſh labours under ſeveral diſad· 


vantages, one of which is the diſtance of coal and lime, to- 


gether with free- ſtone; the former of which are diſtant 30, 
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the latter 18 miles. Another originates from the diſtance of 


market towns. Selkirk is the neareſt, and even it is diſtant 
$ miles from the manſe. The bad ſtate of the roads conſti- 


tures a third. It is only of late years that any attention hath 
been paid to them. Now a communication for carriages is 

opened up the Yarrow river, from Selkirk to Moffat and the 
weſt country. Another road is carried up the Etterick river, 


x far as Etterick church; but both theſe, eſpecially that of 


Etterick, require great amendments. The croſs roads are all 

in a ſtate of nature, and in ſome places are exceſſively deep. 
The ſnow alſo at times is productive of great inconveniency 
and hardſhip to the ſtoremaſters in the upper diſtrict of the 
pariſh. Frequently they have been obliged to fly to the low 


countries for proviſion for their flocks, and after all their toil 
and expence many of them have been cut off. In the years 


1772 and 1774, they ſuſtained immenſe loſſes. Some whole 
farms were almoſt deſolated by the mortality among the 
ſheep, occaſioned by the ſeverity of the winters, The ſcar- 
city of bridges is likewiſe a great drawback upon this pariſh. 


Frequently is the traveller, by the ſwelling of the ri. 


ers, either obſtructed altogether upon his route, or obli- 
ged to go many miles about, in order to purſue his jour- 


ne. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, No particular manufactures are 


carried on in the pariſh. Houſehold expences are greatly 


increaſed of late years. Landed property ſeldom changes. 
The beſt arable land is not worth more than a guinea per 


acre, Very little of the pariſh is incloſed. The dreſs of the 


inhabitants is much altered from what it was 20 or 30 years 


ago, A ſpirit for feuipg at preſent prevails among the peo- 


tle, One whole farm belonging to the Duke of Buccleugh 
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Was this year ones out into ſmall parcels, upon which the 
fevers are building very neat houſes. Fe 

The people are in general ſober, devout, and induſtrious, 

None have been baniſhed the country in the memory of any 


perſon now living. They enjoy in a conſiderable degree the 
_ comforts of life, and appear to ve contented with their cir | 
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Carſefairn. 
NUMBER XLIX. 


PARISH OF CARSEFAIRN. 


(Stewartry 1 Cel NY of 4 Kirk 22 * 


Synod of Galloway. ) 
By the is My Saul SmiTH.. 


ky. 
Mate. | / 


IAR SE FAIR NN or Carſefern, compounded of Carſe and 


I fern, moſt probably derives its name from the ſitua- 


tion of the church, which is upon an extenſive plain on the 
banks of Deugh, and which at the time of its erection had . 


been covered with fern. 


Soil, Produce, Qc.—Excepting the plain on which the 
church is ſituated, and a few more very ſmall ſpots on the 


banks of the rivers, the country is all hilly. The high hills 
are all green—the lower ones generally covered with heath, 
and interſperſed with large flats of moſs. The ſoil for paſtu- 


rage is chiefly of two kinds: The ſpongy and wet, which 
yields the moſt luxuriant herbage; and the dry, which is by 
far the moſt nutritive paſture, It is reckoned, however, an 
advantage for a farm to have both kinds, and moſt farms 


have this advantage. There are perhaps 1000 acres of ara- 
ble ground in the pariſh, though ſeldom above a tenth part 
in tillage. Double that quantity of meadow grounds; a good 
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deal of which is cut only once in two years. About 1 50 


years ago wood had abounded; now any that remains ſcarce. 
Iron ore might be found in a. 
bundance, and formerly iron mines were wrought z but diſ. 


ly deſerves to be mentioned. 


| continued as ſoon as the wood for charcoal was exhauſted, 


Were the working of iron to be again reſumed, it is proba. | 


ble from the expence of coal, and the great diſtance to any 
ſea- port, it would yield but little profit. Almoſt all the 
ſprings are chalybeates, ſome of which are excellent; but as 


they lie remote from any ee, i is e 5 never 


will be frequented. 


Ai, Climate; end Diftaſne——Moch more rain falls here 
than in the lower parts of the county; and as the ſituation is 
high, and the grounds in moſt places wet, the air muſt be 


_ comparatively moiſt, yet it is extremely falubrious. Epides 


' mics are rarely known. 
tive of the pariſh, They are indeed occaſionally imported 
by the cattle drivers, when they return from the fens of 
England; and in a variety of inſtances it has been obſerved, 
that the diſeaſe did not make its appearance for ſeveral weeks 
after the infection had been received. Other fevers here are 
of the ſlow nervous kind. They appear only among ſome of 
the lower claſſes, and are evidently owing to cold damp 


houſes, want of cleanlineſs, and of proper food. Scurvies 


are little known, though moſt of the inhabitants live all the 


year round on faſted proviſions, which they uſe in great a- 
bundance. The pernicious conſequences of this mode of li- 


ving are obviated by the plentiful uſe of potatoes, and other 
vegetables. The rheumatiſm, it might be expected, would 


be a prevalent diſorder in a cold and damp country, parti« | 


cularly when it is conſidered, that the ſhepherds mult often 


after being greatly overheated in climbing the ſteep moun- 
| tains, 
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3 8 
tains, be expoſed to the piercing air on their ſummits, and that 
they often continue wet for whole days and nights. That iv is 
not ſo muſt be attributed in a good meaſure to the diſcreet uſe 
of warm woollen clothes, particularly the laid, with urn N 


oy inhabitant of * pariſh male and A is -providen.” ., 
: State 


It may not, perhaps, be improper, to take notice of one o. 
ther diſeale which formerly prevailed in this, and itill prevails 


in many other places of the ſouth of Scotland, viz, the 


yaws, This diſeaſe is always caught by infection. The vi- 


rus which ſpreads. the contagion, is evidently of the venereal 


kind; but the mode of receiving it is different in this and in 


the lues venerea. The infection is almoll invariably commu- 
nieated by the ſaliva of the perſon diſeaſed. The firſt fſymp- 
toms are uſually a pricking pain, with a ſlght inflammation, 


O 


and ſometimes a ſmall ulcer in one or both ſides of the throat. 
The inflammation often extends over the fauces and uvula. 
The amygdalae, and fometimes parotids, ſwell on one or both. 


ſides. In this ſtage of the diſeaſe, it is impoſfible to diltinguith 


it from a flight cynanche, or common ſore throat. Afterwards 


the pain and inflammation, inltead of being removed by the 
means which uſually prove effectual in the cure ot the cynauche, 
gradually increaſe for ſeveral weeks or months. by this time 
the whole of the fluids are tainted, and the diſeaſe further makes 
its appearance on the ſcrotum, penis, and ſides of the thighs, 
or perhaps more frequently in tumonrs in the anus, which toon 
break, and become painful ulcers. Red or purple: pots ſome- 


umes appear on the breaſt, or other places of the ſkin, and the 
hole habit of body is diſordered. Though the diſeaſe uta.ily 


begins in the fauces, yet the palate is ſeldom much injured, or 
the cartilage of the noſe affected, as in cafe of lues when of 


iong ttanding. The writer has ſeen no caſc w here the bones 


either of the legs or arms were affected. 


The mode of cure is exactly the ſame as in a Sen d lnes, 
by the uſe of mercuiy, to ſuch a degree as genliy to affect the 


mouth, and for ſuch a length of time as may remove every 
ſymptom, which will ſeldom be leſs than tix weeks or two 
months, and often conſiderably more. An effeciual mode of 
preventing it is neither to ſup from the ſame diſh, drink from 
ihe ſame up or inioxe from the lame pipe, which bath b--n 
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Sͤtate of Properties. —One half of the pariſh belongs to Mr 
Macadam of Craigengillen, The other half is divided a. 
mong 14 different heritors, only two of whom are reſiden- 
ters. The valuation of the pariſh is 57601. Scots, The 
real rent 28001. Sterling. The farmers at an average pay 


upwards of 200 l. yearly rent. 


Number of Sheep, „ 
—.— Black Cattle 1203 
—— — Horles, — — 83 
— — Path 5 = 
— — Carts, — "= 19 
—-— Goats, I ns 


Population. In 1755, the numbers were 609.—At preſent 
461. —Decreaſe 148.——Under 10 years 112 From 10 to 
o, 278—Above 50, 70. No accurate pariſh regiſter has 
been ever kept; but it is evident, from remains of old houſes 
in every farm, that the inhabitants had at ſome former pe- 
riod been nearly double of what they are at preſent, They 


have increaſed a little of late years, and appear ſtill to be in« 


_ crealing, from the building of a village which contains 60 in- 
habitants. = | 


Paflurage, —Though agriculture is yet in a rude ſtate, this 
is by no means the caſe with reſpect to the management of 
| ſheep and black cattle, In this, perhaps, the farmers in this 
pariſh are inferior to none in any part of Galloway. Few of 
them have leſs than 2000 ſheep; and they are attentive to e- 
very method of improving them, and guarding them againſt 

| 2 - the 
uſed by a perſon infected. By the uſe of theſe precautions, a 


very troubleſome diſorder is removed from this pariſh, and 
might ſoon be extirpated every where. 
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the various accidents to which they are liable, The princi- 


pal methods of improvement which have been adopted of 
late years are, ſtocking lightly ; taking low farms for winter, 


or reſerving winter graſs in the loweſt parts of the ſame 


farm; ſelecting the beſt rams, which they often bring from 
diſtant places where they can find them, of better ſize and 
ſhape, and equally hardy ; ſelling off the weak ewes in the 
latter end of the ſeaſon, and the ſmall lambs either at that 
time or about Lammas. Where the farm is large, dividing 


the ſheep into different flocks, which are kept ſeparate all 
the year round, and changing the rams from one flock to an- 


other; ſending the rams to richer paſture in the winter and 
ſpring ; ſmearing much lighter than was formerly the prac- 


tice. It is never found advantageous to give up ſmearing al- 


together, though it has often been tried. The ſheep always 
became worſe, and the wool leſs in quantity, and 4 inferior in 
quality, unleſs the ſeaſon was remarkably mild. 

The farmers here have certainly given leſs attention to che 


improvement of wool than it merits. The only ſheep uſed i is 


the common black and grey faced, and no fair trials have 


been made, whether any other ſpecies with finer wool would 


thrive with them, though they are invariably of opinion that 
they would not. Hence the wool is in general coarſe. It 
ſells theſe two years paſt from 6 to 8 s. per ſtone, or 26 lib. 
averdupois, The mutton is excellent, and improves in qua- 


lity till the wedder is 6 years old. They are uſually fold at 


three. A wedder of this age weighs 10 or 11 lib, averdu- 


pois per leg, has 6 or 7 lib. ditto of fat, and ſells at 11s. 


Part are ſent to the markets in the north of England in ſum- 


mer, but the greateſt quantity to Edinburgh in the end of 


harveſt. —The [two moſt fatal diſeaſes of ſheep are the rot 
and fickneſs, Theſe two dreadful maladies uſed often for- 
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merly to ſweep away the half of a ſtock, but ſeldom now 
make very great havock. The means to prevent the former 
is to ſtock light, and after bad ſeaſons to ſell off every one 

| that is ſuſpected. The beſt method of preventing the latter 
is to take the young ſheep which are moſt liable to it either 


to a different farm, or to another part of the ſame tarm, | 


where the quality of the ſoil is different, The cure of either 
is never attempted, though there can be no doubt it would 

often ſucceed, if the diſeaſed ſheep were obſerved on the 
| firſt attack, The proper cure of the rot wo. ald be falt mar. 
ſhes, or houſe feeding. The ſickneſs is an inflammation of the 


inteſtines, and ought certainly to be treated wy . in- 


jections, and warm fermentation, 
In one or two farms a diſcaſe alſo prevails. termed the 
vanqu 1. It ariſes from feeding on dry barren moſs, void of 


mal nouriſhment, to which the creatures are ſo attached, that 


they will never leave it till they die of emaciation, In this 
diſcaſe the horns uſually become red. This diſeaſe almoſt 
conſtantly proves fatal, unleſs the ſheep are removed to the 


low grounds, and put on better paſture, which always * 


rates a Cure. 


Another diſcaſe very common on ſome farms is termed 


the gripping. This is evidently a paraletic or nervous affec- 
tion, where one or more of the limbs, or ſometimes the whole 


body is affected. 
The cold bath is often uſed with advantage. 

The ſturdy or hydrocephalus i is alſo a well known diſeaſe 
among the ſheep. It admits of no cure but cutting and ta- 
king out the water, which ſometimes proves ſucceſsful, even 


when perforined by the coarſe hand of the ſhepherd, with no 


other inſtrument than a common knife. 
| be 


It might probably be cured by laudanums 
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or light carriage of any in Scotland, 


Manners, The 3 of this pariſh have not 


been careleſs of their own improvement, and have made no in- 


conſiderable progrels i in civilization. Placed all in eaſy circum- 


ſtances 3 enjoying not only the neceſſaries, but many of the 
conveniencies, and ſome of the luxuries of life; favoured 
with many intervals of leiſure without enticements to diflipa- 
ton, they have been careful to cultivate their minds; they 
pleaſe themſelves with rural or innocent ſocial amuſements, 
of which they are extremely fond; and, upon the whole, 


appear to be in that middle ſtate betwixt opulence and want, 


barbarity and refinement, which is perhaps of all others moſt _ 
favourable to happineſs. Pride, envy, and ambition are, per- 
haps, the moſt prevalent vices ; Sobriety, induſtry, and hoſpi- 


tallty the moſt diſtinguiſhing virtues, The writer of this 


has been ſurpriſed to find oftentimes in their little libraries, 


lome of the beſt authors in the Engliſh language. 


Church, School, 8 Por. The church and manſe are 


ſnall, but in tolerable repair. The ſtipend 500 1. Scotch, 
ad 3 chalders of victual, two-parts meal, and one-third bear, 


with 


of Carſefairn. HK of 6 
The farmers in this pariſh are alſo a Killed i in the ma- 
ugement of black cattle, and breed great numbers of them. 
They never attempt to raiſe them of a large ſize; but are 
rery attentive to the ſhapes both of bull and cow, and ac. 
cordingly rear them very handſome, It is a well known fact, 
that in muir farms where the paſture i is coarſe, a {mall cow 
will not only give as much milk, but even breed as good a 
calf as one much larger. By a little more attention to the. E 
breed of horſes, which they now begin to pay, they might. 
produce ſome of the hardieſt and moſt ſerviceable for riding | 


. 4 — e 
— 4 TIL 7 EK 
9 222 7708 "#66 1 N n 5 "x n = — — 
A p62 ATE oa? — i HAMTS "B63 - RET ere ne Os. r 2 — : 
ons ah LS THAT ne OT Eo SEW 8 ue Fort tals, 2222. ͤ ͤ ar or 4 rae EONS . 

. 4 8 2 haſte — . ˙ A ds 0 , 5 5 - 
core wh i * 4 EET EIT, po * 8 . 22 — — 

FP ͤ TE OE CIO x yn EN Co — tpn ben= : 5 — — 

Q — Pong = mg 2 > 


3 
82 — 

3 
X 


oe 


dg: eee 
r — 


z 4/1 


. 


nn * glebe and graſs ; but in ſo high and expoſed , 


country not very valuable. The emoluments of the [chool 
we 161. a- year at an average. 


22 Arcvant 


| The poor are few in number, and well provided for, The 


funds of late years have conſiderably increaſed. Seceders of 
all deſeriptions are almoſt entirely extirpated. All the inha- 
bitants are punctual in attending on public worſhip, ” 1 
1 5 no means either ſuperſtitious 1 or enthuſiaſtic, 9 
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NUMBER I. 
PARISH OF BOWER. 


(Con of b of Caithneſe—S$y nod 
* Sutherland and * as 


; | the Reverend Mr Wil 1 OMITH, 


- Nino ond Appearance. 


THE name of Bower, as of moſt places in this country, 

ſeems to be derived from the Daniſh language, and is 
faid to denote a valley, (or what in Scotch is called a carſe). 
The pariſh is 7 miles in length, and 3 in breadth. The cul- 
tivated land is, in general, a long extended vale from weſt to 
eaſt, formed by a gently riſing ground on the north and 
ſouth, but interſected about the centre by a ridge of green 


hill, running from north to ſouth throughout the whole 


breadth, which afterwards being directed eaſtward, is the 
boundary between Bower and Watten. 

This pariſh is, in general, flat and low lying; and, like the 
reſt of the ſhire of Caithneſs, can hardly be ſaid to have hills 
in it, On the above mentioned ridge of riſing ground, 

which almoſt equally divides the pariſh, betwixt Bower Tower 
and Brabſter, to the weſt of the kirk, is a large ſtone, about 
d feet above ground, called Stone Lude or Lutt, perhaps from 
a great man Liotus, mentioned by Torfaeus, who is ſaid to 
have reſided in this neighbourhood ; or from Lada, and may 
have been a place of Pagan worſhip, Beſides ſeveral tumuli, 
Vor. VII. 3 U | or 
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or heaps of ſtones, ſuch as the Croſs of Bower, the Cairn of 
Heather Cow, the Cairn of Uſhally, and many others, ſitua. 
ted on every eminence in the pariſh, and in the country in 
general. Some make Ludgate to denote Lord's gate, and ſo 

© called as it leads to St Paul's at London. 


The Cairn of Heather Cow is ſurrounded by 6 or ) eirchs, 


deſcribed at different diſtances around by large ſtones fet on 
edge, and ſeems to be fome monument of Druidical antiquity, 
It is fituated about an Engliſh mile ſouth from the kirk, from 
: which the ground riſes by a gradual aſcent, till it terminates 
in a round top. On this eminence, which is the higheſt 
ground in the pariſh, there is a circular building of ſtones, 
about 9 feet in diameter, and 4 or 5 feet high, aſcending by 

2 or 3 ſteps, like a ſtair, on one fide. From it there is a 
very extenſive proſpect of the country, and part of every pa · 
riſh in it. In a clear day, we may here have a view almoſt 
of the general outlines of the country: Of the hills which 


ſeparate Sutherland and Caithneſs ; of the Strathnaver hills; 


| of part of the North Sea and Pentland Frith; ſome of the 
Orkney Iſles; and the entrance into the Murray Frith at 
| Rieſe Bay. From this hill and its environs moſt of the fue! 

5 of the pariſh is taken z and of it there is great abundance, 


Soil and Produce —Moſt of the commons in this pariſh are 


covered with green, and may be very eaſily converted into 
good arable land. But, by the manner of cultivating them 
| hitherto in patches, and by building {mall cottages on them, 


there is no very valuable acquiſition of arable land obtained, 
and the paſture ground is much diminiſhed. —The arable land 
conſiſts of various kinds of foil, but principally ſtrong clay 
and loam, and might be much improved by draining the low 


and marihy grounds. — The grains chiefly cultivated here are 


þear and oats, but moſt of the latter; and it is believed, that 
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q — quantity of d is brought to the market from 
this than almoſt any pariſh in Caithneſs. The quantity of 
victual fold annually by the proprietors alone, out of their 
rents and farms, will be upwards of 2000 bolls.—The pariſh 
is divided at preſent n n * two of whom re- 
fide 1 in it. 


— Services. The valged rent of the pariſh is 27611; 
16s, Scotch; the real rent about 1 5col., Sterling; and 
would, no doubt, be much advanced, if the farmers had 
ſufficient encouragement to improve and incloſe their poſſeſ- 
ions, by getting leaſes, and by being exempted from the ſer- 
vices and cuſtoms which are ſtill more or leſs exacted almoſt 
every where in this pariſh, according to ancient practice; 
though, in many places, ſome of them are converted into 
money, and not unlimited as formerly. Benjamin William- 
ſon, younger of Banneſkirk, ſeems to have done molt in 
aboliſhing the ſervitude on part of his eſtate in this pariſh, 
and has further encouraged ſome of his tenants, by giving 
leaſes of 19 years. The converſion of ſervices has hitherto 
been gradual and progreſſive; and perhaps the moſt adviſe. 
able plan, for the preſent, is to exact victual rather than 
money for them, as the poor people are frequently at a loſs. 
in turning their commodities into money to the beſt advan- 
tage, and are bad oeconomiſts of it when they have got it. 
Ia the firſt ſtage of ſervitude it was unlimited, the people 
being obliged, upon any occaſion, and at any time, when 
called upon, to come out to their maſter's work; and the 
ſervice performed was executed in the moſt llovenly and ſu- 
perficial manner poſſible, Beſides the unprofitableneſs of 
this ſcheme, it was moſt pernicious in a moral view, as it laid 
a foundation for every indolent and diſhoneſt habit. In the 
next ſtage, a partial limitation and reſtriction took place; 
and 


o 
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and a certain piece of work was agreed upon; which being 
| known, was executed more ſpeedily, and was all in favour of 
the active and induſtrious, as they had more the command 
of their time, and might apply themſelves with r more Tucceſs 


ER; to the inan en of ey own — 


Former and Preſent State ewe proprietor ks a cet. 


tain ſmall extent of land to his tenants, for which he received 


the greater part of his rent in victual, and a very ſmall ac- 
knowledgment in money, (ſpecie being then very rare in the 
country), in name of groſs rent. The tenants of this de- 
ſcription were bound to pay the following ſervices : T illing, 
dunging, ſowing, and harrowing, a part of an extenſive farm 
or mains, in the proprietor's natural poſſeſſion. They pro- 
vided a certain quantity of peats for his fuel, carried feal and 
divot, thatched a part of his houſes, and furniſhed ſimmons 
for that purpoſe, as well as for ſecuring his corns in the barn- 
| yard; They weeded the land, led a certain quantity of mid- 
den feal from the common for manure to his farm : They 
mowed, made, and ingathered his hay, the fpontaneous pro- 


duce of the meadow and marſhy grounds: They cut down, | 
ingathered, threſhed out in part, manufactured, and carried | 


to market, the growth of this farm. Beſides theſe ſervices, 
the tenants paid in kind the following articles, under the 

name of cuſtoms, viz. ſtraw-cazzies, which were uſed as 
tacks for carrying victual; fide ropes, made of hair, for 
drawing the plough-halters; floſs or reeds, uſed for theſe and 
ſimilar purpoſes z teathers made of heather; ſtraw for thatch, 
Kc. Beſides thefe, the tenants wintered a beaſt or more 
each, according to the extent of his poſſeſſion, paid vicarage, 
or {mall teind, meat lamb, wedder, or more, hawk, hen, and 
eggs, out of each houſe, with more poultry, according to the 


extent of their farms; meat and teind geeſe, meat ſwine, 
and 
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ol 1 mill an. Beſides theſe fleſh duties, graſs 1 in the 


Hiphlands paid veal, kid, butter, and cheeſe, &c. And te- 


- nants on the ſea coaſt paid teind and quatel fiſh, and oil, out 


of each boat belonging to them, and carried ſea-ware for 
manuring the proprietor's farm. Among other articles of 
rent, the parſonage, or great teind, being the tenth ſheaf of 
the tenant's produce, was alſo till lately drawn in harveſt by 
the proprietor in ſome few places in the country, They alfo, 
in general, ſpun a certain quantity of lint for the landlady, 


who likewiſe had from them a certain portion of wool annu- 
ally.— All theſe different payments obtained generally in the 
county of Caithneſs 30 or 40 years ago. Of late, they have 


been converted, in many places, by ſome proprietors in the 


country, into money or victual, or not exacted. The abſence 


of proprietors from their eſtates, which, in that caſe, were let 
to great tackſmen, or to factors, in ſome inſtances, has pro- 
moted the converſion ; while others, from entertaining dif- 
ferent views of their intereſt, whether preſent or abſent, have _ 


cortinued to exact the above payments, leſs or more, accor- 


ding to uſe and wont, In the country, in general, within 
the laſt ten years, a different and more approved ſyſtem of 
farming has begun to be practiſed in many places; and men, 
being convinced of the ſuperior advantages of it, it will, no 
doubt, in a few years univerſally prevail; in conſequence of 
which, the wages of ſervants, and the price of proviſions, 


have conſiderably riſen in value, and will continue to 49 ſo. 


At the period above mentioned, the wages of a man-ſervant 


employed in farming were about 121. Scotch, or 11, Ster- 
ling, per annum, with 52 bolls victual, half barley-meal, and 
half oat-meal z of a woman or boy, half of the above. At 
preſent, the man-ſervant has about 31. Sterling, with 6 or 7 
bolls of victual; the others half of that. A day-labourer's 


wages may be eſtimated about 6d. o. 8d. without meat; 
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but there i is ſeldom work performed in this way.—The ptice 
bf beef, mutton, and pork, is at preſent, at an average, about 


0 per lib. ; of a gooſe, 18. 2 d.; poultry, 4 d. each; which 


is double, in ſome inſtances treble, their value, at the period 


| above mentioned. Butter, of 24 lib. to the ſtone, 103.; 
and cheeſe, 45. per ſtone, —At the period above mentioned, 
moſt of the wearing apparel uſed by the people in the coun- 
try conſiſted of coarſe woollen ſtuffs of their own manufac. 
ture, on which they beſtowed no very expenſive dye. This 
cloathing, though leſs elegant and gaudy than the preſent 
faſhion, ſufficiently anſwered the purpoſes of decency and 
- warmth, and was accounted fully adequate to the ſituation 
and circumſtances of the inhabitants. Of late years, by the 
extenſive importation of cloths, of various kinds, from the 
ſouthern parts of Scotland, and from England, the home 
manufactures of woollen ſtuffs, at leaſt, have been much dif- 
couraged, and almoſt laid aſide.— The cultivation of flax, 
and the weaving of linen cloths, however, ſeem to be daily 
more and more increaſing i in the country. 


5 . and Aan be TRANS of the country 
in general, eſpecially of the lower ranks, live on a very ſpare 


and ſcanty diet, and perhaps much leſs comfortably than 
formerly, the profits of their labour being principally ex- 


pended in purchaſing fineries, of which they are cxceſfively 


fond. By the number and vigilance of revenue officers, and 
by the high duties lately impoſed, the manufacturing of malt, 


and brewing of beer, is much diſcouraged and prevented ; 


and, as to ſpirituous liquors, the encouragement given by the 
legiſlature to the erecting of a number of ſmall diſtilleries, 


ſeems to be very unfavourable both to the health and morals 


of the lieges, eſpecially on  acgount of the conſumption in 
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public meetings, or at markets and country fairs, which, are 
wry frequent in „ EY 


n number of Aba in db h 


rere, 1 in 1755» OP en 34 — 17915 as 3 +, 


Haminable perſon 6 youn 15 Wen 
Males, 639 
| Females, 744 
| 5 : — 1383 m. 
Under 6 years of age,— Boys, 10 
. eee :- 104. 


209 children, 


The people are all of the eſtabliſhed Church, except 20 
or thereabouts, who attend the Antiburgher Seceder Meet- 


ing. houſes in Wick or Thurſo. The firſt ſettlement of the 
Seceders in Caithneſs was in Wick about 20 years ago. The 


cauſe of their diſaffection, they ſay, is principally on account 


of the moral doctrines preached up by the eſtabliſhed clergy, 
vhom they accuſe of placing too much weight on the prac- 
tice of morality. 


een and Poor, —In the pariſh of Bower, the number of 
people at -preſent on the poor's roll are about 35, who 
receive only about 2 8. 6 d. each, at an average, per annum, 
out of the weekly collections at the kirk, the contributions 


being, in general, very trifling ; but, on particular occaſions, 
i collecting for individuals who have fallen into diſtreſs, the 
country people, in proportion to their circumſtances, ſhow 
themſelves very liberal.— The ſtipend is 4 chalders of victual, 
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and 600 merks money, with 100 merks for communion ele- 
N ments; * 381. 178. 970. Beere beſides the vitual, 


; School. —The ſchoviauiſter $ alery l is 1 chalder, or 16 bolt 


oat-meal. The ſchool here was formerly one of the moſt 
flouriſhing in Caithneſs ; but, for 12 years paſt, has had no 
legally qualified teacher. Mr Alexander Miller merchant in 


Thurſo, beſtows 51. a year on a private ſchool | in this you 
for — poor children. 


NUM 


UN! 


(C au; 


| of Kirkwall and Sr Ola, 329 


NUMBER ILL 


UNITED PARISHES or KIRKWALL 


AND ST. OLA. 


(County Fl Orkney —Preſbytery. of K wall —Synd | 


of Orkney). 


By the Reverend Mr GEORGE BARRY. 


Situation aid Name. 


united, or perhaps never were two diſtin& pariſhes. 


For a long time they have had the names which they at pre- 
ſent bear. The track of land which ſtretches around Kirk. 


wall, and which forms the country pariſh, under the name of 
St Ola, was, in all probability, a pariſh before the town was 
built, and derived that name; but at what period, or on 


what occaſion, it is uncertain, from Olaus or Olave, a ſaint, 
and alſo perhaps a King of Norway. Near the center of 
that pariſh ſtands the ancient burgh of Kirkwall, built in a 
narrow ſtrath, extending from the Harbour of Kirkwall, on 


the north, to the Bay of Scalpa, on the ſouth, which are 


about two miles diſtant from each other. The direction of 


the town is in that of the ſtrath. It is waſhed on one ſide 
by the ſea, which forms the Road of Kirkwall; on the other 
by a pleaſant inlet of the ſea, which flows by the back of the 
gardens at high water: It is near an Engliſh mile in length; 


its breadth is very inconſiderable; and it has only one ſtreet, 


Vol. VII. 3 KX ſtretching 


VHESE pariſhes have, for a great number of years, been 
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5 ſtretching from end to end, very inconvenient from its nar. 
rowneſs, as well as from the badneſs of its pavement; and, 
towards this ſtreet, the ends or gables of the houſes are ge- 
nerally placed, which gives the town rather an auk ward ap- 
pearance. The time when, and the perſons by whom this 
place was founded, are both of them loſt in the darkneſs of 
antiquity, If credit is to be given to the Poems of Offian, 
to the time when they are thought to have been written, and 
to the interpretation that has been given of them, it was of 
conſiderable note at a very early period. This was perhaps 
the Carrifthura of that juſtly celebrated work, where was 
the Palace of Cathulla King of Inniſtore, which was he. 
| fieged by Trothal, on account of an indignity which he ima- 
gined he had received from that Prince, and which was af. 
terwards delivered by Cathulla's good friend and ally the 
mighty Fingal. The Danes, we are informed, called it Kirk- 

| Ivog, which both Buchanan and Forfeus improperly thought 
| ſhould have been written Cracoviaca; and that this word 
had firſt been corrupted into Circua, and thence to Kirkwall. 
But all theſe words are ſaid to fignify the ſame thing, name- 
ly, Kirkvaa or Kirkwaa, the Great Church, or perhaps the 
Church of St Magnus.—The number of houſes it contains 


amounts to about 300; and, though it be the common prac- 


| tice for one family only to occupy a houſe, yet it ſometimes 
happens that a houſe lodges two, or even more families, 
Many of theſe houſes bear ſtrong marks of old age, as the 
doors and windows are very ſmall, the walls uncommonly 
thick, and almoſt all the apartments narrow, gloomy, and 
irregular. 'To this form, however, there are alſo many ex- 
ceptions ; for ſuch of them as have been lately repaired or 
rebuilt, and particularly ſuch new ones as have been erected, 

may, both for elegance and conveniency, compare with thoſe 
of any other town of the ſame extent in Scotland. = 
—.— Cathedral, 


of Kirkwal and 57 Ola; 1 jt 


2 —The Cathedral of St Magnus, the King' O 
Caſtle, and the Biſhops and Earl's Palaces, are the only 
buildings here that are any ways remarkable. The firſt of 
theſe is a large Gothic pile, reared by the ſuperſtition of the 
dark ages, nearly in the ſame form and dimenſions with many 
others in different parts of the kingdom. Rognwald, Count 
of Orkney, we are told, laid the foundation of it in the year 
1138. Biſhop Stewart, who lived in the time of King 
James IV. made an addition of three pillars or arches to the 
eaſt end of it, with a window, which, for grandeur and 
beauty, is far ſuperior to any others in the fabric ; and Ro- 
bert Reid, the laſt Popiſh Biſhop of this ſee of Orkney, 
added three pillars to the weſt end of it, which were never 
completely finiſhed, which, in point of elegance, are mucli 
inferior to the former, The length of this ſtately fabric, on 
the outſide, is 226 feet; its breadth 56; the height of the 
main roof is 71; and, from the level of the floor, to the top 
of the ſteeple, is 133 feet. The roof is ſupported by a row 
of 14 pillars on each ſide, beſides four, the moſt magnificent 
of the whole church that ſupport the ſteeple. In it there is 
an excellent chime of bells, which, by the inſcription upon 
them, appear to have been made by Robert Borthwick, in 
the Caſtle of Edinburgh, 1528; and they were furniſhed 
to the Cathedral by Biſhop Robert Maxwell. The window 
in the eaſt is 36 feet high, by 12 broad, including a circular 
roſe window, at the top 12 feet diameter. There is a win- 
dow in the weſt end ſomewhat ſimilar, but much {ſmaller ; as 
allo a roſe window on the ſouth gable of the croſs, of like 
form and dimenſions with that on the top of the eaſt window. 
The circumference of the pillars that ſupport the roof is 15, 
and that of thoſe on which the ſteeple ſtands is 24 feet nearly. 
This church is built of free ſtone, cut both on the out and 
Inſide, covered at preſent with grey ſlate; and is certainly the 


2 | moſt 
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moſt entire one in Scotland; St Mungo's at Glaſgow not ex. 

cepted in which ſtate it has been preſerved by the judicious 

management of the kirk - ſeſſion, out of the ſeat rents, and 
other trifling funds, without any the leaſt ns. to either 
the town or the e SI WES 


Caſtle and Fabeln to the Cathedral of St Mag- 


nus, on the weſt ſide of the ſtreet, ſtood the King's Caſtle of 


Kirkwall. Time, and the ravages of war, have long lince 
laid it in ruins. No tradition remains by whom it was 
fo:imded 3 though it is probable, as Wallace obſerves, from a 
ttone placed in the wall next the ſtreet, on which there was 


ſeen, even in his time, engraven the mitre of a Biſhop with 


his arms, that it has been built by ſome Biſhop of Orkney, 


The walls of it are very thick; the dimenſions are large; 


and the ſtones with which it is conſtructed are fo firmly 
cemented together, that it is more difficult to dig them from 
the rubbiſh of it in which they are buried, than it would be 
from a quarry. This fortreſs feems to have been in good 
repair, and a place of no inconſiderable ſtrength, in the days 


of Patrick Stewart, Earl of Orkney. This man was fon of | 


Nobert Stewart, natural {on of King James V. who, in 1581, 


was created Earl of Orkney. His ſon Patrick, who was a 


man of a haughty turn of mind, and of as cruel a diſpoſition, | 
committed many acts of oppreſſion againſt the people, and 


of rebellion againſt his Sovereign; and, in order to ſcreen 
himſelf from the puniſhment he ſo juſtly deſerved on that 
account, he took refuge in the Caſtle, which he maintained 
with much deſperate valour for ſome time againſt the King's 
troops, till it was ar laſt taken and demoliſhed. This ſame 
Earl had built that extenfive and elegant manſion on the eaſt 
ſide of the town, known now by the nome of the Earl's 
Palace. From the date above the principal door, which iS 
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fill legible, it appears to have been built in 1607, and indi- 
cates much vanity in the founder; for there are engraven 
on ſtones, on many parts of it, the capital letters P, E, O, 
the initials of his name and dignity, This Palace has walls 
remarkably well built, though only of grey ſtone. They are 
at preſent as ſtraight as if they had been erected only 20 
years ago; and there are on ſeveral parts of the building, 
particularly on the corners, projections of hewn ftone, in the 
form of turrets, but, in fact, balcony windows. One very 
ſpacious and elegant hall is the chief part of the manſion : 
Its dimenſions are 58 feet long, 20 broad, and 14 high. 
There is a very large chimney on the fide, and a lefler one 
on the north end of it. A fine Gothic window, 12 feet by 
13, lights it from the ſouth ; and, on the eaſt, there are no 
fewer than two, not much different in form, and 12 feet by 
12 each of them. The building, though conſiderably long, 
confiſts of only two ſtoreys, which renders it leſs pleaſant to 
the eye, and gives it rather a mean appearance. The ground- 
floor is divided into a great many vaults or cells, with little 
fits of windows; and this circumſtance muſt have them made 
not only dark, but damp; and, of conſequence, if ever they 
were inhabited, very inconvenient and diſagreeable habita- 
tions. Near the door, which is entered from the north, is 
the bottom of a beautiful ſtair, which, by three flights of 
ſteps, leads to the hall; below which is a well built of cut 
free ſtone, and furniſhed with water by leaden pipes under 
ground, from the high land to the eaſt of Kirkwall. Like 
other fabrics reared at the ſame period, variety ſeems to have 
been more ſtudied here than uniformity. For a long time 
paſt, it has been unroofed; and no perſon has dwelt in it 
ſince Dr M*Kenzie was Biſhop of this place, who died in 15 
1668. i 5 
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Almoſt adjoining to this ſtands the ruin, denominated the 
Biſhop's Palace, of much greater antiquity; for neither re. 
cord, nor even tradition, has ventured to aſſert any thing re. 
queſting either the time or circumſtances of its foundation, 
So long ago as 1263, the year in which Haco, King of Nor. 
way, undertook an expedition againſt Alexander III. King of 

Scotland, on account of a diſpute that had ariſen about the 
Weſtern Iſles, it would appear to have been a place of conſe. 
 _ quence. This Monarch, on returning from the mouth of 


tte Clyde and the Highlands of Argyleſhire, where he had 


| ſpent the ſummer in waging war with the Scotch, with little 
ſucceſs, reſolved to winter in Orkney; and, for this purpoſe, 

| ſtationed his ſhips in the harbours about the main land, and 
he himſelf took up his quarters in Kirkwall. Here he kept 
court in a hall in the Biſhop's Palace for ſome time, til, 
worn out with diſeaſe, occaſioned perhaps by diſappointment, 
and the fatigues of his unſucceſsful campaign in the ſouth, 


he expired, after a lingering illneſs, and was interred with 


much pomp in the Cathedral Church of Kirkwall, near the 
ſteps that lead to the ſhrine of St Magnus, Earl of Orkney. 
Biſhop Reid repaired, we are certain, or, more properly, re- 
| built ſeveral parts of this ancient manſion; for, on more 
than one place, there are to be ſeen, engraven on ſtones in 
the wall, the firſt letters of his name, and below them his 
arms and his mitre. The whole of that round tower, to the 
north-weſt, was raiſed by him; and, on the ſide that looks 
to the town, there is a ſmall nitch in the wall, occupied, even 
at preſent, by a rude ſtone ſtatue of that very celebrated Pre- 
late. Near to this Palace, on the weſt, this beneficent 
_churchman mortified to the town of Kirkwall a piece of 
ground, for the purpoſe of building a college, for inſtructing 
youth in grammar and the various branches of philoſophy, 
with a very conſiderable ſum of money, for carrying his 
| | —_— | | pious 
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: deſign into effect: But his death, which unfortunately : 


aer ſoon after, on his returning from France, where 
he had been witneſſing Queen Mary's marriage with the 


Dauphin, prevented my part of this excellent plan! 8 being 


arried into een. 


Private Houſes —No marks can be obſerved of the town's | 
being ever of greater extent than it is at preſent ;. nor are 


there any houſes in it uninhabited nor fallen into ruin, and 


no new ones built on their foundation. So far is this from 


deing the caſe, that a good many houſes have been built be- 
jond the precincts of the burgh, though ſo near it as to make 
a part of the town; and within it a houſe no ſooner goes in- 
to diſrepair, or tambles down, than a new one is raiſed in its 


ſtead, of more than double or treble its dimenſions: Beſides, 


houſes of every ſort have become of more requeſt of late 
than they uſed to be, from a competition among thoſe who 


- wiſh to rent them; and they cannot be obtained but with 


much difficulty, and at a rent more than double of that 
which was formerly given for them. Proviſions, too, of eve- 
ry ſort, are raiſed in as great plenty as they were at any for- 


mer period, and brought into the town in as conſiderable, if 


not in greater quantity ; and yet they cannot be purchaſed 
now for leſs than double the money they coſt 20 or 30 years 
ago. To this it may be added, that, fince the writer of this 


account was ſettled miniſter here, 1782, an accurate liſt of 
the people has been twice taken by him, or under-his eye, 


and at his direction; and, though the interval between them 


was only about 6 years, he latter liſt exceeded the former by 


Near 200. Fs 


e commerce of this place, though it can by no 


means be called flouriſning, is, without doubt, rather in an 
| improving 
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improving condition. The catalogue of the commodities 


which this country produces, and which are carried out of it, 


either over ſeas or coaſtways, as well as of the articles 
brought into it, is very conſiderable, as will appear evident 
from a detail of particulars. The principal articles which 


- are generally, exported are beef, pork, butter, tallow, hides, 
- calf ſkins, rabbit ſkins, ſalt fiſh, oil, feathers, linen yarn, and 


coarſe linen cloth, kelp; and, in years of fruitfulneſs, corn in 


10 conſiderable quantity. The chief commodities imported are 
wood, flax, coal, ſugar, ſpirits, wines, ſnuff and tobacco, 


flour and biſquit, ſoap, leather, hard-ware, broad-cloth, 


printed linens, and printed cottons. The imports, in the 
following account of their value, are ſtated at the prices 
given for them at the places from which they are commonly 
brought; and theſe are London, Mancheſter, Newcaſtle, 
Aberdeen, Glaſgow, and Edinburgh. The value of the ex: 
ports, on the other hand, is eſtimated from the prices they 
moſt commonly bring at the markets where they are ſold; 
and theſe are, for the moſt part, the above mentioned places, 


with the addition of Dunbarton, Liverpool, and Briſtol. For 


both the kind and the quantity of the articles imported and 
exported, the information is drawn from the cuſtomhouſe 


books; and, where theſe ſeemed to labour under any de- 


fects, they have been ſupplied from the books of merchants 
and other traders. To give a clear idea of the trade, three 


Years have been taken, 1770, 1780, and 17903 and the va- 
lue of the imports and exports for — years, at the n rates 
above ſtated, is as follows : 
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In ſome families ſtill cloth, of an exccl- 
| lent quality, is made of it for their own 
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have ee wrought by ſome of the wo- 
men, who are by no means very expert 
at the buſineſs, which have been ſold in 
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bear, are equally neglected, as almoſt all 
the articles for men and womens wear, 
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the place, are no almolt all ol chen i ian 
Ported. 1 90 


Fear. | 

1770 
1780 
1790 


1 


The manufacture of linen yarn was introduced 1747, and 


2s every innovation commonly is among a rude and ignorant 


people, is was at firſt very unpopular. . Soon, however, it 


_ triumphed over thoſe difficulties that aroſe from vulgar pre- 
judice z it was diffuſed pretty generally among the iſlands ; 


and is faid in years of extreme dearth and ſcarcity to have 


preſerved the lives of ſome poor people, who otherwiſe wovl1 
have died of want, aud certainly made thoſe who were em- 


Vol. Vil, - ts 6 5 ployed 


ManufaBtures—If we except linen yarn, 
and coarſe linen cloth, and kelp, which 


chief commodity, there is no manufac- 
ture here of any conſequence. About the 
beginning of this century, indeed, and a 
little earlier, the wool of the country is 
ſaid to have been wrought into cloths 
and ſtuffs for the wear of every rank of 


7s for i it is in general very fine; ſome of it | 
cloth, and ſome of it being long, is as 


well calculated for ſtuffs and ſtockings, 5 


uſe; and, not very long fince, ſtockings 


the public market for near about 3os. 
Sterling. Now, however, the ſheep which 
were once very numerous, and are conſi- 
derably ſo ſtill, and the wool which they 


which were formerly manufactured of 
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|  ployed in it live much more comfortably, For the ſpace of 
Iz or 20 years, while it was under the management of one, 
or a very few men, who attended to and were ſufficient jud. 
ges of the buſineſs, it flouriſhed much, and produced for ex- 
port annually near 25, ooo ſpindles of yarn, which, in the 0. 

| Pinion of thoſe who ſaw and examined it, was as good as any 
jn Scotland. After that period it began to decline; for ſome 
people obſerving with regret the profits which they imagj- 
ned thoſe by whom it was introduced and conducted made, 
reſolved to ſhare of them, by importing flax, dreſſing it, and 


giving it out to ſpin among the people. The conſequence 


naturally was, that the ſpinners no ſooner obſerved a compe. 
tition among their employers, than they were more careleſs 
about performing their labour; the yarn was ill ſpun, . worſe 
meaſured, and worſe counted; and by this means, in a very 
few years, it loſt all the character which it had formerly gain- 
ed in the market. The ſhopkeepers in Kirkwall and Strom. 
neſs, and alſo ſome of thoſe in the iſlands, give almoſt all of 


them out lint to ſpin, and even ſome of the landholders exact 


the ſpinning of yarn from their tenants as a part of their 
. rent; and this circumſtance of its being at preſent in ſo many 
hands muſt, it is evident, have gone far towards haſtening 
the ruin of the manufacture. Still there is ſome lint {pun 


here, and carried to Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and wherever the 
price of yarn is higheſt; and when the price is low, which 
has been the caſe for ſome years paſt, the yarn is manufac- 


| tured into linen cloth, moſtly for the Engliſh market. Be- 
fides the yarn which was ſent ſouth laſt year, and the quar- 
tity bartered with the merchants who come over from Mur- 
ray, which is ſomerimes conſiderable, there was ſtamped by 


Mr Magnus Lindſay about 30,000 yards of coarſe linen in- 


tended for ſale, and not for private families. Much more 
advantage might this manufacture have been of, had the yart | 
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1 


been ſpun 5555 flax raiſes 1 in the place, where the foil is be- 
leved to be very fit for the purpoſe. 55 
The manufacture of kelp has been much more ee 
than that of linen yarn. Ab:ut the year 1730, it is ſaid to 
have been introduced, and had long to ſtruggle hard againſt 
the ſtrong and rapid ſtream of popular prejudice. Averſe to 
have any kind of labour introduced among them, but what 
they had been accuſtomed to ſee and hear of, they en. 
ed to the proprietors, how hurtful that new buſineſs was like 
ly to be, for they could have no doubt of its driving the 6h 
from the coaſt, and it would therefore ruin the filbing ; they 
were certain it would deſtroy both the corn and the graſs, 
and they were much afraid, that it might even prevent their 
women from having children. As the price was very low 
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for the firſt ten years, the quantity made was but trifling. 
From the year 1740 to 1760, the price is reported to have 
been 45 s. per ton, and the money which it is believed to 
have brought into the country during that period near about 
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2000 l. per annum. The average price for the ſubſequent ten 
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years amounted to about four guineas per ton, and the whole 
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value to the place to above 6000 |. Sterling per annum. Of 
each ton at the market from the year 1770 to 1580, the 


price roſe at a medium to about 5 l. and the groſs ſum which 
the proprietors in that time received for it was not leſs than 

10,000 l. per annum. For 13 years preceding the preſent. 
1791, the value of a ton was nearett to 61. and the quantity 


1 1 2 


each year to the ſum of 17,0001. Sterling. Thus, in the 
pace of 50 years, the proprictors of theſe i{lands, where the 
ſeaſons are very deceitful, and the crops can by no means be 
depended upon for ſubſiſting the inhabitants, have received 
in addition to their eſtates, the enormous ſum of 37, oo0!. 
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Sterling. A fam of this extent introduced in a country 
where money was formerly ſcarce, where there could not be 
{aid 
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 faid'to be any other kind of manufacture, and where fiſherte 
which might have been ſuppoſed to conſtitute the riches of 
| the country, were neglected, muſt, it is evident, have produ- 


ced the moſt remarkable conſequences. That it has done ſo 
here, may appear from the flighteſt obſer vation. The ma. 


nufacture of kelp for ſome years paſt has employed near 3000 


hands, and every one of thoſe during June and July, the 


months when it is commonly manufactured, will earn about 
408. Sterling. Since the year 1780, there has been ſuch a 
failure in the crops for 6 or 7 years, that Orkney has ſome. 
times been almoſt viſited by a famine, and if the people had 
not had the produce of this very beneficial article to de- 
pend on, many of the poor in all likelihood would have ſtar- 


ved; while the lairds, inſtead of being able to help them, 


would have been ſtripped of their eſtates, and reduced to 
bankruptcy. Many other effects beſides preſerving the lives 
and the eſtates of thoſe connected with it, have been produ- 


ced by this manufacture. Induſtry, which was before very 
low, has conſiderably increaſed. The lower claſs of people 


live much better in point of food, clothing, and houſes; and 


ſince they began to know of what importance they are to 
their ſuperiors, they are throwing off by degrees, that ſervile 
ſubjection under which theſe iſlanders were formerly kept, 
and diſcovering more and more of the ſpirit of liberty. But 
while we trace with pleaſure the advantages which it has 
produced, candour forbids us to conceal its diſadvantages. 
Owing to the kelp manufacture, every ſpecies of proviſions 
has greatly increaſed in price, which makes it difficult for 
thoſe to live who have only fixed incomes. Wages are much 
higher. Agriculture, which in every country is the firſt, 
and molt neceſſary of all arts, is greatly neglected; and a ſtile 
of living has been introduced among the proprietors, which 
their lands can by no means ſupport, and which, if ever this 
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mnufacture ſhould fail, muſt bring certain ruin upon them, | 
their tenants, and their families, 

Kirkwall is compoſed of ſeveral ſorts of people, namely 

the gentlemen of property, who with their families generally 
rede here; — ſhopkeepers, who have multiplied almoſt ten- 

fold of e ſailors, boatmen, and domeſtic 
ſervants. i 
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ewe et we have an excellent ſchool, under the l 
direction of two regularly bred, and well qualified maſters, 
who with much fidelity teach the learned languages, writing, 
arithmetic, book-keeping, and the various branches of ma- 
thematics. This one is for boys, and another is juſt now 
to be eſtabliſhed for girls, who are to be inſtructed by a wo- 
man ſufficiently accompliſhed for the purpoſe, in reading 
Engliſh well, and writing it gramatically, all kinds of needle- 
work, the French language, and muſic. To diffuſe the bleſs- 
ings of education among the poor as well as the rich, a cha- 


rity-ſchool has lately been erected, and in it are taught read- 
ing, writing, accounts, and the principles of the Ghriftian x re- 
ligion. 8 
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Soil and Culture, The ſoil through this pariſh is very va- 
rious. In ſome parts, eſpecially towards the hills or high 
grounds, we meet with a mixture of cold clay and mois; 
near the ſhore it is generally of a ſandy nature; rich black 
loam is alſo to be met with in ſome few places, eſpecially 
near Kirkwall; and not only there, but in almoſt every other 
pariſh in the country, the ſoil is ſhallow, with a bottom of 
rock that is ſoft and mouldering. In muſt places it is very 
tertile, conſidering the way in which they manage it. The 
plough which the ordinary claſs of people uſe, is of a ſingular 
coaſtruction, having only one tilt, and ſtrange kind of irons. 

With 
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Wich this they only gerateh the ſurface of the ground i in the 
ſpring, for they labour none in winter nor in harveſt. The 
only manure they uſe is rotten ware or ſea-weed, alone or 
e turf, and without ever giving it a ſummer fallow 


to deſtroy the weeds, with which it is generally overrun, 


They fow on it the only grain they have, a {mall kind of 
black oats, we a PRE ſort of bear IE. 


Air. rhe air in  Kirkwall and around it through the pa- 


riſh, mult be confeſſed to be rather moiſt than dry; and yet 


it cannot with juſtice be ſaid that the place is unhealthy, for 
no epidemical diſtempers are generally prevalent here, if we 


except the ſmall-pox, meaſles, chincough, and others of that 
nature. To damps, however, occaſioned by the great quan- 


tity of rain that falls, eſpecially in the winter ſeaſon, and the 


ſpongy nature of the foil that retains it, together with ſmall 
lochs of freſh water here and there to be met with, are to be 
aſcribed, perhaps, thoſe diſeaſes that affect us moſt frequent. 
ly. The moſt common of theſe are pains in the ſtomach, 
and in the bowels—the king's evil— frequent colds and 
coughs, with aſthma, conſumptions, regnete, and drop. 
ſies. 


Miſzellaneous Ohſervations.— There is only one mineral 


ſpring, ſo far as has been diſcovered, in the pariſh, and 


that is about a mile and an half from Kirkwall, on the polt- 
road to Holm. It has been long known by the name of 
Blakeleys-well, for what reaſon is not ſaid. It ſeems to be a 


chalybeate ; and has been frequently uſed with much effect in 
removing complaints of the ſtomach and inteſtines. —The 


ſhores not very high but rocky, are waſhed by the ſea for a- 


bout 15 miles; in which there are ſometimes caught ſilaks 
and cuths, which are s the Joung of the ſeath fiſh, ſmall cod, 
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\adocks, mickrel, herrings, lobſters, partens, i muſ⸗ 


des; and ſpouts or razor fiſh. Kirkwall is the place where 


they come for ſale; and their price cannot be eaſ ly eſtimated, 
for they are purchaſed for meal, falt, bent, a kind of tough 


graſs for making ropes to bind their horſes and cows, and 
potatoes, and the quantity of theſe articles given for them va- 
ries much, according to the ſeaſons of the year, and the plen- 
ty or ſcarceneſs of the commodity, Sea weed is every where 
uſed as manure, though there be marl at no great diſtance, 
ſeemingly of an excellent quality, and were this applied to 
their land in a judicious manner, it might greatly improve | 


the fields. The kelp which conſtitutes the chief ingredient 
in the manufacture of glaſs, ſoap, alum, and of ſome others, 
is formed of the aſhes of the different ſpecies of ſea weed, 


burned in a round hole in the earth made for the purpoſe, : ; 
and the average quantity of it which the pariſh of St Ola 


produces, may be about 50 or 60 tons annually. 


To the north the road of Kirkwall, to the eaſt the bay of 
Miel and Ingonez bay, and towards the ſouth the bay of 


Scalpa, the ordinary landing place from Caithneſs, are the 
principal roads we have; and both the bay of Ingonez, and 


the road of WN are large, late, and commodious har- | 


bours. 


Almoſt all the 6 are of the dowellic kinds. Ac- 


cording to a very abſurd cuſtom, the horſes are generally 
bought from Caithneſs when they are a year old, though 
they might certainly be raiſed, as experience demonſtrates, 
in as great perſection in the country. They are well ſhaped, 
though of a ſmall ſize; they are neither deficient in ſtrength 


nor in mettle, and when they are trained with any degree of 


care, they are fit for the draught as well as the faddle. To 
many diſeaſes they are ſubject through bad management; for 
they have often improper provender given them, both in the 
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ſtable and in the field ;—they often want food in ſuffitient 
quantity, and they are expoſed to heavy rains after being 
warmed with riding or with work ;—the houſes in which 
they ſtand are commonly dirty, and no attention is ever paid 
to cleaning the ſkin of that moſt uſeful animal. Great num. 
bers of them are kept on every farm, more it would appear 
than are neceſſary, and as they bring when in their prime 
about 5 1, Sterling one with another, and many of them die 
before they are old, the expence of labouring with them muſt 

be conſiderable. This has induced ſome gentlemen to turn 


their attention of late to the rearing and uſing of oxen ; and 


theſe animals which here anſwer very well, have now become 
pretty numerous. They are much leſs liable to diſeaſe than 
| Horſes ; their original price is not above one half of that of 


the other; they can be fed fully as cheap; and when through 


old age they become unfit for ſervice, they will bring as much 
money as they at firſt coſt from the butchers in Kirkwall and 


Stromneſs. The cows of this place are alſo ſinall, but well 
formed, and they give milk of a good kind, and in ſufficient 


quantity, which conſidering the great numbers of them which 


are every where kept, and the ſmall quantity and coarſe kind 


of food they have, is really ſurpriſing. The ordinary fize of 

country cows when about 6 years of age, {ell at preſent for 

about 4os. or 45s. and this price is more than double of 
| what the ſame cows would have brought 20 years ago. 


Animals, —The ſheep though very numerous, there being 


ſuppoſed to be in the whole iſlands about 50,000, turn to 
little account, as their is ſo little care taken of them, that 


they are allowed to run wild in the hills, which are almoſt 


all of them commonties. Here theſe innocent and detence- 
leſs animals, with their ears cut into a thouſand different 


forms, to mark out the perſons to whom they belong, roam 
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it large, expoſed to all the ſeverities of hunger and cold, to 


the depredations of ravenous birds of various ſorts, eſpecially 


carrion crows and eagles, to dogs which here abound, and to 
thieves of the human kind more ravenous and deſtructive 


than any of them. The breed is ſo puny, that 5 8. is conſi- 


dered as no bad price for a ſheep fit for the knife in autumn. 


Few of them have any horns; their faces are white or grey, 
and their tails are remarkably ſhort ;—they bear at a medium 
a merk, or a pound and a half of excellent wool, which is 


valued here at little more than 6 d. and from the beſt infor- 


mation, they ſeem to be the ſame kind with the ſheep in 
Shetland. Notwithſtanding their want of food and of being 


tended, and all the diſadvantages under which they labour, 
they are much more prolific than thoſe in almoſt any other 


part of the kingdom. Two lan:bs at a birth is common, 
three we may ſometimes meet with, and if the paſture be but 
tolerable, and the ewes are left at liberty and not ſhackled, 


which is ſometimes the caſe, the mothers have milk ſuffi- 
cient to maintain them. Their. fleſh in general is not very 


pleaſant 3 and of ſuch of them as are compelled by hunger or 
led by cuſtom to feed upon ſea-ware, the carcaſe is black and 


dry, and when cooked the taſte of the mutton ſomewhat reſem- 


bles veniſon, A fact reſpecting theſe animals, which is as 
well vouched as it is curious, muſt here be mentioned. In 


the little uninhabited iſlands, or holms as they are called, 


which are here in conſiderable numbers, ſheep, eſpecially 


ewes, are put where they remain the whole year for paſture, 
If in the ſpring about lambing time, any perſon goes into the 
iſland with a dog, or even without one, the ewes ſuddenly 
take fright, and through the influence of fear it is imagined, 
inſtantly drop down as dead as if their brains had been 
plerced through with a muſket bullet. Such as die in this 

Tot. VIE. 32 manner, 
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manner, are Aal found to | hav two, and lometimes 
three lambs in their bellies, _ | "AT; f 

_ Goats have never been common binds: thou: one would 
imagine from the hills, and rugged rocks bold and ſteep, 
with which Orkney in ſeveral places abounds, they might 
have been of benefit to the proprietors.—Swine there are in 


= vaſt numbers; and as they go generally at large, even in ſum- 
mer, they are uncommonly deſtructive to the corn and graſs 
ground, and particularly to the potatoes. The kind that is | 


here is remarkably ſmall, and very ugly, the back being very 
high, and the briſtles long and coarſe, and the colour which 
they commonly have a dirty white; the pork of them when 
pickled for ſome time makes excellent eating, and ſells for 
2 d. per pound, and the whole carcaſe of a middle ſized one 
may be purchaſed for 5 s.—There are rabbits in great plenty, 
but no hares; nor did ever wolves or foxes diſturb the 


Aocks, or if they did the {ſpecies has long ſince periſhed, — 


Six different kinds of dogs are here, the ſhepherds dog, the 
greyhound, the pointer, the water dog, the maſtiff, the lap 
dog, and the terrier, —The black Muſcovy water rat, which 
is the only one now to be met with, has deſtroyed the grey 
or brown fort, and has proved as deſtructive as it is proliſic. 
There are plenty of ſeals and otters. 1 


. Birds, — The domeſticated fowls are common here, the 
cock and hen, the tame geeſe and tame ducks, turkeys, and 


pew fowls, The wild fowl of theſe iſlands are very numerous. | 


Among theſe we may reckon eagles of various ſorts ; wild 
geeſe and duct. $ in no ſmall variety, herons, hawks of different 
ſizes, gulls of many kinds, the ember gooſe, the dunter or 
eider duck, the {ly gooſe, the awk, the lyre, and the tyſte, 
the pickternie, the norie, and culterneb, the calaw, the ſcarf, 


and the ſeapie or the chaldrick. 10 this liſt muſt be added 
ſwans, 
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ſwans, gannets, crows, pigeons, curlieus, the green and com- 

mon plover, moorfowl, and ſnipe, the ſtarling, and fieldfare, 
the ſand and ſky- lark, the ſwallow, the ſnowflake, the rail or 
corncrake, the wren, the check, the linnet, and the ſparrow. 


How many of theſe are natives of this place cannot with 


much certainty be determined. But we do not recollect to 


have ſeen on the ſhores of either England or Scotland the 


ember gooſe, which is a bird of a large ſize, and an elegant 
form, which is never ſeen on land, and which is ſuppoſed to 
hatch her eggs under her wing, where there is a hole which 


nature it is thought has prepared for the purpoſe. Neither 


do we remember to have ſeen in the ſouth the dunter or ei- 
der ducks, which are ſo remarkable for the fine down which 
they take from their breaſts to build their neſts ; nor the | 
tyſte or lyre, which laſt is a bird ſomewhat larger than a pi- 
geon, and though extraordinary fat, and morever very fiſhy 
taſted, is thought by ſome to be extremely delicious. No 
partridges, nor pheaſants, nor land-pies, nor cuckoos, are ever 


ſeen in this country. The birds of paſſage are pretty nume- 
rous. Among theſe the ſwans, the horie geele, or as they 
are called in England the brant geefe, which take their de- 


parture from Orkney in the ſpring for the north to obey the 
dictates of nature, the pickternies, which come here about 


the beginning of the month of May from the caſt or norch- 
eaſt, and the lapwing or green plover, and perhaps the {wal- 
low, and the rail or corncrake, which come here ſome time 


in the ſpring from the ſouth, are the principal. After a 
hard gale of wind, eſpecially from the eaſt, ſouth-eaſt, or 
ſouth, birds are often to be ſeen which are by no means in- 
habitants of this region. Theſe ſeem to be overtaken by the 


ſtorm, and driven hither by force of weather, and as they 


frequently 7 in a ſhort time, they either perhaps re- 


turn 
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turn to the places from whenes they came, or die through 
_ the influence of a climate not ſuited to . nee 0 


| Population —Theſe ts are now it 4 appear more 


| populous than formerly. In 1755, they were rated at 1989 


fouls. According to a liſt recently taken, the numbers are 


about 2550. Of theſe there are near 2000 in the burgh, 
and the remainder compoſe the landward pariſh; and the 
Proportion of men to women is as one to two nearly in both 


of them. Since the year 1780, the marriages, births, and 


deaths, inſerted in the pariſh regiſter, which, for ſome time 
paſt at leaſt, has been kept with much ee are as fol 


. n 9 
Years, M arriages, 3h Bb. 7 N 
1781, 3 | 41 ; — 2 | 
ot Tony” 
1783, 17 e 
1984, „ — 34 
1785, 16 43 1 
1786, 21 61 380 
1787, 8 16 | Sf 6 
. 1 54 e 
1789, 25 61 e 
1790, . . 5 


The number of people at or above 1o years of age is a a lit 


tle below the proportion of 5 to 1. Here few inſtances of 
extreme old age are to be found. Many, however, reach the 


age of 80 and 85, ſome to go, and ſome few years ago there 


died in this town, a gentlewoman who had been wife to Me 


Thomas Baikie, the firſt preſbyterian clergyman of Kirkwal, 
at the age of 95 years, well authenticated. 


Though the country pariſh be ſmall, it contains a conk 


derable number of farmers. This is owing to the narrow li- 
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wits of their poſſeſſions. They amount to 50, excluſive of. 


cottars or cottagers. Their families conſiſt of about 10 per- 


ſons each, and this number includes their children, who 


when they are grown up, whether they be male or female, 


remain with their parents in the capacity of ſervants. 


In the town the tradeſmen are pretty numerous. The 
maſter weavers are 53, their journeymen 8, and their appren- 
tices 14.— The ſhoemakers amount to maſters 16, journey- 


men 2, and apprentices 17, —The taylors are maſters 15, no 


journeymen, apprentices 11.— The hammermen, which in- 
clude ſeveral crafts, are maſter wrights 22, with only 1 jour- 
neyman, and 29 apprentices z maſter maſons 7, journeymen 
16, and apprentices 6; maſter {laters 6, no journeymen, and 
only 2 apprentices; the ſmiths have 4 maſters, 1 journey- 
man, and 4 apprentices; and there are only 3 coopers, and 

all of them maſters. The number of ſailors that live here 
varies according to circumſtances. In time of war there are 


very few; peace brings home many of them; at preſent 
there are about 200, and above 25 boatmen. Beſides navi- 
gating the ſhips belonging to the place, which employs a con- 
ſiderable number, they go generally to ſea in fair weather to 


catch a few fiſh for the immediate ſubſiſtance of themſelves 
and families, To the hurt of this country, and perhaps of 
the kingdom at large, there are here no fiſhers by profeſſion. 


The town contains 120 domeſtic women ſervants, and not 
above 10 or 12 domeſtic men ſervants, Many more reſide 
in the country pariſh ; for there, every man that rents a farm, 
however ſmall, muſt have at leaſt one male, and two female la- 
bouring ſervants. This will make the number of them a- 
mount to upwards of 150. For ſome conſiderable time paſt 
it has been the cuſtom, perhaps for the ſake of ſociety, for 


the gentlemen of property to reſide in Kirkwall. This has 


been — attended with Ieveral bad conſequences, a- 
mong 
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mong Which perhaps may be recbobed, an increaſed luxury, 
from an emulation that has been excited amongſt them, and 

their tenants being deprived of the benefit of their example 
in improving their lands, and even perhaps in improving 
their manners. To convince us that this obſervation is 
founded, it is obvious, that in ſuch iſlands and Pariſhes as 
the proprietors, when they have been men of ſenſe and vir. 


tue, have for fome time reſided, the people are more decent 


in their appearance, more civilized, and much more induſtri- 
ous. There are at preſent a dozen of gentlemens families 
kent here. Two eſtabliſhed clergymen, 1 phyſician that 


practices, 2 ſurgeon apothecaries, and 4 practiſing proctors 


To the cauſes which have been mentioned a- 
bove, as contributing to increaſe the population, we may 
with propriety add three more, namely the almoſt total fai- 
lure of the crops for ſome years, which drove many poor fi- 
milies from the iſles into the town; the partial ſuppreſſion 


or attorneys. 


of ſmuggling, which has forced the monied men to lay out W 


their capitals in more uſeful, as well as in more honeſt in- 
duſtry; and the circumſtance of many of the owners of kelp 
living here, and laying out a part of their augmented in- 
comes in employing tradeſmen. The marriages, eſpecially 
among what are called the better. ſort of people, are uſually 
very productive, They have often 10, 12, and even 15 
children. There is a clergyman in this Synod till alive, 
though above 80 years of age, to whom one wife bore 22; 
and the preſent provoſt's father, who was a native of this 
country, had by only two wives 36 children. As the trade 
is but ſmall, and the manufactories ſtill leſs, in proportion to 
the population, every year drives many of the moſt promi- 
ſing young men abroad in ſearch of a livelihood. Many fe- 


male ſervants annually leave this place for London, New- 


caſtle, and particularly for Edinburgh, from which they icl- 
dom 
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dom return; for after ſerving a while, which they common- 


do with much honeſt ſobriety, they get married, and rear 
numerous families. The tradeſmen that are bred here go al- 


{ to the ſame places in conſiderable numbers, where they 
not only ſupport themſelves with credit, but ſometimes at- 
ain much eminence in their reſpective profeſſions. But the 
ſx, as it might be naturally enough ſuppoſed, is the element 


of theſe iſlanders, Moſt of the young men, even from their 
arlicſt days, ſhow for that element a ſtrong predeliction. 


Accordingly, every year many of them engage with the 
Hudſon's Bay Company, with whom they go out, and live 
generally five years in their ſettlements. Some inliſt them- 
ſelves with the Iceland, and ſome with the Greenland fiſher- ” 


men, with whom they only continue for 3 or 4 months ; 


and when they return, the money which they have earned 


inſtead of furniſhing the means of induſtry, is almoſt always 
ſpent in idleneſs, and often in diſſipation. Many of the men 


ae employed alſo in the royal navy; for in the laſt war, 28 : 


well as in ſome of the preceding, when the navy books were 


from curioſity looked into, there were found in them up- 
wards of 2000 Orkney men.—Kirkwall and St Ola united, 
contains 400 houſes, and each houſe of conſequence lodges 


about fix people at a medium. 


Productions. — For the plants raiſed here we refer to Wal- 


lce's Hiſtory, where they are not only enumerated, but ſome 


of them deſcribed with much ſeeming accuracy. There are 
almoſt no trees in all this country, if we except a few fruit 


trees i Kirkwall, They ſeem, however, to have grown in 


confiderable numbers, and no ſmall {ize formerly; for in the 
peat moſſes, which are common in many of the iſlands, they 


are dug up nearly as frequently as they are in other parts of 
tne kingdom. The natives imagine, that no trees of any 


kind 
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| Kind w " ever live, muck leſs flouriſh i in Orkney, on account 
of ſomething very unfriendly in either the ſoil or the climate, 
The attempts, however, which have been hitherto made to 


raiſe trees have not been very judicious. A rich foil in a 
ſheltered ſituation has not been pitched upon for that pur. 
| poſe; the ground has not been properly prepared; nor have 
the weeds after planting been from time to time picked from 
it ; nor yet have the ſpecies of trees been well choſen; nor 
| planted in clumps thick enough to ſcreen each other from 
the influence of the climate in their infancy. Should it af. 
ter repeated judicious trials prove as certain that trees will 
not grow here now, as it is that they did formerly, natural 
hiſtory would be called upon to ſolve a curious queſtion, 
| W har are the cauſes of this ſo remarkable alteration ? 
I he black cattle, con{idering the extent of the pariſh, muſt be 
: regarded as numerous: They are upwards of 500 in number; 
and the horſes, young and old, amount to near 300; and the 
ſheep, that run almoſt wild upon the commonty, do not ex- 
ceed 1500. The number of acres it contains has never been 


aſcertained by any meaſurement; and therefore the propor- 


tion between the waſte ground, and what has been uſed for 
_ Trailing grain, can only be known by conjecture. 
{ed to be as ſix to one, or thereabouts. 


It is ſuppo- 
Little or no graß- 
ſeed has ever been uſed here, except in a very few places, 
where it has thriven well, and turned out an excellent im- 
provement. A good many cabbages are now planted in the 
vicinity of the town, which the inhabitants find their account 
in uſing plentifully, though they pay, for every acre of the 


land where they grow, fully 31. Sterling. The reſt of the 


_ arable ground is cultivated, though in a very bungling man- 
ner, for the purpoſe of producing oats and bear alternately 
Much of the waſte land might be improved at even a ſmall 


expence, into near ten times its preſent value; and not only 
| grain 
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in of various ſorts, and of a quality uch ſuperior to what 
is eee, juſt now, might be raiſed on it, but alſo graſs, 
turnip, and other green Crops, to the no ſmall benefit of 


ture well fitted for the production of flax and hemp; and, 


could theſe very uſeful articles be produced here, to dreſs 


and to manufacture them, would afford employme nt for our 


people when they are but too often idle through the tedious 
ſeaſon of winter. But making of kelp rouſes the attention, 
and occupies the induſtry of almoſt all deſcriptions of men 

here. Every employment elſe is regarded as of little mo- 


ment, The farmers here ſeldom yoke the plough, in order 
to prepare the foil for a new crop, till the ſpring ſeaſon ar- 
tives, when there is only time to give it a haſty rude ſcratch 
on the ſurface with the clumſy one-ſtilted plough, juſt before 


the oats are ſown, which happens generally in the month of 
March, or about the beginning of April. The land which is 
intended for bear is commonly ſtirred in the laſt mentioned 
month; it is ſoon after covered with rotten or freth ſea-weed 
23 a manure z and it bas the ſeed thrown into it when it has 


received a ſecond plowing in the month of May following. 
Though, at firſt ſight, it might appear, that, in this remote 
northern climate, the harveſt would be late, yet this is by no 
means the caſe. In ordinary ſeaſons, the corn is as ſoon 
reaped as it is in many places of Scotland; for they begin 


about the 1ft of September to cut down the crop, which they 
continue doing for that month; and, unleſs when the wea- 
ther is very bad, 1t is generally all in the corn. yard by the . 


brſt or ſecond week of October. 


1 Gaelic language, fo far as can be diſcover- 


ed, was never ſpoken by the people of theſe pariſhes, They 


at preſent, like the reſt of Scotland, ſpeak a mixture of Scotch 
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and Engliſh, which language has taken place of the Nom or 
Norwegian, which anciently prevailed much; and ſome old 


people that live near the middle of the main land, are ſaid 
to have, ſome years ago, retained not only many of its words, 


but ſome of its phrafes. Many of the names of places ſeem 


to be derived from that language; of which Holland, which | 


ſignifies a houſe built on an eminence ; Garth, which implies 
a place where there is a ſmall patch of ground cultivated a. 


_ midſt a large waſte; 5 and Cleat, which means a houſe on 2 


gently ribng ground, arc faid to be examples. 


- Dione ily far as can be aſcertained, the land rent of $t 
Ola may amount to about 500 l.; and the rent of the houſes 
in Kirkwall, which it is ſtill more difficult to know with cer- 


tainty, is conjectured to make the fum of 900 in n all 1400], 
MOMS: © 


Churet and; Poor.— There are two eſtabliſhed clergymen 
here who officiate by turns in the Cathedral of St Magnus. 
'The firſt miniſter has a manſe and a glebe, and the ſecond 
has neither. The value of the firſt living, which is paid in 


malt, butter, and money, at an ordinary converſion, is, in- 
_ cluding the value of the glebe, 80 l. Sterling. The ſecond | 
— miniſter's living, which is paid in much the ſame articles, 


is not worth much above 60 l. Sterling. To both theſe 
charges, which were within the biſhopric of Orkney, the 
\ Biſhop, in the time of Epiſcopacy, preſented. The Crown, 


at the abolition of that mode of worſhip, ſucceeded to the 


rights of the Biſhop ; and afterwards, either by gift or by 


favour, or ſome other way, the Earl of Morton, and then vir | 


Laurence Dundas, who purchaſed the ſuperiorities of theſe 
| iſlands in 1765, have been conſidered as the patrons. About 
20 years ago, the laſt mentioned gentleman, wiſhing to con 
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preſenting the clergymen of Kirkwall. 


The heritors in the country pariſh are 14 in number, and 


only 4 of them are not reſident. The poor are not depend- 


ent upon them; for, though there be commonly 50 or 60 


of them upon the roll, beſides others who, through ſickneſs 


er misfortune, apply ſometimes for charity, they are ſupport- 
ed by the kirk- ſeſſion out of funds furniſhed by the ordinary 
collections at the church-door, and occafional donations, 
which, at an average, ſeldom exceed 25 l. Sterling. To. 
whatever cauſe the number of the poor may be aſcribed, 

it ſurely cannot be the dearth of proviſions ; for here they 
are undoubtedly as low as they are in any other diſtrict in 
the kingdom. In proof of this, we may obſerve, that beef 
never ſells at above 2d. and ſeldom at more than 13 d. per 


pound. Mutton, lamb, and pork, are much about the ſame 
price. A gooſe, fit for the ſpit, is purchaſed for 18.; ducks 


for as much the pair; hens at 4d. each; and chickens at 


2d, The Amſterdam pound of cheeſe is worth 23 d. while 
the ſame pound of butter is worth 6 d. In years of ordinary 
plenty, the oats, which are of a ſmall black coarſe kind, fell 


at about 5 s. 6d. the Linlithgow boll ; and, while that is the 


caſe, the bear, which is alſo very ſmall, brings about 7s. 
Sterling. The labourers in huſbandry not only here, but 


through the other iſlands, receive, per day, 8d. of wages; | 


and tradeſmen, particularly wrights and maſons, when they 


do not work for ſo much the piece, in the common mode, 


=_ can earn * day 16 d. or 18 d. 


Fuel.— The fuel that is moſt commonly made uſe of is peat 
and 
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fir an obligation on Kirkwall, on account of favours received 

or expected, gifted the right of patronage, ſo far as it was in 
him, to the magiſtrates, town-council, and community; fince 
which time the town has claimed and n, the os of 


8 7 N is on * ye” — 
n pa wo? 
Dr ng IS OT why 


22 X a” ibs 8 
«tt cart Fn - Je 
Ss * wil: - Roh : . . 2 6 7: a N 8 * . — 4 2 * —— — — 
8 « — 8 4 1 Nr — n TOTO. : 3 d 8 > — OY - —— * 
——— x - e 22 cy BS WONT EE RAR * . ͤ ——— nt 
; — — - _ - Som, — 2 — KS w > — 3 
— 2 2 1 — * 2 — 
— — L - — 2 Gd p — Ts _ n — 
2822 83 N DTS. — pd. q gs > — — 
; 22 © NO. vo A — > _ * 32 


* 
r 


0 
— TS 4-5 


z 
+3 * 
ANN 
2 11 
e 
vx 3 
1 74 bed toy 
% -» & 7 py 
1 * 
306 14 * 25 : j 
| 120 
4 : , 
od 7 4 ($5334 
22 0 
444 CER. I 
- T7 2 
#3 l q 
* * 
48-4 44 | 
7 et 
1 1 N 3 
4. > - 8 
179 g : : 
os 1-4 7 
in 
3 
0 1 14 
RM.) | 1 » 
+, x 
A : 
1 
2 N 
Roy's 
* 8 p 
7 17 
2 0) 
i { 8 1 
9 1 
\ + BRIT 
I \ 
i " K 7 
n 
854 188 
312 ? 
T7 
* ? 5 % 
112-079: 
* 1 
n 
92. 1 2 7 
n 
* 4 
nn 
4 $55 2 
15 Z Is, 5 
l "1 a 191 1 
einn 
einen 
755 _ þ 
; "I } 
11411 
aan 
LS 1 7 
e 
2 9 
1 h 
5 L: ind 
bs 
34: © 
"Wt; # 37S 
457 1 
1 177 
2 14 "5s 
4 * 978 
Wau | 1 1 
9 1 1 
1 1 
3 245 
1 3 Ni. 
1 is 
4 11 
1 
1 18 
s 
as 18 
in 
3 } 54:20 
2 LL 
. | . 
f 1 1 
4 98 
1 
- 4. 3480 
© 12238 
N 
e 
{ Fi | 
Ft 1:45 
hy +1 4 : : 
1 15 
1 Din 
1 97 1 
ey Ih! 
7 1.988 b 
+ (WH 
4 $34 
N. 1 
N J 
1 1 
4 
4 . U 
e 
1 
1 
by 
. 
1 


3377 K — 
A IS. 22 8 
* — 42 


$56 Stati eic, Acenent 


and turf, which are procured from Mölfes at abit 2 or 3 
miles diſtance. Every cart - Ioad of peats, and the carts are 


very ſmall, coſts 9d, the horſe-load a penny; and, to furniſh 


this article to an ordinary family, whoſe income may be about 
50 A per annum, it will require fully 5 I, Sterling. As this 


neceſſary of life, as well as almoſt every other, lias increaſed 


very much of late, ſome people have begun to uſe coal, tat- 


tried from the Clyde, from the Forth, and from Tyne; and, 
though there be impoſed on it a pretty high duty, the moſt 


abſurd and impolitic that ever the legiſlature thought of, they 
find it to be N - as well as better Ay, 


Mager. To Ke a man, with a wife and four children, 
through the year, it would require at leaſt 10 l. and perhaps 
11 l. or 121.; and all that he is able, by his induſtry in 
common labour, to procure, does not exceed 8 J. Sterling. 


The wages of ſervants employed in huſbandry, and maintain- 
ed in houſes, are, for men, 21. 10s. and for women, not 


above 158. Domeſtic ſervants, though not more uſefully 
employed, are much better rewarded; for the men that ſerve 
mn that capacity receive no leſs than about 5h and the wc- 
men 208. Sterling, 


Antiquities. —Through ſeveral parts of this pariſh, as well 
as almoſt every other in the country, there are to be met 
with a kind of ruins, many of them of a very large fize, and 
all of them fituated in ſome pleaſant ſpot by the ſea- ſhore, 
commonly three, or at leaſt two of them, within view of, 
and at no great diſtance from each other. They are uni- 


verſally known here by the name of Pics horſes, Such of | 


them as we have ſeen and examined are of a circular form; 
and, when meaſured as near to the foundation as could be 
reached, they have been found to be from 100 to about 50 

feet 


JW .. -. = 


the whole building. Curioſity has looked into ſome ; ava- 


rice has ſearched others of them; and, when a few of them 
have been dug, for the purpoſe of procuring ſtones te build 
with, a great many bones have been found in them, ſome of 


them human, and ſome of them the bones of other animals. 


For what important purpoſes fuch huge piles as theſe were 
at firſt erected, and to what uſes they have been afterwards 


applied, cannot now with much certainty be determined. 
Near the houſe of Caldale, ſome tumuli have been opened, 
in which ſtones, placed in the form of ſquare urns, have 


been found, containing human bones, partly conſumed with 


fire, intermixed with a conſiderable quantity of aſhes. Seve- 
ral other parts of the pariſh contain tumuli of a ſimilar kind, 
which, were they opened, might perhaps exhibit contents 


alſo fimilar. In moſt places where they are to be found, we 
meet with ſeveral of them, placed almoſt cloſe by each other; 


and, in one place, about two miles diſtant from Kirkwall, to 


the ſouth-eaſt, not far from the Bay of Scalpa, and near the 
poſt road to Holm, there are five of them, ſo arranged as to 
form ſomewhat of the appearance of a circle; and this has 
deen conjectured by ſome to be the Circle of Loda, : mention- 


ed in 1 the Poems of Offian. 


| Ronds-—= The 0 the roads is very indifferent at preſent. 


They were made about 30 years ago, through the exertions of 


the gentlemen of the place, partly by contribution, partly by 
road- money, and partly by ſtatute labour. One of theſe roads 


leads to the excellent and much frequented harbour of Deer- 


bound, on the eaſt ide of the main _ a ſecond to Holm, 


which 
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feet diameter. | They have been built at fone very remote 
period with very large ſtones, without any fort of cement, 
contracted gradually from the baſe, as it would appear, to the 
top, which was perhaps cloſed in the form of a cone, to cover 5 
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which is the poſt road and a third to Stromneſs, * 12 


miles weſt of us, which is the principal reſort of the ſhipping, 
Theſe three, together with ſome few more of leſs note, are the 
only roads that have yet been formed. They are now fallen, 
” in a great meaſure, into decay; and this has been Owing to 
a defect in their original formation. Inſtead of drawing a 
ditch at ſome diſtance from the road, to carry off the water, 

| which they ought to have done, they have dug one cloſe by 
the fide of it, in which the water, running with rapidity, has, 
in ſome places, undermined and carried away the road itſelf. 
From time to time, theſe roads have been repaired by means 
of the ſtatute labour, which is performed here with as much 
reluctance, and as imperfectly, as any where, and had much 


| better be converted into money, No turnpikes have as yet 


been erected; and, conſidering the poverty of the country 


people, and the vaſt number of horſes which they never fail | 


to uſe on almoſt all occaſions, it is probable they would feel 
the expence of them burdenſome. Since they began to uſe 


carts, however, which they have now done for ſome conſi- 


derable time paſt, roads, they are pans ſenſible, afford 


them ſeveral ſignal advantages. 


Land and Services. —Arable lands rent here from about 31. 


Sterling the acre, which ſome ground gives, for the purpoſes 


of raiſing cabbages, near the town, to 10s. or 158. in the 


other parts of the pariſh. The value of the meadow and 


graſs ground we have no method of afcertaining. Through 
the whole of this country the farms are uncommonly ſmall, 
not being above 101. Sterling rent, at an average; but thoſe 
around Kirkwall are increaſing of late, becauſe the gentlemen 
have taken ſeveral of them into their own hands, and joined 


two or three of them together, in order to furniſh proviſions 


for their families, as there are no — markets. Some of 
the 
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the tenants are yet rather in a poor condition; Their leaſes 
are very ſhort, being only a year, three years, or at longeſt 


ſeyen years; and the abominable practice of exacting graf. 
ſums at every renewal is not quite aboliſhed. Neither is the 


ftill more blameable cuſtom of demanding ſervices from the 
tenants quite abandoned. In ſome places, they are required 


to caſt, and win, and lead peats; to plough ſome days in 
ſpring, or ſhear a few in harveſt; or to go with boats ſome 
of their maſters errands upon occaſion. But, to the credit of 
the proprietors of land, theſe, and ſuch like ſervices, are 
wearing much out of faſhion; they are now exacted with 
much leſs ſeverity ; they are more limited, and better de- 
fined ; and, with many, they are aboliſhed altogether, In- 
cloſing of ground is with us yet in its infancy, and confined 
to a few gentlemen; for the country people, who, from their 


attachment to old cuſtoms, hate every thing nous: have not. 
the leaſt notion of its ain. 


Years 1782, 1 the year 1782 and 1783, the people 


ſuffered a dreadful calamity. Through the badneſs of the 


ſeaſons, combined with damaged ſeed, the crops not only 
here, but in all theſe iſlands, failed ſo totally, that, had not 


the Goverament humanely interpoſed in their favour, ſeveral 


of our poor people would, in all probability, have periſhed with 
hunger. Lo fave their lives till the ſupply from the Treaſury 
arrived, the kirk-ſeflion exerted themſelves vigorouſly, by 


purchaſing for them peaſe, and other cheap food, from the 


ſouth country. Much about the ſame time, or ſoon after, 


the ſmall-pox were introduced here, after being for ſome 
length of time abſent ; and, in order to overcome the aver- 
ſion which ſome of the meaner ſort of people ſtill have to 


inoculation, the kirk- ſeſſion, on a motion made, agreed to 


bear the expence of inoculating the children of ſuch parents 
as 
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ns could not afford to pay for that falutary operation. The 
ſcheme ſucceeded to their wiſh ; for many who ſeemed averſe 
before, now, when they had an offer of having their children 
inoculated for nothing, applied. Above go poor children 
were, at the expence of the ſeſſion, inoculated in the ſpace of 
one or two e and all of them toon recovered partedlly. 


| dg, pw and Mas anners. ;—The e of 
' theſe are, it muſt be confeſſed, neither very few in number, 
nor yet very inconſiderable. Several inconveniencies, it is 
evident, muſt ariſe even from the remote and ſecluded ſituation 


of this place. This deprives the people of a free and frequent 
intercourſe with intelligent ſtrangers z to inſtruct them, by | 


their converſation, in what is uſeful ; and the example of 
more cultivated countries, to excite among them the ſpirit of 
improvement. To the ſame cauſe it is perhaps owing, that 
many of the lower claſs of the people are ſtill ſo ignorant as 
to be under the baneful influence of ſuperſtition, In many 
days of the year they will neither go to ſca in ſearch of fiſh, 
nor perform any fort of work at home. 
neſs or danger, they often make vows to this or the other 


favourite ſaint, at whoſe church or chapel in the place, they 


lodge a piece of money, as a reward for their protection; 
and they imagine, that if any perſon ſteals or carries off that 
money, he will inſtantly fall into the ſame danger from which 
they, by their pious offering, had been fo lately delivered. 
On going to ſea, they would reckon themſelves in the moſt 
imminent danger, were they by accident to turn their boat 
in oppoſition to the ſun's courſe. They do not marry but in 
the waxing of the moon. They would think the meat {poil- 
ed, were they to kill the cattle when that luminary is wanting; 
and they would conſider it as an unhappy omen, were they, 


by any mans, ditepraintad! in getting themſelves married, or 
| their 


In the time of fick- | 
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their children baptiſed on the very day which they had pre- 


viouſly fixed in their mind for that purpoſe. To theſe pre- 
;udices, ariſing from ignorance, there are ſtill connected ſeves 
ral of the meaner kind of vices. If they are detected in tel- 
ling a lie to promote their own intereſt, in over- reaching 
their acquaintance in making a bargain, or even in pilfering 


their property, they are not ſo much aſhamed as to argue a 
great degree of civilization. Murmuring at their own poor 
condition, complaining of, and wiſhing to conceal every thing 


they can call their own, and a conſtant endeavour to throw 
the thick veil of myſtery over every tranſaction they engage 


in, form the moſt prominent features of their characters. 


Of theſe foibles and vices, however, to which, it muſt be 


confeſſed, the meaneſt of the people are but too much ad- 


dicted, no traces almoſt are to be met with among thoſe of 


better condition. The ladies here are as agreeable in their 5 
perſons, as they are poliſhed in their manners: They diſco- 


ver much good ſenſe, and equal virtue; and, when they are 


raiſed from their father's family to that of their huſband, 
they are no leſs remarkable for their faithful affection as 
wives, than they are for their parental attachment as mothers; 


Neither are the men of the ſame rank much inferior; for 
ſuch of them as are engaged in trade, are generally reputed 


fair in their dealings. Such as are bred for the navy, riſe to 
confiderable rank; and thoſe gentlemen that live at home 


upon their eſtates, and that have been fortunate enough to 


obtain a liberal education in their youth, need not be afraid 
to bear a compariſon with thoſe of the fame rank in other 
parts of the kingdom. To form the minds, and mark the 


characters of the inferior ranks of people here, the illicit 
trade which till lately has been carried on to no ſmall extent, 
has, without doubt, contributed very conſiderably. Former- 
ly, the money they had, which indeed was but little, ran al- 
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moſt all of it in a the channel of noggin. This ne 
buſineſs, which has always been the diſgrace, and at lat 
proved the ruin of almoſt every place where it has been Prace 
tifed to a great extent, enriched indeed a few merchants, who 

_ circulated their profits in the place. But it alſo contributed 
to introduce, among the farmers, failors, and even tradeſmen, 
a ſort of low cunning, to give them ſuch a taſte for drinking 
ſpirits, as not only hurts their health, but ſtints their growth, 
to draw off their attention from ſober, honeſt induſtry, to a 
kind of gambling for gain; and, what is worſt of all, to 
_ weaken in their hearts that ſacred regard for truth and fair 
dealing, which are the principal ingredients in every reſpec- 
table character. Though this ſhameful trade be now much 
diſcouraged by ſome of the proprietors of land, who long ſaw 
with regret its pernicious tendency, and indeed almoſt ſup- 


5 preſſed by the vigorous exertions of the revenue officers; 


yet, though the cauſe be in a great meaſure removed, the 
effects, ſtill unhappily indeed, are viſible in Kirkwall. 
Ihe mode the farmers have of paying their rents has alſo 
a conſiderable degree of influence in torming their characters, 
They are generally but poor ;—they have very ſhort leaſes; 
ſome of them are obliged to pay entry or graflum at every 
removal ; and as their tack-duties are for the moſt part paid 
in kind, they are anxious to conceal from their landlords, or 
as they are ſometimes ſtill called their maſters, what the 
lands produces. The feu- duties too, which on many eſtates 
are equal to the rents paid to the lairds, are all paid in kind; 
and as the crops frequently fail, this mode of payment be- 
comes a very heavy burden, both on the tenants and pro- 


prietors. Very unlike the more favoured regions in the 


ſouth, where the ſpring comes in early with a genial warmth, 


gur ſpring continues cold until the month of June and July, 
when 
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ohen the vegetation is very rapid, and both corn and graſs 


fouriſh much, till they are checked in the month of Auguſt, 
which too often blaſts the hopes of the huſbandman. A- 


bout that ſeaſon the winds generally blow with ſuch fury 
om the weſt and ſouth-weſt, that the ſea by daſhing againſt 


the rocks, which on that fide of the country are high, 
ſteep, and rugged, ſpreads a ſhower or ſpray of ſalt water 
over almoſt the whole iſlands. By means of this ſpray, the 
graſs which before looked green and healthy, and the fields 
of corn which had promiſed plenty for man and beaſt, in the 
ſpace of one night put on the garb of mourning, looking 5 


black as if they had been burnt, and are ; thenceforth almoſt 
ood for nothing. 
Many inconveniences the ale are alſo liable to from the 


mature of their weights, which are peculiar to this place, and 
which were originally derived from Norway. The inſtru. 
ments they have for the purpoſe of weighing, are a kind of 
ſtaterae or ſeelyards ;—they are two in number; and the one 
of them is called a pundlar, and the other a biſmar. On the 


firſt is weighed ſettings and miels, and on the laſt marks and 


liſpunds,—24 marks make 1 ſetting or 1 liſpund, and 6 


ſettings make 1 miel, and the articles of oats, and bear, 
and meal, and malt, and butter, are moſt commonly 
weighed upon theſe inſtruments. So very uncertain are 
theſe weights, that no perſon can ſay what ſhould be the ex- 


at quantity contained in either of theſe denominations, The 
| deacon of the weights for the time, has the important charge 


of making, and mending, and adjuſting theſe inſtruments, the 
ſmalleſt defect in which muſt, it is evident, render them very 


falſe; and even when they are as perfect as their nature will 


admit of, by a ſort of ſlight of hand trick perfectly eaſy, and 


perfectly well known to thoſe who weigh, great injuſtice may 


be "ws, without almoſt the pollibility of detection. Many in- 
telligent 
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telligent people 16 confidently aſſert, that theſe weights 
have increaſed much of late; and others as ſtrenuouſly con- 
tend, that they are the ſame now they were many years ago; 
but almoſt all except a few ignorant or intereſted men are 2. 
greed, that they are very fallacious. Though this be an evil 
of no inconſiderable magnitude, the people muſt it ſeems en. 
dure it; for no permanent and effectual remedy can be ap- 
plied without the interpoſition of the legiſlature, 

Before any reaſonable expectation of improving the condi. 
tion of the people can be entertained, more juſt weights muſt 


be introduced; the leaſes of land, which are at preſent far 


too thort, muſt be lengthened double or treble at leaſt; all 


the tack and feu-duties muſt be converted into money; bet. 


ter ſeed muſt be ſown, and that changed annually; 3 and the 

barbarous feudal cuſtoms of graſſums and ſervices totally abo- 
liſhed, In order to have a number of ſpare hands for the 
pur ſe of manufactures and fiſheries, ſeveral of the farms, 
which are at preſent by much too ſmall, muſt be thrown in- 
to one; and were this circumſtance to be attended to, it 
would induce men of ſome ſtock or ſubſtance to rent them. 
Even in the town the people labour under ſeveral incon- 
veniences. All the intelligence of any importance which 
they have, muſt come from the ſouth, and it is often very 
flow in reaching them. This, indeed, happens partly from 
the boiſterous ſriths which the poſt muſt unavoidably croſs 
in his way to Kirkwall. But notwithſtanding this circum- 
ſtance, were the poſt to go out on Friday inſtead of Sunday; 
were he to ride through Caithneſs and Sutherland where he 
now walks z were he to come ſtraight from Wick to Houna, 
or ſhould he ſtill continue to come by Thurſo; were he to 
croſs the Pentland Frith from Scarfscarry to Walls, in place 
pf coming by South Ronaldſhay, they might have the return 
ol 2 letter in one third leſs time than i it now takes to come 
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to them from Edinburgh. Were theſe changes brought a- 


bout, and they certainly could be done with no great expence 
to government, the buſineſs of this you would _— "_ 


them evident advantages, 


But this inconveniency of the want of quick and regular | : 
returns of the poſt, is trifling compared to thoſe the inhabi- 
tants ſuſtain from the want of regular markets. The Main- 


land is ſituated almoſt in the middle of the iſlands, which 
extend from north-eaſt to ſouth. weſt upwards of 70 miles. 


Kirkwall ſtands near the center of the Mainland, or principal 


iland, which ſtretches from north to ſouth, in ſome parts 7 


or 8 miles, and from eaſt to weſt about 30. Thus ſituated 
in the heart of the whole country, which is abundantiy fer- 


tile in all the ordinary kinds of proviſions, one would natu- 
rally imagine, the inhabitants could be in no want of any of 


the articles of living. But this is really not the caſe; for if 
we except beef, which can be purchaſed in the market from 
harveſt till ſome time in the end of winter, they are much at 


a loſs to procure any ſort of proviſions. If they wiſh to have 


beef, either in ſpring or ſummer, they are under the diſagree - 


able neceſſity of ſending to purchaſe it in different parts of 


the country. In the ſame way when they ſtand in need of 


malt or meal, of mutton, pork, poultry, or fiſh, as they can- 
not have them at home, they muſt ſend for them from the 


Mainland, or from the iſlands at a diſtance. Numerous are 
the hardſhips to which the want of markets expoſes the in- 
habitants of almoſt every deſcription, Men of landed pro- 
perty, indeed, feel theſe much leſs than others; for ſuch ar- 
ticles as they are in need of, and as the country produces, 


ire furniſhed in abundance to their families from their e- 
ſtates by an agreement with their tenants. But ſuch as have 
no eſtates, and eſpecially poor tradeſmen and labourers, are 


often even with money in their packers, at a loſs to ſubſiſt 


their 
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their famille. In order to furniſh themſelves with the nes 
ceſſaries of life, they muſt watch the country people as they 
come into town occaſionally with the produce of their little 
farms for ſale; they muſt buy them at certain ſeaſons, many 
months before they are needed; or they muſt hire people at 
a conſiderable expence to go through the iſlands to purchaſe 


them. People thus employed, either on their own account, | 


or on that of others, have been known in winter, when the 
weather is bad, and the ſeas ſtormy, to have been detained 


five or fix weeks from their labour and their families, 


Theſe, and many other evils of a ſimilar nature, which ariſe 
from their having no regular markets, call aloud for a reme- 
dy, and ſhould certainly as ſoon as poſlible be liſtened to by 
thoſe whole duty it is to apply it. But the attachment to 
old eftabliſhed cuſtoms which ſo generally prevails here, is 
the parent of many of the inconveniences the people labour 
under, and were this once weakened or deſtroyed, they 


8 might ſoon be in a better condition. 


Flax might be raiſed here, as the ſoil is by ne no means n 
for it; and had the people once acquired {kill ſufficient to 
ſow, to weed, and to water it, they might find a very uſeful 
employment in drefling it, when they are now almoſt idle 
during the winter. To ſpin it would employ a number of 
females— to weave it into cloth would give bread to weavers; 
and a manufacture thus carried on from a raw material rear- 
ed at home, would ſoon introduce an alteration for the better 
into the people's circumſtances. Similar advantages might a- 
riſe from a due attention to the wool, which is certainly of 
an excellent quality. Did the farmers take that care of their 
ſheep which their importance merits ; did they employ {kil- 
ful hands to ſort and to dreſs the fine ſoft wool which they 


bear; and were there people of knowledge in that particular 


buſineſs to manufaCture It the people of Orkney might, in 2 
| very 


Brixifl 
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Very ſhort time, have not only what was ſaſicient for their 
dn wear, but many thoufand yards of woollen ſtuffs, as has 
wen ſaid was the eaſe formetly, for exportation. 

A brewery might alſo be erected here, in order to dk - 
deer of various kinds for the inhabitants, and the ſhipping 
that occafionally comes among them. They might have a 
litillery, with a view to ſuperſede the neceflity of bringing 
Bricifh ſpirits from the ſouth, Hides, which makes ſuch 4 
conſiderable article in the exports, might be tanned here; 
and as there are kelp and tallow, and butter and oil, which 
ae ſaid to be the chief ingredients in ſoap, they might alſo 
have a ſoap manufactory. But neither theſe, nor any other 
kind of manufacture that requires fire will ever thrive here, 
or indeed any where in the north, until the duty on coals. 
carried north of the Red-head be no longer ranked among 
the number of our taxes. This tax has undoubtedly diſs 
graced the book of rates, from which it ought inſtantly to 
be cancelled, and committed to obhvion; and the member 
who would introduce a bill into the Houfe of Commons, and 
carry it into a law for that effect, would deſerve well of his 
country. In almoſt every point of view, it is both unjuſt 
and impolitic z for it has an evident tendency to hurt trade, 
o hurt manufactures ; it ſubjects thoſe that live at a diſtance 
rom coal to a duty, from which they that reſide near the 
coal pit are exempted; and when it is collected with the ut- 
moſt care, it makes but a oy ene, addition to 
the revenue. 

The a which the inhabitants of this country 
might draw from manufactures are, except kelp, perhaps not 
luperior to what might be obtained from fiſheries. For this 
Ipecies of induftry, the people here are admirably well ſitua- 
ted. Lobſters of an excellent kind, and in very conſiderable 
numbers, e. for many years paſt, been caught here 3 and 

thou gh 
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though the fiſhery be at preſent carried on Cs, an w opulent 
company, it is confined to the ſouth iſles, whereas, were it 
extended, as indeed it ſhould be through the whole, twice 
the number at leaſt might be annually carried to the Log. 


don market. There are plenty of them to be found every 


where around the iſlands; and though they be fold at the 


low price of a penny, or a penny farthing each, where they 
are caught, they are {aid to bring into the country about 
800 l. annually. A ſum equal to this might, perhaps, be 
| received from the capture of herrings. That moſt excellent 

_ ſpecies of fiſh comes, it is well known, in ſeveral great ſhoals 
from the frozen ocean in the north, and one of theſe in its 
progreſs ſouth, hovers about the northern ifles, and the eaſt 
coaſt of Great Britain. Vaſt multitudes of them are taken 
on the coaſt of Shetland i in the month of June ; and in the 
end of July, and. firſt of Auguſt, they frequently touch at 
7 Wick, and other places on the ſhores of Caithneſs and Su- 

| therland, In the intermediate time and ſpace, they might 
certainly be got here in no ſmall quantity, for the bays of 
Orkney are, in the months of July and Auguſt, in ſome 
| ſeaſons at leaſt, full of them. But ? the people here, are ei- 
ther ſo deſtitute of ſpare hands, from their preſent mode 
of agriculture, and from the number of people uſefully em- 
ployed in burning kelp through the ſummer, or they are ſo 
void of enterprize, or perhaps of the means of this ſpecies of 
induſtry, that though this fiſhery has an appearance, that 
promiſes profits ſufficient to reward thoſe that would under- 
take it, there is ſcarcely at preſent a herring net in the whole 
country. No ſmall benefit, it is believed, might alſo be ob- 
tained from a cod fiſhing. Every where almoſt around this 
country cod are to be found, when the weather permits 
boats to get off to them, which indeed is but ſeldom the 
eaſe, as the banks which they mlually haunt lie at a conſi- 
derable 
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lerable diſtance. The ſtations moſt fit for this ging ſcem 
to be the town of Stromneſs, the iſlands of Stronfay and 


Ganday, of Weſtray and Walls, at the laſt of which, the 
little farmers on the ſhores of the Pentland Frith, in the 


times they could ſpare from their labour on land, have been 


known to catch 40,000 fine cod in the ſpace of only one 


ſeaſon, Before much can be made of it, however, {kilful 


fiſhers by profeſſion muſt be procured, as well as boats 
conſtructed for the purpoſe, and little ſloops to cover them 


from the rage of the ſea, and the inclemency of the | 
weather. 


Beſides all this, the inhabitants of Orkney are invited by 


their circumſtances and ſituation to engage in the ſeal and 


whale fiſheries. An evident advantage they have in being 2 


nearer the fiſhing ground than others, their ſeamen are as 
good, and would ſerve for leſs wages, and their proviſions 
are ſtill much cheaper than they are elſewhere ; and as the 


price of labour is not yet very high here, the ſpick or blub- a 


ber might, to great emolument, be converted into oil in this 
country. In fine, were they to improve their agriculture 
in proportion to the goodneſs of the ſoil- were they to in- 


creaſe their manufactures, and raiſe raw materials for them 


at home, or even import them from abroad and were 
they wiſely and vigorouſly to avail themfelves of the advan. 
tages of their ſituation for carrying on various ſorts of fiſhe- 


ries, and both foreign and domeſtic commerce; the people, 
by means of that induſtry, the ſweets of which they would 


in that caſe taſte, would in a ſhort time become more nu- 


merous and more happy, and the Orkney iſlands, by no 
means inconſiderable either in point of extent or fertility, 


would emerge from obſcurity, and aſſume the character of a 


reſpectable province, and add not only to the ſtrength, but 


the ſplendour of the Britiſh empire. 
Vol. VII. „ N U N. 
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NUMBER Ll 
PARISH or REAY. 


a (conti f Caithneſs and 8 ten ROPE: i 
e of Sutherland and mat 0 


By the Reverend My Davio Macxar. | 
e 


— — 


Situation and Beer. | 


HE greater part of the pariſh of Reay lies i in the coun- 
ty of Caithneſs. A part, however, denominated Strath- 
alladate, is in the county of Sutherland. It is computed to 


be about 17 miles in length, and 8 or 9 in breadth. It is 


bounded by the pariſhes of Thurſo and Halkirk, in Caith- 
neſs ; and of Kildonan and Far, in . Its * is 


rey irregular, - 


| Surface, Soil, and Air.—The general aſpect of the country 

is hilly through this pariſh 3 but a conſiderable track, bor- 
dering on the ſea, is level. In the Caithneſs diviſion, the 
foil is generally fertile. A great part of Strathalladale is 
| ſhallow, barren, and fitter for paſture than for cultivation; 
yet, even there, the induſtry of the inhabitants, and the {kil- 


ful uſe of manure, raiſe excellent crops. The air is dry and 


healthy. Colds, cough, fevers, conſumption, and rheuma- 
tiſm, are the moſt prevalent diſtempers. Rheumatiſm has 
been known here only within theſe laſt 40 years. The ſmall- 
- pox, meaſles, and chincough, carry off numbers of children. 


Fever? 


E . — =OV 


perers often occaſion a conſiderable Sar The dropſy 
ſometimes makes its appearance here; in which caſes it is 


ſuppoſed to be canoes od on by the exceſſive 3 of raw 


June. 


e Rivers, &c.— In this pariſh are ſeveral mineral 
ſprings, all ſeemingly chalybeate. The moſt remarkable of 
theſe iſſues at the foot of a rock at Craigtown, on the ſea 
ſhore, The river Halladale runs through the ſtrath of the 


fame name. Torſs divides the pariſh of Reay from the pa- 


riſhes of Thurſo and Halkirk. Of the lakes, which are nu- 


merous, but ſmall, the principal is the Loch of Shuriry. The 
fiſhes caught in the rivers are ſalmon and trouts. The ſal- 


mons in the river Halladale, weigh commonly from 14 to 20 


pounds. The fiſhing of Halladale may be eftimated at 50 
or 60 barrels annually, The river Torts yields from 12 to 
18 barrels of ſalmon in the year. The larger ſalmons are 


eſtimated at 3 d. a pound; the ſmaller at 2 d. In the months 


of June and July, they are in their greateſt perfection. Loch 
Sleital, in Strat halladale, is remarkable for its large red trouts. 


The river of Halladale might be made navigable to boats for 


ſeveral miles. 


Sec cg, Se. — The extent of the ſca- coaſt is computed to 
be about 9 miles. It affords the two bays of Sandſide and 
Bighouſe; and the creeks of Portſkerry, which is ſuppoſed 


to be ſuſceptible of conſiderable improvement, and of which 


the ſituation is thought an eligible one for a fiſhing village. 


The moſt improvable, and beſt harbour in the pariſh, is the 


water mouth of Halladale, where ſmall decked veſſels can lie 
in great ſafety. The principal head-land is Freſgo-head, near 
Sandfide. Wrecks have been frequent upon the coaſt, A 
brigantine, laden with iron and hemp, was wrecked at the 


mouth 
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5 Ruud of the bay in 1771; mothed, whey with logs, af 
Dunreay, in 1781. Two ſloops were wrecked in the ſame 
year; one in the Bay of Bighouſe, the other in the Bay of 
Sandſide. A brigantine, laden with falt, was loſt at Lybſter 

in 1 706 ; TO a eee at W in 1759. 


3 222 —The fiſhes canght t upon the coaſt are cod, lg, 

turbot, haddock, ſkate, whiting, dog fiſh, mackarel, horn. 
back, ſand-eels, and flounders, The beſt ſeaſon for the cod 
and ling is from the beginning of April to the beginning of 
July. They are taken with the hand line, the great line, 
and the ſmall line. Haddocks, the white of the cod's s belly, 
_ ſand-eels, I. pets, and crabs, are uſed for baits. A ſort of 
ſmail fiſh, of the ſize of trouts, named fllacks, and ſuppoſed 
to be the fry of large fiſhes, are taken in great numbers 
among ihe rocks on the ſhore with a pock-net, having ſome 
broken crabs caſt into it for baits. The cods are commonly 
24. ling at 5d. and ſkates at 3 d. each. The haddocks 
are 1n their greateſt perfection in December, and ſometimes 
hege enough to bring 2 d. each. Seals abound on the coaſt; 
and it has been occaſionally viſited by — ſharks, and 
porp zoiles. 


Sea-ware, Shells, &c,—The winter ſtorms frequently throw 
in broken pieces of ſporge; and, among theſe, now and 


then, whole ſponges ſpreading out in a buſh, from one ſtem. 


Enough of ſhell-ſand is thrown up on the ſhore, but very 

few entire ſhells, At flood-mark, indeed, the ſhell of the 
ſea-urchin often appears. The ſea-ware, uſed as manure, 1s 
thrown by ſtorms in great heaps into the bays and creeks, 


and is a mixture of tangle, and other common ſea-weeds. 
At Portſkerry, and round the Bays of Bighouſe and Sandſide, 
about 20 tons of kelp might be annually made. The tide 
OR KIT A 


N Frith. „ 


M vals, be of Binra, the Ry e 5 
mountain in the pariſh, the ſteepeſt ſide is computed to be a 
large mile from top to bottom. There is abundance of lime- 


tone, moorſtone, and granite. Four quarries of freeſtone 
have been opened; one in the hill above Bighouſe; another 
in the hill above Sandſide; and one upon each ſide of Sand- 


fide Bay. Blocks of ſtone for millſtones are found in diffe- 
rent parts of the hills. Marl has been found in Braabin and 
Dunreay. A flender vein of lead-ore was lately diſcovered 
near Reay, but in circumſtances that afforded no encourage- 
ment to work it, Iron-ore is found in different places 
through the pariſh, There is, in this pariſh, a cave, which, 
when a ſtone is caſt into it, emits a hollow, echoing ſound, 
of which the name given it by the country people (glungang) 
is imitative, In Binra, too, is a natural cave, into which 


cattle retire for ſhelter from ſtorms. The entrance is form- 
ed by two natural ſtone-pillars, inclining towards each other. 


In the top is an aperture. This cave was once the reſort of 


a gang of robbers. The ſhore at Borrowſton preſents a num- 
ber of ſmall caves, and a ſtrong natural arch, covered with 


green turf, in a level with the adjacent ground, and leading 


over a chaſm, about 40 feet deep, into which the tide Hows. 


Puadrupeds and Fowls,—The quadrupeds are, black cattle, 


ſheep, goats, ſwine, dogs, cats, hares, rabbits, otters, foxes, 
badgers, rats, mice, moles, weaſels, and wild cats. The rat 


is not to be ſeen in Strathalladale, nor in any other part of 
Sutherland. The birds are, eagles, hawks, ſwans, ducks, 
wild geeſe, ſea pies, ſea plovers, ſcale ducks, herns, cormo+ 


Fants, marrots or auks, kings fiſhers, rain geeſe, muir fowls, 


plovers, 


flows from weſt t to o caſt from the Atlantic Ocean down the Z 


ot. Statiſtical Account 


plovers, partridges, lapwing ſnipes, tame ducks, tre 
pages, tillings, linnets, thruſhes, hill ſparrows, common ſpar 


| rows, wrens, buntings, larks, ſwallows, yellow hammers, wa- 
ter- wagtails, titmice, jackdaws, jackbits, ravens, woodlarks, 
 whimbrels, ſtarlings, curlews, redbreaſts, cuckows, night rails, 
_ pigeons, ſnow-fowls, rooks ; and, in the higher parts of the 
f Pariſh, woodcocks, blackcocks, and heath-hens, are ſometimes 


| feen Of theſe, the ſwan, wild-gooſe, ſea-duck, marrot, 


night . . cuckow, woodcock, and inow-foul, are 


e The return made to Dr Webſter of the num- 
ber of the inhabitants of this pariſh was 2262 ſouls. The 
preſent amount of the population is 2298. The males are 


1128; the females 1170. The annual average of births in 


this pariſh is 75: The deaths, as nearly as can be aſcertained, 
are 36. The number of ſouls, under 10 years of age, are 
602 from 10 to 20, 484 ;—from 20 to 50, 943 from 
5o to 7o, 258 from 70 to 100, 11. The heritors are 8; 
and, of theſe, 2 reſide in the pariſh, The farmers, with their 
families, are 328. The handicraftſmen are, 20 ſhoemakers 
18 weavers, 11 taylors, 4 wrights, 1 maſon, and 5 ſmiths, 


| Here are 9 diſtillers of whiſky, The apprentices are 5: The 


Houſehold ſervants, male and female, 35. The labouring 
ſervants, male and female, 249. 39 of the preſent inhabi- 
tants of this parith are incomers, not born in it; and, of 
theſe, 3 were born in England; the remaining 36 in diffe- 
rent parts of Scotland, All the inhabitants are of the com- 
munion of the eſtabliſhed Church, except one Seceder. Two 
perſons were baniſhed from this pariſh in 1772. In 1773 
| ſeveral families emigrated to North America. Some poor 


people, and one or two reduced families, went from this pa- 


riſh to the cotton mills in Lanark and Stanley in 1788. The 
| proportion 


„% 


coportion of marriageable bachelors to the married men 
ig 2s 1 to 7325. Within theſe few years, about 20 cottages 


houſes have been built. | 


flowers. There are, indeed, few trees—only ſome birches 

on the heights of Strathalladale; nor any fruits, except ap- 
| ples and pears. By ancient calculation, the pariſh contains 
7 271 penny lands of arable ground, at 8 acres to each penny 
x land. The paſture ground, unfit for agriculture, is very ex- 
"I tenfive; nor has its meaſurement ever been aſcertained. 
, The number of black cattle in this pariſh may be at a mode- 
, rate computation 3441— The ſheep 3110—LChe horſes 982. 
l Abundance of all proviſions neceſſary for the uſe of the in- 
g habitants, is produced in the pariſh, The exports are in ge- 
neral bear, oatmeal, beef, mutton, pork, geeſe, hens, butter, | 


cheeſe, tallow, malt, whiſkey, to the market of Thurſo; 
black cattle, fold to drovers from the ſouth ;—horſe colts, 


to Sutherland and Roſs ;—as alſo hides, ſkins, gooſe-quills, 
and other feathers. Flax is an article of crop which has 


bout 5o acres of the arable ground. Oats are ſown com- 
monly in April—bear in the end of May; and are reaped in 


penny land, The principal farmers pay from 20 l. to 6ol. 
Sterling of yearly rent; and the rate of the penny land is 
from 51, to 8 l. 

ae A 0 


have been ſuffered to fall into Ty and two you farm 
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Produce we —Bear, black oats, and white oats, are the 
ofaal crops. Wheat and peaſe have been tried with no great 
ſucceſs, The gardens afford the common pot-herbs and 


2 rr — be 


ſent to Orkney ;—lambs, to the lowlands ;—geeſe, ſometimes 
lately been introduced. Graſs- ſeeds have been ſown upon a- 


September and October. The lands of this pariſh are in ge- 
neral unincloſed. The farms confiſt commonly of what is 
called a penny land Many farmers poſſets only the half of a 


There are in this pariſh 181 ploughs, and 
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; 92 carts. In the Caithneſs diſtrict are 10 witer=mills, and in 
the diviſion of the pariſh belonging to Sutherland 4, In 
each diſtrict too, there is alſo a highland-mill, having but one 


horizontal wheel Gy under the mill- ſtones, 15 


l "Pris of Labour int Provifons—The TR qrices of pro. 
| viſions are for beef, mutton, and pork, from 2 d. to 3 d. 2 
pound —geeſe, 1 s. each—hens, 5 d.— chickens, 13 d,—hyt. 
ter and tallow, from 8s. to 10s. a eee 48. 2 
ſtone — bear and oatmeal, from 108. to 125. a boll—oats, 58. 

a boll—wool is fold at 14 8. a ſtone.— Day. labourers in huſ. 
bandry receive, men 6 d. with victuals— women 4 d. with 
victuals— without victuals, the former 8 d.—the latter 6 d.— 

| Carpenters, maſons, and ſlaters, are paid from 1 8. to 2 8.2 
a6 PE RT on Og 8 . 


| Church, School, and Poor.— The church was built in 1539. 
The ſtipend is 4 chalders of grain, 500 merks Scots in mo- 
ney, with 60 l. Scots for communion elements. The patron- 
age is with the Crown, The globe lies at a mile's diſtance 

from the manſe, and when let yields only 21. 10 8. of yearly 
rent; a ſmall part, indeed, contiguous to the manſe, may be 


worth 1 l. more of rent.— The parochial ſchool of this pariſh | 


has a ſalary of 200 merks Scots, obtained by a decreet of the 
Court of Seſſion in November 1773, at the expence of the 
General Aſſembly. The ſchoolmaſter poſſeſſes alſo an acre 
of ground, for which he teaches two children. In ſummer 
and in winter about 50 ſcholars attend the ſchool; in ſpring 


and harveſt when people are commonly obliged to employ | 


ſuch of their children as are fit for labour, the number falls 
to about. 20. Salary and perquiſites, if regular payments 
were made by the ſcholars, would together make the ſchool- 
maſter's ſalary amount to 241. a. year.— The poor receiving 

alms 


alms are about 50. The contributions for their ſupport are 
between 51. and 61. „ 


eee people « this arith are on the whole 1. 


duſtrious and economical, although, perhaps, rather too much 


addicted to the drinking of ſpiritous liquors. They are very 


hoſpitable. They are in general poor. It muſt be confeſſed, 
too, that all the attention of the well diſpoſed can hardly re- 
ſtrain the lower claſſes. from pilfering in caſes of ſhip- 
wreck, To what has been ſaid above of the rate of wages, 
it may here be added, that married labourers living with their . 
families, receive 6 bolls of meal for board, and from 21. to 


31. of wages in the year, with ſhoes. They ſometimes have 
belides this a piece of ground for raiſing potatoes, with gra- 


ſing and winter fodder for a cow. Servants living in their 


maſter's houſe receive the ſame wages as the others, without 
the allowance for board, — 1 l. with ſhoes, is the year's wages 


for a female ſervant. Recruiting parties in Thurſo have fre- 
quently picked up young men of this pariſh for the army. 
Reay furniſhed the greater part of two companies of Fenci- 


bles during the American war. 


Services exacted from the Tenants, —There are perſonal ſer- 
vices performed by tenants and under tenants with their la- 


bouring cattle, in the parith of Reay for time immemorial ; 
but are aboliſhed in ſome parts of the pariſh, being convert- 


ed to money rent. On ſome eſtates and tacks they are li- 
mited ; on others unlimited or diſcretionary on the maſter's 
part. The unlimited ſervices are carried to a great extent; 


and, it is to be regretted, that a long cuſtom, with other cir- 
cumſtances, has rendered that thraldom leſs o4iou- to thoſe, 


who in other reſpects are of benevolent tender feclings, and 
an obliging diſpoſition. In ſuch caſes, though the tenants or 
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under tenants make a ſhift to perdem che ſervices a4 
ed, they would find it impoſſible to pay an equivalent in mo- 
ney were they converted. The limited ſervices are not eſta. 
bliſhed by a general rule, and therefore vary on different 
eſtates and tacks, A tenant of a penny-land on one eſtate 
performs three days in ſpring with his cattle, five days ſhear. | 
ing and leading with horſes every leading day, and mealing 16 
bolls oats. A tenant of a penny-land on another eſtate, is 
bound to perform 24 days in ſpring with labouring cattle, 12 
days in harveſt, and leading every leading day, and mealing 

20 bolls of oats, Cottagers who poſſeſs little more than one. 
eighth part of a penny-land, perform ſervices three days e- 


very week in ſpring and harveſt, and one in the week during 


ſummer and winter. The tenants or under tenants are obli- 
ged to perform theſe ſervices every day their maſter is plen. 
ſed to call them, perhaps from 20 to 120 days in the year. 
The nature of theſe. ſervices is plowing and manuring with 
their own cattle—weeding growing corn—cutting, leading 
with their own cattle, and building corn—mealing corn— 
cutting, curing, and leading hay - carrying victual to a ſes· 
port, in ordinary to Thurſo, from 6 to 8 computed miles di- 
ſtance, or to any diſtiller in the country cutting, curing, 
and leading peats, which is done by the piece, and running 
expreſſes, but not frequently. If a well eſteemed maſter 
falls behind in his ſpring or harveſt work, his tenants lend 
him their help voluntarily, beyond their limited ſervices when 
in their power. Services are ſtill performed, (though mode- 
rately) where they have been converted many years ago, not- 
_ withſtanding the eonverſion money is ſtill paid as a part of 
the rent. Hence it appears, that nothing but a prohibitory 
law can aboliſh this practice. As the tenants and under te- 
nants are generally in ſtraĩtened circumſtances, it would be 
difficult to deviſe a method of aboliſhing ſervices, without 
conſiderabe 
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conſiderable ſacrifices being made by ſuperiors. But were 
the tenants by a little relaxation brought to eafier circum- 
ſtances, and their own labour under proper management, 


applied to the improvement of their farms, there is little 


doubt but the conſequence would be advantageous to the 
landlords, and Tony Frans 82 more effectual. 


Public Hoſts, —Little ale is drunk i in the pariſh excepting 
in private houſes, There are three inns or public houſes 
wherein whiſkey is retailed, and travellers are accommoda. 
ted, but not very comfortably for the better ſort. The hoſ- 


pitality of the PD b the Poe inſtead of elegant . 


Inns. 


Language, —The Gaelic or Erſe language is chiefly ſpoken 
through this pariſh. Many indeed now ſpeak both Gaelic 
and Engliſh. The names of places are moſtly of Gaelic de- 


rivation, Some ending in fer, as Shebſter, Brubſter, &c. 


are ſuppoſed to be of Daniſh origin. Reay, the name of the 


pariſh, is thought to be a corruption from Urray, the name 
of a Pickiſh hero who inhabited the caſtle, to this day called 


K nock n 
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N UM B E R III. 


UNITED PARISHES OF AITHSTING 
DR nt” AND SANSLING. 


(Sberifion of Orkney and Z nland—Preſtter of 2er 


land. 9 


, e Me Parkron Bangs arts. 


| Situation and F xtent, 


THF n is ſituated in the middle of the main land of 
Ze land. It is bounded on the north by the pariſh 


- of elting, from which it is ſeparated by a large inlet of the 


ſea called SwarbacFs Minn, and which forms many fine bays 


and harbours in Delting and Aithſting. On the ſouth, it is 
waſhed by the ocean. It is, in moſt places, 9 miles long, 
an 6 miles broad. A very inconſiderable part of it is under 
_ cultivation, and no exact meaſurement has ever been taken 

of it. There are 801 merks land in the pariſh ; but the 


extent bf a merk land is very indefinite, Some farms, which 


are rentalled for 6 merks, are of more extent, and worth more 
rent, than others that are rentalled for 10 or 12 merks. 
Theſe merks are valued by ſixpenny, ninepenny, and twelve- 


penny land. Sixpenny land pays to the proprictor 8 ke” 


butter, and 128. Scotch, per merk. Ninepenny land pays 


12 merks butter, and 11. Scotch; and twelvepenny land pays 


16 merks butter, and 11. 4s. Scotch. [N. B. The lands are 


reckoned by merks, and the butter is weighed by merks and 
liſpunds.) 


Aithſing and Sanſing. 5812 
llpunds.] The merk is equal to 14 Amſterdam pound. 24 


merks equal to a liſpund, or 30 merks Amſterdam. The 


butter rent has never been raiſed above this rule in any part 


of this pariſn; but the price has been raiſed from 5 8. to 10s. 


jer liſpund; and the money rent has, in ſome places, been 


quadrupled. There are alſo many ontjeth, i. e. ſmall parcels 


of ground lately incloſed from the common, and ſet to a te- 


nant for NO rent . 


: Appearance and Climate —The appearance of the pariſh is 
rather hilly, but none of the hills are of any remarkable 


height when compared with thoſe in the neighbouring pa- 
riſnes. The cultivated ground is generally at the foot of the 


hills, and on the ſea-ſhore, and there is not a houſe in the pa- 
riſn half a mile diſtant from the ſea, On the weſt fide of 
the pariſh the bills are generally green on a moſſy ſoil, and 
affording little paſture for ſheep or horſes in winter. On the 
north the hills are dry and rocky, with ſmall long heather, 
and fine ſweet graſs. In the middle of the pariſh the hills 


are deep moſs, and afford plenty of coarſe graſs called Lub- 


ba, and ſhort buſhy heather. The pariſh is every where in- 


terſected by long narrow bays called here Voes, or Friths. 
The paſture on the ſide of the Voe and in the Neſs, or pe- 


ninſula formed by two Voes, is generally good, and great 


plenty of ſea · weed or tang to be found on the ſhores. There 


can be no river in the pariſh—ſome ſmall burns or rivulets, 


which afford excellent trout, and the ſea-trout come into the 


burns to ſpawn, and are often caught in nets in Auguſt and 
September. There are upwards of 40 freſh water lakes in 
the pariſh; many of them might be drained at a ſmall ex- 
pence, and would greatly improve the paſture, or might be 
incloſed for meadows, as the bottom is moſtly green or mud- 


ay. There are two inhabited iſlands, containing one family 


each, 
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each, abs take care of the proprietor's ſheep FE i 
ſmall iſlands or holms, in which the proprietor feeds ſheep 
and cattle, The ſmall part of the pariſh which is e 
by the ocean, is a very high and rocky ſhore, and ſome cu- 
rious caves formed by the weſtern ocean, much frequented 
by ſeals, wild pigeons, ſea-fowls, &c.— There is no wood in 
the pariſh but, in a gentleman's garden, although there is 
pretty good evidence, and an imperfect tradition, that the 


| pariſh was once overrun with wood.—The air is moiſt and 


foggy, but not unhralthy— The heat or cold never diſagree- 


able. — The moſt prevalent diſtempers here ſeem to be com · 


plaints on the liver; and are ſaid to be occaſioned by the vio- 


lent exertions the men are often forced to make at ſea, and 


the ſudden tranſitions from heat to cold, to which they are 
frequently expoſcd. Cramps and rheumatiſms alſo very 
common. The epilepſy, to which the women in the north - 
_ ern pariſhes are very liable, has not been ſeen here theſc 
many years. The people are not ſo healthy now as former- 
jy, owing to the great alteration in the mode of living. The 
general uſe of tea, though but lately introduced, has made a 
very rapid progreſs. 
not now diſpenſe with it, and will fell their clothes, yea their 
meal, to purchaſe it. They uſe a very coarſe kind of black 
tea, drink it very ſtrong, and often without milk or ſugar : 
The latter hardly ever uſed. The immoderate uſe of ſpiritu- 
ous liquors alſo materially -hurts the conſtitution, as well as 
ruins the circumſtances of many. Several of the laſt gene- 
ration lived to a great age. One man died, within theſe 12 
years, aged 107; and one woman, this year, of 95; but 
there is now only one man above 80 in the whole pariſh. 


Rent.—There are 17 heritors in the pariſh. Seven of the 
ſmalleſt reſide in it. There has never been any valuation of 
the 


The pooreſt family in the pariſh will 


the 1 
i9 n 
butts 
Scot 


of aniſus an Sanling 
the bo. The rent paid to the landlords is 345 liſpund, 


ig merk butter, and 19131, 16s. Scotch. Converting the 
butter at 31, Scotch per liſpund, it is in all 26931. 16 8. 


Scotch, or 2241. 9s. 8 d. Sterling; but the butter rent is 
now charged by the heritors at 8 s. and ſometimes at 10's. 


per liſpund. After all, this is but a nominal rent; for each 


tenant receives his poſſeſſion from the landlord, on condition 


of putting out the fixth ſhare of a boat to the long fiſhing, 
and delivering the wet fiſh to him or his tackſman at 3s. 6d. 
| Sterling per quintal or cwt. and his off'*t 10d. or 15. per 


cann ; ſo that the real rent of the pariſh depends on the pro- 
fits the landlords make of the fiſh and oil, and is only known 
to themiclves “. Great part of the pariſh was lately ſet to 
a tackſman, who paid above double rent for it; and, as the 


fihings proved remarkably good during his tack, he made 
conſiderable profits. The poultry (one for each merk land) 
zs included in the rent, as ſtated above, They pay alſo three 


days work from each family, when required; and, when not 
paid in kendars, converted at 6 d. per day. They are always 


maintained by the landlord; and their meat very often ex- 


ceeds the value of their work. The pariſh allo pays to Sir 


Thomas Dundas, the ſuperior, for ſcatt, wattle, and oxpenny, 


110; canns oil, and 30 liſpund, 6 merk butter, and 140 l. 


35. Scotch money; in all, 2971. 6s. Scotch, or 241. 159. 
| 64. Sterling. This was evidently the land-tax paid to the 
King of Norway or Denmark before theſe iſlands were an- 
nexed to the crown of Scotland, and has been, perhaps very 


unjuſtly, continued on the tenants in Zetland, who, as they pay 
ceſs or land- tax to Britain beſides, amounting generally to 


5d. or 6 d. per merk, may be ſaid to pay double ceſs every 
year. They pay alſo corn teind, 8d. or 10 d. per mer 


land ; one half of which to the ſuperior, as biſhop's rent, 
* Vide pariſh of Dunroſſueſs. 
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and one half to the miniſter. They pay alſo vicarage teinde 
for cows, ſheep, and boats. The total payments from the 
pariſh in a year, excluſive of ceſs and day's works, is 3742. 
74d. Scotch, or 311 1. 16 d. 9d. W . the 


It is very probable chat all che lands i in Shetland were a 


| lodial or udal. The proprietor had no right to ſhow but 


- _ uninterrupted ſucceſſion. But, as theſe udallers divided their 
lands among all their children, (the ſon got two merks, and 
the daughter one; hence 20e „iter part, a common proverb in 
Shetland to this day), the poſſeſſions ſoon became trifling, 
and were ſwallowed up by great men, generally ſtrangers, 
many of whom acquired eſtates in a very ſhort time. None 
of theſe udallers remain in this pariſh, and great part of the 
lands are now feued from the ſuperior. The ſuperiors for- 
merly had many ways of procuring property in Shetland. 
Patrick Earl of Orkney, in a diſpoſition of the lands of Sand 
to Jerom Umphray, narrates, that he had evicted 7 merks 
of that land from Pow! Nicholſon in Cullſwick, for fealing 

a ſavine, and that he had evicted 6 merks from - 
in Cullſwick, for ſtealing bolts from his Lordſhip'strood, 
probably ſome piece of wreck which had been drawn into 
Cullſwick. In that ſame diſpoſition, the Earl grants receipt 
for the money from Jerom Umphray, at the rate of 171, 
168 Jo per merk land, being full land's price at the 
« time.” In 1789, three merk land in Fogragarth ſold for 


100]. Sterling, and 40 ſheep; and one or the merks | is only 
feued. 5 | 


Agriculture. Very little can be ſaid for the method of 
cultivation: It is, at beſt, ſloven ly, and often prepoſterous. 
The ſoil is in a few places ſandy; in ſome, it is clay; but, in 


— it is deep black moſs. Every farm is incloſed or 
divided 
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divides from the common paſture by a turf or hows dyke 3 ; 


but, in what is called a farm or town, there are perhaps 12 
or 14 tenants, whoſe lands lie pro indiuiſo, and often runrig, 


which effectually prevents ſmaller incloſures, and is, in many 
other ways, inconvenient for the tenant. In ſome farms of 


30 or 40 merk land, there are often 4 heritors. As the poſ- 


ſeſſions are by far too ſmall, the land i is too frequently la- 


boured. 


Tbere 3 are 14 ploughs in the eil 4 oxen in each, wo 
g0 a-breaſt, A large yoke is laid on the neck of the two 
outermoſt, and a ſmall yoke on the innermoſt oxen. Theſe 
yokes are Joined by a double rope, to the middle of which is 


fixed the draught or chain, which is from 24 to 18 feet long, 
from the neck of the oxen to the noſe of the plouzh. The 


plough is of a very ſingular conſtruction. A crooked piece 
of wood, bent (naturally) almoſt to a right angle, forms the 
beam; to which is fixed a piece of oak ſtave, about 7 feet 
long, which muſt be very pliable, and yield to the preſſure 


of the driver's hand, when he would deepen his fur. The 
coulter ſtands almoſt even up and down, and is always too 
ſhort. A ſquare hole is cut through the lower end of the 
beam, and the mercal, a piece of oak about 22 inches long, 


introduced, which, at the other end, holds the fock and 


ky. The furrow is made deep or ſhallow, by driving a 
wedge below or above the mercal, on the outfide of the 


beam. There is a ſtilt on the top of the plough; and the 


man who holds it, walks on the white land at the fide of it. 


This flender machine is liable to many accidents. A ftone 


in the land, or even a Riff) furrow, often breaks it in pieces, 


and the labour is much retarded : It turns the furrow almoſt. 


quite round about; and, people are employed to cut and 


ſmooth it with ſpades, before the ſeed is ſown. The outfields | 
generally lie ley one year, and are fown next April with 
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black oats. After the ſeed is ſown, the dung is laid about 
it, and both are very lightly harrowed. By this means, a 
tolerable crop is generally procured, but the ſoil is never me- | 
| Horated, Prejudice and obſtinacy prevent their adopting 
other methods, which have, on experience, been found to 

_ anſwer better, ſuch as allowing the lands to lie two or three 
Fears ley, then take two crops, always turning down the 
dung, by which means dry outfield may ſoon be meliorated, 
and converted into infield. Some outfields or outbreaks can. 
not admit of this, being 5 or 6 feet . and are give 2 
crop while the ſurface is rotting. 
Infield is generally laboured to bear or - potatoes. The bear 
land is always dunged, and the dung ploughed, or turned 


down. Sometimes a crop of infield oats is taken, but very 


ſeldom in this pariſh. There are ſome infield grounds which 
are well known to have produced bear for theſe 40 years, 
without ever lying ley, or being ſown with oats. Theſe 
lands get a great deal of dung every year; and, in rainy 
ſeaſons, the crop is always laid to the ground. 'The manure 
for infield is cow-dung, kept in the byre until ſeed-time, and 
frequently mixed with aſhes and light moſly earth, which is 
gathered in ſummer, and kept in ſtorehouſes for that pur- 
poſe. The dung is carried out in winter on the outfields, 
and made up in ſmall dunghills, mixed with earth and ſea- 
ware. As the farms are generally too ſmall for keeping 
ploughs, by far the greateſt part of the pariſh is digged with 
a curious light ſpade, made for that purpoſe. The dung is 
carried on people's backs, though ſometimes horſes are em- 

ployed to carry it in creels. There are only two carts in the 
pariſh, One of them has put out as much in a day as nine 
people would have carried on their backs. No man in this 
pariſh will ſow oats before the 17th April, by which means 


the beſt ſeaſon is often loſt. Harveſt generally begins in 
September 


water-mill or hand-quearn, and grinds his own crop; but, in 


good ſeaſons, the crop in this pariſh would always maintain 
the inhabitants, with the help of milk and fiſh, and potatoes 


and cabbage. The two latter grow in great abundance. 


| Wages, —Men-ſervants get from 151. to 81. Scotch, for 
three-fourths of the year. In ſummer, they are all employed 


in the ling fiſhing, and the boys on beaches. The men get 


from 12 J. to 24 1. Scotch; boys from 61. to 101. Women- 
ſervants get from 121. to 81. ſometimes cheaper, when they 
get their © hands to themſelves ;” that is, liberty to ſpin and 


knit ſtockings, for their own behoof and emolument, at lei- 


ſure hours. The yarn is generally ſpun at night, when they 


would be otherwiſe idle; and, when carrying dung, or tra- 


relling on the road, they are always knitting. Their ſervice | 
to the maſter is often very inconſiderable; and they would 


not get meat for their work in any other place, Artificers 
are ſeldom paid by the day, and are always maintained by 
the employer. A maſon has from 10 d. to 14d. a day; his 
ſervants 6 d.; wright, 10 d.; taylor, ſhoemaker, and boat- 
wider, paid by the piece, and generally earn 8 40 or 10 d. 


8 fat e ox, weighing from 3 to 4 cwt. ſells at 


31. Sterling; a cow, 21.3 ſheep, 3s. ; lamb, from 10 d. to 
15d,; calf, 18. 2d. ; ſwine, 2s. or 3s.; pigs, 6d.; gooſe, 
8 d.; hers, 4 d.; chicken, 2 d.; butter, from 5s. to 8s. or 


9s. per liſpund; potatoes, 6 d.; cabbage, never ſold; ditto 
plants, from 3 d. to 12 d. per hundred. When meal is ſold 
in the pariſh, it is from 2 8. to 28. 6 d. for oats, and 18. 8 d. 


or 28. for bear- meal, per liſpund ; leed oats, s. 3 d.; bear, 
1s. 8 d. 


M SH Woo 
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September.—No eſtimation can be made of the quantity or 
value of each ſpecies of crop, as every man has his own 
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ManufaAures and Fiſhing, —The pariſh produces 2 great 
quantity of wool, which ſells from 10 d. to 15 d. per liſpund, 
Very little good uſe is made of it in the pariſh. A few 
coarle cloths are manufactured for common uſe ; and all the 

_ ſtockings, nightcaps, mitts, &c. uſed in the pariſh. The 
remainder is commonly deſtroyed in coarſe ſtockings, which 
can hardly bring the original value of the wool. They are 
generally bartered in Lerwick for tea, ſnuff, tobacco, linen, 
lawns, cottons, &c. and ſeldom bring above 23 d. real value, 
though they are nominally allowed 5 d.; for neither meal 
nor ready money can be obtained for ſtockings. It muſt, 
however, be acknowledged, that the manufacturers are much 
to blame for the low price of ſtockings, as they are generally 
of an extreme bad quality. A conſiderable quantity of kelp 
is made in this parith, perhaps from 40 to 50 tons in a year, 
The ſhores are generally let to a farmer, who makes the kelp 
at his own expence, and receives from the landlord 40 8. per 
ton. He employs women or boys at 7. 6 d. per month, or 
2d. a tide. This manufacture is but lately iutroduced, and 
is of very eſſential ſervice, as many people earn ſomething at 
it, who never had or could have earned a penny i in any other 
Way. | 

The people, in general, have a turn for handicrafts ; but, 
as they have no opportunity to learn, and but very little 
ſteadineſs in themſelves, they ſeldom come to perfection in 
| any trade. Every man almoſt tans his own leather, (often 
with the tormentile root), makes his own ſhoes, coarſe cloths, 
&c, There is no convenient fiſhing ſtation in this pariſh, 
nor any beaches fit for drying the fiſh. The ſmall part of it 
which has immediate acceſs to the occan, is a bold rocky 
thore, The ling and cod fiſhing is, however, carried on with 
great vigour by the inhabitants, who are not inferior in {kill 
and aCtivity to any of their neighbours. In the month of 

June, 
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June, almoſt every man in the pariſh lives his home, a 8 
goes to the proper fiſning ſtations in the neighbouring pa- 


riſnes of Walls and Northmavine. The expence of this fiſh- 


ing, and the mode of carrying it on, will be deſcribed by the 
miniſters of theſe pariſhes. There are about 36 fſix-oared 
boats, for this fiſhing, belonging to the pariſh ; and many 
young men are hired by fiſhers in Northmavine. A few 
ling and cod are caught at the ſouth end of the pariſh, and 
ſell, ling 6d. cod 2d. Plenty of haddocks and whitings fell 
1d. per dozen. Pollocks, or young ſeath, caught in ſummer, 


and fell for 1 d. per ſcore. Sillocks ſet in, in great quantities, 


to the bays or voes in winter; but, as every man is now at 
home, and can fiſh for himſelf, theſe are ſeldom ſold, Her- 
rings, caught in the bays in autumn, ſell for 1 d. fer ſcore, 
or 38. per mett, nearly a barrel of freſh ungutted herrings. 
No tide-ways in this pariſh. The only exports ſent directly 
by ſea are kelp, herrings, butter, and a very ſmall quantity of 
oil. Black cattle, horſes, and ſtockings, are generally ſold to 
the Lerwick merchants. No town or village. No inns ; 


perhaps 30 or 40 gin and tea ſhops, to the great ruin of the 


morals, health, and circumſtances of the inhabitants. The 


landlords could eaſily prevent this trade; and it would be 


much for their advantage to do ſo, as ſeveral of the tenants 
ſpend more in theſe ſhops than they give to the landlord in 
a year; and ſome ſpend all they are worth, ſo the landlord 
gets nothing; yet this trade is carried on by his own tenants, 
| {who have no tacks, and might therefore be ſoon removed.) 


No road in the pariſh ; and, in many places, it is not poſ- 


file to make them, the hills are ſo rugged, and the moſs ſo 

deep. Great plenty of fine bays and harbours, which are of 
little conſequence here, as a ſhip has hardly been ſeen in 
ſome of them within the memory of man. On the north, 


the bay of Aith, and voe of Burra Frith, afford very line 
5 anchorage 


, 
1 
i 
4 
2 
4 
4 
146 
1 
1 
. 
i 
: * 
'7Y 
1 
1 
. 
> 
4B 
7 
* 
78 
[+ - 
LS 
£5 
* 
+ 
153 
149 
4 
11 
4 
1 
f 
3.4 
1 
© 
ws. 
Wo. 
. 
oF) 
* 
4 
+ 
bl 
* 
1 
A. 
. i 
i 
oh 
* 
: 
1 


—w— . — Sees —„-— <> ne; —— — G * 1 
— — F — ͤ———— r . FOI, * 1 boa to. he — — — — 
— 1 a 1 9 - 2 2 a 3 n A : 
- — — — —— — Co ror tes — py 4 un _ 


SA ES ge: 
1 N — II; 1 - 85 — — by 
I ; 


* - 9 * 
W Ne 


— 


8 


4 


599 Sales an 


anchorage for many miles. The entrance is from St Magnus . 


Bay, through Swarback Minn Clouſta Voe, where veſſels 
would be ſafe in all weathers, and could lie alongſide of the 
rock, in 20 feet water. Voe of Unrufrith, great quantities 


of kelp made and ſhipped in the two laſt ; —Snarraneſs, 
where herrings are often caught and loaded. Gruten Voe, 


and Ollas Voe, on the weſt, very fine large bays, ſheltered 


| from all ſea and winds, The entrance is through the ſouth 


end of Vaila Sound, a much frequented harbour in the pariſh 
of Walls. On the ſouth, are Skeldavoe, Selivoe, and Treſta- 


: voe, all of them fine harbours, but very little frequented, 


The entrance is from the ocean. As the pariſh is every 
where interſected by long voes, the traveller has often occa- 
ſion to croſs ferries. There are, however, no ſtated ferry- 
boats; but the people are very ready to aſſiſt and forward 
their neighbours, often for nothing, and at beſt for a very 
ſmall hire, There is no * or veſſel e to the 
pariſh. | 


| Church and Peor—The church was built in 1780, and got 
anew roof in 1789. The manſe was built in 1970, and was 
_ repaired in 1788. The ſtipend is let to a tackſman for 60 l. 


Sterling, excluſive of an augmentation of 1 11. 19. lately 


obtained. Hugh Sutherland was miniſter here in the begin- 


ning of laſt century; was ſucceeded by James Strachan, who 


was drowned in 1691, croſſing a ſmall ferry in the pariſh. 
His ſucceſſor, Cornelius Barron, was very unjuſtly, as is ſaid, 


x depoſed by a committee of the General Aſſembly, ſent here 
in the beginning of this century, to inquire into the ſtate of 


the church, and ſee if the miniſters had conformed to Preſ- 
byterianiſm. Mr Barron had conformed ; but they ſought 


| after, and pretended to find other cauſes for ſetting him 


aide. It will perhaps hardly be believed now a- days, that 
| bodily 
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bodily infemiey, and affliction from the hand or b providence, 
were his greateſt crimes. ZE 

The number of poor on the roll are 10, 8 women und * 
men, all of them aged and infirm. Each of them has a 


particular diſtrift in the pariſh to which they are confined, 


and every houſeholder keeps them one night for every merk 
land he labours. They get clothes and ſhoes from the ſeffion 


annually, and the expence of their funerals is paid from the 
poor's funds. There are therefore no travelling beggars of 
this pariſh, Many poor families alſo require aſſiſtance to 
buy ſeed corn, or purchaſe meal, cattle, &c. The frequent 
misfortunes at the fiſhing, greatly increaſe the number of 
widows and orphans, who muſt receive occaſional ſupply. 2 
The only fund for the ſupport of the poor is the Sunday 5 
collections, which amount to about ql. per annum, and a 
few fines impoſed by the ſeſſion for miſdemeanours. In 
1784 and 1785, the whole money in the ſeſſions hands was 
exhauſted, excepting 101. Sterling, which had been lent, and 
could not be recovered at that time. It has been ſince re- 
paid; and the funds now amount to 171. Sterling. So great 


was the poverty and diſtreſs of the people in general at that 
time, that many would have periſhed for want, but for the 
charitable contributions of well diſpoſed perſons in England 
and Scotland, and a large ſupply ſent from government. 


Population, —In 1733 there were 987 ſouls. In Dr Web⸗ 
ſter's liſt, in 175559411 in 1775, 1233 and 1 N 1792, 


1285. 


Amount 
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| Amount of Population i in Sandſting 4 Aithfling, Jan. 17 1 15 925 
1285, of iz. * are 3 and 655 omen. : 


Men above 1 2 Women above 15 hs . 
— — 66 ᷣ 46 — — 70 15 
FC Ä 
— — 39, 6 — — 40 109 
J ͤö;·ͤ) 8 J ᷣ ᷣ .. 8. 

— below 10 175 — — 10 103 
— ä or 144 

630 — 

. 1 3 

Mens, 630 

| In all, 1285 
Average of births for 1 10 years from 17 34, is, Boys. Girls. 
2 | 1 117 97's 
Ditto for laſt 10 years, PE nn LEnry Bs = ol 
Average of marriages for 10 years, from 1734, "oY 428 


Ditto neee; - 43 

N. B. From December 1739, to December 1749, there 

was no marriage in the pariſh. 
'There are 46 widows, 14 widowers, and 1 2 batchelors 
who have houſe and land; but molt of theſe are young men 
ſtaying with their mothers on their father's tacks. There is 
no exact regiſter of deaths, as there are four burial places in 
the pariſh, and no ſtated grave-digger ; but as far as can be 
made out, the average of 10 years preceding 1791, is g; but 
laſt year there died 47 30 of which in the {auall-pox. There 
have been 16 twins born in the pariſh within theſe 10 years, 
$ of which by" two ſiſters. 


= 7. 
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The increaſe of the people is owing to the number of out- 
ſets, and ſplitting of tacks, by which means the number and 
poverty of the people are much increaſed. There is one 
farm now poſſeſſed by 7 tenants, and 3 outſets, which, in 
1742, had only 2 tenants ;—many others, where the number 
of families is tripled. Formerly, the landlords in this pariſh 
were little concerned in the ling fiſhing, Many perſons now | 
alive remember when there was not one fix-oared boat in the 
miniſtry ; and the firſt maſter of a boat to the Ha-af, or 
ling fiſhing, from Sanſting, is ſtill alive. Many of the tenants 
had large flocks of ſheep and cattle, and found their profit in 
ſtaying home to look after them, and others went to North- 
mavine fiſhing for fees; and, if they paid their rent to the 
landlord, nothing more was aſked. The landlords now find 
it neceſſary to proſecute the fiſhing on their own account 
and to increaſe the number of ſeamen, is their great and 
conftant endeavour. With this view, outſets were increaſed, 


greatly to the detriment of the paſture and ſheep flocks, 5 


The rentalled lands were ſubdivided, and ſet on this expreſs 
proviſion, that they ſhould fit out a ſixth ſhare of a boat to 
the ling fiſhing; and every encouragement was given to 
young men to marry, and ſettle in the country. | The reve- 
nues of the pariſh are certainly increaſed; but the number 
of women and children, who can do nothing for themſelves 
or the landlord, in much greater proportion. The ſtock of 
cattle and ſheep is perhaps nearly the ſame; but, being divi- 
ded among a much greater number of people, any material 
loſs, ſuch as happened in 1784, is much more ſeverely felt; 
and the production or profit of that ſtock cannot go ſo far in 
ſupplying the neceſſities of an increaſed number of people. 
The fiſhing is not nearly ſo plentiful now as before; but the 
quantity of land under cultivation, has perhaps increaſed in 
equal proportion with the peop!?, (i. e. a much greater quan- 
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tity of land is under cultivation now than was 60 or 70 years 
ago). It muſt, however, be ſtated here, that the number of 
| poor on the roll, about 60 years ago, was more than double 


of what it is now. Whether this was owing to improper 


admiſſion, or if their neceſſities were really greater, cannot 
now be diſcovered. One probable conjecture is, that the 
number of ſervants muſt have been greater then than now; 
7 and, as they could hardly be ſuppoſed to ſave any thing 

from their trifling fees, they had little other dependance, 
when old, but on the poor's funds. One other obſervation 
is, that the Sunday collections were much greater then than 
they are now. 


There are 205 fa milies in the pariſh, (the average in a fa- 


mily 6;); but, in many of theſe families, there are two ſets 


of children; the father and his family, and the eldeſt fon 
married, and has a family. 
their ages, as per the table. No other diviſion can be made. 
All the people in the pariſh are natives of Shetland, except 
one man from Argyle, and one woman from Aberdeenſhire. 
There are uo ſectaries of any denomination z—no town or 
village ;—no diſtinct diviſion can be made by their occupa- 
tions or ſituations in life. There are 3 blackſmiths, 4 ma- 
ions, many taylors, weavers, wrights, boat-builders, ſhoc- 
makers, &.; but none earn their bread by that occupation 
alone: Every man almoſt is fiſher, farmer, and artificer ; ſo 
that hardly any man in the pariſh, except the ininiſter, 
makes his bread by one trade, 


Cattle. — The number of horfes cannot be aſcertained; 
(they exceed £05); they are very ſmall, but generally hand- 
ſome, and of high mettle z—are employed in the pariſh in 
carrying peats and turf, and in riding to church. A great | 
number are fold annually to the farmers in Dunroſſneſs, to 


Orkneymer, 


They are divided, and claſſed by | 


[ar 
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Orkneymen, and to the merchants in Lerwick, who ſend 


them to Leith, London, Hull, Holland, &c. They fetch 
from 121. to 36 J. Scotch, i. e. from 1 l. to 31. Sterling. 
Ihe number of ſheep cannot be properly aſcertained, as 
they go at freedom on the hills; and ſome of them are ſo 
wild, as only to be caught by dogs; and the owners are very 
careful to conceal their number, to cheat the teind- maſter. 


Perhaps gooo may be near the truth. 
There are 850 milching cows, beſides oxen. and young 
cattle, and a great number of ſwine, who go looſe in the 


paſture in ſummer ; and not being ringed, do a great deal of 


miſchief; and, in winter, they turn up and deſtroy the corn 


land and meadows. No mines or mineral fprings of any 


Cs FH 


Di advantages. The want of Biattiußictüres! is a great loße, 
as the people, eſpecially women and children, are idle for at 


leaſt half of the year.— The woollen manufacture moſt natu- 


rally preſents itſelf, in the firſt place. The tenants have no 


tacks, but ſit from year to year, at the will of their landlord. 


By this means they are diſcourage! from improving their 
farm; becauſe, when they grow old, or unable to go to fer, 


they may be turned out, and are very often overbid by 


young ſtout men. The immoderate conſumpt of tea ane! 
ſpirituous liquours is a great ruin to their health and circun;- 
ftances, Tt would be impollible to carry on the fiſhing witt- 
out gin; but the {mall retail ſhops | in the pariſh are a great 
nuiſance and ruin. | 

The people, in general, have too great a turn for nne 
clothes. A great deal of money is laid out in a year for 
Scotch and Eogliſh cloths, ſtuffs, cottons, lawns, cc. whilz 
their own wool is neglected or deſtroyed. Perhaps a pre- 
mium offered to the man h nad the delt ſuit of clothes 
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foun i in his unde, and manufactured * the country, if not 


25 in the pariſh; and to the woman who had the beſt plaid, 
gown, and petticoat, of her own ſpinning, might prevent 


this, and give the people, in n general, Cure we enn 


their own wool. 


=, Geeks language ſpoke is a mix- 
ture of Norwegian, Dutch, and Engliſh; but all the inhabi- 


tants now underſtand pure Engliſh, though they could ſpeak 


among themſelves ſo as an Engliſhman could not underſtand 
them. The names of places are of Norwegian extraction, 
and are generally expreſſive of the ſituation, or ſome pro- 
perty of the place. Examples are needleſs. Many peo- 
ple now living obſerve the great change in manners and 
dreſs of the inhabitants : They remember when tea was not 


known when there was not a coat in the pariſh but what 

| Had been ſpun and woven in it ;—and only two or three hats 

in the pariſh ; They obſerve alſo, that there is not a ſixth | 
part of the ſmall fiſh to be caught along the ſhores now as 
when they were boys. Boats were then ſeldom uſed but for 


ling and cod ; they got plenty of fillocks and pillocks from 
the rocks. —The ſmall-pox have not been general in this 
_ pariſh within the memory of man until 1791. Whole fami- 
lies of people, from 60 years and downwards, were ſeized 
with this diſeaſe. The people were at firſt much afraid of 
them, and uſed every mean to avoid the infection. It ſoon, 
however, ſpread through the pariſh ; and, of about 30 who 
caught it in the natural way, full two thirds died. They 
were at laſt perſuaded to ſubmit to inoculation, 327 were 
| inoculated by a phyſician, of which 5 died; one of them a 
woman paſt 60; another a very ſickly boy. About 100 
| were inoculated by common men, who pretended to no ſkill, 
and gave no medicines, Five of theſe died j and the greateſt 


park 
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part of the reſt, had the good fortune to fall under the phy- 
ficians care, and all of them learned his cool regimen, (A 


young gentlemen in the neighbourhood inoculated above 200 


there, and did not loſe one). There are till about 250 in this 
pariſh who would not ſubmit to inoculation, and had the 


good luck to eſcape the infection. The ſmall-pox ſpread 


over about half the pariſh in 1740; and it appears, from a 


regiſter of deaths at that time, that there died 78. About 40 


years ago, they were in a ſmall corner of the pariſn, eſpeci- 
ally about Cullfwick ; there are at leaſt a third more inhabi- 
tants there now, than were then, and there died 17 in that 
place, rx of which were buried in one week. In 1791 there 


were 58 inoculated in Cullſwick, and not one died. 


A number of young men from this pariſh go to ſea. Some- 


times they engage with the Greenland ſhips for the ſeaſon, 
and are landed again in the autumn, Their wages are high; 
but they learn many bad habits, and ſeldom put their money to 
good uſe, Many of them bind apprentices to Greenland, and 


other ſhips, and make fine hardy ſeamen. During the Ame- 
rican war four men enliſted for ſoldiers, which is very un- 
common here. The country, in general, agreed with go- 
vernment for a certain number of men during the war, for 
which they got proteCtions to fiſhers from being impreſſed, 


Of theſe 20 went from this pariſh, and only 1 returned, 
or are alive. 
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NUMBER IV. 
PARISH OF MUIRKIRK. 
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None, Soil, hd Surface. ; 


« Kyle;” and no perſon who looks on its face, can be 
at any loſs for the origin of its name. No great proportion of 
this pariſh is arable, or fit for tillage. As the country is hilly, 


the ſurface of the greater part of it is heath or hether, inter- 


ſperſed with ſpots of verdure; both of which, taken together, 
afford good paſture for ſheep. Where two thirds of the ſur- 
face is hether, and the other graſs, the paſture is reckoned 
by the ſheep-farmers preferable to any other. Even where 
the plough is employed, which is the cafe in many parts of 
this pariſh, the ground is not well adapted to the improve- 
ments of agriculture. The ſoil is, in general, moſſy, and the 


alternative commonly light and gravelly, Some few ſpots, 
indeed, are to be found where it is deep, and of a pretty 
ſtrong clay; but theſe bear no proportion to thoſ: of a con- 
trary quality. As much of the ground is wet or marſhy, 


draining is a moſt neceſſary improvement; indeed ſo necel- 


ſary, that it muſt be firſt in order, before any other can be 


attempted with any poſſibility of ſucceſs, 


I lil 5 J 


p Hs pariſh was formerly called « the Mouirkirk of 


399 


a M uurdirk. | 
Hill Noode, Rivers, Wc, —The only remarkable hill, in 8 


the pariſh, ſtands at a ſmall diſtance from the manſe, and is 
called Cairn, or Cairn Table, It is of a conſiderable height 
and, in a clear day, affords a proſpect both extenſive and di- 


verſiſied. Two large cairns of ſtones are heaped together on 
its peat; 5 and here, tradition N was N a * of I 


: worſhip. ; N 
There are no natural woods of any extent in this lth; 
Some few banks indeed, in different parts, and pretty far 
diſtant from one another, are covered with trees that ſeem to 
gro ſpontaneouſly ; but the general face of the country is 
by no means fo agreeably diverſified. It would appear, how- 
ever, that this was not its origiral ſtate, eſpecially from the 
names given to particular farms, ſuch as Nether - Mood, Har- 
IV ood, &c. The names fill remain, and ſo do the farms; 
but the woods are now no where to be ſeen. They have left 
no veſtiges, not a ſingle repreſentative behind them, except 
a few decaying old trees can be called by that name, which 


after all are, in all probability, of a later origin. Long 
trunks and branches of trees, found deep buried in moſſes, 


confirm the notion that the woods once covered theſe very 
pots where now only their names remain. It is much to be 
regretted, eſpecially in ſuch a country and climate, that theſe 
woods are now no more, for ſu rely the ground, or rather paſ- 
ture, to be gained by deſtroying them is by no means an e- 
guivalent for the loſs of one of the moſt natural, as well as 
greateſt ornaments, of the face of any country. Among theſe 


rees that here ſeem to grow ſpontaneouſly, the chief is the 


 1nountain aſh, or rowan-tree, as it is called in the language of 
' the country. It adorns the wildeſt ſcenes; and often meets 
the eye unexpeCtedly by the fide of a barren rock or ſequeſ- 
tered ſtream, ſeldom ſcen, indeed, except by the inhabitants 
of the air, and the Hocks that paſture around, or their ſoli - 
| tary 
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tary keeper as he moves along to & call his wanderers home. 
There are no rocks either of ſize or ſhape ſufficient to ſtrike 


the eye of the traveller, or deſerve notice. There are no re- 
 markable rivers that run through the pariſh, though a varie- 
ty of lefler ſtreams, The principal are, the water of Ayr 


and that of Greenock ; the latter takes it name not from | 


its ſource, or from the adjacent country, but, in all probabi- 
lity, from a range of farms near its banks; it joins the wa- 
ter of Ayr at the boundary of the pariſh to the weſt. The 


laſt mentioned riſes in this pariſh a few miles eaſtwards of the 
manſe. It is ſoon ſwelled by a number of leſſer ſtreams ; and 


taking its courſe by Lorn, and the pictureſque ſcenes of Bar- 


ſkimming, at laſt runs into the ſea, at the county town. 


Both of theſe waters abound with trout of a blackiſh colour, 
but excellent quality, with ſome few eels, but here are ſcarce 


any perch. They have ſuffered much of late by the ravages 


of poachers with nets, who, at once, pillage the rivers, and 


_ deſtroy the more moderate ſport of the angler, who ſeldom 


fails to pour forth bleſſings liberally on them, as he returns 
home with his baſket much lighter than uſual. 


Birds, &'c.—The birds are much the ſame as in other parts 


of Scotland. It is to be regretted that there are few ſong- 
ſters of the grove; and indeed, except the ſky- lark, few of 
the ſpring, as the melody of the blackbird and thruſh is ſel- 


dom heard. The larger curlew or wwhaup, which hatches 


here in ſummer; and returns to the ſea ſhore in autumn, is 


one of thoſe early viſitants that announce the approach of 


{pring, and call to begin the labours of the garden. Like 
the cuckoo , it has little variety of notes, but it appears much 
earlier ; ; 


The cuckcs has been celebrated in a little ode, that may 
almoſt vie with the muſic of the ſpring (vide Logan' s poems.) 


but, 


of Muirkirk. „ 


earlier; and its view is the more pleaſing as it announces 
that the ſeverity of the winter is paſt, and that 6 the time of - 


« 4h ſinging of birds“! is 1 


. b cirgilly "RE 1 . 
vourable to health, though often loaded with vapours and 


damps, owing to the moſſes and mar ſhy grounds, ſo frequent- 
lvy to be me with, and the ſurrounding hills which intercept 


the clouds. It is no wonder that both of theſe taken toge- 
ther ſhould form an atmoſphere not perfectly dry. As a 
proof of this, a few days will affect, with mouldineſs on its 
ſurface, any thing placed on an earthen floor or lower ſtorey. 


A convincing proof that the atmoſphere would, in all pro- 


bability, prove unfavourable to the health of the inhabitants, 
were it not for the frequent high winds which diſperſe the 
moiſt vapours, or at leaſt change their places, and prevent them 


from ſtagnating. Neither this, nor indeed any other cauſe, 


tempers which are commonly produced by a moiſt air or damp 
ſituation. There are here no peculiar diſeaſes, nor any o- 


ther that do not equally affect other countries, and other ſi - 


Vor. VII. RG 4 G | tuations. 


But, the curlew, though one of its earlieſt birds, has never been 
ſo tortunate, and as the writer of this cannot deck him in poe- 
die plumes, like the other, he begs leave in humble proſe to 
relate the following anecdote in his praiſe. A country gentle- 
man, from the weſt of Scotland, and who lived in a pariſh very 
ſimilar to this, both in ſoil and climate, being occaſionally i in 
England for a few weeks, was, one delightful ſummer evening, 


aſked out to hear the nightingale. His friend intorming him, 
at the ſame time, that this bird was a native of England, and 


never to be heard in his own country. After he had liſtened, 
with attention, for ſome time, upon being aſked if he was not 


much delighted with the nightingale. © It's a' very gude,“ 


replied the other, in the dialect of his own country,“ But 1 
« wad na gie the wheeple f a whaup tor a the nightingales that 
« ever ſang.” . 
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tuations. Perhaps daily habit gradually forms the Wikis. 


tion to every climate and every ſtate, and prevents the Hu- 
man body from receiving injury from theſe circumſtances thar 
would affect the conſtitution of others not vorn to 2 8 


| State of Property, —Property has been changing it its poll: 


fors for ſome time paſt, and is ſtill in a fluctuating ſtate, For- 


Lg / the greater part of the whole pariſh was divided a- 
 mong a number of ſmaller heritors. But as a gentleman of 


extenſive fortune has bought the lands of ſeveral of them, 


the number of proprietors is confiterably diminiſhed of late. 
The number of theſe, who reſide, does not exceed 4, whoſe 
property is not very extenſive. The non - reſiding heritors 


amount to about 10, including the two principal ones; one 


of whom comes into the pariſh only oecalionally, and the 4 


other ſeldom or never at all. 


| The value of property is much increaſed in | this pariſh : 
within theſe few years. A ſheep farm, for inſtance, which, 


a few years ago, was bought for 3001. within this twelve- 
month gave 1000 guineas z and this is by no means diſpro- 


oy portioned to the price of other lands lately fold here. What, 
at firſt ſight at leaſt, makes this appear extraordinary is, that 


the riſe above mentioned is not, as in ſome like caſes, owing 


to the advanced improvements ef agriculture, or cultivation, 
or, indeed, to any material change of the foil in any one re- 


ſpect, but the difcovery, and expectation of farther diſco» 


vering, thoſe uſeful minerals, which even the moſt barren 


ſpots cover and contain, and which are ſo neceſſary for car- 
rying into effect the manufactures lately eſtabliſhed here, has 
ſtampt a fuperlative value on thoſe grounds, on whoſe ſur- 
face the traveller was formerly apt to caſt his eye with indif- 
ference, and ſometimes with diſguſt, 


Huſbandry. 
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Hu uſb ndry.—The implements of huſbandry hare are the 
common ones, which are too generally known to need either 
enumeration or deſeription: The mode of cultivation, is the 
eaſieſt and ſimpleſt the inhabitants can find. Aſhes and the 
contents of the dunghill, the manure commonly in uſe. 
Such melioration as may be got by vicinity to the ſea ſhore, 
is not to be procured here; even lime, with which the count- 5 
ry abounds, has has been hitherto ſeldom, and but ſparingly, uſ- 
ed by the common farmer, who alleges that it calls forth the 
whole ſtrength. of ſoil in a ſingle year or two, and, of, conſe- 


RGA 


quence, impoveriſhes the ground in proportion for double the 
number following. But the more ſatisfactory reaſon, alleged 
at leaſt, is that lime ſpread on the ground, is unfavourable 
to ſheep paſture, which laſt is, indeed, the principal object 
with every farmer and ſmaller proprietor: Here, as on the 
other hand, there ſeems but little encouragement to the im- 
provements of agriculture, or even of common tillage, in a 
country where, whatever other advantage it may poſſeſs, it 
muſt be acknowledged both the ſoil and climate forbid tlie . 
luxuriance of growth, or where, ſhould the grain outgrow 
the ordinary ſize, the too early froſts either check or arreſt 
it in its progreſs, and prevent it from ripening, while, on the 
contrary, the lighter and poorer increaſe coming earlier ty 
maturity, eſcape the danger. Though, from the above cauſes, 
| huſbandry has remained only in its infancy here for a con- 
liderable time paſt, yet, from the fluctuating ſtate of property, 
and irs ſometimes falling into the hands of men of fortune, 
| who have money to ſpare in making experiments, it is to be 
ſuppoſed that new implements, and new modes will be intro- 
duced, though, after all, it is hard to ſay whether good crops 
of graſs, for paſture in ſummer and hay for cattle ia winter, 
is not the utmoſt to which the ground here can be brought; 
e . and, 


, 
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and, upon the whole, the beſt mode of melioration and im- 
J LE Le de Lg 


Seed. time and Harveſt.—The ſeed-time is much the ſame 
here as in other parts of the country, but the harveſt is late, 
being ſeldom general before the end of September, and ſome- 
times not till the beginning of the month following. There 
is hardly any poſſibility of haſtening it by ſowing earlier, as 


the ground, from various cauſes, is not ſooner in caſe to re- 


_ ceive or nouriſh the ſeed ; to ſow grain therefore of the ear- 


| ieſt kind that can be procured, is the only probable method 


of providing againſt this material inconvenience. Thoſe ge- 
nerally raiſed here are oats, and common or rough bear, in 


contradiſtinction to barley, ſometimes rye, ſeldom peaſe, 


which, unleſs in favourable ſeaſons, do not ripen. Potatoes Þ 
commonly thrive well, and make a great part of the food 
not only of the poorer ſort, but of the generality, in the end 


of autumn and during the whole of winter. In common 


they are dreſſed with milk, and make both a palatable and : 


__ wholeſome meal. 


Good and bad Seafons.—No particular incident has marked 
the ſeaſons here for years paſt. The common calamities 


which 


_ * Hardly any root cultivated in this country is ſo generally 
agreeable, and ſuited, at once, to the taſte, both of the luxuri- _ 
dus and of the poor, of children, and grown perſons, as the 
potatoe, yet perhaps no root whatever 1s, taken by itſelf, more 


inſipid and taſteleſs. Its agreeableneſs is perhaps owing to this 
very cauſe, as we find thoſe foods that affect the palate moſt 


ftrongly, though ever ſo agreeably, moſt quickly loſe their re- 


jiſh, and ſoonelt become diſagreeable or nauſeous ; and preſump- 
tion, at leaſt, that the ſimpleſt foods are the molt conducive to 
hcalth, becauſe moſt agreeable to nature. 
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which affected the country, in geteral, 104 its kigkeſt parts 
in þ mare in the "Your nate were N hg felt here“. r 


5 er and 75 aur Rent Tue l rent about 14001. Ster- 5 
: | ling ; oY the valied rent 1881. 68. . d. e 


Price of Grain and Heidi per boll em 16s. to 
178. 4d. common bear from 11. to 11. 28. Ayrſhire boll. 
* Theſe 


In this ws ſevere froſts i in "Ke harveſt months, heavy 
85 rains, ſnows, and froſt again, reduced the corn, while on the 
= pong or in the ſheaf, to the ſtate of barley during the firſt 
ſtages of malting. The meal Rill retained an unnatural and 
diſagreeable ſweetiſhneſs, and in colour reſembled coal or peat- 
aſhes. The ſtraw, by the above proceſs, was diſcoloured, and, 
when dry, ſeemed deprived of every vegetable j:ice, appeared = 
taſteleſs, and void of nouriſhment. Phy ficians, and ſome who 
were no phyſicians, declared both grain and ſtraw to be un- 
wholeſome, and prognoſticated diſeaſes and death to men and 
_ cattle. Yet it is remarkable none of thoſe direful conſequences 
enſued, and the cattle, in particular, never appeared healthier, 
or more ſtout for labour than in the ſpring immediately follow- 
ing. The ſame all- governing power which permiited the calami- 
ty to take place, ſeeming to interpoſe to prevent or ſuipend its 
natural and fo much dreaded conſequences. Poffibly, too, the 
nouriſhment of the grain was arreſted in the ſtraw, but though 
this will account for the healthineſs of cattle, yet, by no means, 
for that of the ipecies. Much praiſe is due to the humanity of 
thoſe who, this ſeafon, ſo ſtrenuouſly and ſucceſsfully exerted 
themſelves to ſave their fellow men from famine and from hun- 
ger, in thoſe parts of the kingdom where the fruits of the earth 
were entirely blaſted or deſtroyed, by bringing grain from the 
more fruitful fields of richer countries in happier climes. Much 
alſo is to be aſcribed to the exerti0:2» of thoſe who brought fo- 
reign aid to thoſe parts of this country, where the calamity 
was {till felt, though not ſo ſeverely. A ſpecies of white field 
peaſe imported, became very ſeaſonable ſupply to this parith, 
eſpecially in the ſpring months, and moderated in a great de- 
gree, the threatened calamity. Upon the whole, it may be af- 
firmed that dearneſs of meal, but not abſolute ſcarcity, and the 
deſtruction of ſeed grain, were the only material inconvenien- 


cies which this part of the counery. lultered {rom the unſortu- 
nate lan 1782. 
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Theſe are the only marketable grain produced in the pariſh, 
Beef from 59, to 54 d. per pound, mutton 43 d. and gd, 
veal 6d. pork from 5d. to 6 d.; lamb 4 d. and 54 d. butter 


from gd. to 10 d. cheeſe from 48. a ſtone to 78. 6d. ewe- 
milk cheeſe when new 6d. per pound, when old gd. fowls 


from 9d. to 12 d. chickens from 3d. to 4d. eggs per dozen 


3 . 4 d. and gd. It is here proper to remark that proviſi- 
ons of all kinds have riſen conſiderably of late, from the 


vaſt increaſe of conſumers. This pariſh never did raiſe grain 
ſufficient to maintain its inhabitants even in its former ſtate, 
now it may be aſſerted, that even at a moderate computation, 
| its produce of grain, Kc. is dot e moe one third of 


5 the demand. 


* _ ond Peg F Labeur.— Both of theſe too have had 
a very conſiderable riſe from the above cauſe, and the manu- 
factures lately eſtabliſhed. Men ſervants receive from 81. to 


121. yearly with victuals, women from 31. to 41. Labourers 
per day from 18. 2 d. to 15. 6d. without victuals; mowers, 
in hay time, 1s. 3 d. with victuals; wrights, 28. without 


victuals; maſons, the ſame; taylors, from 10 d. to 18. with 


victuals ; ſhoemakers, weavers, &c. charge by the piece, but 
their wages bave len i in the fame proportion. 25 


| „ are two conſiderable manufactures 
lately eſtabliſhed here, that of iron and coal-tar. The latter 


no produces likewiſe a manufacture of lamp-black. As the 
former is yet in its infancy, an account cannot be given of it 


ſo minute, at leaſt, and particular, as if it were in a more 
advanced and mature ſtate, Its firſt commencement was in 
the year 1787, and the furnace began to blow in July 1789. 


The manufacture is not yet brought to the perfection intend- 


ed, but is gradually Mei, and in a progreſſi ye ſtate. 
| There 


I 
n 
I 
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There are, for the encouragement of thoſe concerned, the 
moſt favourable appearances in the neceſſary articles of coal, 
iton-ſtone, and lime. Several attempts have been made for 
. diſcovering i iron ore, but it has not yet been found in any 


large quantity. - 8 2 however Our farther” hav, <o 
: ments. 2 | | 


Towns and Villages. The only village; or rather clichan, 
2s they are commonly called, that deſerves the name, lies at 
a ſmall diſtance from the church, by the fide of the high 
road, on a rifing ground called Garan-hill, which therefore 
gives name to the range of houſes that occupy it. They 
dave inereaſed greatly in number fince the commeneement of 
the works, and new houfes and new ſtreets have riſen around 
them. Many new houſes, beſides ſome of them of a very 
neat ſtructure, have been built at the works themſelves, and 
others are daily appearing that will, in a ſhort time, greatly 
exceed in number and elegance thoſe of the old village, for- 
: _ indeed the uy one that the 8 1 could boaſt. FT 


= Roe ant a hut Hou Edinburgh to Ayr by 
Carnwath and Douglas-miln runs through this pariſh, and, 
_ excepting a few miles in the pariſh itſelf, is in tolerable re- 
pair. Another great road from Glaſgow to Dumfries and 
Carliſle is now in great forwardneſs, and will be compleated 
before the end of the preſent year. It will run acroſs the 
pariſh ſomewhat in a tranſverſe direction, and interſecting 
the other near the great new inn, and then ſtopping its courſe 
ſouthwards to Sanquhar, will ſhorten the communication 
with Dumfries by ſeveral miles. There are three bridges 
| now a-building, on the line of road from Edinburgh to Ayr. 
One on the water of Ayr itſelf; one on the water of Green- 
ock, before i its junction with Ayr; and, a third, on the water of 
Garpel. 
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Garpel. | Theſe bridges have been long much wiſhed for by 
the public; and it ſeems ſtrange that they ſhould not have 
been built ſooner on a line of road ſo ng. and ſo much fre. 


Gree, 


State f Church, Manſe, & c,— The pariſh kirk was repair- 
ed, and heightened, in the year 1775, when the preſent mi- 
niſter was admitted. Though ſufficient hn to accomodate 


the whole pariſh, it is now, by no means, large enough to 


contain the preſent inhabitants, and thoſe numbers that have 
been pouring in from all quarters, in conſequence of the 


manufactures. To accomodate with ſeats, even thoſe of 


them who ſeem earneſtly to deſire the means of religious in- 


ſtruction, it would be neceſſary either to make a conſiderable 


addition to the preſent kirk, or to build a new one.— The N - 
glebe conſiſts of between 8 and g acres, almoſt all arable, yet 
_ unfit for tillage, becauſe unfit to raiſe ſuch crops as ſufficient- | 


ly repay the labour, For ſome years, it has been uſed only as 
_ paſture, and raiſing hay for winter, a mode of treating it 


that ſeems beſt adopted to its nature. In many places, it is 
wet, and, in others, runs into the oppoſite extreme, being 
light and gravelly. Draining has been attempted for the 
former, and in many places with ſucceſs. Indeed this mode 


never almoſt miſſes its aim, for it ſeldom fails to drain either 
the ground or pocket.— The original ſtipend is 400 l. Scots, 
2 chalders meal, and one of bear, about 70 l. in value at an 


average. An augmentation has been lately decerned, which, 
including communion elements, does not amount to 141. 


Sterling. This, it ſeems, from the want of tree teins, is 
the utmoſt that can be granted. 


R e Poor are ſupported by the weekly collections, 
together with the intereſt of their money. The principals 


amounting 


8 


e c put your ſentence ſoon in execution. | 
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amounting to 1301. and lent out for the above purpoſe. The 


yearly collections formerly were 121. they are now about 
171. Theſe funds are managed by the kirk ſeſſion, the 
truſtees in the firſt inſtance, who generally take care that the 


| yearly income and diſburſements keep pace with one another, 
and that the principal is not encroached upon. None of the 

5 poor are allowed to ſtroll into other pariſhes ; and there is 
ſeldom an inſtance of one begging within the bounds of the 


pariſh itſelf, yet the country, in general, and this pariſh in 
particular, is much viſited, or rather infeſted, by {trolling 
poor, from other quarters. One cauſe of this is the improper 


police of ſome larger towns. Nothing is more common than 


to baniſh thoſe that are convicted of bad practices the © Li- 
« berties of the city,” as they are called. This is neither 
more nor leſs, than to puniſh the adjacent country for ſins 
committed in the town, to lay it under contribution for the 


convenience of the city, and free the ene of nuiſances by 
ſending them to the other. Becauſe the worthleſs behave ill 
in one part of the kingdom ſeems no good. reaſon for ſend- 


ing them over the country at large; and allowing them a 


wider range for their depredations. Baniſhment, beſides, 


from one particular diſtrict, or, in other words, enlargement, 


is no puniſhment to vagabonds, but the contrary, It is told 


of a ſoldier, from a neighbouring kingdom, who being con- 


victed of mal- practices, was to be baniſhed Scotland for life. 


When the judge intimated the penalty, & Bleſs your honour,” 


| School and number of Shelves There is a a pariſh ſchool 
eſtabliſhed, with a ſalary of 71. 15 s. about 40 ſcholars at- 
tend in winter and 3o in ſummer. The branches taught are 
Latin, Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, book keeping, and oc- 
caſionally church muſic. The ſchoolmaſter poſſeſſes, beſides, 
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_ free Houſe and garden; and his whole a exclu· 
en Oe e mak ber wap 4 


Foil. ew nao about: 20 years paſt, a e 10 955 
been kept of marriages, births, and deaths; before that pe- 
rlod, the aceounts are very imperfect, often broken off, in 
ſome places hardly legible, ſeem to have been e 

taken, or, if regular, are now loſt. 
Marriages, for the 3 laſt you” 


Births, for ny" jCCCCCTVTVVVVPVCCVCCCCCCC INNS 
DU 7 a 2, 74 


| The greater number of growing perſons have died of con- 
. ee 0 children the e n of the 1 


ee N 


n 175 5 the e were er at 74;e 
When the preſent miniſter was admitted in this pariſh, the 
number of examinable perſons was 44). The increaſe of 
men, women, and children, connected with the | manufac- 
tures, is 53 2. The whole number of ſouls, at preſent, may 
be computed at about 1100. The word computed is uſed 
becauſe, in a crowd of people, that are perpetually ſhifting, 
ſome going and ſome coming in their room, it is difficult to 
mark the precife number for even a few weeks; and were 
the numbers now fixed, they would not probably remain the 
| fame till the account of them is publiſhed. They will, how- | 
ever, in all probability, greatly n and that in a few 

years. 


3 Horſe, Sheep, Fc. The number of horſes has increaſed 
confiderably within theſe few years. The iron works, in 
their ſeveral imployments, maintain about 3o, and theſe, 
* with thoſe yore in other * of the pariſh, 


amount 


1 Muirkink, ” 
amount in all to: about 75. Horſes are at prof about thee | 


? 14,000 ſheep. are . en 2 * in this noriſh, They 


haye riſen in value conſiderably within theſe few years alſo. 


| Though the chief article of trade here, there is only one 


market for them upon the ſpot, and that chiefly for lambs, 


4 about the beginning of Auguſt. They are commonly driven 
for ſale to Linton, Lanark, Carnwath, n. and ne / 
times Glaſgow and L 


— 1 is a one facing that has yet 
__ diſcovered that is of a medicinal nature. It is uſeful in 


complaints of the ſtomach or bowels. Indeed, from the great 


guantities of iron ſtone, together with ſome ore, it is to be 


preſumed that ſeveral chalybeates might be found, or perhaps 
already flow unſeen and undiſcovered, eſpecially as the water, 
| when confined or checked in its progreſs, ſeems ene, in the 
ſame manner as Wen it dowehen 1 iron or ſteel, 


ee 8 are. here, ſcattered up and down, 


he monuments of ſome of thoſe covenanters who fell dur- 


ing the calamities of the period in which they lived. Of 


theſe the moſt remarkable is the grave-ſtone of one John 
Brown, erected at a ſheep farm-houſe, called Prieſt-hill or 
Prieſt- ſniel, near the confines of the pariſh of Leſmahagow. 


His monument is placed on the ſpot where he ſuffered, not 


far from the threſhold of his door. The inſcription is legi- 


ble, and bears that he was ſhot through the head by a party 


commanded by Graham of Claverhouſe, while upon his 


knees, and in the act of prayer. Tradition adds, that Cla- 


verhouſe, or one of his party, lifted up his dead body, and 


carried it to his wife, aſking her, © what ſhe thought of her 
bas huſband : « Mair, faid the, than ever I did; but the Lord 


60 will 


612 : 5 : Sd lien Account 


ce will avenge this another day :” Such are the biefled effelts | 
15 of eee or een to enforce. un iformity i in K : 


Se. Mee of the People, We —Nothlog very fin pier 
* diſtinguiſhes the people here from thoſe of other pariſhes of 
the like nature. They are of the ordinary ſize in general, 


and of a healthy and robuſt conſtitution. There turn of 


mind. ſo far as it is peculiar, is, in a great degree, formed 


by their fituation and mannet of life, and they diſcover a 
ſtrong attachment to the place of their birth, and former re- 


ſidence, or, in their own words, « weary fair for the Muir- | 
<« kirk,” even when they remove to countries more fruitful _ 


and better cultivated. Their chief amuſement in winter is 


curling, or playing ſtones on ſmooth ice; they eagerly vie with 


one another who ſhall come neareſt the mark, and one. part 


of the pariſh againſt another ;—one deſcription of men a- 
gainſt another ;—one trade or occupation againſt another j— _ 
and often one whole pariſh againſt another, —earneſtly con- 


tend for the pa/m, which is generally all the prize, except 


perhaps the victors claim from the vanquiſhed, the dinner 
and bowl of toddy, which, to do them juſtice, both common. 
ly take together with great cordiality, and, generally, with- 
out any grudge at the fortune of the day, or remembrance _ 
of their late combat with one another, wiſely reflecting, no 
doubt, that defeat as well as vifory is the fate of war. Thoſe 
accuſtomed to this amuſement, or that have acquired dexte- 


rity in the game, are extremely fond of it. The amuſement 
Itſelf is healthful ; it is innocent; it does no body harm; let 
them enjoy it. There is another cuſtom here, leſs noted in- 
deed, but ſeemingly of equal antiquity, commonly known 
in the language of the country by the name of rocking, that 


is when neighbours viſit one another in pairs, or three or 


more in We during the moon: light of winter or ſpring, 
| ang 


e 
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and ſpend the evening alternately in one anothers houſes, It 
js here marked becauſe the cuſtom ſeems to have ariſen when 
ſpinning on the rock or diſtaſf was in uſe, which therefore was 
carried along with the viſitant to a neighbour's houſe. The 
cuſtom ſtill prevails, though the roch is laid aſide; and when 
one neighbour ſays to another, in the words of former 
days, I am coming over with my r0ct,” he means no more 
than to tell him chat * (my ob to hon an n 


with n = 


T Diſudvantoges and Advantages. —The diſadvantages may be 
collected, in general, from what has been already mentioned 
as to the nature of the ſoil and climate. The principal meli- 
orations or improvements {till requiſite are incloſing; but the 


incloſures muſt be formed with ſtone dykes to render them 
effectual in a ſheep country; alſo draining, and planting 


trees, in order to ſhelter the fields from cold, and « clothe 


e the nakedneſs of the land.“ In all theſe reſpects the exer- 
tions of Admiral Stewart, who has now a large ſhare of pro- 


perty in the pariſh, are worthy of notice, particularly in the 


laſt, His large plantations of trees of various kinds that di- 


verſify the ſcene, ſome in belts, ſome in other forms, but all 


extenſive and covering different grounds, formerly of little 
uſe, as they now begin to ſtrike the eye of the paſſenger as 

he moves along, promiſe, in a few years, to give a very dif- 
ferent aſpect to the face of the country. Some plantations | 
too of the Iron Company begin to riſe to view. They are 
diſpoſed with taſte, on ſpots happily choſen, where they will 
ſoon riſe to beauty. Though not ſo extenſive as the other, 

yet, for the ſhare of property the Company poſſeſſes, they | 


are very conſiderable. 555 


This pariſh poſſeſſes many advantages that are not always 
the lot even of better climates, and of richer ſoils. No coun- 
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e ſtone for building, Were any remark to be made upon 


| 8 ahound wore wh. Peat, coal, os and 85 quarries | 


the qualities of thele ; the coal does not ſeem, to have equal 
Krength with that found in the deeper ſails of the Lothians, 


. | therefore burns for a ſhorter period, but that inconvenience 


zs ſufficiently compenſated by it abounding almoſt every 
where along the ſides of the water, its cheapneſs to the con- 
ſumer, and its acceſſibleneſs to all. Perhaps the lime too 
may be liable to the ſame remark, and from the ſamie cauſe; 
but the ſtone lies under no ſuch exception. It is of a pro- 
per colour, and takes an excellent poliſh, new _ a- 
25 Aren to aneh or ornament, 


„ '&- m3 


and . are no doubt . Bor it gene of . 
other advantages, ſtill greater in one reſpect, becauſe they en. 
hance its natural ones, give them value, and call them forth 

into effect, I mean the manufactures lately eſtabliſhed, and 


Ng which have been already mentioned. The ſucceſs of theſe 


is an object truly deſirable. Every friend of his country 
and of the public muſt, upon all occaſions, wiſh well to lau- 
dable and uſeful enterpriſe. We reſpect, nay we praiſe, that 
man who can improve or enrich the ſurface of the earth, can 
mow down rich crops from fields formerly barren, or even 
double the grains of corn, upon thoſe that bore before. But 
ſurely an equal ſhare of praiſe is juſtly due to that man, who, 
in countries that are ungrateful to the labours of cultivation, 
and either diſcourage or forbid its ungainful toil, can drag 
from the ſluggiſh boſom of the earth, in which they lie con- 
2 cealed, inactive, and uſeleſs, thoſe minerals, which under the 
forming hand of art gradually aſſume every figure and every 
hape, and ſerve at once to eee or adorn life. 
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PARISH or DUNDONALD: 


e 22 | „„ 


ET th Reverend Mr Ronnar Doncax. 


| Name and Situation. 


0 word | in the Engliſh language accurately determines 
the form of that riſing ground which is known i in 


: Scotland by the Celtic term, dun. The pariſh of Dundon- 1 


ald derives its name from an eminence on which ſtands an 
antient and royal caſtle. In this caſtle lived and died Robert 


II. the firſt King of the Stewart line. From Irvine harbour, 
which is within its limit, this pariſh extends eight Engliſh 


miles along the ſea coſt, and terminates on the ſouth, at the 
place where the Rumbling and Pow-burns meet, and diſ- 


| charge t themſelves into the ſea: A place which, on account 
af its quick ſands, is very dangerous to travellers ® wet 


Soil 


* The ſea. coalt 1 Ayr and Levin being flat, and, ex- 
cepting at this place, which is about three miles from Ayr, the 


lands being firm and the proſpect delightful, a ſtrong! tempta- 


tion is preſented to paſs from the one town to the other along 
thore. But, as ſome perſons have been burried alive at this ſpot, 
it is an important caution not to attempt paſſing it at high wa- 
ter, and at other times to _ as cloſe as poſſible to the low 


# # 
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Soi / aa 1 pariſh of Dundon ald FIR as 
great variety in point of Soil and external appearance as is to 
be met with in any part of the kingdom. The Claven hills 
and Shoualton moſs, which lies immediately under them to 
the north, divide it almoſt into two equal parts; z upper and 
lower. The former being inland, is, in general, of a fertile 
clay, though ſome farms are more inclined to a loamy, and 
two or three to a light texture. This part of the pariſh con. 
fiſts of gentle eminences, adorned with clumps and belts of 
' planting. The lower part, between the hills and the ſea, is 
very flat. Some barren ſandy hillocks are to be ſeen in dif- 
ferent places by the ſhore. Cutting the bent, which grows 
upon them, no doubt, adds to their barrenneſs, and renders 
them a better ſport to, the winds. However, there is a great 
extent of. arable, and eſpecially of good paſture, ground near 
| the ſea, and particularly about the Troone. Half a mile in- 
ward, and along the ſkirts of the hills, is a mixed ſoil of ex- 
cellent quality; very proper for culture, and which, after re- 
gular tillage, runs immediately into rich graſs. ” 
The Claven hills conſiſt of various heights, and extend a- 
bout three miles from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, and a mile 
a and an half from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt. Many of theſe 
heights are arable, all of them afford paſture, and ſome 
of them have their ſhelving ſides ornamented with oak, aſh, . 
birch, alder, hazle, &c. None of them are ſo elevated as 
to require critical meaſurement, or compariſon with many 
bills in the county of Ayr, yet they have long been diſtin- 
guiſhed by particular names. The two higheſt are ſtiled the 
Lamont and Warley hills. Perhaps the latter, which over— 
tops the reſt, is a corruption for warlike; the lines of two 
encampments being {till diſtinct upon it. Theſe are uſually 
deſigned Roman encampments, though their form appears 
ſufficiertly to confute that deſignation. The largeſt contains, 


within a circular embarkment of looſe ſtones and -earth, ten 
ACres 
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acres of ground; and there i is an inner circle of the fame 
kind, and from the ſame center, which incloſes one of theſe 
| acres. The other encampment is about two hundred yards 
| diſtant. No artificial work has ever been raiſed upon its 
north · eaſt quarter; the ſteepneſs of the declivity being a ſuf- 
ficient defence. But, on the ſouth and welt, the circular 
_ embankment is ſtrong, and within is a beautiful platform not 
exceeding an acre in extent. Hiſtorians ſeem to agree that 


the Norwegians, who afterwards were defeated at Largs, 


landed near to Ayr; and it is not improbable. that theſe 


_ heights were immediately occupied, and in this manner for- 


tified, by them. No place could be more proper for their 


purpoſe, both on account of the extenſive proſpect, and of 
its great ſecurity before the invention of fire arms. A per- 


* ſon ſtanding within either of theſe encampments, is enter- 
tained with a delightful proſpect, to the ſouth, of the lands 
lying upon Ayr and Doon rivers; and the proſpect, upon this 
quarter, is terminated by the high hills of Carrick and Gallo- 


way. Turning to the north-eaſt, Cunningham and part of Kyle 


exhibit a grand and rich amphitheatre, at leaſt 14 miles in; 
diameter. In a clear day, the eye is loſt among hills ſtreach= | 
ing far beyond Ben-Lomond. To the weſt, the ſpectator has 
a noble view of the frith of Clyde, of Bute, Cumbraes, 
Cowal, the Paps of Jura, Arran, Plada, Sanda, the point of 


Cantyre, and different parts of the kingdom of Ireland appear- 


ing between Kintyre and Ailſa, The ſingular form of this 
laſt iſland, riſing like a mighty pyramid from the ocean, is 
beautifully contraſted by the ſimilar appearance of Loudon 
hill, rifing on the oppoſite fide from the land. No wonder 
that the inhabitants of the bleak mountains of Scandinavia 
were captivated with the proſpect, and excited to contend 


vigorouſly for the poſſeſſion of this part of Scotland. 
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Population, —In 1 7 5 55 the number of — was rated at 983. 
RG 


In 1992, the total is „% 1 
Of theſe—Males — = — er „„ Rd 
Females VF 
75 Below 10 years of age 3 00 338 
From 10 to 20 years . 295 
From 20 to 30 - „„ 220 
From 30 to 40 „ On 
% inet niet en” 146 
Det lb TY 
S From 60 to 70 — — 5 43. 
% ĩ ĩò 
From 80 to 9 I 8 
[From % neee * 
Abonal average of births during 28 years 35 
— ot cries ͤ ͤ „„ 
— — of burials oe nn nel = 17 


Reni ed rent 6367 1. 178. 5 d. Scots. Real rent 
about 61001. ung, 


Church, School, ad Poor. — To the miniſters ſtipend, which 


formerly was 100 bolls 14 pecks of meal, 32 bolls 21 pecks 


of bear, Ayrſhire meaſure, and 20 merks Scots; the Lords 
Commiſſioners of teinds have, this year, granted an augmenta- 
tion of 251, 3s. 27 d. Sterling, and 5 l. Sterling to defray the 
expence of communion elements. The manſe was rebuilt in 
1784, upon a very neat plan, and was the firſt in this part 
of the country, which had ſlated offices. The glebe is 4 
| acres. No graſs is allowed for horſe or cows. The ſchool- 
maſters ſalary is 100 merks Scots, The average of ſcholars,. 
34. The inhabitants are obliged to keep two private ſchools, 
in two corners of the pariſh, which are at too great a diſtance 
from 


4. 6 
\ 
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From the kirk town, for their young üben The ſchool- 

| maſter has a dwellinghouſe and ſchoolhouſe, but no garden. 
The funds for the poor are, the intereſt of 1441. ſtock. 

in the bank of Ayr, the monies received at private baptiſins 


and for mortcloths, and the week! ly collections: The average 
of the proviſion for the poor for nine years paſt, is 361. 
Seven perſons, receive, at preſent, a weekly penſion from 18. 


to 1s. 6d.; and eleven receive occaſional ſupply. None 


are allowed to beg. Near to the village of Dundonald, is 


the caſtle already mentioned, which gives name to the earl- 


dom in the family of Cochrane. The riſing ground on 
Which the caſtle ſtands, with 5 roods of land adjoining, is 
all the property in this pariſh which now pertains to that 
family. No authentic record can be produced at what time 


this caſtle was built, or when it was ſpoiled of its roof, and 


rendered deſolate. A. large pile ſtill remains: The walls are 


very thick, and built of whinſtone, which is in abundance near 
it. The corners are of a freeſtone, ſuperior in quality to any 


now found in the parith. The Stuart arms are engroſſed in 


different parts of the building, and the whole has much the 


torm of thoſe caſtles which were raited in many places of 
Britain during the 12th and 13th centuries. Among the 
hills is ſtill diſcernable the veſtige of another caſile, called 
Kemplaw, and which is ſaid to have been of high antiquitv. 
Oppoſite to the village and caſtle is a very beautiful bank 
of wood, upwards, in moſt places, of 100 feet in height, and 
extending near a mile to the northwelt. lo a grand curva- 
ture of this bank, and on a gentle eminence, ſtands the hovſe 
of Auchans, tor a long period the reſidence of the Wallaces 


of Dundonald. About 1640, this eſtate came into the poſ- 


ſeflion of Sir William Cochrane of Lowdon, knight ; who 
was afterwards created Earl of Dundonald. Since the begin= 


ning of this century, the eſtate has been the property of the 


Larl 
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Earl of Eglintoune, who, with it, acquired the patronage of 
the pariſn. At the Auchans, are the remains of a ſmall orch- 
ard which was once in high reputation. The pear, known 4 
in Scotland by the name of Auchans, derived that name 
from this place. 'The tree came originally from France, was 
planted in this orchard, grew to a great height, and was, not 
long ago, blown down by a ſtorm. Some large trees, parti, 
cularly planes and aſh, may be ſeen i in different ry. of the 
«Mink Ry at the A 


jy; The heritors of the iſt are in number 16 
and, excepting two of them who have only 39 acres, reſide 
Either within the bounds of the pariſh, or in its vicinity. 
The houſcs of Fullerton, Fairlie, Hillhouſe, and Newfield 
are modern buildings, very commodious and elegant in their 
reſpective forms. To Mr Fairlie of Fairlie, the country is 
indebted for a conſiderable ſhare of its improvement in agri- 
| culture. Ot this not only his own eſtate in this pariſh, but 
the numerous eſtates belonging to the Earl of Eglintoune, 
in the counties of Ayr, Lanerk, and Renfrew, all under his 
management, are a ſufficient demonſtration, Perſevering 
with uncommon firmneſs in combating the prejudices of old 
tenants, dividing the lands and making reſtrictions ſuitable 
to the ſoll and ſituation, he has rendered the farmers, in ge- 
neral, more wealthy and reſpectable, and the lands much 

more valuable. To Mr M Kerrel of Hillhouſe, the country 
is under great obligations in another line. He was the firſt 
who introduced the [lk manufactory into Paiſley, and his 

ſons ſtill carry it on to a confiderable extent, Colonel Ful- 
lerton of Fullerton, and Major Crawfurd of Newſield, par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Eaſt Indies. 


Fuel, — This pariſh is well Gtuated for fuel, Shoualton 
| raols, 
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Molt which 3 is of an irregular Bure, near 4 miles in cir- 
cumference, is an inexhauſtible fund for peat. But there is 


little demand for peat owing to the abundance of coal. At 
Fairlie a ſeeing coal has been wrought for many years for the 


benefit of the country, and, for ſo:ne ſeaſons paſt, a good 
blind coal, which is exported at Irvice for the Triſh market. 


On account of this coalwork, a village, named Rumford, has 


of late years ſtarted up cloſe by Fairlie bridge. It contains at 


preſent 74 inhabitants. At Shoualton a ſeeing coal is 


_ wrought both for the uſe of the people in the town and 
neighbourhood of Irvine, and for exportation, The load of 


coals has Jately been raiſed, and is now ſold at the former 
of theſe works at 8d. and at the later rod. Theſe coal- 


lieries employ many failors and carters in Irvine, and dur- 
ing the ſummer and winter months, a number of tenants, 5 


who, by theſe means, give conſtant ene to their horſes. | 


A M F cotton work has lately been 
erected in the village of Dundonald, which employs 30 per- 
ſons, old and young. The carding machines are turned by a 


horſe. Excepting 6 weavers, 3 taylors, 4 ſhoemakers, 2 
maſons, 4 joiners, and 3 ſmiths, the reſt of the inhabitants, 


able for work, are employed in agriculture. Land is let 


from 15 to 30 ſhillings per acre, according to its quality. 
Moſt of the farms are in 3, ſome in 4, breaks. Oats and 


bear are the principal articles of culture. There are 3 mills 
upon this ſide of Irvine river. One of them for oats; ano- 


ther for oats and lint; and the third, lately built upon the 
land of Shoualton, at conſiderable expence and with great 


improvements, for wheat, oats, and barley. No lime has 


ever been diſcovered in this pariſh. The farmers in the 


lower part of it have for many years imported lime-ftone 


from Ireland. Conſidering the greater quantity of calca- 
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reous gant i in the Iriſh lime, they are at leſs expence 1. 
this kind of manure than to cart it from the neighbouring 


| pariſhes of Symington and Riccartoun. They have likewiſe 


the advantage of the ſea-wrack, Notwithſtanding the hills 


and moſs already mentioned, the pariſh produces more than 


double the quantity of grain neceſſary for its own conſumpt, 
The attention of the farmers has, of late years, been turned 4 
to the rearing of young cattie, both horſes and cows, and to 
the making of ſweet- milk cheeſe. Both muſt in a ſhort | 
time be highly beneficial to the country; much money hav- 
ing long been drained out of it, to England for cheeſe, and | 
to Ireland for horſes. In ſummer 1791, there were in the : 
pariſh 235 draught horſes, 120 young ditto, 14 bulls, 597 
milch cows, 782 young ditto, bulls and ſtots ; 433 black cat= 
_ tle feeding for market; 1cgo theep, viz. 603 of the {mall 
| kind and black faced, 338 of a mixed breed between the 1 
Engliſh and Scotch, white faced; a Turkiſh ram brought 
by Colonel Fullerton from Conſtantinople in 1790, and 48 
lambs the offspring of this foreigner, and ewes of the mixed 


breed. 5 1 851 5 
Ibere are 4 licenced public houſes in the pariſh ; but the 


inhabitants are, in general, very ſober and induſtrious. Their 


mode of living is much improved within theſe 20 years. 


Their way of living and their induſtry have a mutual in- 
fluence. No cuſtoms or amuſements are peculiar to them. 
Great weddings are faſt going into diſuſe, Country burials 


are not well regulated. The company are invited at 11 


o'clock forenoon, but they are, probably, not all arrived at 2. 


Till of late a pipe and tobacco were provided for every one 
of the company; but this cuſtom is entirely laid aſide. An 


antient practiſe ſtill continues in this pariſh and neighbour- 


hood of kindling a large fire, or tawnle as it is uſually termed, 


of wood, upon ſome eminence, and making merry around it, 
upon 
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vpon the eve of the Wedneſday of Maryinaſs fair ase 


As moſt fair days in this country were formerly popiſh holy 
days, and their eves were uſually ſpent in religious ceremo= 

nies and in diverſions z it has been ſuppoſed, that tawnles 
' were firſt lighted up by our catholic fathers, ql ned 
= derive their origin from the druidical times. 


The Troone, which might be made an excellent larbeur 


is the weſt point of Dundonald pariſh. In its natural condi- 


tion, it affords ſafe anchoring ground from every quarter but 


the north-weſt, It is an arm of rock running near a mile in- 
to the ſea, and bending from ſouth to north, broad and 


covered with rich paſture towards the land, and narrowing 


into a barren point, part of which is for a little diſtance con- 0 
cealed even at low water. Within the point at half a cables 
length from the rock, the mariner may truſt to have three 
fathoms water at half-flood. The merchants of Glaſgow, 
ſenſible of the advantages of this natural harbour, near a cen- 
|  tury ago made offer to the proprietor of feuing the lands ad- 
joining to it. But their offer was rejected, for a reaſon, as 
it is reported, which however ridiculous it may now appear, 
would be accounted very cogent in thoſe days; leſt a riſe 


ſhould be occaſioned in the price of butter and eggs. The 


place, where Port. Glaſgow now ſtands, was deemed by the 


merchants the next ſtation moſt eligible for their trade. The 


| Lady-Ifle, which lies in the mouth of Ayr Bay, is a pendi- 
cle to this pariſh ;. and, as it affords ſecurity to veſſels upon 
this flat and dangerous coaſt, the Magiſtrates of Glaſgow have 
| erected two pillars to direct them. Upon the Froone ſtands 


an 


»The following i is FG beſt Ratiſtical account of the 9 8 
of this pariſh that can be given to the ſailor. Lady Iſle is 

* about half a mile in length, of an oval figure, and lies in the 
Frith of Clyde, about 15 miles eaſt ſouth-eaſt from Holy Iſle 


in the mouth of Lamlaſh, 9 miles ſouth from Saltcots, 5 miles 
_ - ſouth- weſt 
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an elegant octogonal temple, built by the late Fullerton, wo 
was a gentleman of elaflic taſte. This temple commands an 
_ extenſive proſpect, and is, Baccho laztitiae datori, amicis et otio 
 facrum, The Troone is an excellent fituation for ſea bathing, 
and is much reſorted to by the inhabitants of Kilmarnock, 
and of other inland parts. People from Elgin carry on fiſhing 
of ſalmon at the Troone, and the Black- rock which is near a mile 
to the ſouthward. In dry ſummers they are moſt ſucceſsful, as 
floods give the ſalmon an opportunity of aſcending the neigh- 5 
bouring rivers. Salmon, when moſt abundant, are ſold at 


4d. 


* ſouth-weſt, one half ſouth from Irvine, 2 miles weſt frem 


* 'Troone-point, 5 miles north north-weſt from Ayr, and 24 
miles north-ealt by eaſt from Ailſa. The above bearings are 
© aſcertained by the compaſs, without allowing any variation. 
En the inſide of this Iſland, oppoſite to the main land, 
there is good anchoring ground; and, for the direction of 


_ ſhips and veſſels, 2 ſtone beacons are erected on the north - 


_ welt part thereof, of ſuch a height as to be eaſily ſeen at a 
diſtance.— The beſt anchor ground is where theſe two beacons 
are brought under one, where there is 5 fathoms water with- 
in a cable's length of the ſhore, and clean ground, which 
grows gradually deeper for half a mile to the ſouth-eaſt, till 
© there is 14 fathoms water, and then it grows gradually ſhal- 
£ lower towards the bar of Ayr. — There is a ridge of rocks be- 
© tween Lady Iſle and the Truce point, about three quarters 
of ta mile eaſt from the largeſt beacon, which is not broad, 
© and runs near ſouth and north. On this ridge there are, at 
« low water, 3 and 1 half fathoms, and veſſels coming too near 
it are only in hazard of "damaging their cables. —The halt 
« tide rock lies from 1 eight to 1 quarter of a mile north north. 
« caſt from the largeſt beacon, and is covered at halt floods; 
and there is a channel betwixt it and the Hland 4 feet deep at 
« low water, where ſmall craft may go through, but large vel- 
« ſels muſt keep on the outſide of it. —The rock called Laps 
© poch, about 100 yards in length, is in a line with Irving ſtee- 
ple, the half tide rock, and Lady Iſle; and lies about 1 mile 
© and 1 half ſouth ſouth-weſt from the bar of Irvine; it is dry 
© at low water, and has a broad channel betwixt it and the 
main land, from 7 to 8 fathoms deep Navigated and ſur- 
« yeyed by James Barry.“ | : 
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4d. per pound, There are ſome lobſters and crabs among 
the rocks. Some tons of kelp are made, every third or 
fourth year, from the ſea weed which grows upon the rocks. 

Colonel Fullerton has ately built a houſe at the Troone, for 
drying the ſea-weed thrown in by the ſurf, and for making. 
| kelp from it. But, it is very uncertain, whether a manufac- 
ture of this nature will yield a profit ſufficient to recompenſe 
the loſs of manure. The Colonel has two extenſive rabbit 
warrens near the ſhore; both of them very thriving. While : 
the Iſle of Man remained a diſtinct ſovereignty, the Troone 


was found to be a very convenient ſtation for veſſels employ- 


ed in contraband trade. The Britiſh government gave the 
firſt check to ſmuggling upon this coaſt, by purchaſing the 
regal power of that petty ſtate. Happily the commutation _ 


act has nearly annihilated the hoſtile traffic. It muſt be ac- 


knowledged, that leſſening ſome duties to a certain degree 
would not injure the revenue; and yet more effectually cut 
5 up this buſineſs, than a fleet of cutters, or an army of cuſtom 
and exciſe officers. Uncontrovertible evidence muſt convince 


every attentive man, living upon the coaſt of Ayrſhire, of 


the great wiſdom of the apoſtle, in joining thoſe two pre- 


cepts in one ſentence, Fear God, Honour the King. Smug- 
gling, in its very nature, tends to weaken in the dealer that 


ſenſe which he has of lawful authority, to diſturb his peace, 
to injure his health, to corrupt his manners. Muſt it not be 


regretted, that men of aimable diſpoſitions ſhould be ſeduced 
by the temptations of this trade. Were profit and loſs up - 
on it clearly calculated, the balance would be much againſt 


the prokit fide, putting health and Peace and character out 


of the Pen die 
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